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FOREWORD

E Comp
Chris Clark
Deputy
Metropolitan
Grand
Superintendent
March and April have been very busy
months, starting with annual
investitures for Metropolitan Grand
Lodge and Metropolitan Grand
Chapter and ﬁnishing with the annual
Grand Rank investitures for Craft and
Royal Arch. Hearty congratulations to
all those promoted or appointed at
these meetings. I should also like to
record the gratitude of us all to E.
Comp Chris Frankland for his
signiﬁcant achievements for the
Royal Arch in London during his term
of ofﬁce and we wish him a happy
retirement. The initiatives he
promoted remain valid today and, as
his successor, I look forward to
continuing his good work.
Our Royal Arch playlet, ‘Talking
Heads’, introduced in 2011, is still
going strongly and has been
performed over 100 times, and in
nearly 20 Provinces, where it has
been very well received. We now
have a sister presentation, ‘In Camera

- Your Chapter In Focus’, for
performing in Chapters only, which is
also proving popular and which you
can learn more about in the article on
page 13.
The signiﬁcant event of the
moment is the Metropolitan Grand
Master’s £2m Appeal, announced in
March, for the London Air
Ambulance, aimed at funding a
second emergency medical helicopter
for this valuable service in the capital.
While the Appeal will extend across
this year and 2016, I understand we
may have our ﬁrst sight of the new
machine sometime in the next few
months.
As we enter the summer season, we
look forward to a slower pace for
Lodge and Chapter meetings and a
chance to catch up on some of the
things we have been meaning to do
for a while. That may mean dealing
with administrative matters that have
been crying for attention, learning a

particular piece of ritual, or sorting
out our Masonic diaries for the rest of
the year. So let me ﬁnish by
reminding you of some
entertainments we have planned for
the autumn. On 10 September, at the
MMCS Concert, the Metropolitan
Grand Master, the Assistant Grand
Master, the Deputy Grand Secretary
and others will be reading their
favourite poems interlaced between
musical items. On 30 September, at
the Inaugural Organ Concert to mark
the completion of the refurbishment
of the Grand Temple organ, the
renowned organist, Thomas Trotter,
will be giving a recital. On 28
November, the second Metropolitan
Ladies Night will have an exciting
‘sixties’ theme - how can anyone
resist?
I wish you all an enjoyable and
restful summer,
Chris

EDITORIAL

to its own rituals, or c) attend a 250
year anniversary meeting in the same
fortnight? All of these feature in this
quarter's packed edition.
I look forward to being able to report
on the ﬁrst National Conference for
New and Young Masons Clubs on the
24th October. Our own Connaught
Club is acting as host and lead, with
subsequent conferences to be held in
the Provinces. It should be a great
opportunity for younger brethren to
exchange ideas and to have fun! The
bars of Great Queen Street have been
warned!

Also, in another innovation for
London, the LR/LGR investitures on
Thursday 5th November will be open
to wives, partners and friends of those
being honoured, as has been the case
with the SLGR Investiture for a
number of years. This allows us to
share our masonry directly with our
friends and family and for some, to
see Freemasons' Hall and Grand
Temple for the ﬁrst time.
I hope you enjoy the edition - as
ever, you can send comments to
arena@metgl.com
EDITOR

Dear Readers
I celebrate my fourth anniversary as
Editor with this edition and might
therefore claim some experience, but I
continue to be amazed by the sheer
breadth, scale and frequency of our
events. Where else would you be able
to attend a) a Lodge for Cyclists only,
b) see the working of a third degree
(done under dispensation) by a
Scottish Constitution Lodge according
SUMMER 2015

3

A YOUNGER
MASON SPEAKS...
M

Bro. David Herbert of
Basketmakers Lodge
No. 5639 recently joined
the Craft. Here he writes
about that experience…

4

y initiation to the
Basketmakers’ Lodge No.
5639 was held quite recently at
the Charterhouse on the edge
of the Square Mile. I was
apprehensive and excited, but
not nervous or fearful. There
had of course been plenty of
‘ribbing’ by Lodge members in
the weeks and months leading
up to the ceremony and I had
been treated to a number of
exaggerated tales alluding to the
strange activities I was about to
undergo. However, the
overwhelming sense I got from
literally every Mason I spoke to
about my imminent
introduction, was of the
fraternal bond that was about to
be created and above all else,
that I should try to enjoy the
experience of my ‘Initiation’.
Obviously, the wilder and more
alarming of the prophecies
never materialised and I found
the entire process one of the
most remarkable of my life.
I was guided, encouraged,
prompted and reassured so
kindly throughout the
process,and given every
possible assistance by so many
people (many that I hardly
knew and some not at all).
These people were going to
such lengths for my beneﬁt, it
was an extremely intense
feeling of camaraderie and
fellowship that I had not
expected, nor previously
experienced. It was a wonderful
thing to be placed in that
vulnerable position, but also to
feel the care and protection of
the entire room - an elating and
never to be forgotten moment.
At the Festive Board
afterwards, there were more
rituals, processes and rules to
absorb and appreciate. The
complexity and diversity of the
Craft has been one of the most

surprising aspects and
apparently each Lodge is also a
little bit different! While
enjoying dinner next to the
Master, W. Bro Mark Cooper, I
discovered for the ﬁrst time
that the entire ceremony had
been conducted from memory
– an amazing and inspirational
feat.
At 58 years old, I guess my
entering the world of
Freemasonry has come a little
later than many. I don’t know
why that was, but the term
‘Freemason’ still carries a
certain amount of bad press
and suspicion and that may
well put some people off and
perhaps it did with me too. But
over the past few years I found
myself realising that so many of
the people I liked, respected
and hoped I could call ‘friend’,
were in fact Masons. It just
seemed unlikely that these
people would all be involved in
something that was not
positive, helpful and sociable but how was I to join? I’m
afraid I just “Googled” it and the
overwhelming advice was to
simply ask a Mason and he will
guide you. I did just that and
W. Bro Glynn Jones, SLGR
could not have been more
supportive, informative and
helpful in steering me through
the application and this ﬁrst
stage of my Masonic life.
In preparation for this article,
I was again going through the
very excellent MetGL Initiate’s
Guide that was presented to me
on the day. It asks the question:
“Why become a Freemason?”
and among the list of previous
answers was ‘Brotherhood’.
There can, in my view, be no
better reason – I just wish I’d
done it sooner.

ISSUE 21

arena

T H E M E N AT T H E T O P :

IAN SABIN
A further meeting for W. Bro Stan Marut with another
of the Metropolitan Grand Lodge’s Men at the Top…

T

he ﬁrst image (see above photo)
with which we start this proﬁle
is of a blond-haired, tanned, 5 year
old Ian Sabin living the idyllic life of
an expatriate child in sunny Trinidad
where his father, an accountant,
worked for a shipping company. The
idyll was not permanent as school
beckoned and the family returned to
England settling in Essex, just in
time for the worst winter in living
memory in a house with no central
heating! After attending the local
primary school, Ian went to
Davenant Foundation Grammar
School in Loughton where he
excelled academically, eventually
gaining a whole 'clutch' of GCE ‘O’
levels, 'A' and 'S' Levels in
Chemistry and Biology; necessary
qualiﬁcations for medical school.
Medicine was not Ian’s ﬁrst choice
though. He was more inclined
towards becoming a ﬁghter pilot
having ﬂown with the RAF as a keen
member of the local ATC.
Commercial ﬂying was another
possible choice, or marine biologist.
The fantasy of marine biology
somewhere warm like Trinidad or
the Seychelles was soon replaced by
the more likely vision of working in
the vicinity of a North Sea oil rig!
Neither of these careers was pursued
and medicine, being replete with
various possibilities was chosen
instead. London medical schools

SUMMER 2015

were immediately discounted due to
the possibility of having to live at
home and the nearest alternative
medical faculty of any standing was
in Cambridge.
After an interview at Gonville and
Caius College, the suggestion that he
should to do a third year in sixth
form preparing for Cambridge did
not appeal and Ian decided to afﬁrm
his independence. He applied
instead to Dundee University, which
boasted a very progressive
department of medical education
and which, co-incidentally of course,
was not just up the road from home!
Dundee was a small university but
the medical faculty took many
traditions from a centre across the
Tay - previously being Queen’s
College St. Andrew’s University. Ian
spent a lot of his time in the hospital
library at Ninewells as he tried to
learn the many facets of medical
practice. It was however, certainly
not ‘all work and no play’, having
learned to shoot in the ATC, Ian was
also a very active member of the
university riﬂe club, competing in
county and inter-university
competitions. Progressively he
became Match Secretary and then
Captain of the club and a University
Blue having represented Scottish
Universities on a number of
occasions including a tour of France
and Germany at the end of his

medical studies – the team of 10 was
unbeaten in every match. He also
discovered football (or the nearest
equivalent in Scotland) and became
a Dundee United season ticket
holder - although they didn't become
Premier League Champions until the
year following his graduation!
For his clinical training he was
based at Ninewells Hospital in
Dundee and also at the now closed
Dundee Royal Inﬁrmary, graduating
in 1981. His move south was
relatively swift and in 1984 he was
appointed to the St. Bartholomew’s
surgical rotation which included
placements in neurosurgery, general
surgery and orthopaedics. There was
and is, he says, an instant
gratiﬁcation from curing a patient by
removing a benign tumour. He
likened intricate surgery to using the
tactile skills required in making
model aircraft or painting model
soldiers. Perhaps a strange analogy,
but one that immediately gives a
strong view of the level of close
detail and skill involved. Ian went
on to specialise in neurosurgery and
after further training at Queen
Square and in Edinburgh was
appointed to a Consultant post at
5

Barts in 1992, where he continues to
practice and is also Medical Director
of the London Gamma Knife Centre.
He has been very involved with the
Royal College of Surgeons, passing
Fellowship examinations in both
Edinburgh and London. He was a
Member of the Court of Examiners,
a Member of the Specialty Advisory
Committee and the Neurosurgical
Tutor for 10 years at the Royal
College of Surgeons of England.
It was during his early years as a
Consultant at Barts that
Freemasonry was ﬁrst discussed
and in November 1995, he was
Ian at work.
initiated into St. George’s and
Corner Stone Lodge No. 5, having
waited 2 years to come in.
Masonry at this stage
was a diversion, with
little hint that it would
become a major
interest in the future.
The demands of being
a surgeon were such
that he would ﬁnish
work at nine o’clock
most nights - not very
conducive to Lodge
attendance!
Nevertheless, he
enjoyed
the fellowship
Ian and his wife in the school room of the
and fraternity and, as his
Hancock Shaker Village in New England.
experience grew, so did
his knowledge of the
Craft and its intricacies.
He was exalted into Holy
Royal Arch in 2004 in St.
George’s Chapter No. 5
and became Worshipful
Master of Lodge No. 5 the
1995 Initiated into St. George’s and
following year, which
Corner Stone Lodge No. 5
happened to be its 275th
anniversary year! As a
2005 WM, St. George’s and Corner Stone
'Red
Apron' Lodge
Lodge No. 5
Master, he became one of
2004 Exalted into St. George’s Chapter No. 5
the Grand Stewards of
2005 Grand Steward – Joined Grand
that year.
Ian is still interested in
Stewards Lodge
football
and when
2006 PGStwd,
Dundee United player,
2007 VO (SLGR)
Richard Gough, was
2009 SVO
transferred to Tottenham
Hotspur, he became a
2010 Joined Rahere Lodge No. 2546
season ticket holder at
2012 MetSGW
Spurs! He subsequently
2013 Promoted to MetGInsp, Active JGD;
became involved with
PAGSoj
club on a professional
basis as a neurosurgeon.
2013 Joined Royal Alfred Lodge No. 780;
He recalls a time when at
2014 Joined Rahere Chapter 2546 – now ‘H’
a match with his eight
2015 Promoted to PSGD, PGSoj
year old son, he was

Masonic Career
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called to the dressing rooms to examine
a player who had been taken off the
ﬁeld of play after a head injury. Whilst
attending to the player, a member of the
coaching staff asked the young boy what
his father did. When told that he was a
brain surgeon the man said, “he won’t be
needed in there then”, implying that
most footballers have their brains in
their feet! This neurosurgical connection
with sport led to later involvement with
the British Superbike series and even
the purchase of a Virgin MobileYamaha
R7 from the team in 2002 which he took
around a number of circuits (including
instruction from a World Champion at
Imola) before coming down to earth
when he ‘highsided’ at Brands Hatch’s
Druids hairpin bend . A fractured wrist,
damaged shoulder and broken ribs were
nature’s way of telling him to stick to
watching the bikes on TV!
In 2006 he was asked if he would like
to become a VO. His rank of PGStwd
was not one easily recognised in
London, leading to the award of SLGR by
the Metropolitan Grand Master.
Promotions followed swiftly and in 2009
he was made an SVO. In 2010, with
slightly more time available to him, he
ended the anomaly of being a senior
member of Barts surgical establishment
without having even visited the Barts
Lodge, Rahere No. 2546 (see arena 16).
Having visited, he was lucky enough to
be invited to join and became Master in
2013. He was appointed to the Board of
Trustees of the Masonic Samaritan Fund
in 2012. This proved to be a pivotal year
as he was also appointed MetSGW and
invested as Z in St. George’s Chapter No.
5. Met Grand Inspector followed in
2013, the same year that he seconded
the re-election of the Grand Master at
the March Quarterly Communication
leading to his appointment as Junior
Grand Deacon with PSGD following in
2015. One spinoff from his involvement
in surgical training and close
supervision of surgical trainees has been
the ability to direct appropriately any
who were interested into Freemasonry,
with a reasonable number having joined
Lodges in the past 15 years.
Freemasonry also had a part to play in
the career development of his wife,
Sarah. As a young woman she attended
a Ladies Festival at the invitation of her
then boyfriend and by chance met the
Director of Nursing of a local hospital,
who encouraged her to become a
student nurse. During her nursing
career, she worked her way up the
ISSUE 21
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Ian on the track at Almeria.

ladder being appointed tothe post of
Chief Nurse at a large private
hospital where she ﬁrst met Ian - the
couple were married at Barts the
Less in 2007. She has continued to
advance within the healthcare sector,
becoming a CEO in charge of a major
division. Without that initial chance
meeting at a Ladies Night, she may
never have applied for nursing and
their paths would probably never
have crossed. Ian has two sons from
his ﬁrst marriage. The eldest is 23
years old and has a ﬁrst class
honours degree in creative writing
from Roehampton University and
although he has recently enjoyed a
guided tour of Freemasons’ Hall, is
not currently inclined to masonry.

His youngest is 14 and has many
years to consider his options.
Being an Inspector, Ian has views
about the way his Lodges are
“managed”. He feels that very little
policing is needed and that what is
looked for is mainly advice,it being
important not to pressurise
individuals unnecessarily. After all,
he says, masonry should be an
enjoyable experience. He does,
nevertheless, have responsibility for
around 85 Lodges and a team of
almost 40 VOs/SVOs which does
generate a lot of visits, meetings and
emails.
Much of the administration, he
believes, should be possible to
manage online when the eagerly

awaited Adelphi 2, the UGLE
database enhancement goes live. As
one involved in the forefront of
using advanced computer-linked
technology to aid human skill and
knowledge in his day job, he also
sees an opportunity for it to be used
wherever relevant in Masonry.
Indeed, he would be open to the
possibility of virtual LoI's via
webcam and Skype, to assist with
learning and rehearsal for meetings
and which could only improve the
experience for the candidate and for
the members of the Lodge.

Five things you didn't know about Ian Sabin:
1) Ian's first name is Howard

2) University Blue for Shooting (shot for Scottish Universities - 22 target rifle)

3) Guitar collector (and poor guitarist)

4) Neurosurgeon to British Superbike series in 2003,non-affiliated neurosurgeon to NFL at Wembley and
former neurosurgical advisor to Tottenham Hotspur (fan for 26 long and painful years)

5) High handicap golfer (member at Royal Cinque Ports, Deal)
SUMMER 2015
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CONNAUGHT CLUB UPDATE
O

n Thursday 7th May 2015, The
Connaught Club (the club for
London Masons who are under
thirty-ﬁve years old), hosted its
eighth annual Open Reception in the
Grand Vestibule at Freemasons’ Hall.
The event, which was attended by
over seventy Masons, non-Masons,
and Club members followed much
the same format as previous years –
the guests were invited into the
Grand Temple to marvel at their
surroundings, whilst being
enlightened by the special guest
speakers, and then released out into
the Grand Vestibule for prosecco,
wine, sandwiches, mingling and a
rafﬂe.
This year, the speakers were
introduced by current Club
Chairman, Bro. Mitchell MerrickThirlway. Bro. Mitch ﬁrst thanked all
of the attendees for coming and
explained a little about the Club:
“Since our Patron, the Metropolitan
Grand Master, came up with the
fantastic idea of The Connaught Club
eight years ago, the Club has become
a focal meeting point for young
Masons all over London. The Club
was founded soon after the ﬁrst
Open Reception in 2007, and each
year, the Club has increased its
membership and the amount of
events it holds. And here we are
today, eight years and over 260
members later.”
Bro. Mitch then went on to
introduce the guest speakers for the
evening. The ﬁrst speaker was none

other than VW Bro. Ian Currans,
AMetGM, who began by expounding
Freemasonry’s place in the modern
world and the great charitable work
it does. Bro. Ian then spoke a little
about Metropolitan Grand Lodge,
what it is and what it does for
London Masons.
Once Bro. Ian had ﬁnished
speaking, Bro. Mitch announced to
the attendees that the charity for
which the Club will be raising funds
in 2015 is the mental health charity
Rethink. Rethink, in partnership
with MIND, are behind the excellent
‘Time to Change’ campaign, which
aims to end the stigma of mental
health. “The Club is very proud to
announce that it will be supporting
this fantastic charity, and as a result,
the ‘Time to Change’ campaign.
“As Freemasons, we belong to an
outstanding organisation which has
no time for the disgusting and
archaic prejudices of homophobia
and racism. It’s now time that we
should ﬁght together to end the
equally outdated, punishing and
repellent stigma of mental illness.
With one in four people suffering
mental illness at some point in their
life, we all do, or will, know
someone who is unwell and in need
of our help. They may be your
partner, your mother, your father,
your sibling, your friend, or you,
yourself. No matter who they are,
one thing is guaranteed, at some
point in your life, you will have to
deal with the issue of mental illness

– if you haven’t already.
If we can create an environment
within Freemasonry where we can
be open and talk to each other about
what we, or our loved ones are going
through, we will be able to shrink
the metaphorical ‘elephant in the
room’, which will diminish, and
hopefully destroy, the stigma of
mental health. If we can achieve
this, and it helps just one person feel
that they can seek help, without the
fear of being stigmatised, then all of
our efforts will have been
worthwhile.”
Bro. Mitch then introduced two
representatives from Rethink to
speak. The ﬁrst was Daniel Walsh,
who described the work Rethink
carry out and all of its great
achievements to date. Carl Burkitt,
who works exclusively on the Time
to Change campaign, explained how
successful the campaign is currently
and then read out one of his blog
posts, which described his personal
experience of suffering with
depression two years ago. Both
Daniel and Carl thanked the Club for
choosing their charity and informed
the attendees they would be staying
for the refreshments in the Vestibule,
with the hope of speaking to as
many of them as possible.
The Chairman then announced the
Club’s 2015/16 charity endeavour–
Thames to Change. “On Saturday, 12
March 2016, the Club’s ﬁttest and
ﬁnest will endeavour to
cumulatively row the length of the

The Connaught Club Committee.
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(L to R) Mr Daniel Walshe from
Rethink, Mr Carl Burkitt from Time to Change,
Club Chairman Bro. Mitchell Merrick-Thirlway, VWBro
Ian Currans AsstMetGM and WBro Yasha Beresiner.

Club Chairman Bro. Mitchell Merrick-Thirlway
addressing a new Masons reception.
Thames and back (on rowing
machines) – a distance of 700 km –
in the Grand Vestibule at
Freemasons’ Hall”. This was met
with great excitement by the crowd,
with some of the members
volunteering (each other!) to row a
few kilometres.”
Last, but not least to speak, was
renowned Masonic historian, W.Bro
Yasha Beresiner, who gave a very
informative (though, due to time

constraints, very condensed), history
of Freemasonry. Bro. Yasha
explained the origins of the Craft in
the City of London taverns and
informed the engrossed crowd which
historic celebrities had been
members of the Craft.
Once Bro. Mitch had thanked all of
the special guests for giving up their
time to come along and making the
event a resounding success,
everyone withdrew from the Grand

Temple to enjoy each other’s
company in the Vestibule whilst
nibbling and slurping away on the
provided refreshments.
If you would like to donate towards
the Club’s Thames to Change
endeavour (or get involved by
rowing a few kilometres) or learn
about other upcoming Club events,
please go to the Club website:
www.connaughtclub.org
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FA M O U S L O N D O N E R S :

FREDERICK
PEPYS
COCKERELL
W. Bro Stan Marut looks at the life of the architect of the 1869
Freemasons’ Hall in Great Queen Street – Frederick Pepys Cockerell.

M

any will have spotted the
plaques commemorating the
founding of the FA and the
Geological Society on the exterior
wall of the section of the Grand
Connaught Rooms nearest
Freemasons' Hall. Perhaps less well
known is the fact that this small
remnant (see photo) was part of the
second Freemasons’ Hall opened in
1869 to replace its predecessor which
by the mid-nineteenth century had
been found to be too small and not ﬁt
for its purpose. There is nothing
however on the exterior of the
building that gives any indication as
to who its architect, Frederick Pepys
Cockerell, was. He was chosen from
many competing architects, yet little
is known of him and there is no
extensive biography available.
Born in Belgravia, in March 1833,
Frederick Cockerell was the third son
of Charles Robert Cockerell, a
distinguished architect. Frederick
entered Winchester College in 1845
where it appears he did reasonably
well but did not win any prizes. He
then enrolled in Kings College
London in October 1848 at the age of
15. The entrance paper was
completed and the sum of £28
14shillings was paid as fees for two
terms and he was admitted to the
Department of Applied Sciences. On
leaving Kings, he had pupillage with
a number of architects such as Philip
C Hardwick RA, (of the 'Euston Arch'
fame) who would later provide
testimony as to Frederick's
architectural abilities. After
completing a study tour of the major
Italian cities, he returned to England
in 1856 to work for his father..
Masonically speaking, his career
10

began with the submission of
drawings for the rebuilding of Grand
Lodge. In 1862 The President of the
Board of General Purposes and the
Building Committee, RW Bro John
Havers, had been unhappy about the
fact that there was no distinction
between those areas used for eating
and drinking and those for masonic
meetings in the current facility. To
him it was, “a disgrace and reproach
that the most ancient, inﬂuential and
by far the most wealthy Grand Lodge
in the world should longer permit its
headquarters to be used as a Tavern”.
Thus began the search for the
architect who would present a design
that would be acceptable. At this
time Cockerell was not a Freemason.
Architects were invited to put
forward their plans in early 1863.
However, they were not to append
their name to any submission, but to
afﬁx a motto. Details of each motto
were placed in an envelope only to
be opened when the successful
design was chosen. There were
altogether 19 entries and Cockerell,
aged only 30, was the winner. His
age did cause somewhat of an
impediment but he managed to
secure testimonies from leading
members of the architectural
profession. However, in the
meantime he was ushered into
Westminster and Keystone Lodge No.
10 where he was initiated on the 13th
April 1863, Passed on 11th June and
Raised on 8th July. Once he had
become a Freemason in April, he was
appointed Grand Superintendent of
Works in the same month. He was
subsequently Exalted into the Holy
Royal Arch in Westminster and
Keystone Chapter No. 10 in 1866.

There was some criticism of the
plans submitted by the various
participants and one commentator
writing in The Freemasons’ Magazine
and Masonic Mirror (June 20th 1863)
thought that some of these plans
'could not lay the remotest claim to
be the work of architects'! Cockerell’s
plans, however, although not one of
these, he thought were somewhat
confused and likened the front
elevation very much to one of the
bays at Kings Cross Station!
The laying of the foundation stone
took place amidst much pomp in
April 1864. Cockerell had by this
time been a Freemason for about a
year. The Freemasons’ Magazine and
Masonic Mirror reported the event
and the builder delivered to the Most
Worshipful Grand Master, the Earl of
Zetland, a most beautiful trowel. The
Grand Master then proved the stone
by plumb rule, level and square and
the Grand Superintendent of Works,
Bro. Cockerell (remember he was
still only a Master Mason!) delivered
to the Grand Master a mallet which
was the one that had been used by
Sir Christopher Wren in laying the
foundation stone of St. Paul’s
Cathedral. There then followed an
oration by the Grand Chaplain who
stated that, “…may, then, the stone
we have laid today according to
Masonic ceremonial be the
foundation of a structure perfect in
all its parts and honourable to the
builder”.
The appointment of Cockerell to
such an eminent position as Grand
Superintendent of Works may not
have been universally approved
especially by the incumbent, a Bro.
Daukes, but the Grand Master stated
ISSUE 21

arena
that having appointed Cockerell to
superintend the construction of the
new building, he had felt that it was
the right thing but, at the same
time, did not wish to cast a slur or
disrespect on Bro. Daukes. The new
Hall was inaugurated in April 1869.
The purpose of the new Grand
Lodge was to include “good ofﬁces
for our charities, a handsome
boardroom for our meetings,
convenient Lodge rooms for our
Lodges, a grand banqueting hall for
our social gatherings and a restored
temple moreworthy of our sacred
rites”.
It was a ceremony that the
reporter in The Freemason (April
17th 1869) said 'would never be
forgotten by those who had been
present'. Considering the criticism
that the plans submitted by way of
competition had received from
certain observers, Bro. Havers said
that in the execution of the work,
the Grand Superintendent of Works
had rescued the system of
competition from previous
disfavour, and that the Building
Committee had accepted the best
design. Although Frederick Pepys
Cockerell’s name does not readily
spring to mind, he was, however,
well esteemed and noted not only
for his Freemasons' Hall but also for
many other outstanding buildings
in different parts of the country, not
least Little Holland House and St.
John-at-Hampstead Church.
During this extremely busy period
in his life, he married Mary Mulock
of Bellair, Kings County (now
County Offaly)in Ireland. Mary was
the seventh child of fourteen and

Artist impression of the completed front
elevation which appeared in The Builder
Magazine August 18 1868.
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had been married and widowed
before she met Frederick. However,
they were married in July, 1867 at
St. James, Piccadilly. They had ﬁve
children. His death was somewhat a
tragedy, Mary having just given
birth to their ﬁfth child. On his visit
to Paris in November 1878,
representing the interests of the
Royal Institute of British Architects,
Bro. Cockerell died suddenly. The
remnant of the 1869 Grand Lodge
building is testimony to an
outstanding architect of his time
and a reminder of the history not
only of London Masonry, but also
the history of Grand Lodge at that
great time of Empire. His early
passing was deeply regretted. An
article in the Freemasons' Chronicle
dated December 21st, 1878, stated
that, “the loss of one who had so
highly distinguished himself in the
profession of architecture, as well as
in the science of Free and Accepted
or Speculative Masonry must be,
and is, deeply lamented by the
whole of the English
Craft….”

Acknowledgements: I am grateful
for the very generous assistance given
by Peter Aitkenhead and Susan Snell
at the Library of Freemasonry;
Catriona Cornelius of the Royal
Institute of British Architects: Suzanne
Foster of Winchester College, Jennifer
Camilleri of the Royal Academy and
Frances Pattman of Kings College,
London, Library Archives. Other
sources: The Hall in the Garden –
Freemasons’ Hall and its place in
London– Lewis Masonic -- 2006

The new Hall after its inauguration.

Part floor plan of Freemasons' Hall
of 1869.

The remnant of Cockerell's Freemasons'
Hall today in Great Queen Street
(photo Stan Marut).
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Do you think you have what
it takes to be an Almoner?
W. Bro Garry Gilby, PGStB, Assistant to the Metropolitan Grand
Almoner poses a challenge to London masons with this question,
and gives some detail on the required answer…

T

he role of Almoner is vital in
providing support to the
brethren and dependants of your
Lodge or Chapter. The Almoner is
the 'eyes and ears' of every unit. He
looks out for signs of distress, lends
an ear of support, or answers the
need for guidance on what the
Masonic Charities can provide,
through to arranging for a grant
application to be made. He may
even make a visit to assist in ﬁlling
out the application form. The
majority of the work of an Almoner
occurs outside the lodge meetings
and can often take an enormous
amount of time, depending on what
needs to be done and of course the

It’s time
to play...

health and well being of the
brethren.
So what do you need to be a good
Almoner?
First of all you need to be
enthusiastic, approachable and have
an eye for looking out for the tell-tale
signs. A brother has missed a
meeting. Why, you should ask. Is
everything ok? Is there a reason for
this? Should you make contact to see
if he needs anything etc?
You should also be caring,
considerate, adaptable, and able to
respond to a request often at short
notice when you may have already
planned your day. These are just

some of the key attributes required
for the role. So if you are
considering becoming an Almoner,
pause for a few moments and think
about what the role really involves.
If you can meet these core elements
and you say yes, you will be taking
on a valuable and rewarding ofﬁce
that you will certainly get a lot of
pleasure from by helping those at a
time of need.
More information can be found on
the Almoner pages at Porchway,
along with dates for all the Almoner
workshops run by Metropolitan
Grand Lodge.
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THE ROYAL ARCH
IN CAMERA
– YOUR CHAPTER
IN FOCUS

arena

Assistant Metropolitan Grand Superintendent
VW Bro Ian Currans gives us a snapshot of this
new production from the Royal Arch team…
arena: How did the idea for In Camera come about?
Ian: One of the most frequent comments about the Royal Arch that
we hear on our visits is that our Companions love the ceremony but
are not sure where it sits in the Masonic tradition; who the principal
ofﬁcers represent and what the correct protocols are. That sort of
thing. It was obvious there was a big gap in knowledge to be ﬁlled.
We were looking to produce another presentation on the lines of
Talking Heads; a similar-style piece to be delivered in a Chapter
which answered many of those questions seemed the perfect
solution.
arena: What was the basis for the presentation?
Ian: Ian Crawford had been delivering an innovative talk about the
Royal Arch in Craft lodges for some time. Chris Clark, the drivingforce behind Talking Heads, got together with Ian and came up with a
draft for the production. Then a few of us did some work on it until
we had a ﬁnal script we were happy to launch.
arena: How has it been received?
Ian: It’s been a great success. The concept of three presenters
interacting, a bit of drama, a few jokes, keeps everyone awake and
the sheer volume of knowledge put across ensures everybody who
sees the presentation learns something about the Royal Arch. It lasts
about 30 minutes and there’s a question and answer session
afterwards, usually with one of the Royal Arch Inspectors. So it’s
perfect for those convocations when there’s no exaltation or
installation on the agenda. Many Chapters have welcomed visitors
who are keen to see the presentation, so that has swelled numbers,
added to the atmosphere and created new friendships. There have
been many spin-offs. We’ll be rolling it out to the Provinces after the
summer break.
arena: How does a Chapter arrange a presentation or an individual
Companion get to see one?
Ian: Go onto Porchway- the Royal Arch Members Area and you’ll see
the link. Ian Crawford, who manages the project for us, has his
contact details there, so a Chapter can book a presentation. And
there’s detail of forthcoming presentations, so anyone who wants to
see it can ﬁnd a date and location that suits them. They’ll be very
welcome.
arena: “The Royal Arch in Camera.” What does that mean exactly?
Ian: I’m not telling you! That’s the ﬁrst question answered in the
presentation…you’ll have to go along and ﬁnd out for yourself!
SUMMER 2015
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250 TH ANNIVERSARY
MEETING OF THE LODGE
OF GOOD REPORT NO 136

Bro. Danjal Rein attended this anniversary meeting on
behalf of arena and its readers and reports as follows…

T

he Lodge now known as Lodge of
Good Report No. 136 received its
Warrant in 1765. It thus summoned
Members and Guests to meet for the
occasion of its 250th anniversary
celebrations on Monday 30th March
2015 in the magniﬁcent Temple No. 10
of Freemasons’ Hall, which was full to
capacity.
For the ﬁrst 21 years, the Lodge met
at ﬁve different dining venues in
Holborn. In those days it was
customary for Lodges to hold
meetings around the table at which
they also dined. These “Table Lodges”
had full rituals based on the objects on
the dining table, and it was not until
after the Union in 1813 that Ritual and
Lodge layout were standardised and
the Festive Board was separated from
the work of the Lodge. Nevertheless,
this Lodge has never strayed from the
heart of London and has met in an
area measuring just two miles East to
West, by one mile North to South. Out
of twenty-six different venues, the
longest stint was ninety-ﬁve years at
two venues in Regents Street.
Lodges then did not have names,
just numbers. In those days Good
Report was ‘Lodge No. 334’. Since then
the Lodge has been renumbered eight
times: in 1770 from No. 334 to No.
269, in 1780 to No. 213, in 1781 to No.
214 and in 1792 to No. 182. It was
normal for the Premier Grand Lodge
to consolidate the Lodge numbers. In
1814 after the amalgamation of the
14

two Grand Lodges, the Lodge received
No. 220, which was changed again to
No. 158 in 1832, before landing at No.
136 in 1863. The Lodge received its
ﬁrst name “St. John the Evangelist” in
1786. Between 1810 and 1836 the
Lodge was called “Royal Theatric
Covent Garden.”
In 1783, the occupations of the new
Lodge members were: four
Gentlemen, two Silversmiths, one
Salesman, one Victualler, one Coach
Founder, one Watchmaker, one
Attorney and one Brazier, whereas the
new members from 1811-1814 were:
two Architects, two Carpenters, one
Cordwainer, three Gentlemen, one
Majesty’s Park Keeper, two
Ironmongers, one Mariner and one
Writer at the Theatre. In 1950 the
Lodge members were: six Directors,
four Stockbrokers, three Solicitors, two
Engineers, two Peers of the Realm,
one Army Ofﬁcer, one Merchant, one
RAF Medic, one Secretary, one
Technical Manager and two whose
occupations were not recorded.
The author Bro. Sir Henry Rider
Haggard belonged to Good Report
from initiation in 1877 to his
resignation in 1890. During this time
he published eighteen books,
including “King Solomon’s Mines” and
“Allan Quartermain”. Who knows if
some Brethren inspired his
characters?
Returning to the present - before
calling off, the normal business of the

lodge was conducted.After calling on,
the Senior Past Master of the Lodge
W.Bro John Wykes, PGStB, occupied
the Chair. The Lodge then received
RW Bro. Russell Race, JP, DL,
Metropolitan Grand Master and his
escorting party. During his later
presentation to the Lodge, the MetGM
said it was: “A great delight and
honour to be here today”, and stated
that despite many changes over 250
years, Freemasonry has remained the
same.
Former Secretary and Historian of
the Lodge, W.Bro Richard Sharp, LGR,
presented a brief history of the lodge
from which much of this article is
derived and for which many thanks.
Thereafter W.Bro Duncan Lord,
PProvGSuptWks [Glos], of Grevum
Lodge No. 7385, presented a boxed set
of gavels found 2 years ago in
Gloucester Masonic Centre. These
gavels date from 1832-1836, and are
marked with the Lodge’s previous
number, 158. Lodge of Good Report
also presented to the MetGM a
donation of £3000 for the
Metropolitan Masonic Charity. In his
response the MetGM stated that "the
Metropolitan Masonic Charity assists
over one hundred London Charities,
for whom donations such as this
mean the world.”
The meeting having ended, a
reception and banquet in the Grand
Connaught Rooms was enjoyed by all
who attended.
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TEMPLARS LODGE
AND CHAPTER
CHARITY INITIATIVE
W. Bro Alan Austin, SLGR, reports for arena:

L

ast Autumn I was charged by
Templars Lodge to ﬁnd a worthy
cause (preferably local to WC2) to
which both Templars Lodge No.
4302, and Templars Chapter No.
4302, could make a donation to and
support on an ongoing basis.
After some research, the Lodge
and Chapter settled on the St.
Pancras Girl Guides and the 8th
Holborn Scouts. On 23rd March 2015,
I presented Jane Palmer, the
Divisional Commander of the St.
Pancras Girl Guides, with a cheque
for £500 from Templars Lodge whilst
E. Comp John Webber presented a
cheque in the same amount to Julian
Fulbrook, the Leader of the 8th
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Holborn Scouts.
Both donations will be used by the
groups to subsidise children who
otherwise might not be able to go on
trips as they come from deprived
backgrounds. This, the Lodge and
Chapter hope, will be the start of an
ongoing relationship with those
organisations and although we might
not be able to donate £1000 every
single year, we will donate as much
as possible to assist those children
who need it the most.
An added Masonic dimension to
the donations: Jane Palmer’s
Grandfather was a Freemason and
she remembers the kindness of his
Lodge in sending ﬂowers to the

funeral of her Grandmother, some
twenty years after her Grandfather
passed to the Grand Lodge above.
Showing the strong links between
Scouting and Freemasonry, Julian
Fulbrook informed me that one of
the previous Leaders of the unit, W.
Bro Bill Moschini was a keen
Freemason and that Bro. Bill would
drop in and see the unit on the way
to his Lodge meetings!
Porchway News expects to hear more
about how these donations have
benefitted the St. Pancras Girl Guides
and the 8th Holborn Scouts later in the
year.
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METROPOLITAN OFFICERS
MESS – MARCH 2015
W. Bro Nick Allen attended
the Met Mess for arena and
reports as follows…

W
Jimmy Greaves addresses the Mess.

The Metropolitan Grand Master receiving a cheque for £2,500 from
AMetGM, W. Bro Brian Saidman for the London Air Ambulance Appeal
from the Metropolitan Grand Lodge Clay Shooting Association.

ith sweeping views over the Tower of
London and the iconic Tower Bridge,the
luxurious 5 star City Grange hotel was the
location for the March Metropolitan Ofﬁcers
Mess. Over 250 mess members gathered for this
sold-out lunch to enjoy champagne, good wine
and excellent ‘rations’ in this ﬁne location. Prior
to lunch, the champagne reception proved
popular with all those attending to make new
friends and renew old acquaintances. In the
dining room members sat down to enjoy a
sumptuous three course lunch with good wine
and great company. After welcoming everyone,
RW Bro. Russell Race, Metropolitan Grand Master,
was delighted to receive a cheque for £2500 from
AMetGM, W. Bro Brian Saidman for the London
Air Ambulance Appeal from the Metropolitan
Grand Lodge Clay Shooting Association.
The much awaited entertainment after lunch
was English top-ﬂight football’s highest goal
scorer, Jimmy Greaves,who scored 357 goals. His
recollection of starting his career with Chelsea at
17 in 1957 brought to life how much the beautiful
game has changed. With funny and affectionate
stories and anecdotes he charmed the audience
with modest reference to his time with teams
that included AC Milan, West Ham United,
Brentwood and his ‘spiritual’ home, Tottenham
Hotspur. Over 9 years he became their highest
ever goal scorer with 266 goals and the
Tottenham fans amongst the members were keen
to remind everyone that he also helped them
become the ﬁrst British side to lift a European
trophy in 1963. For the rest of us perhaps, with
44 International goals and still England's fourth
highest international goal scorer, he will best be
remembered as one of England’s greatest ever
strikers... and for being ﬁne entertainment after a
great lunch. As the popularity of these events
has shown it really makes sense to ensure you
book your place early, the next Mess is on 17th
September... don’t miss it!
[Editor’s Note: Since this article was written arena
has learned of the sad news that Jimmy Greaves
suffered a stroke. arena and, we are sure, its
readers, would like to wish Jimmy a speedy
recovery!]

16

ISSUE 21

arena
50 YEAR CERTIFICATE AT
BLOOMSBURY RIFLES
W. Bro John Oram, AGStB, reports for arena on a longservice certificate he presented recently:

O

n Thursday, 11th
December 2014 at the
Central London Masonic
Centre, I had the pleasure of
presenting a 50 year longservice certiﬁcate to W. Bro
Alan Smith, LGR, of
Bloomsbury Riﬂes Lodge No.
2362. It was a splendid
occasion and I reminded the
Brethren just how much times
have changed since 1964,
when Bro. Alan was initiated –

when petrol cost just £1 for
four gallons! Bro. Alan was
greeted with much applause
on receiving his certiﬁcate and
I wish him all the best as he
presses on towards his 60th
year in Freemasonry and
beyond.

arena would also like to
congratulate Bro. Alan on his
great achievement.

SON INSPIRED TO RUN MARATHON
BY FATHER’S SUPPORT FOR
MASONIC CHARITY
A
son of a Freemason was inspired to
take on the Paris Marathon by his
father’s enthusiasm and dedication to
support the Masonic Samaritan Fund.
Elliot Mason’s father, Robert James
Mason is a Metropolitan Grand Lodge
Freemason from Perfect Ashlar Lodge
No. 1178.
“I came to support the MSF through
my dad, who is incredibly passionate
about the work the charity does. I
wanted to raise awareness and money
for the MSF because people with a
health and care need require immediate
treatment and support. The charity also
provides grants to medical research
charities which can help improve
healthcare around the world, helping
groups of people whose complex needs
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are often overlooked and
underfunded” said Elliot.
At the 19th mile, Elliot took a short
break to get down on one knee and
propose to his long-term girlfriend!
After celebrating together, Elliot
raced the remaining seven miles to
complete the course in three hours
ﬁfty minutes. So far Elliot has raised
over £300 for the charity and
donations are still accumulating on
his online fundraising page.
The Paris Marathon starts on the
Champs Elysees, and runners pass
historic sites such as Notre Dame
Cathedral, the Bastille and the
Eiffel Tower before ﬁnishing in
sight of the Arc de Triomphe.

A proposal in Paris!
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LETTER FROM A NEW MASON
E

arlier this year, W. Bro
David Thompson, PSGD,
MetGI, received the usual
conﬁrmation form which
Lodge Secretaries ﬁll out when
a candidate has been newly
initiated in their Lodge. As he
does on receipt of all such
forms, he wrote to the
candidate, on this occasion Mr
Ariel Acman, a nurse,
originally from the Philippines,
but now living and working in
London, who had just been
initiated into Queensway
Lodge of Paddington No. 6833,
to welcome him into the
Fraternity.
Few candidates reply to
these letters and fewer still
with the heartfelt words which
Bro. Ariel Acman sent to David
and which with their
permission, we reproduce
here. Originally planning to go

into a lodge in Middlesex with
Bro Fred Ventura, Bro. Ariel
withdrew for reasons of health
(and perhaps a little
apprehension), but being
friends also with Bro. Lester
Balabat, Mentor of QLoP, he
was introduced to the Lodge
and feeling reassured and
guided, decided to join.
Dear W. Bro David,
Thank you for giving me a
chance to be a member of the
most honourable institution in
the world. I will do my best not
to let the brotherhood down on
my journey. It was my second
attempt to knock on the door. My
first was two years ago. I was a
coward and just disappeared
asking myself questions. I then
read about Freemasons. It just so
happened one of my friend, now
my brother was there when I

was sick and hospitalised on
heart (Mitral Valve repair)
operation, he was there when I
had low morale. He was there
when I was down and lonely. He
was there when I almost lost my
life. He gave me moral support
and gave my life a lift, he called
me every now and then...and
never left me to darkness. To my
friend and my brother Fred
Ventura, thank you for your
kindness to me. You're such a
wonderful person. That was the
time I decided to knock again
and eager to join Freemasons. He
inspired me the things he'd done
to me and that's how I know a
member of Freemasons do help
people.
I was so grateful and thankful
enough for accepting me and
being a part of this group.
Kind regards,
Ariel Acman

info@lifeskitchen.com
020 7248 1163
www.lifeskitchen.com
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Together we understand the intricate details and event requirements of the Masonic world, from the venue to the catering we can
assist with all of your Masonic needs. Information Technologists’ Hall is a fully approved venue by Metropolitan Grand Lodge to
host Masonic Meetings, sitting alongside our extensive knowledge and experience organising such occasions.
Within the heart of the City of London we can provide bespoke Masonic packages,
discounted and exclusive venue hire, and use of our Lodge furniture. For further
details please get in touch and we would be delighted to help.
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W. BRO JAYSON
BRINKLER
BREAKS WORLD
RECORD

W

. Bro Jayson Brinkler of Cambell Lodge
No. 1415, an 'eight-time' British champion
drummer, broke the Guinness World Record on
Saturday 16th May 2015, for the World's Longest
Individual Drum Roll, setting a new record time
of 12 hours 5 minutes and 5 seconds and raising
money for the Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and
Boys.
The drum roll record, which must be
continuous and without break or pause, was
ﬁrst brought to Bro. Jayson’s attention via
Facebook when a post appeared on his timeline
of a Marine attempting to beat it. That attempt
was later deemed invalid and Bro. Jayson
thought he might do better. Bro. Jayson, a
member of Facta Non Verba Chapter No. 3409
and sponsored by Tama Drums, thought it
would be a ﬁtting way to mark his 30th year of
playing the drums by bringing the record to the
UK for the ﬁrst time - breaking it using a pair of
drum sticks he has had for 30 years to mark the
anniversary.
Bro. Jayson, who currently teaches school
children drumming skills in Bexley, as part of
their Duke of Edinburgh Award, was ﬁrst
inspired as a child in the 1980's from watching
Record Breakers on TV and dreamed what it
would be like to one day achieve a world record.
The attempt, which was witnessed by the
Mayor of Dartford and BBC TV's 'EastEnders'
actress Cheryl Fergison, almost failed when a
small injury Bro Jayson had sustained to his left
wrist the week before caused his wrist to seize
up half way through the attempt. Bro. Jayson
pushed through four hours of pain however and
continued on to beat the world record.
arena would like to congratulate Bro. Jayson on
his fantastic achievement.
SUMMER 2014
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OLIVIER
AWARD FOR
BRO. HENRY
SHIELDS
O

ne of our younger London brethren, Bro Henry
Shields, is JD at Imperial Cadet Lodge No.3824 and a
fourth generation Freemason (the son of W. Bro Tony
Shields, PGStB, Metropolitan Grand Charity Steward)
having joined in November 2012.
Beginning in 2008 he trained at the London Academy
for Music and Dramatic Art (LAMDA) for four years,
where he joined the comedy troupe Mischief Theatre.
After graduating in 2012 he wrote The Play That Goes
Wrong with two fellow members of the company and has
been performing in it since then. The show has now been
running for three years, during which time it has had two
West End runs, a UK tour, has won the 'What's On' Stage
Award and the Olivier Award for Best New Comedy and
has been seen by over 200,000 people.
Henry will be 27 in August this year.

arena would like to congratulate Bro. Henry on his splendid
achievement!
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So what's
the KBHC all
about then?
arena’s Chris Starnes takes a look……
The full title of this order
is The Grand Priory of
the Knights Beneﬁcent of
the Holy City of the
Rectiﬁed Scottish Rite of
England and Wales.
This distinguished
Rite claims to represent
the oldest Masonic Order
of Christian Knighthood.
It evolved from the Rite
of Strict Observance
which dates back to the
early 1750s and claimed
a derivation from the
Medieval Templars. In
1782, at Wilhemsbad, the
early claims of origin
were repudiated and the
Order was reformed into
the Rectiﬁed Scottish
Rite. Over the next
Century, and against the
backdrop of the French Revolution,
the several Provinces became
dormant and the rights and archives
were passed to the independent
Province of Helvetia. In 1855, the
Grand Priory of Helvetia became the
sovereign authority of the Rectiﬁed
Scottish Rite.On 2 April 1937, Letters
Patent were granted to the Grand
Priory of the Temple of England.
These were endorsed by Lord
Harewood, the Pro Grand Master.
Within the English Priory,
admission was strictly limited being
bestowed only on the most senior
Knights Templar within Great Priory.
This selective approach continued up
until the 1990s, by which time only
27 brethren had been privileged to
join the Order. From 1994, The
Grand Master continued to confer
the two degrees of the Inner Order upon
20

specially selected candidates through the
Prefectory of St. George of London No. 1.
During an ofﬁcial visit to the Great Priory
of Belgium in November 2006, Most
Eminent & Reverend Knight Leslie Dring
was so taken by the dignity and grandeur
of the ceremonial that he resolved the
Rite should be expanded to promulgate all
three degrees.
A managed expansion of the Order then
ensued, including the consecration of St.
James Lodge No. 2 of Scottish Master of
St. Andrew on 1 May 2007, to assist in
admitting brethren into the 4th degree. In
December of 2007, the Grand Master
implemented the Consecration of four
Prefectures each with three constituent
Lodges of Scottish Masters of St. Andrew
and Regional Grand Prefects. The Order
has grown steadily since then and has just
over six hundred members.
The degrees
Admission to the Rectiﬁed Scottish Rite
is by invitation only and is restricted to
those Christian brethren of the highest
moral calibre who have demonstrated an
outstanding level of commitment to
Freemasonry. Candidates must also be an
Installed Knight in the Knights Templar of
at least two years standing. The ﬁrst three
degrees are not worked as these are
worked within the Craft. Candidates gain
admission into the Rite by reception into a
Lodge of St. Andrew where the 4th degree
Scottish Master of St. Andrew is worked.
Brethren must then render outstanding
service to their Lodge and Prefecture
before they are considered for
advancement. In addition, before a
candidate can become a Squire Novice he
must be an Installed Preceptor in the
Knights Templar.
The 5th degree Squire Novice is the
portal of the Inner Order, where a
ISSUE 21

completely different system of ceremonial
and regalia is employed within a
Commandery. The aspirant must have
developed an understanding that it is
essential to draw away from the domination
of materialism in order to obtain a complete
understanding of the Supreme Being. He is
also required to familiarise himself with the
subject of Heraldry and Arms.
Each Squire Novice who is a candidate who
merits the accolade of KBHC is required to
draw up a proposal for his own personal
heraldic arms, motto and name in ordine.
This proposal is then submitted to the Grand
Herald of the Order.
The 6th degree Knight Beneﬁcent of the
Holy City is the ultimate degree of the Rite
and it is only granted to those brethren who
have made an outstanding contribution to
the order. Granting this degree is the sole
prerogative of the Grand Master and can
only be bestowed by him or his appointed
representative. The postulant is exhorted to
render due obedience by a faithful
observance of God’s law and that well
informed tolerance, high morals and regular
conduct are necessary qualiﬁcations for
those who seek the honour of Knighthood.
The granting of the accolade includes the
Ceremony of Investiture, of Dubbing and of
Consecration as derived from the general
orders of Chivalry.
The regalia of the Order are illustrated in
the two photographs. The Scottish Master of
St. Andrew regalia features an apron edged
in green and is shown in the picture where
the sword is sheathed. The regalia for a
Knight Beneﬁcent of the Holy City includes
a white mantle and is shown in the picture
where the sword is unsheathed. An
interesting aspect of the regalia is that each
mantle is unique to the Knight that it
belongs to and in the centre of the red cross
can be seen the Coat of Arms of that Knight.
The Annual Report of Proceedings and Year
Book of the Order published by Mark
Masons’ Hall, contains a full list and
Armorial role of each Knight’s Coat of Arms
– these are only to be used or displayed for
the purposes of the Order of the KBHC and
not for general use.
The current Head of the Order is Most
Eminent and Reverend Grand Master,
Michael Edward Herbert, and he is assisted
by a Grand Prior & Deputy Grand Master,Dr.
John Lawson William Wright. Within
London, The Prefectory of St. George of
London as well as the St. James Lodge of
Scottish Masters of St. Andrew, meet in
Mark Masons’ Hall from where the Order is
administered.
SUMMER 2015
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BLAKE HALL LODGE AND
THE METROPOLITAN
GRAND STEWARDS
LODGE DEMONSTRATION
TEAM TAKE
W. BRO SIMON DIXON
OUT IN STYLE
Just prior to the MetGL Annual
Meeting, W. Bro Simon Dixon visited
Blake Hall Lodge No. 4245 for his final
official duty as a Metropolitan Grand
Inspector. W. Bro Kyle Alexander, LGR
reports back:

EULOGY
FOR
CLIVE
THOMPSON
B

rethren came together in March this year at the
Memorial Service for the late W. Bro Clive
Thompson, PSGD, MetGInsp, to mourn, to remember
and to laugh - as Clive would have wanted.
The Memorial was attended by Clive's widow, Mrs Ruth
Thompson as chief mourner and took place at a packed
St Paul's Church, Covent Garden being attended by
brethren from Clive's many Lodges and Chapters and
units from other orders. The Ofﬁciating Priest was W.
Bro The Rev'd Timothy L'Estrange, DepGChap who was
assisted by W. Bro the Rev'd. Dr. Simon Thorn, AGChap
and W. BroThe Rev'd Michael Scotchmer, PAGDC. The
very digniﬁed altar serving team was provided by
members of Royal Somerset House and Inverness
Chapter No. 4.
The Eulogy which reﬂected Clive's huge sense of fun
was given by VW Bro. Ian Currans, PGSwdB and W. Bro
David Pickering, SLGR, who had worked with Clive for
many years and who had been introduced to the Craft by
Clive. The tributes to Clive's extraordinarily hard
working life were underscored with many examples of
his wit, sense of humour and sense of generosity towards
others, a theme that was carried through in the Address
given by Bro. Tim. A poem, written by one of Clive's
oldest friends, Brian Wilkie, which had been written for
and very well received at Clive's funeral , was requested
by Ruth to be read again at the Service, to great acclaim.
Masonry in general and London in particular were
served well by Clive and he will be missed.
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T

he Worshipful Master, members and visitors
were most pleased to welcome the
MetGInsp who, in a rare occurrence, accepted
the gavel and sat in the Master’s Chair to sign
the minutes. Explaining that he had made some
170 ofﬁcial visits during his tenure in ofﬁce, Bro.
Simon remarked on his deep enjoyment of the
role and his pleasure in being able to represent
Blake Hall Lodge and so many others of his
inspectorate.
The Lodge was pleased to welcome a joining
member and a re-joining member before the
main entertainment for the evening; the
Metropolitan Grand Stewards Lodge
Demonstration Team.
The Demo Team delivered their abbreviated
version of the 1st Degree catechetical lectures,
which includes a detailed explanation of the
symbolism of the 1st Degree Tracing Board, as
well as many other interesting sections on areas
of Freemasonry not elsewhere explained.
In thanking the team for their performance,
the Worshipful Master was pleased to present a
cheque for the Metropolitan Grand Stewards
Lodge charity fund which will be going to the
MMC Appeal for the London Air Ambulance.
If your Lodge would like a visit from the Demo
Team please email the Team Co-ordinator W. Bro
Peter Lawrence - peterlawrence22@aol.com.
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KENT CLUB UPDATE

F

ollowing our trip to the Tower of
London to see the 750-year old
Ceremony of the Keys and a tour of
the Churchill War Rooms earlier in
the year, members of the Kent Club
joined the Companions of Utilitas
Chapter No. 5693 in celebrating their
200th meeting in April. Following an
excellent Exaltation, we retired to
the Library of the Travellers Club for
a very special Festive Board – at one
stage being treated to several arias
from a mezzo-soprano accompanied
by a pianist.
In addition to our regular preQuarterly Communication breakfasts
and Social Evenings, we are also
arranging a fantastic 4-day activitypacked trip to Edinburgh (1 – 4
October 2015) which will include a
visit to a local lodge, the Grand
Lodge of Scotland, and a guided tour
of the world-famous Rosslyn Chapel.
Also in the pipeline is a wine-tasting
SUMMER 2015

to be held locally to Mark Masons’
Hall, and in December, we will be
joining Lodge of Comity No. 5649 in
celebrating its Ladies Night in the
stunning Great Hall in Lincoln’s Inn.
The Kent Club now operates a
subscription scheme (£10 per year,
with no joining fee), and details of
how to join can be obtained from
membership@kentclub.org. Some of
our events will be members-only,
but others – such as the Social
Evenings – are open to all. Details of
all our events can be found on our
website (www.kentclub.org),
Facebook and via our app (available
for Android and IOS
devices).Alternatively you can
contact info@kentclub.org for more
information.
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COLLECTORS CORNER:

GRAND
STEWARDS'
JEWELS AND
EPHEMERA

Bro. Scott Dunn looks at various items associated
with the Grand Stewards and their Lodges.

T

he position of Grand Steward
dates back to before the Union
and is a highly privileged position.
But what is a Grand Steward? Under
paragraph 36(a) of the Book of
Constitutions it states:
Upon the annual installation of the
Grand Master, he shall appoint
nineteen Grand Stewards and for this
purpose, one brother shall be
recommended annually to the Grand
Master for appointment by each of the
nineteen Lodges, which enjoy the
privilege of recommendation for that
office. Every brother so recommended
must have been a subscribing member
of the recommending Lodge for not less
than five years at the time of the
commencement of his Grand
Stewardship and must have attained
the rank of Master. The name, address
and Masonic rank of every Brother
recommended shall be transmitted by
his Lodge to the Grand Secretary on or
before 31st March and should any
Brother decline the office or be
incapable of discharging the duties
thereof or fail to receive the approval of
the Grand Master, the Lodge, which
recommended him, when informed of
the circumstance, shall within 14 days
transmit the name, address and
Masonic rank of another Brother to
supply his place.
Before the union of the two Grand
Lodges, accomplished on the 27th
December 1813, the number of
Stewards appointed appears to be
twelve. They did not always
represent a particular Lodge
because, previously, the privilege
passed between individuals rather
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than from Lodge to Lodge. However,
under the new Book of Constitutions
of the United Grand Lodge of
England, approved in 1815, a
number of the regulations
concerning Grand Stewards and
Grand Stewards’ Lodges were
framed in a manner which suggests
that Grand Lodge and Grand
Stewards were treated as being
inseparable.
The new regulations set a ﬁxed
date for future Grand Festivals in
April on the Wednesday following
St. Georges Day. At the ﬁrst of these
on 24 April 1816, “the eighteen
Grand Stewards of the Day”, the last
appointed by the Grand Master,
presented their successors and they
were duly proclaimed. The Minutes
of that Meeting indicate the Lodges
from which they came by reference
to the new Lodge numbers allocated
in 1814. They became the Lodges
responsible for nominating a Grand
Steward for the year.
If any Lodge possessing the
privilege of recommendation shall
neglect to recommend a Grand
Steward as required by this rule, that
Lodge (unless it is otherwise
directed by the Grand Master) shall
forfeit its privilege and the Grand
Master shall nominate some other
Lodge to have such privilege in
future.
Grand Stewards are invested at the
Annual Investiture, after
nomination to Grand Lodge and
acceptance by the Grand Master. A
Grand Steward is introduced by his
predecessor to the Grand Master
ISSUE 21

and the other Rulers in the Craft prior to
the Festival. Grand Stewards attend Grand
Lodge at every Quarterly Communication.
The Board of Grand Stewards - as they
are known during their year - selects a
President, Secretary and Treasurer. During
the course of the year the board arranges
between eight and twelve dinners where
guests include the Rulers in the Craft. It is
also responsible for the organisation of the
Grand Festival including sharing part of the
total cost, which can be a quite
considerable sum! For the year, a Grand
Steward is a Grand Ofﬁcer. But unlike any
other Grand Rank, at the end of the year he
becomes a Past Grand Steward and Grand
Rank is not retained. However Past Grand
Stewards are senior to Senior London,
London or Provincial Grand Rank.
Grand Stewards of the year wear plain
red collars, as do the ofﬁcers and Past
Masters of Grand Stewards’ Lodge. Past
Grand Stewards’ collars are edged with
silver (or gold in the case of two Lodges No.
2 and No. 8). Since 1835, the Grand
Stewards’ jewel has been in the style of a
cornucopia between the legs of a pair of
compasses.
Due to their history, items relating to the
Grand Stewards and the Grand Stewards’
Lodge are highly sought after. This often
pushes the item’s value up above the
means of the normal collector, however
some items often come-up on EBay and
can be picked up for modest value and
make great investments for the future.
Of particular interest to collectors is the
well known Hogarth Jewel. Designed by
William Hogarth, appointed a Grand
Steward in 1734 for the 17 April 1735 Feast
at Mercer's Hall, and worn by all Grand
Stewards—and many Past Grand
Stewards—until 1835. These jewels rarely
come to market and when they do they
tend to reach prices in excess of £5,000.

arena

Our pictures this month depict:
A Hogarth Jewel attributed to be between
1735 – 1743
A Past Grand Stewards Jewel hallmarked
for 1877
A program for the Grand Festival
A menu plate for the Grand Stewards Lodge

WE ARE STILL INTERESTED IN SEEING PERSONAL OR LODGE ITEMS FROM THE METROPOLITAN
AREA – PLEASE SEND IN YOUR PICTURES AND ANY HISTORY TO SCOTT_DUNN@HOTMAIL.CO.UK
SUMMER 2015
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CHARITY NEWS:
STEPPING STONES GRANT HELPS
DISADVANTAGED YOUNGSTERS
PROGRESS TO EMPLOYMENT
W. Bro Trevor Koschalka looks at the good work
money from the RMTGB is doing in Deptford…

A

£20,000 grant from the RMTGB
Stepping Stones charity is being
used by the AHOY Centre, a London
watersports charity, to help fund
their Pathway to Employment
Programme: a full-time one year
course, which is designed to help
teach young disadvantaged people
commercial transferable skills to
open up their employment
opportunities.
The primary objective of the
AHOY Centre charity is to offer
learning opportunities for
disadvantaged and at-risk young
people, usually between the ages of
15 and 24. The charity also offers
opportunities for disabled people to
participate in activities and courses
on an equal level. All the activities
and programmes are based at the
AHOY riverside centre in Deptford
and sailing and rowing are included
as options to build skills.
Clair Ongley, the AHOY Centre
Operations Manager explains more:
“The area in which we operate in
has particular issues - including high
levels of unemployment,
disadvantage in income, health and
crime, low levels of educational
attainment, a growing number of
NEETs (young people aged 16 to 24
Not in Employment, Education or
Training) and a poor natural
environment. To help tackle these
issues and youth unemployment we
launched our ‘Pathway to
Employment’ programme in
October 2013 which fully engages
young people, mainly NEET’s in a
full-time/ﬁve days a week, twelve
month programme of practical
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learning in an inclusive and
supportive environment.
Qualiﬁcations include NVQs,
BTechs, NCFEs, BR, RYA and
apprenticeships; one In Activity
Leadership and one in Marine
Construction (Boat Building &
Repair). We have carefully selected
subjects that teach commercial,
transferable skills – opening up
employment opportunities in a
variety of industries including
construction, water sports, teaching
etc. The £20,000 grant from Stepping
Stones scheme is a wonderful
amount to support this programme
and will help us train more young
people who need our charity’s
support.”
Social Worker Ivan Ferreira
provides the following testimonial:
“The real turning point in Adam’s
life was when he decided in
September 2013 to pursue a full-time
AHOY boat building engineering
apprenticeship in Deptford. The
work, support, patience and
guidance put into Adam by all
AHOY’s staff enhanced his overall
emotional and social maturity. It’s
astonishing how mature he has
become this past twelve months and
he is now better emotionally
equipped to deal with his
responsibilities and life challenges.
In many ways Adam’s journey has
now only started - clearly made
possible by the commitment,
passion and belief of the AHOY
centre.“
“Where there is an opportunity
there is hope, where there is hope
there is a future”

ISSUE 21
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RICHARD HOUSE
CHILDREN’S HOSPICE
Richard House Children’s Hospice received £4,000 from
the Metropolitan Masonic Charity last year. Here Bro.
Noël Haynes finds out a little more about what they do.

R

ichard House supports families
in London whose children and
young adults are at risk of death
from a life-limiting health
condition. Since 2000, they have
provided specialist care and
support for the whole family,
helping children and young adults
live for the moment and create
positive memories for the future.
Their purpose-built hospice is in
Beckton, East London and they
support around 300 families who
mostly live in East, North East and
Central London. The charity
provides care and support services
which include personalised
medical care, specialised respite
breaks, art, music and play
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therapy, social activities and endof-life care. They also run support
groups for parents/carers and
siblings and host social activities
where families can enjoy special
time together.
Working together with local
health and social care services,
Richard House ensure families get
the best care and support. Their
partnership with St Joseph’s
Hospice in Hackney is one
example of this, helping young
adults with the transition to an
adult hospice.
They say that whilst they cannot
change a child’s prognosis, they
can be there to support families
and give them the space and

dignity to get through their time
together. Their vision is to help
children to live for today and
create positive memories for
tomorrow. A Play and Care worker
at Richard House says "It's about
living in the moment. We don't
know what tomorrow may bring.
Richard House is a place of life and
celebration."
All of their services are free to
the families they support, and to
provide this they need to raise £2m
from voluntary donations this year.
One parent said “Without the care
that Richard House provides to my
son and the money that is provided
for the nurse that cares for my son,
our family would fall apart.”
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CONTACT A FAMILY’S
SEN ADVICE LINE GETS A
WELCOME BOOST FROM RMTGB
W. Bro Stuart Sherriff highlights work done by Contact a Family…

C

ontact a Family's SEN (Special
Educational Needs) advice line
last year received more than 3,400
calls from parents worried about
their child's education and
disability issues. It has been
awarded £30,000 over two years
from the Royal Masonic Trust for
Girls and Boys to continue its
work.
The demand for the charity's
unique service is growing year on
year. In the ﬁrst three months of
this year there have been over nine
hundred enquiries, a third more
than the same period last year.
The funding will help to meet the
extra demand by funding an
additional part-time SEN specialist
adviser. Many of the families of

28

disabled children are concerned
with the level of support their child
is receiving, 21% are worried about
aspects of their child's
'statementing' and nearly two
hundred calls concerned a child
being ofﬁcially or unofﬁcially
excluded from school. With recent
changes in the law regarding SEN
some families are confused about
the reforms and needed more
information.
Jill Davies who manages the SEN
Advice Line said, “Children with
additional needs need extra
support in school and can miss out
on vital education without it. Often
a call to our helpline is triggered by
an incident, such as an exclusion,
or a child's anxiety and refusal to

attend school. Our advisers help
parents understand their rights and
guide them through the process to
get extra help. We are delighted to
receive this funding from the
Freemasons to help us continue
our vital service. Our SEN Advice
Line provides a one-stop-shop
which means that parents and
carers who have concerns about
any aspect of a child's education
can access in-depth and
personalised advice from fully
trained and experienced SEN
advisers in one place.”
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T H E M E N AT T H E T O P :

CHRIS
McDONALD
Continuing our series which 'introduces',
W. Bro Stan Marut meets Metropolitan Grand
Inspector Chris McDonald…

C

Chris as a young man.

Chris with his wife, Gill.
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hris was educated at Chigwell
School after winning a
scholarship. The School has its
own Lodge (in the Province of
Essex), but Chris was completely
unaware of its existence whilst a
schoolboy as indeed, he was of
Freemasonry, there being no
mention of it at home. His father
was a Head Master and his
mother a housewife/book keeper,
albeit being a serious amateur
opera singer in her spare time.
Although his school results were
ﬁne, Chris was not enthused by
the prospect of further
immediate study. At that time
University tended to be for those
who really wished to pursue
academia. The 'gap year' had not
become a feature and for many
it was all about getting a job
whatever that might be. He was
keen to work and even spent a
brief period in Ibiza as a water
skiing instructor during
summer holidays, a job whose
location and perquisites he
remembers fondly! His ﬁrst
“real” job however was as a
policeman when he was
nineteen years old in 1980.
Chris points out that he really
just drifted into the job,not
seeing it as a vocational
choice. In due course
however, his career in the
police was to be both
distinguished and long.
In 1984 he was shipped off to
Nottingham to provide extra
police cover during the

miners’ strike and relates that
contrary to the popular view, the
Police did build some rapport with
the miners, it being common to
provide surplus police rations to the
families of the striking miners. This
“charity” might no doubt be seen as a
Masonic virtue, but he had not by
this time become a Freemason.
Promotion to Sergeant came in 1985.
His early career was mainly in
London’s East End, with his role
involving interchange between
detective and uniformed duty. He
was promoted through the ranks and
as the Police Commissioner’s Staff
Ofﬁcer; he assumed the rank of
Superintendent in 1999. He was a
Borough Commander and further
promotion followed to Detective
Chief Superintendent when he was
seconded to the Home Ofﬁce as a
Government advisor.
Chris’s ﬁrst encounter with
Freemasonry was through a
colleague. Chris had been introduced
to a few people at Masonic functions
and had liked those that he met.
They were not all policemen, but a
mixture of interesting jobs.Thus he
became a Freemason but
disarmingly admits that there was no
'Road to Damascus' moment and it
was neither the spiritual side, nor
self-awareness which attracted him
at that time, but the social side and
the strong feeling of belonging. He
was initiated in April 1989 into the
Borough of Finsbury Lodge No. 3901
which met at Shuttleworths in the
Strand. Chris recalls the Lodge being
very popular with around ﬁfty at
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Masonic Career
1989
1991
2001
2006
2006
2006
2010
2013
2015

each meeting which gave
Freemasonry a greater import and
validity as he just assumed that all
Lodges sat down with ﬁfty at the
festive board!
Chris recounts that when he told
his father he had become a
Freemason that he passed him a
small square leather pouch
containing the Masonic regalia of his
late Grandfather who had been
Professor of Architecture at
Manchester University, but whose
Masonry had been unknown to
Chris. His Grandfather's Lodge had
been St. Bede’s Lodge No. 1119, based
in the North East. Oddly enough, on
a later visit to Beamish Museum in
County Durham, which houses a
reconstruction of town and city life
in the late 19thand early 20th
centuries, he came across the stoneby-stone reconstruction of the actual
Freemasons’ Hall where St. Bede’s
30

Initiated into Borough of Finsbury Lodge No. 3901
Exalted into Borough of Newham Chapter No. 8627
LGR
Became VO
Active Office – MetDepGSwdB
SLGR
Promoted to PGStB
Promoted to MetGInsp, PSGD and PAGSoj
Promoted to PGSoj

Lodge had met!
Chris enjoyed the
rote learning of the
ritual and performing
it. The Lodge's LoI
had a particularly
high standard and
with the juxtaposition
of working,
remembering,
performing and social
activity, he found he
was really enjoying
his Masonry a great
deal. At the time
Chris was cramming
for his promotion
exams to Inspector,
for which he had to learn much by
rote. He subsequently found this had
helpful parallels within
Freemasonry! Exaltation into Holy
Royal Arch came a little later in 1991
in the Borough of Newham Chapter
No. 8627.
In 2001 after the tragic 9/11
attacks, he was one of a small
number of senior ofﬁcers sent to
New York once the air space was
reopened. Representing the UK and
Metropolitan Police interests was
part of his brief, but his main job was
to support the families of British
victims and ‘bring back the learning’
to the UK. Victim identiﬁcation was
a real challenge, attempting to match
DNA by swabbing body parts and
making comparisons with near
relatives. Chris worked closely with
the British Consul and insurance
companies to ensure families could
receive settlements early (without a

‘body’). This was harrowing work but
on a lighter note, Chris recalls that
on arrival “airside” at New York he
was met by a Secret Service agent
who asked if Chris had his ﬁrearm in
the aircraft hold. Upon receiving the
answer that he had no weapon, the
agent said, “Take mine, Sir! It would
be an honour and a privilege!”
Readers may imagine the agent's
surprise when the proffered weapon
was refused! It was in the same year,
2001, that Chris was promoted to
LGR. Later in 2006 the late Peter
Reynolds asked him to become a VO
and he held Active Ofﬁce as
MetDepGSwdB. W.Bro Ron Venn,
DepGSwdB, was the actual sword
bearer that year and he also went on
to become a MetGInsp. In 2010,
Chris was promoted to PGStB.
In August 2011 following the police
shooting of Mark Duggan in
Tottenham, there were many riots.
Chris sat in on meetings between the
Commissioner, Prime Minister David
Cameron and Home Secretary
Theresa May and later produced the
review of the Police ‘investigative’
response. He was also seconded to
the Home Ofﬁce for a year as
Government advisor on violent
crime. For nearly ten years he was
Chairman of the Police
Superintendents’ Association
(London and the City) representing
about 25% of the Nation’s senior
police ofﬁcers, as well as being
Chairman of the Metropolitan Police
Boxing Club and of one of the four
Metropolitan Police Sports Clubs. In
2012, Chris retired (although he
prefers to say 'changed jobs') as a
police ofﬁcer and is now the Head of
Corporate Development for the UK’s
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largest privately owned security
company – TSS (Total Security
Services) Ltd. Masonry now
assumes an even greater
dimension in his responsibilities
and activities outside of work, as
in 2013 he was promoted to
Metropolitan Grand Inspector and
became PSGD and PAGSoj in the
Holy Royal Arch. This year, he was
again promoted in HRA to PGSoj.
Chris has been married to Gill
for 30 years and has three sons
(Alexander, Matthew and William)
one of whom is a policeman, one a
banker and the other one is,
ﬁnishing his degree in Broadcast
Engineering at University.
Regrettably, none appear to be
inclined to Freemasonry at
present. He lives in what he
describes as “leafy Essex” at the
end of the Central Line. He is
fortunate in that Gill understands
the responsibilities of Chris’s role
as Inspector and the time
needed.Chris feels that, though it
is easy to get carried away, it is
really a matter of managing time
sensibly. He uses the term “the
rhetoric of good intentions” for
those that over-promise their time

and opines that it is only possible
to do what you can.
As to the future, Chris wants to
help dispel any myths about
promotion and actively supports
appointments on merit and ability
alone. He does not like overly long
meetings, is conscious of ‘working’
masons and all the demands on
people’s time these days. As for
managing his SVO and VO team,
he favours empowerment –
supporting them of course, but
allowing them to get on with their
responsibilities rather than
making every decision himself.
That makes those vital roles
more fulﬁlling and meaningful.
He believes the greatest
challenge now is how we
modernise our order whilst not
disaffecting our long established
membership. He thinks there is
something for everyone in
Masonry and we all have our
parts to play in so many
different ways. Above all it
must be enjoyable he says, and
in closing, quotes the
“Darwinian "phrase, “It is not
the strongest who survive, but
those who can adapt”.
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Five things you didn't know about Chris McDonald:

1. Essex Counties Athlete who competed at Crystal Palace
2. Has been on Television on MTV and the Six O’Clock News
3. Interested in Magic and dabbles in “close up” - once showed
Theresa May a magic trick!
4. Has met Prince Phillip and Prince Andrew
5. His wife,Gill, is a Finn by birth

SUMMER 2015
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SPORTS NEWS
LMBA “LIMBO” LIFTS OFF
FOR THE AIR AMBULANCE
MetGL Bowls Club President W. Bro Ian Keech SLGR tells
arena about what’s happening within the LMBA…

T

he ﬁrst Indoor LIMBO [London
Inspired Masonic Bowls
Occasion] took place on Sunday 22nd
March 2015, when some forty
bowlers from four Provinces [plus
eight members of the host club –
Hertfordshire Bowls Club] enjoyed a
day’s warm,‘dry’ bowling with the
speciﬁc objective of raising funds for
Charity whilst enjoying the friendly
rivalry of a game of bowls.
As a result of the event the London
Masonic Bowling Association
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(LMBA) were able to submit a
donation of £250 towards the
Metropolitan Grand Master’s brand
new Air Ambulance Appeal.
The Province of West Kent
Masonic Bowling Associationwere
competing against LMBA for the
very ﬁrst time and they carried off
the spoils as the winners of the
LIMBO Blue Diamond Trophy. It was
clearly a very successful initiation
for West Kent, who have promised to
return to defend their title next time

around. The LMBA will be making
the Metropolitan Air Ambulance
appeal its primary fund raising
beneﬁciary for the immediate future.
The LIMBO concept was
introduced by the LMBA in
September 2014 as a Grand Finale to
the Outdoor Bowling Season. On that
occasion the LMBA won the LIMBO
Green Diamond Trophy and hopes
for [fraternal] revenge next time out!
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METROPOLITAN GRAND
LODGE CLAY SHOOTING
ASSOC (METGL CSA)
W.Bro Marc Price, Membership Sec & Shoot Coordinator of the MetGL CSA give
arena an update on their activity and some invitations and dates for your diary…

W

ith the 2015 Masonic shooting
season now well and truly
underway, all of us here at the MetGL
CSA are looking to continue the great
success we achieved in 2014: ﬁrstly by
winning the Home Counties Trophy;
secondly, a clean sweep of annual
shoots against other provinces and
ﬁnally, topped it all off by retaining the
National Masonic title for the second
year in a row. A truly outstanding team
effort from all of our members!
Saturday 16th May saw us convene at
Dartford Clay shooting ground for our
annual shoot against East Kent. We
could not have asked for a better day to
shoot. Clear sunny skies with a slight
breeze coupled with the great friendship
that always exists not only amongst
Masons but throughout the whole
shooting fraternity. However friendships
aside, I am pleased to report that MetGL
CSA won the day by a healthy margin of
31 Clays ﬁnishing on 246 against East
Kent’s Score of 215. MetGL CSA's top
scorers of the day were Sam King 84
Terry Harris 84 & Dave Brown 78
Membership of the MetGL CSA is
open to all Members of Lodges and
Chapters within London with an interest
in Clay Pigeon Shooting in all its
disciplines and we are always looking
for new members to come on board and
join us in this exciting and increasingly
popular sport. All of the shoots we hold
are open to non-Masons, Ladies and
Juniors alike and many have Non
Masonic trophies for guests & teams as
well, so please do come along and bring
your shooting friends with you. It’s a
great way to introduce Freemasonry and
create interest in our fraternity.
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Forthcoming fixtures to add into your Diaries

► Home Counties Inter province shoot to be hosted by Middlesex on
11th July 2015 at the Star Shooting Ground Malden Rushett,
Kingston Road, KT22 0DP
► 11th National Masonic Clay Shooting Championships 2015 to be
held on Saturday 1st August at The Coniston Shooting Ground,
Coniston Cold, Skipton, North Yorkshire, BD23 4EA
► MetGL CSA v Bedfordshire 19th September 2015 venue TBC
► MetGL CSA v Middlesex Date to be announced shortly
► 6th Inter-Province MetGL CSA Xmas Shoot held at Sporting Targets,
Knotting Lane, Riseley Bedfordshire MK44 1BX Saturday 31st
October

Please visit our website at www.metcsa.org for fixture updates and
download membership forms.
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OUTSIDE COVERAGE OF
AIR AMBULANCE NEWS
O

ne of the most difﬁcult tasks for
any Communications Team is
to get their 'news'into the media.
When that news is Freemasonry, it
can sometimes be thought to be
even harder given that much of our
news is about 'happy' items, so the
Metropolitan Communications Team
was very pleased with the coverage
that was received for the new pledge
to fund part of the purchase of a
second Air Ambulance for the
London Air Ambulance Charity.
It was directly mentioned in the
'Evening Standard' and on many
news websites from the BBC news
pages to 'This is Local London'. We
were delighted to have been given a
special article however, in
Helicopter Life - a specialist
magazine for those connected with
Helicopters, whether professionally
or through 'hobby' interest. The
news was brought to the attention of

SUBSCRIPTION TO
METROPOLITAN

the magazine editor by W. Bro
Stratton Ritchie, PSGD, MetGInsp, to
whom the Met Comms Team is most
grateful.
We approached Helicopter Life
and they were happy for us to
highlight their magazine and indeed,
to consider publishing an article on
'aviation' lodges, of which there are
quite a few.
This made us consider: are there
any other London masons with a
direct and recent link to a specialist
or 'hobby' magazine such as
Helicopter Life? Whilst we may not
have such an immediate connection
as the new Air Ambulance was on
this occasion, we feel sure that a
good story can probably be written
for themabout our wonderful
fraternity! If you think you can help
with an appropriate introduction,
please contact us at at
arena@metgl.com.
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Interested in the "Men at the Top" series but prefer to read it in your armchair rather than at the desk?
We have had many readers saying that they would prefer
to read a printed copy of arena and that they don't enjoy
reading it on their iPad, or computer screen. If that is the
case for you and you would be interested in subscribing
for a copy, click below to complete the form

Subscription
Information:
CLICK HERE to
purchase a
year's
subscription to
arena.

Your name:
Address:

electronically or print and ﬁll out the form below. The
cost is £18.00 for a year’s subscription but clearly if there
were signiﬁcant numbers, that would drop. The data
collected below will only be used for this purpose.



Telephone:
email:

Fill in the form here online or print and return this form to:
The Subscriptions Manager, arena, MetGL/MetGC, PO Box 29055, London WC2B 5UN
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ROYAL ARCH
INVESTITURE AND
ANNUAL CONVOCATION –
APRIL 2015
E. Comp Mark Hawes, LGCR, attended the Convocation on
behalf of arena readers unable to be there…

T

he Annual Convocation of
Metropolitan Grand Chapter was
held at Freemasons' Hall on 16th
April 2015 with over a thousand
Royal Arch Companions in
attendance. The Convocation
witnessed in grand style the
processions into the main temple,
much to the appreciation of the
gathered Companions. The
Metropolitan Grand Superintendent,
E. Comp Russell Race,warmly
welcomed all in attendance with
special mention of the presence of
the ME Pro First Grand Principal
Peter Lowndes.
The presentation of those
receiving honours always impresses
those who attend, especially those
that are there for the ﬁrst time and
as the recipients were greeted and
conducted to the Metropolitan Grand
Superintendent for Investiture as
Ofﬁcers of Metropolitan Grand
Chapter, the formal procedure
seemed inspirational in recognising
so many individual members for
their work in Royal Arch. In all there
were eighty Companions honoured
with Senior London Grand Chapter
Rank; one hundred and thirty-six
with London Grand Chapter Rank
and three Companions were
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awarded London Chapter Rank, all of
whom were appreciatively
applauded by the other Companions
in attendance.
The Metropolitan Grand
Superintendent expressed his own
personal thanks to E. Comp
Christopher Frankland, for his
contribution as the retiring Deputy
Metropolitan Grand Superintendent
and appointed E. Comp Christopher
Clark to that ofﬁce. E. Comp Brian
Saidman was appointed to
AMetGSupt followed by the
appointment of six new MetGInsps:
E. Comps Jeremy Beech,
Christopher Burgess, David Cuckow,
Jamie Ingham Clark, David Nunn
and Cdr Ian Wellesley Harding.
The minutes and accounts were
presented and approved with a vote
of thanks to the Metropolitan
Auditors for their work.E. Comp
David Thompson having been reelected as Metropolitan Grand
Treasurer, announced that there
would be a small increase in the
annual dues to £4.26 inclusive of
VAT from 1st October 2015.The
Metropolitan Grand Superintendent
paid tribute to those that had served
the Metropolitan Grand Chapter over
recent years and encouraged the

newly appointed MetGInsps, to
continue the high standards that had
been set.Reappointments of
Metropolitan Grand Ofﬁcers were
made and Ofﬁcers of Metropolitan
Grand Chapter for the forthcoming
year were appointed and invested
which made for a very active
morning for the Metropolitan Grand
Superintendent!
The ME Pro First Grand Principal
Peter Lowndes addressed the
convocation in appreciation for the
ongoing work members of the Holy
Royal Arch continue to undertake in
support of the order in London.The
Metropolitan Grand Superintendent
then gave his address to the
Companions, thanking them for
their sustained assistance in the
Metropolitan area and reﬂecting on
the achievements to date, especially
during the recent launch of the Air
Ambulance appeal and how the
team of dedicated air crew presented
such an inspirational presentation at
the recent Craft AGM. The
Convocation was closed and the
National Anthem was sung in
glorious voice by all the Companions
followed by the recession and
applause from the assembled
attendees.
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S O W H Y S H O U L D I V I S I T. . .

A CYCLING LODGE?
London's size and scale allows it to have 'special interest' lodges in a way that
is perhaps not always possible elsewhere and this "Why should I visit?" column
seeks to celebrate that multiplicity of specialism in London lodges.
s arena has remarked before, the
truly wide-ranging nature of London
Freemasonry allows it to specialise and
our case in point - lodges for Cyclists - are
a good example. A universal pastime,
enjoyed by many and for some their
competitive sport of choice, it may still be
strange for some to consider this a
common bond for the creation of a lodge,
yet London has had several! This edition
of arena examines two in particular. Both
united by the bicycle, yet markedly
different in their early conception and
'view' on cycling. They are Brixton
Ramblers Lodge No. 3347 and Lodge of
the Open Road No. 5983, the former
having been consecrated in 1909 and the
latter in 1944.
In fact, London's ﬁrst cyclingconnected Lodge was Pickwick Lodge No.
2467 founded in 1893, (having been
preceded by cycling-focused provincial
Lodges in Surrey and West Lancashire)
and was an offshoot of the popular
Pickwick Bicycling Club, founded in 1870
and still the world's oldest bicycling club.
The Lodge, which today has no speciﬁc
cycling connection, shares the same
badge as the Pickwick Club. Next was
Polytechnic Lodge No. 2847 of 1901
which grew out of the Royal Polytechnic
Institute's (the RPI is now renamed as the
University of Westminster) own Biking
Club. It's worthy of note that the RPI at
that time was running its own savings
bank, jobs bureau, Boys School, and a
travel agency - the 'Poly' of 'Lunn Poly' to
whom it was sold in 1977 and whose
name some readers may remember. The
Institute was led from 1903 by RW Bro.Sir
Kynaston Studd, PSGW, who featured in
arena 20 and was WM of the Lodge in
1919/20.
There was widespread interest from the
public for cycling as a hobby, pastime
and sport. It was taken very seriously and
its aﬁcionados, like Freemasons, came
from all quarters of society. As an

A

W. Bro Keith Robins, in his
competition days!
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example, one could cite Paddington
Lodge No. 3267 of 1907, which, whilst not
speciﬁcally consecrated as a "cycling"
lodge, was mentioned in the Polytechnic
Cycling Club magazine of 1914. "The
Paddington Lodge would seem this year
to be almost an annexe of the Poly, as ten
of the fourteen ofﬁcers are past or
present members of the PCC!"
In like manner, enthusiastic members
of the Brixton Ramblers Bicycling Club
("BRCC") - a popular club of its day formed Brixton Ramblers Lodge No. 3347
in 1909. Apparently the members had
gathered for tea at the Chequers Inn, in
Horley, Surrey, in June 1908, on one of
their 25-mile road races out of London
and whilst strolling in its gardens, the
subject of the lodge came up. The idea
there conceived, was put into action over
the following months. Club members put
their names forward, the petition was
presented and approved and in January
1909, the Ceremony of Consecration was
performed by VW Bro. Sir Edward
Letchworth, the Grand Secretary, who
said that "the great advantage to lodges of
this kind is that all the members know
each other!" The Lodge badge (see photo
inset) incorporates a wheel and wings.
Fourteen of the sixteen founder members
were members of the BRCC and a further
sixteen members of the club were
initiated at the ﬁrst meeting of the Lodge.
The ﬁrst initiate was Percy Nix, world
Amateur Record Holder in 1880 and the
ﬁrst meetings of the Lodge's Lodge of
Instruction were at the headquarters of
the BRCC! The Lodge and its fortnightly
LoI continue to thrive today and whilst its
direct connection with cycling is no
longer extant, the BRCC having become
defunct in the mid 1930's, some of its
younger members are keen cyclists!
Stanley Lodge No. 3476 was likewise
formed by members of the Stanley
Bicycling Club ("SBC") in 1910 and took as
its Lodge badge, that of the SBC. Sadly,
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the Lodge handed in its warrant in
1997. Athlon (Greek for 'Athletic')
Lodge No. 4674, founded in 1925, was
formed from Sportsmen, with an
emphasis on Athletics. Inevitably
over the years, many of these
sportsmen were cyclists as well as
athletes.
It was possibly the lack of a speciﬁc
cyclist-only lodge that encouraged the
birth of the last of the London Cycling
Lodges to be formed - the Lodge of the
Open Road No. 5983. In any case, a
letter appeared in 'The Bicycle' in
December 1943 opining that, "It is felt
that the proposal to found a Cyclists'
Lodge of Freemasons might well be
explored at the present time". It went
on to ask for those interested in
becoming founder members to get in
touch with the authors, Bros. Cooke
and Inwood, members of the
Polytechnic and North Road Cycling
Clubs, respectively. Grand Lodge was
informed of the letter's publication by
its Press Agents and the Grand
Secretary sent a letter to both men
that included the phrase: "I may say
that such an announcement in the
public press is quite contrary to the
traditions of the Grand Lodge and I
feel bound to call your immediate
attention to this fact". Both men
attended a meeting with the Grand
Secretary shortly afterwards and it can
be imagined that even though they
had acted unwittingly, they received
some sort of reprimand! Presumably
the process was allowed to continue
because seventeen people came to the
meeting.
At the meeting it was decided to
formally petition the MW Grand
Master and the process continued,
during which time, their request to
have a travelling warrant having been
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denied, it was decided to home the
Lodge in London and for it to be
sponsored by the Polytechnic Lodge
No. 2847. Disaster struck however,
when the plans for a Founders
meeting at the National Cyclists'
Union ofﬁces in Doughty Street,
London, were publicly announced in
'Cycling' magazine, the leading
weekly of the time. "The founders of
the proposed Freemasons' "Lodge of
the Open Road", an all-cycling Lodge,
will be meeting to sign the Petition to
Grand Lodge. Any freemason cyclist
wishing to become a founder member
should communicate with etc.,"
The Grand Secretary was not slow
to respond and his letter expressing
surprise at the announcement was
swift. It included the ominous phrase
"I fear this may have an inﬂuence on
the Grand Master's decision if a
petition is presented". Bro. Cooke's
response came a few days later where
he explained that the Editor of 'The
Cyclist' had thought himself helping
the cause when he inserted the
announcement without informing
Bro. Cooke! He apologised sincerely
for the error but pressed the case for
the Lodge nevertheless. Three weeks
later he was invited to see the Grand
Secretary and judging from the letter
of apology he wrote afterwards seems
to have been severely chastised. Poor
Bro. Cooke! Two days later he was
informed that Grand Lodge had
deferred consideration of the
application and matters were left in
suspense.
Almost a month later however,
came the glad news that the petition
had been approved - with W. Bro
Cooke to be the Primus Master of the
proposed Lodge! The Lodge initially
met at Freemasons' Hall, moving to

the Horseshoe Hotel in Tottenham
Court Road in 1947. By 1977, rising
costs in central London gave the
Lodge the impetus to move again and,
given that most of its members were
based North of the Thames, they
moved to Southgate Masonic Centre,
where they have been ever since,
combining their Cycling,
Freemasonry and sociability. The
Lodge restricted its membership to
Cyclists - whether on a 'Sportsman' or
'Leisure' basis, with only two noncyclists making it in (to prove the
rule) over its seventy-odd years of
existence. Very many of its members
have been ofﬁcials in Cycling Clubs,
whether on a national or regional
basis and of course have served as
coaches, track ofﬁcials, timekeepers
and the like; well-known in the world
of Cycling. There have been recordbreakers a-plenty with some members
having competed at National,
International and even Olympic
levels!
Given that there are plans for the
lodge to hand in its warrant, the
Lodge would be extremely interested
to hear from other Cyclist masons
willing to help take the Lodge of the
Open Road through to its Centenary if
possible! Those wishing to do so
should contact the Lodge Archivist, W.
Bro Keith Robins, SLGR at
beekayproducts@btopenworld.com even if their cycling competition days
are largely over!
arena wishes to acknowledge assistance
in the preparation of this article from W.
Bros Ray Ride, PSGD, Keith Robins,
SLGR and the writings of the late W. Bro
Harold G Scott, LGR.
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MOZART, SCHUMANN,
SULLIVAN
10th September 2015

The Metropolitan Masonic Concert Series ("MMCS") is
pleased to announce that during its next concert on
10th September 2015 in the old Temple No. 1 at
Freemasons' Hall, a group of young musicians from
the Royal Academy of Music will perform Piano
Quintets by Mozart, Schumann and Sullivan (a Past
Grand Organist in the Craft). The band will be joined
by the Metropolitan Grand Master, The Assistant Grand
Master and The Deputy Grand Secretary who will be
the vanguard of a group of senior masons reciting
favourite pieces of poetry. Again, like last year, drinks
and nibbles will be served at the interval and will be
included in the ticket price.

Tickets can be ordered directly via this link:
https://event.bookitbee.com/2941/metropolitanmasonic-concert-series-2015

If you wish to order 4 tickets or more in one
transaction, please email masonicconcerts@gmail.com
to claim a 10% discount.

arena Positions Available

How would YOU like to be part of arena, the magazine for London Freemasons?
We are currently looking for a number of Copy Writers/sub-editors and an individual
to help with IT support for future editions (especially creating web forms).
Copy Writers must be computer literate and familiar with Microsoft Office and in
particular, Microsoft Word. The successful applicant must also possess a good
knowledge of punctuation and grammar as well as the time to edit the large number
of articles that are submitted to arena each quarter. If you think you have what it
takes then please email arena@metgl.com

Save the date! - 30th September
Inaugural recital on Grand Temple Organ!
For details see: https://event.bookitbee.com/3138/inaugural-organ-concert/
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LODGE SIR ROBERT
MORAY SPECIAL
MEETING
An English Freemason’s impression of a Scottish
Raising. Bro Tes Adamou reports...

B

eing a Scottish research lodge,
Lodge Sir Robert Moray Lodge
often discuss the meaning of a degree
but rarely work one. Previous
candidate the Lodge conferred a
degree on – any degree that is – was
over twenty years ago. Saturday the
23rd of May, however, was a different
day. Bro. Alastair Frederick Archibald
Orr-Ewing was raised in a splendid
example of the Scottish Raising ritual
in London. Alastair’s personal and
professional life made it difﬁcult to
visit Scotland to complete his third
degree. So the resourceful Scots
decided to change the time, date and
location of the meeting and gathered
its members and travel down the
meridian to London to confer the
degree! The United Grand Lodge of
England granted the necessary
permission for a Scottish Lodge to
hold a meeting in Freemasons’ Hall,
London. The Lodge were certainly
very grateful for Grand Lodge’s
assistance and support to enable
Lodge Sir Robert Moray to hold a
Special Meeting to work a third
degree.
The Lodge tyled at 11 am, in a
manner somewhat similar to the
plethora of rituals in England. Bro. Sir
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Archibald Donald Orr-Ewing, Past
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of
Scotland, and the proud father of the
candidate, presided.It was not late
into the ceremony that the differences
in the rituals became
apparent.Having disseminated the
work between the members of the
Lodge, the Master requested that the
candidate be led out, and opened in
the third degree. Following his
obligation, Alastair was explained the
ceremony that he would go through,
its meaning and his role in the
enactment. In a true Scottish ritual
manner, the candidate was led around
the lodge, encountering in his path
the characters of that masonic story.
Blindfolded, he was introduced to the
virtues and vices of this world.
An elongated, explanatory Working
Tools and Tracing Board were
delivered, which, having explained
the physical meaning of the ritual,
delved into the lessons learnt from it
and how the newest Master mason of
the lodge should apply those to his
daily life. Music too plays a very
prominent role in Scottish
Freemasonry. Apart from the opening
and closing odes, there is music

prescribed for the brethren to sing at
different parts of the ceremony.
These songs vary in nature but form
an intrinsic part of the ritual, adding
to its – already heightened through
enactment – dramatic effect.
Following a fantastic festive board,
ending with singing of ‘Auld Lang
Syne’, and in a true Scottish fashion,
the festivities continued at a number
of local bars. Through discussions
with members of the Lodge, it became
apparent that Scottish ritual is more
granular than the English equivalent,
with each lodge having its own
version of the ceremony. The nature
of Lodge Sir Robert Moray as a
research lodge meant that those
ritualistic differences and peculiarities
were brought together, and enhanced
in a collective ritual. The day was
particularly instructive – not simply
for the new-made Master Mason, but
also for the brethren of both
constitutions. The rituals clearly
enhance one another. Being greater
than the sum of their parts they
transcend barriers of culture and
language; a feeling so obviously
shared between all brethren on the
day.
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THE METROPOLITAN GRAND DIRECTOR
OF CEREMONIES WRITES...

“The only reason why a
candidate has a poor
ceremony is that
someone didn’t care
enough to ensure he had
a better one........”

T

here was an audible intake of
breath as I said this to a group
of VOs at a recent presentation,
when asking them to help to
improve the quality of ceremonies
within London. However, it is true.
There is bound to be the
occasional exception, for example
when a worker who knows the
work is unable to perform on the
day for good reason, but our
candidates’ experiences of their
ﬁrst ceremonies are too important
to jeopardise by poor ritual.
Let’s go back to ﬁrst principles.
The most important person at any
ceremony is the candidate. If we
make his ceremonies memorable
we are likely to have an
enthusiastic new member who will
commit to our wonderful
organisation. If the ceremonies are
poor, he will not understand what
our order is about, and is likely to
be speaking to the Retention Team
sooner or later. So what should
happen?
Allocating the work carefully
and early is essential; the work
should be within the compass of
the individual’s attainment,
otherwise the candidate will suffer.
Each person should be given ample
time to learn, and to learn how to
deliver his work well. Reading the
ritual is not good enough, as the
Pro Grand Master stated in June
2014 – his speech is on the
“Freemasonry Today” website.
Support after allocation is just
as important. The DC will know
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the strengths and weaknesses of
members and should ensure he is
aware how their learning is
progressing, customising his
support to each individual’s needs.
This will ensure that each worker is
ready to do his job. By keeping in
contact, the DC will also be aware if
there is a problem, in case the work
needs to be allocated elsewhere.
Part of that support should be to
communicate the meaning of the
ritual. A word perfect delivery,
while admirable, will not enthuse
the candidate if it is in a monotone.
We need to capture his attention by
communicating our ritual
expressively.
There are always emergencies –
for example where the only
member who knows a piece is
unable to attend, or an ofﬁcer drops
out twenty-four hours beforehand.
However, all is not lost. MetGL and
MetGC have ritual support teams so
replacement workers can be found,
sometimes on a couple of hours’
notice, to cover a piece or an ofﬁce.
Details of the Emergency Ritual
Team and the MetGStwds’ Chapter
Team have been publicised in the
Second Rising and are available on
Porchway, and Facebook.
There will be some who are
reluctant to ask for help. Perhaps
they need to ask themselves why
they would prefer the candidate to
have a poor ceremony than ask for
assistance which will be given in
the most fraternal way possible?!
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