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EDITORIAL
Dear Arena Readers,
Those who attended the Metropolitan
Grand Ofﬁcers Mess dinner on
September 18th (the guest speaker
was the amusing Dr Phil Hammond of
"Have I got News for You") were
treated to an evening of contrasts,
from sadness to joy. The joy started
from the initial Grace given by Canon
David Reindorp, TD, PAGChap, where
he topically inserted requests for the
Great Architect to save us from a list
of common ailments, but then

observed "but that's enough about
Russell Race's diseases!". This of
course caused an outbreak of
chuckling, which, ever the good sport,
our MetGM took in good part.
At the same dinner, a presentation
was made by VW Bro David
Wilkinson, PGSwdB, on behalf of the
Mess; spontaneously, those assembled
rose to their feet to applaud the
MetGM's response loudly, in what will
doubtless be one of many 'goodbyes'
he will make over the next few weeks.

The ovation was a sad moment, but
also a reﬂection of their genuine
respect and affection. This was in turn
followed by a hugely funny speech by
Dr Hammond. Thus, Joys and
Sorrows alternated and what could be
more masonic than that?
So, on behalf of London masons
everywhere, let arena echo the
emotion that was palpable in that
room and on your behalf say "You will
be much missed, Russell!"
Editor

WELCOME TO
SIR MICHAEL SNYDER
O

n Wednesday 21st October, Sir
Michael Snyder will be installed as
Metropolitan Grand Master (pm) and
Metropolitan Grand Superintendent
(am) and there cannot surely be a
better way for us, as London masons, to
welcome him by attending one or both
of his Installations! The installations
will be conducted by the Pro Grand
Master/Pro First Grand Principal
assisted by a number of senior Grand
Ofﬁcers, including the Second and
Third Grand Principals from the Royal
Arch and the Deputy and Assistant
Grand Masters for the Craft. All London
RA Masons are entitled to attend the
whole day and Craft Masons who are
Master Masons or above can attend the
lunch/afternoon proceedings. Links to
the booking forms for the Installations
and the lunch are shown below.
Sir Michael is a former MetSGW
(2009) and will be the third MetGM.
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arena will publish a more in-depth
interview with Sir Michael in arena 23,
to be published in mid-December. The
timetable for the 21st October is:
11:30

Installation of the MetGSupt

12:30

Reception in the Grand
Connaught Rooms

13:15

Lunch hosted by Pro the new
Met Grand Superintendent /
Met GM designate

15:45

Installation of the MetGM

The proceedings are expected to
ﬁnish by 5:00 pm. To book your places
please complete the Craft and Royal
Arch booking forms. (The Royal Arch
link will not work if you are not a Royal
Arch Mason.)
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A VALEDICTORY
MESSAGE
In the beginning…. it all started one
lunchtime in the autumn of 2002
when I met Rex Thorne, then
Chairman of London Management.
Although I was by initiation a
member in East Kent and after
various appointments had become
the Deputy PGM in that Province
some 18 months before, my working
life had been spent in the City and I
had strong masonic links to London
through membership of several
Lodges, Chapters and of other
orders. I also knew Rex well, so
thought nothing of his invitation to
lunch, other than the certainty of a
happy social occasion and the
opportunity to learn more of the
changes then mooted for London
Management. Imagine my surprise,
therefore, when I walked into Le
Deuxieme to be met not only by Rex,
but also by Lord Northampton, Pro
GM. All was clearly not what it
seemed!
After the usual pleasantries and an
excellent lunch – as far as I can
recall – the plans for the formation
of MetGL/MetGC were outlined…
and I was invited to become the
Deputy to Lord Millett at the
Inauguration the following October.
The rest, as they say, is history,
although as the offer came as a
complete surprise to me I did
request a week to consider matters.
I could not then know the scope of
the task, but I did have a fair inkling
that it would somewhat more
demanding than my existing role in
E. Kent. Quite how much more
demanding it was, I won't say!
Having accepted this challenge,
the result has been twelve busy and
rewarding years, helping to shape
the early stages of London as an
autonomous masonic area and
working with some amazingly
dedicated people, both within our
organisation and without.
I am not going to attempt a
retrospect of these early years,
because it is far too early to draw
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conclusions about ‘successes’ or
‘failures’, and because I have been
far too close to events to claim any
degree of objectivity. What I think
we can claim to have established is a
masonic entity which is genuinely
independent, to which its members
are proud to belong, and which has
earned the regard of UGLE/SGC, the
Provinces with which we are closely
associated, and the charitable world
with whom we deal on a daily basis.
The number of people to whom I
am deeply indebted for
encouragement over those twelve
years is indeed extensive. At various
times the going has been somewhat
rocky and the support which I have
received from the Rulers and from
successive Presidents of the BGP and
the CGP has been invaluable.
Likewise, my colleague PGM’s and
Charity Presidents have become not
only supporters, but also good
friends.
Within London, there are so many
people who have buoyed me and
given so much to the cause.
Successive Metropolitan Secretaries
and Treasurers have – together with
our tremendous staff and volunteers
– set a benchmark for service to our
members which, despite the size of
our organisation, is as good as any in
the country. Metropolitan Grand
Charity Stewards and Almoners, with
their teams, have done all that has
been asked of them and more, in
serving our members and families in
need, and also in raising exceptional
sums for deserving masonic and
other causes.
Many have served at the highest
executive level in MetGL/MetGC
during these early years and they
have brought their wide-ranging
skills to very demanding roles; I
thank them all most warmly. As my
Deputies during the last six years,
Michael Ward, Charles Grace, Chris
Frankland and Chris Clark have
been outstanding in taking so much
of the ‘heat of the battle’ off my

shoulders, and, as I have said many
times, London masonry is ‘par
excellence’ an example of teamwork
at the highest level.
One of the great joys of my job has
been visiting lodges and chapters,
either on formal occasions such as
Centenaries, or less formally to
present a long service certiﬁcate, or
see a friend installed. At all these
happy events, as in the set piece
Investitures, we rely so heavily on
our DC and Deputies, and London
has indeed been fortunate from
Day 1 in the quality of our
ceremonial team leaders: Guy
Elgood, Simon Duckworth and
Patrick Penny.
As I move on to a new and very
different role in the Royal Arch – in
itself a tremendous privilege – I shall
miss the day-to-day involvement
with you, my fellow-members of
Metropolitan Grand Lodge, many of
whom have also become ﬁrm
friends. But maybe, just maybe, my
garden will feel the beneﬁt of
slightly less frequent journeys to
London. And of course friendship
does not stop because an ofﬁce
changes, and I look forward to seeing
many of you on a regular basis at
private lodges and chapters in the
future.
Can I conclude by thanking so
many of you for your kind messages:
it has been a signal honour to lead
Metropolitan freemasonry, and I
know you will give the same
wholehearted support to my
successor, Sir Michael Snyder, as he
takes London forward to the next
stage of our exciting journey. You
will have heard this before but as I
write my slightly altered version
here, it has never been truer:
Happy to have met you; sorry to part
from you; but most certainly happy to
meet you all again.
Kindest fraternal regards
Russell
September 2015
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T H E M E N AT T H E T O P :

CHRIS HEAD
W Bro Stan Marut continues his
conversations with the latest of our
Men at the Top…

W

Masonic Career

1993 – Initiated into Faith and Confidence
Lodge No 8222
1995 – Exalted into Faith and Confidence
Chapter No 8222
2000 – WM - Faith and Confidence Lodge
No 8222
2004 – Joined Good Neighbour Lodge No 9378
2005 – First Principal - Faith and Confidence
Chapter No 8222
2006 – Joined Lodge of Felicity No 58
2007 – Appointed PProvGReg (Craft) in
Hampshire & Isle of Wight
2008 - Appointed ProvG Stwd (RA) in
Hampshire & Isle of Wight
2008 - Appointed Grand Officer – Grand
Pursuivant
2010 – Promoted to ProvGSwdB (RA) in
Hampshire & Isle of Wight
2010 – First Principal – Grand Masters
Chapter No 1
2010 – Joined Victoria Rifles Lodge No 822
2011 – Appointed MetDepGSwdB (RA) – SLGR
2012 – Joined Grand Stewards Lodge No5 –
Promoted to Grand Steward
2013 – WM – Lodge of Felicity No 58
2013 - Promoted to PGStdB (RA)
2014 – Promoted to MetGinsp in both Craft
and Royal Arch; PGSD and PGSoj (RA)
2015 – Joined Pentalpha Lodge No 8636
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ith Chris’s father, Maurice,
being a career Royal Naval
Ofﬁcer, it is no surprise that his
ﬁrst home was near Portsmouth.
His father’s posting took him to
Fleets around the world and was
home about every three years
which had the effect of Chris and
his siblings being born three
years apart. Daphne, Chris’s
mother, had been a professional
ice skater in the days when
“shows on ice” were part of a
national entertainment.
However, this kind of itinerant
occupation, being married to a
naval Ofﬁcer and having four
children to look after, did not
combine well. His father retired
as a Commodore and Aide de
Camp to HM The Queen.
Although Chris’s father was not
a Freemason, his grandfather
Robert Head, who served in the
Royal Engineers during the Boer
War and WW1, had been
Initiated into Needles Lodge
No. 2838 at Freshwater, IoW.
His military service took him to
Simons Town, South Africa
where he was Exalted into
Phoenix Chapter No 1860 in May
1919. Chris relates that whilst his
grandfather was still a Lodge
member on the Isle of Wight, the
Lodge Summons was sent by sea
mail to South Africa and they
invariably arrived many months
after the meeting! Chris’s ﬁrst
experience of Freemasonry
happened at the age of 13 whilst
at Shebbear College in North
Devon. The father of the boy in
the next bunk had died and there
was a tearful farewell at the end
of term as the boy’s mother was
unable to continue paying school
fees. Imagine Chris’s shock when

the lad returned the following
term and informed his friend
that “the Masons are paying!".
No doubt the RMTGB was
involved.
After leaving school with the
mandatory clutch of 'O' and 'A'
levels, Chris embarked on his
“odyssey” which saw him ﬁrst
working on the ferry between
Portsmouth and Ryde. He boasts
120 trips without setting foot on
the Island. Working in the
Berkertex factory warehouse in
Hampshire he naively noticed
that stock, mink trimmings and
sheepskins that had just been
delivered from suppliers, were
disappearing rapidly – stolen by
the employees. After notifying
the boss of his observations, he
was promptly promoted to
Warehouse Manager! These brief
work experiences were a prelude
to a move to London and a ﬂat
share in Earls Court. After a
short time with Alexander
Howden as a trainee Insurance
Claims Broker, he moved on to
J. Lyons at Cadby Hall, West
London, to become their ﬁrst
management trainee.
J. Lyons was a huge concern
and was involved with bread,
cakes, ice cream manufacture as
well as having tea and coffee
factories in the UK. After
working in various departments
and factories, he ended up in
credit control as a Supervisor,
working on LEO, the ﬁrst
commercial computer system in
the UK. With over 40,000 small
shops and with almost daily
deliveries and invoicing, it was a
permanently busy ofﬁce and an
excellent introduction to
business accounting. In those
ISSUE 22
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days he
relates, promotion
usually happened when somebody
died or retired. This sort of waiting
around didn't really ﬁt with Chris’s
longer term plans and it was after a
conversation with his boss it was
suggested that a short service
commission in the Army might be a
good move with the promise that a
job at J. Lyons would be available on
completion of his three years’
service.
So, Chris then became an Ofﬁcer
Cadet at Mons Ofﬁcer Cadet School,
Aldershot gaining his Commission as
Second Lieutenant in 1970. His
subsequent military career was
varied, starting off in 26 Field
Regiment Royal Artillery based in
Germany, then he became a student
helicopter pilot at Middle Wallop, a
Troop Commander in 12th Light Air
Defence RA and, on promotion to
Captain, saw service in Northern
Ireland and Cyprus. He was
seconded to both the RAF and to the
Australian Army to bring the Rapier
Missile system into service with
those organisations. Needless to say
the prospect of a return to “Joe
Lyons” was kept well to the back of
Chris’s mind as he was enjoying his
military life so much that he really
did not relish a return to the UK and
a civilian job. In June 1978, he
transferred to the Royal Army Pay
Corps, later serving with The
15th/19th Kings Royal Hussars, HQ
BAOR and MOD London. He was
selected for accountancy training
and qualiﬁed as a Chartered
Management Accountant which
would substantially impact on his
subsequent civilian life, as we shall
see. In 1987 he gained a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Economics and
Technology from the Open
AUTUMN 2015

University and
then in 1994 graduated with a Master
of Science degree from Cranﬁeld
University in Corporate
Management.
It was whilst serving in
Rheindahlen, Germany that Chris
was ﬁrst approached and the subject
of freemasonry debated. He had felt
that there was an aura of mystery
about Freemasonry and the only way
to ﬁnd out more was to become a
member. Nevertheless, such was the
timescale from “expressing an
interest” to Initiation, that he was
posted back to the UK before
anything could be done. It would be
another seven to eight years before
Chris was able to raise the subject
again and on this occasion, in 1993,
Chris was initiated into a military
Lodge, Faith and Conﬁdence Lodge
No 8222 in the Province of
Hampshire and Isle of Wight. Two
years later, in 1995, Chris was
Exalted into Faith and Conﬁdence
Chapter No 8222.
During the period 1970-73 in
Hohne, West Germany Chris
recounts, that he realised that
playing Rugby, Football or Hockey
meant that you only got Wednesday
afternoons off, but as a sailing and
skiing instructor this meant weeks
away in the sunny Baltic or snowy
Bavaria. It was in Hohne that he met
Lynn, his future wife, who had been
teaching in the Forces Schools. Lynn
came from an RAF family and was
used to the vagaries of service life. At
their wedding in 1971 all three
Services were present with the Royal
Navy being represented by Chris’s
father and friends, the Army by
Chris himself and the RAF by Lynn’s
family.
Both their children, Jolyon and
Francesca were born in Germany

and attended schools in the UK and
Europe, before going to universities
in England and France. By 1990
Chris had risen to the rank of
Lieutenant-Colonel and was posted
to Winchester as Chief Instructor at
the RAPC Training Centre which,
during his tenure there, later became
the centre for the Adjutants Generals
Corps. At the age of 45 the difﬁcult
decision was made to “move back” to
Civvy Street where he was able to
utilise the qualiﬁcations and
experience gained within the Army.
After an initial ﬁrst post-Army
appointment with The Institute of
Chartered Accountants in England
and Wales, he was head-hunted and
joined Merrill Lynch Europe in the
City of London as Global Vice
President (Plans Policies and
Systems). His role meant much
travel throughout Europe and Asia
dealing with internal acquisitions;
ﬁrms in Moscow and Tokyo being
added to the Merrill Lynch Group.
Although he been the global lead on
a multi-million dollar Human
Resources project, the upcoming
recession meant that 600 people in
Europe had to be made redundant,
sadly including Chris too!
He subsequently joined Marakon
Inc., an ultra-discreet US global
strategic consultancy ﬁrm which
only recruited the top decile
students from leading universities
and eminent Business Schools.
It was after a couple of years at
Marakon Inc. that Chris and his wife
decided that it was time to retire
from the City and thus began his
new life in the central masonic
charities where he remained for 14
years until 2014. Retired might be a
misnomer as Chris is still involved in
many areas: ﬁrst as a co-opted
Trustee of the RMBI and member of
7

the Joint Charities Investment
Committee. Second, he is a founderDirector of the Masonic Mutual
Insurance Company which insures
masonic buildings and property
throughout the country, and third,
he has recently been nominated as a
Trustee of the Masonic Charitable
Foundation, which will be a
challenging role during the merger
of the Central Masonic Charities and
providing ongoing “cradle to grave”
assistance to freemasons and their
dependants.
Chris’s masonic involvement was
not conﬁned to the Province of
Hampshire and Isle of Wight and in
2004 he joined Good Neighbour
Lodge No 9378 in West Kent, a
peripatetic Lodge meeting around
the country in the RMBI Care
Homes to enable elderly Brethren to
attend a meeting. Two years later in
2006 he joined Lodge of Felicity
Lodge, No. 58 in Metropolitan Grand
Lodge. Later he joined Victoria Riﬂes
Lodge No 822 (2010) - the Installed
Masters Lodge for the services.
Meanwhile in 2008 he was promoted
to Grand Pursuivant in UGLE and
later in 2012 was appointed Grand
Steward, then AGDC (Craft) and
PGStB (RA) in 2013 and PSGD and
PGSoj in 2014 on his promotion to
MetGInsp.

The appointment to Metropolitan
Grand Inspector in 2014 has meant
additional responsibilities for some
90 Chapters, which along with his
own Lodges, Chapters and other
masonic responsibilities means
attending about 120 meetings a year.
Chris has said that there is a huge
learning curve in this role, but there
is great pleasure in meeting so many
London Companions which makes it
so rewarding. With Metropolitan
Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter
having so many members, there has
to be an element of administration to
make it work smoothly. The
emphasis, he says, is on working
with the Scribe E’s and talent
spotting those Companions who
have the qualities that might be
useful to Freemasonry in general or
for Metropolitan Grand Chapter in
particular. He relies strongly on his
VOs and SVOs in this respect. There
is an emphasis on visit preparation,
reports and promotion
recommendations. Even so, he is
anxious to keep an informal
approach and plans to visit all 90
London Chapters within 2 years of
his appointment.
As for the future of freemasonry
he is not afraid of closures or
amalgamations where necessary; a
kind of “mergers and acquisitions”

policy when necessary. Lodges and
associated Chapters may be founded
for a purpose and then “wither on
the vine” when that purpose is
expended. He also is an advocate of
local initiatives within masonic
communities. For example, on the
charity side, he would say that the
masonic family comes ﬁrst but
hewould like to see more focus on
local communities at a micro level
where individual beneﬁciaries are
able to identify with the local lodges
providing the charitable giving. In
that manner there is a true spirit of
“masonry in the community”. There
is no doubt that Chris brings strong
leadership skills to his Inspectorate
as well as the necessary
administrative “nous” to ensure
smooth operations.

Five things you didn't know about Chris Head:

1) Joined the National Youth Theatre and “trod the boards” with a
young Helen Mirren in 1966 performing Shakespeare.

2) Sailed across the Atlantic in 1980 from Gibraltar to Antigua to qualify
for a place in the Whitbread Round the World Race.

3) As an experienced campanologist – attempted a World Record Peal on 8
bells which included the heaviest tenor bells in the UK (1968)

4) Set up the “Fat George Volunteers”, an unemployed youth scheme in
Inverness with explorer and author Colonel John Blashford-Snell OBE.

5) Walked the foothills of Mount Everest with Gurhka soldiers
in Nepal.
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THE HEART OF
A FREEMASON
W. Bro Steve Wilson of Cranbrook
Lodge No. 6254, sent in a poem
with the hope that it could be
used 'to publicise our image'.
Let us or Bro. Steve know what
you think!

Gaining knowledge, wisdom and humility
by way of the ritual,
we find minds and hearts open till it’s
almost habitual.
To our meetings we go with Regalia in
cases,
reciting the ritual with smiles on our face
s.

For charity is something we all like to sha
re,
no matter what country or Regalia we wea
r.
The Three Grand Principles on which our
order was founded,
practised daily will keep us humble and
grounded.

Brotherly love we extend to the world,
our purses, hearts and arms unfurled.

Our truth shining brightly for all to see
there’s no better way to live and to be.

ADVERTISEMENT

It’s time
to play...
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10% off
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CONNAUGHT
CLUB UPDATE
Q&A with the
Metropolitan
Grand Master
W. Bro Lewis Clement and Bro. Orestes
Adamou report on what The Connaught
Club has been up to in this quarter:

W Bro. Clement reveals all...

O

n Saturday, 13 June 2015,
around ﬁfty members of the
Connaught Club, along with the
Kent Club, came together for a
Q&A session with the MetGM. The
MetGM has been a great advocate
for the Connaught Club since its
inception eight years ago. Having
also keenly supported the
establishment
of the Kent Club some years
later, it seemed rather ﬁtting that
one of his last visits as MetGM was
to speak to both clubs at Burgoyne
Lodge No. 902.
W.Bro Martin Humphrys quizzed
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RW Bro. Race on a host of topics
ranging from his masonic past to
his personal present as well as his
hopes and aspirations for the
future. The MetGM answered with
humility, humour, and refreshing
honesty. During his answers, Bro.
Race openly discussed the
highlights (and occasional
burdens) of his position, as well as
offering sound wisdom to those
young Freemasons present.
After the meeting, all those
present retired to the Kingsway
Hall Hotel for a splendid, jovial,
and lively festive board, where a

bespoke apron-shaped birthday
cake was presented to the
Connaught Club to wish it a happy
eighth birthday!
The Connaught Club would like
to thank the Metropolitan Grand
Master for supporting us so
passionately over the last eight
years.The Club wishes him all the
best for the future as Second
Grand Principal. The Club is proud
to be part of the legacy of Bro.
Race’s tenure, and will strive to
fulﬁl the objectives he tasked us
with some eight years ago.
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Club Annual Masonic
Cycle Tour
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Bro. Orestes Adamou puts pedal to paper:

W

hen it comes to cycle rides,
one thing is for certain – young
freemasons in London know how to
do it in style. On Sunday, the 12th of
July, the Connaught Club organised
a cycle tour of Masonic places of
interest around London.
At noon, ten young Freemasons
led by Bro. Jack Harris and his
troop of Pashley classic bicycles set
out on the tour. Ringing bells galore,
we pedalled our way to Bermondsey
where we visited one of Jack’s notso-secret food markets (Maltby
Street). That was followed by a quick
tour of a gin distillery to fuel up the
body and spirit for the day ahead.
The Club’s unofﬁcial tour guide (W.
Bro Oliver Coddington) was
unfortunately not present on the
day; yet Bro. Coddington made sure
that he would live up to the name by
providing extensive descriptions of
each place which were read out by
the Club’s Chairman – Bro. Mitchell
Merrick-Thirlway.
Starting near Guildhall, we were
introduced to the site where Mark
Masons’ Hall was originally situated.
It was not a hard task to imagine

Masons walking in those streets,
following a day’s work, near a
monument so well engraved within
the London culture.
We pedalled our way to the next
stop – St Paul’s Cathedral, and the
location where the ﬁrst Grand Lodge
was formed. Pausing to catch our
breath, the smell of coffee was mixed
with the sounds of the City of
London. The tourists and locals
nearby had no idea that nearly three
hundred years ago in that very place,
one of the largest Fraternal
Organisations in the world was
founded. Nothing but a small blue
plaque marks the spot where
the Goose and the Gridiron birthed
the ﬁrst Grand Lodge, on the 24th of
June 1717.
With a ﬁrm pedal, we cycled
through the streets of the City
towards Westminster. Our next stop,
was arguably even more awesome
than the previous one. Making our
way via the river, we arrived at
Temple, where our stay within the
court was serenaded by yet another
explanation from Bro. Coddington’s
narrative. Realising that some years

ago, Temple Church was the spot
where Knights Templar began was
enlightening for all involved.
Making our way to St James’s we
enjoyed the beneﬁts of a fermented
drink near 10 Duke Street St James’s
and Mark Masons’ Hall. Bro.
Merrick-Thirlway used his
photography skills, capturing much
more than the essence of the place,
which certainly intrigued some of
the newer brethren amongst us. Our
ﬁnal stop for the day was Waterloo.
Looking like the battleground that
preceded its construction, the station
features the only underpass known
to the author, where grafﬁti is
positively encouraged. Armed with
two spray canisters in hand, we
made sure to leave our mark!
This brought us back to our
starting point. Enjoying a drink
after the hard work of the day
was long overdue. We spent some
time reﬂecting on a day of good
exercise, good companionship, and
excellent advancement in Masonic
knowledge.

For more information about The Connaught Club, including information
on how to join, please visit www.connaughtclub.org
AUTUMN 2015
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THE
METROPOLITAN
GRAND MASTER
VISITS PRINCE
MICHAEL OF
KENT COURT
VW. Bro Stephen Fenton, PGSwdB, reports for Porchway News:

P

rince Michael of Kent Court, the
RMBI home in Watford, held its
Open Day for Lodge and Chapter
Almoners on 17th May 2015. This
year, RW Bro. Russell Race, MetGM
and the PGMs of Hertfordshire and
Bedfordshire were delighted to join
the brethren in having a look around
the home, viewing the superb new
sensory bathroom recently installed
in the Jersey Dementia wing, and
meeting the staff and residents.
Amongst the residents, the MetGM
met Bro. Donald Mackie, who

celebrates his 100th birthday very
soon. Bro. Mackie was initiated into
Good Neighbour Lodge No. 8378 four
years ago at the age of 95, and is still
an EA. The MetGM also met Bro.
Malcolm Andrews, the Chairman of
the Association of Friends of PMKC
and Bro. John Reuther, DepPresRMBI
who briefed him on the exciting
plans for further developments and
improvements at the home, as well
as several of the projects already
sponsored by London Masons which
are already making the residents’

lives more
comfortable
and
enjoyable. In
addition the
Metropolitan
Grand Master
was told of a
London Lodge which had recently
entertained the resident Masons with
a demonstration of the Ceremony of
Passing, much appreciated by all
those who now ﬁnd it too difﬁcult to
attend meetings.

"SPOTLIGHT: Freemasons
and entertainment"
arena sent W. Bro Corrado Canonici along to the latest
Exhibition at the Library & Museum of Freemasonry to
ﬁnd out more about the entertainers within Freemasonry…

T

he Library and Museum of
Freemasonry has organised
another interesting and spot-on
exhibition about the long-lived
connection between Freemasons and
entertainment. For travelling
entertainers the possibility to ﬁnd
friends and trustworthy people in
different parts of the country was
welcome and when in the 1800's
“specialist lodges” (connecting men
of common interests) became
popular in Freemasonry, entertainers
joining the Craft became an even
more widespread reality.
I found it most interesting to see
the silk theatre playbills, used when
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an event connected to Masonic
entertainers – or Masonic evenings –
was to be advertised. There are a few
beautiful examples of the kind in this
exhibition.
It was also quite curious ﬁnding
out that some Lodges even met
inside the theatre itself: the Drury
Lane Lodge No. 2127 met in a Temple
directly inside the Drury Lane
Theatre.
The Orchestral Lodge No. 3028 had
among its founders two musicians
who, just two months after having
founded the Lodge, founded the
London Symphony Orchestra; not a
small task!

Last but
not least,
something
that for
people my age is gold: a photo of the
rock star Rick Wakeman when, as the
Master of Chelsea Lodge, he initiated
Mungo Jerry’s main singer (do you
remember “In the Summertime”?).
Indeed the tradition of artists and
Freemasonry is still alive.
“SPOTLIGHT: Freemasons and
entertainment” is at the Library and
Museum of Freemasonry from June
8th 2015 to February 13th 2016. Free
entrance, 10-17 Monday to Friday.
Closed at weekends.
ISSUE 22
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FOUNDATION
FOR JIMMY
CONQUERS
BEN NEVIS
Bro. Steve Roberts reports back
on the climb for arena:

O

n Saturday May 30th 2015, three members of
Grove Park Kent Lodge No. 2824, W. Bro
Keith Everson SLGR and Bros. Dean Gale and
Steve Roberts took on the Ben Nevis Challenge
with ten other climbers. The group was 'Climbing
for Jimmy' to raise awareness and fundraise for
the Foundation for Jimmy Charity.
The Foundation for Jimmy was set up as a
positive way of remembering the life of Jimmy
Mizen, who was tragically murdered in May 2008.
The Foundation's mission is to make young
people safer by promoting participation within
the community, increasing young people’s
awareness of the potential outcomes of their
actions, and supporting their development into
independent and responsible individuals.
Also part of the group taking up the challenge
were Jimmy’s mother, Margaret, as well as his
brothers, Billy and George. All thirteen members
of the group made it to the summit, which was no
small achievement. As we climbed we were met
by plenty of people descending who said there
was too much ice and snow to make it to the top.
We ploughed on and made it to the top in
remembrance of Jimmy.
Nobody told us that getting down the mountain
would be just as tough as getting up it! In total the
group took thirteen hours to get up Ben Nevis
and back down again. Tired and aching, the
group were all very proud to have completed the
challenge.
For more information on the Jimmy
Foundation please visit: www.forjimmy.org
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THE SAINT GEORGE’S LODGE
NO 140. 250TH ANNIVERSARY

W. Bro Victor Sears, Secretary of Saint George's
Lodge, describes their 250th anniversary
celebration meeting for arena readers…

T

he original Warrant or Charter of
Constitution from Grand Lodge
was established on the 29th June 1765
by the Rt. Hon. Cadwallader, Lord
Blayray, The MW, The Grand Master.
The Lodge being opened at the
Queen's Head Chelsea, numbered 343
on the register of the then Grand
Lodge. The 250th Anniversary
meeting was held in the Egyptian
Room at Freemasons’ Hall on
Saturday 4th July 2015 at noon.
The guest of honour was VW Bro.
Philip Summers, PGSwdB, AMetGM.
Visitors from Scotland, the
Netherlands, Belgium and the USA
were among the 95 brethren present.
An excellent Lecture on the
14

1st Degree Tracing Board was given by
W Bro. Sanjiv Gohil LGR, as was the
presentation of the lodge history given
by W Bro. Michael Fahey, SLGR,
PPrGSuptWks (Sussex).
Bro. Philip Summers then addressed
the Lodge and handed to the WM, W
Bro. Terry Rayner, PPGReg (Middx.), a
letter from RW Bro Russell Race,
MetGM, congratulating St. George’s
Lodge on reaching its 250th
anniversary. To mark the occasion,
Bro. Philip was presented with a
donation of £2,500 towards the MMC's
London Air Ambulance Appeal Fund.
He thanked the Lodge for a very
generous gift to this worthy cause and
for a most enjoyable and well

organised meeting.
The Festive Board was held at the
Grand Connaught Rooms, during
which fraternal greeting were
exchanged and commemorative gifts
presented: an ancient stonemasons
maul and chisel from Scotland;
engraved ﬁring glasses from the USA
and from the Netherlands, a
traditional gift of tulip bulbs
symbolising friendship. Each of the
brethren received a copy of the Lodge
history and a pair of cuff links
portraying St. George slaying the
dragon. Entertainment was provided
throughout the Festive Board by the
string quartet ‘Bowjangles’.
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EMULATION
WORKING IN BRAZIL
W. Bro Jayson Brinkler tells us more about
this 'Silver Matchbox' trip abroad…

I

n March, a crack team of ﬁve
brethren was assembled to travel
to Curitiba, Brazil, to promote and
demonstrate Emulation Working.
Planned a year ago when I met two
brethren from Brazil who came to
London to visit the Emulation Lodge
of Improvement, the nature of the
trip was similar in purpose to that of
Bro. Harold Tasker, of Campbell
Lodge No. 1415, who travelled to
Nigeria in the 1930’s to promote
Emulation Working. His trip was
responsible for the publication of the
well-known ‘Nigerian Working’ ritual
book. Our team consisted of
Emulation Silver Matchbox holders
W. Bro Jayson Brinkler and W. Bro
Huw Shooter, SLGR as well as W. Bro
Alan Smith, W. Bro Andy Wilson and
W. Bro Richard Wood.
The team demonstrated all four
ceremonies during the trip, including
two sections of the First Lecture to a
crowd of over 500 Brazilian brethren.
It transpired that some brethren had
travelled over 1800 miles to attend
the demonstrations. Emulation
Working is rapidly growing across
Brazil with 120 Lodges now working
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Emulation. Those Lodges rely on a
ritual originally translated from
English to French then to Spanish
and ﬁnally to the Portuguese they
use; inevitably translation
differences have occurred. This fact
has become a growing concern in
Brazil and the brethren of Lyceum
Paranaensis Lodge No. 4046 decided
it was time for a team to be invited to
travel to Brazil to teach brethren
correct Emulation working. The trip
was not only an opportunity to show
the Brazilians how Emulation should
be worked, but also to promote
committing the ritual to memory. It
is the norm in Brazil to read
ceremonies from the book, even
when Opening and Closing a Lodge.
After each ceremony had been
demonstrated in full, there was a
Q&A session for brethren to ask
questions about Emulation
procedure and custom. Although the
answers required some translation,
the sessions were a success.
During the visit, the demonstration
team were made honorary members
of the sponsoring Lodge Lyceum
Paranaensis Lodge No. 4046, who

ﬁnanced the trip, which coincided
with their 5th anniversary.The team
was also taken on a personal tour
around the Grand Orient of Brazil in
Parana by the State Grand Master as
his personal guests. The
demonstrations were so well
received that they will have a
positive effect in Brazil for many
years to come.
We were treated like Masonic
Royalty during the trip. We brought
over 100 Emulation Ritual books and
had sold all of them within two days.
I heard of one brother leaving home
at 1am to drive 4 hours to catch a
ﬂight just to attend our
demonstrations, which shows just
how much our demonstrations
meant to the brethren. They had
never seen entire ceremonies
demonstrated from memory before
which was a real eye opener for
them because it made them realise
that it isn't impossible. Plans are
already underway for two further
trips to Brazil over the next two
years, visiting other parts of Brazil
including demonstrations in Rio De
Janeiro in 2017.
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NEW MORNING LODGE
MMC DONATION
W. Bro Steve Pike, LGR and W. Bro Edmund Otun PM of
New Morning Lodge No. 9207, explains how the MMC's Air
Ambulance appeal was boosted by an unusual, but very apt,
charity fundraising day at Wycombe Air Park…

A

ny outdoor activity planned in
the UK can be hit and miss,
planning a charity ﬂying event is
even more of a challenge!
However on Saturday 27th June
the sun was shining and the winds
calm, our planned event, an open
day at Light Sport Aviation
(Wycombe Air Park, Booker) was
good to go. Running a microlight
ﬂight training school, and
alsobeing the UK dealers for
Evektor aircraft near to London,
we were well placed to hold an
event to raise some money for the
London Air Ambulance appeal.
With the agreement of the
airﬁeld we turned our part of the
hangar into a meeting area under
cover in case of poor weather. The
British Microlight Aircraft
Association (BMAA) loaned us
their weight shift microlight
simulator for the day. This was a
fantastic draw for both parents and
children, it was in use all day, a
small donation for a 15 minute go
kept the funds ﬂowing.
Myself and Peter Newman are
instructors and so we were also
able to offer ﬂights in our state of
the art microlight aircraft, the new
EV97 Eurostar SL microlight, one
of the safest aircraft around with a
long established history. It is now
ﬁtted with anti-collision lights and
a BRS system (Ballistic Recovery
System), a parachute recovery
system for the aircraft and crew.
Pre-ﬂight brieﬁngs covered aspects
of the aircraft handling and safety
including keeping a good look out.
We lastly explained about the
parachute. Someone said
parachute? Just one?! Who gets to
use that? Well it’s for the pilot of
course ... silence ... then a
reassured look as we explain it’s for
the aircraft. A BRS system ﬁtted to
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all of our new aircraft, as a last
resort in case of total loss of
control it will slowly descend the
aircraft and crew to the ground.
The RAF was one of the ﬁrst to
purchase an aircraft with this new
system ﬁtted.
A mix of children, parents and
grandparents spent the day looking
around the airﬁeld and hangar,
which was festooned with bunting,
and talking to the engineers
building the two aircraft we had in
construction. Refreshments were
also provided. Other staff and
members of the Light Sport Flying
Club were on hand to talk to those
interested in their operation.
Trial training ﬂights were given
throughout the day at a very
encouraging rate and more than
twenty enjoyed a twenty minute
trip around the local area over the
Chiltern Hills, and although a little
bumpy, the sick bag count
remained at zero. Weight limits
apply to our aircraft and so the
order was based on lightest ﬁrst
and as fuel was burnt off we could
take the heavier people. Peter and
myself were fed and watered in the
aircraft on turn around as the next
victim was installed in the
captain’s seat. The ground crew,
Ray Langford a non-mason, plus W.
Bro John Maher PM and Bro Mike
Adamson MM worked nonstop to
ensure a safe and enjoyable day.
The day raised £500 in
collections and donations, Light
Sport Aviation met that with a
further donation of £500. The
donation to the London Air
Ambulance Appeal was given by
New Morning Lodge, a
Metropolitan Daylight Lodge who
also donated a further £500,
making the total donation £1,500.
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KENT CLUB UPDATE
W. Bro Richard Criddle ﬁlls us in on what the
Kent Club have been doing this year:

T

he year to date has been a busy
one! So far, we have been to the
Tower of London to see the 750-year
old Ceremony of the Keys, we’ve
toured the Churchill War Rooms,
we’ve helped celebrate the 200th
meeting of Utilitas Chapter with a
Festive Board in the Library of the
Travellers Club, and in June we cohosted “An Interview with the
Metropolitan Grand Master”, along
with the Connaught Club. More
details of this very successful event
can be found on page 10.
Looking ahead, in addition to our
regular pre-Quarterly
Communication breakfasts and
Social Evenings (details of which can
be found on www.kentclub.org),we
have also arranged a fantastic 4-day
activity-packed trip to Edinburgh
which is being run from 1st to 4th
October. This event starts on the
Thursday evening with an informal

dinner, but really kicks off on the
Friday with a tour of the Edinburgh
Vaults (aka.Mary King Close),
followed by a trip to the awardwinning Whisky Mile (which will
include plenty of sampling!), a
guided tour of the Grand Lodge of
Scotland by its Curator, and the day
will end with another informal
dinner – this time with members of a
Scottish Lodge. On the Saturday we
will take a coach to the world-famous
Rosslyn Chapel, which is rich in
masonic symbolism, for a guided
tour and the day will end with a
Lodge meeting followed by a white
table dinner. On the ﬁnal day, there
is a chance of a round of golf (for
those so inclined) or a bit of
shopping before heading home.
The Edinburgh trip is open to all
subscribing members of the Kent
Club and their families. More details
on the trip and how to book can be

found on
http://bookitbee.com/e/g3us8.
Also in the pipeline is a winetasting to be held locally to Mark
Masons’ Hall, and in December we
will be joining Lodge of Comity to
celebrate its Ladies Night in the
stunning Great Hall in Lincoln’s Inn.
The Kent Club operates a
subscription scheme (£10 per year,
with no joining fee), and details of
how to join can be obtained from
membership@kentclub.org. Some of
our events will be open to members
only, but others – such as the Social
Evenings – are open to all.
Details of all our events can be
found on our website
(www.kentclub.org), Facebook and
via our app (available for Android
and IOS devices). Alternatively you
can contact info@kentclub.org for
more information.

The Kent Club Goes North of The Border

Join members of the Kent Club on a visit to Edinburgh this October.
The trip includes guided tours of the famous Edinburgh Vaults and
Whisky Mile, a visit to the Grand Lodge of Scotland hosted by its
Curator, a Scottish Lodge meeting with a white table dinner
afterwards and the highlight of the trip – a guided tour of the worldfamous Rosslyn Chapel!

The Chapel – an incredible piece of architecture with many beautiful
carvings the construction of which was started in 1456 – features the
famous Apprentice Pillar. For more details of this fantastic event and
how to book, please go to http://bookitbee.com/e/g3us8
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ADVERTORIAL

WHY YOU SHOULD
CHOOSE THE
BULL HOTEL IN
GERRARDS CROSS
AS THE VENUE
FOR YOUR
LADIES' FESTIVAL.

There are just so many reasons why Masonic lodges should hold
their Ladies' Festivals at the The Bull Hotel. Here are just a few…

We hold our Ladies' Festivals to say thank you to our Ladies
for their forbearance during the Masonic Year so why should
they be satisfied with a second rate venue? They deserve the
best, and at The Bull Hotel, they get the best! Why not come
and experience our fantastic ambience?

Why?

It's got great atmosphere being an old coaching inn on the Oxford road, just
over 20 miles from London, with totally free parking for your car. It's close
enough to be convenient and far enough not to be at London prices!

The hotel has 150 very comfortable, ensuite rooms and is part of the Sarova
Group of luxury, four star hotels. Our guests get free WiFi.

The hotel is also very convenient for:

London – all the attractions of the greatest city in the world

Windsor – a superb shopping centre to add to all its historical
attractions

Golf clubs – the hotel has an understanding with the Buckinghamshire
championship golf course which is just down the road. There are many other
championship courses in very easy reach, Wentworth, Moor Park and
Denham spring to mind

Polo – there are four or five polo clubs within a ten mile radius

Horse racing – Ascot and Windsor are just down the road

No matter how large or small your guest list is, the Bull Hotel will have a
room of just the right size to cater for your needs.

Where?

► On the A40
► 2 miles from the M25
► Only 22 miles from the West End
► Rapid, clean and reliable trains on the Chiltern Line
► Gerrards Cross station is only half a mile away

How much?

► From £130 per person for the Friday night and Saturday night
► £38 for Gala Dinner only
► Discounted prices can be negotiated for extra nights

History

There has been a hostelry of some sort on the site of the present Bull Hotel
since 1688 and the hotel has a long history of holding Masonic events. The
highwayman, Jack Shrimpton, who lived just up the road in Penn, used to
prey upon travellers who stayed at the Bull. He came to an untimely end at
Newgate Prison in 1713, but, today the main hotel bar bears his name.

The hotel is now part of the Sarova group of luxury hotels, started by the
Vohra family in Kenya, but now very well established over here.

Facilities
► 150 rooms

► All with free WiFi

► Mini bar

► Four star Beeches restaurant

► The Jack Shrimpton Bar –
named after the notorious
highwayman

► All en suite

► Flat screen television

► Wonderful landscaped grounds

► Luxurious conservatory lounge

► Each function room has
an adjoining bar where
your reception can be held.

Oxford Road, Gerrards Cross,
Buckinghamshire, SL9 7PA

t 01753 885995 e events_bull@sarova.com w sarova.com

What are the additional
orders all about then?
arena’s W. Bro Chris Starnes brings his series on
the 'other orders' in Freemasonry to a close with
this, the ﬁrst half of a two-part article …

R

egular readers will have seen
many Masonic Orders
covered in this series over the
past three years. Some Masons
join only the Craft, but for many
others, these other Orders add
greatly to their overall Masonic
enjoyment. They can be viewed
as providing some of the backstory to the ritual with which they
are familiar; a view into what
happened after the events
portrayed in the Craft Third
Degree. Some provide a focus on
speciﬁc aspects of symbolism or
research. The importance of these
Orders cannot be underestimated
for the beneﬁcial effect that they
can have in contributing to the
retention of Craft Masons who
feel that they want to know more,
do more and experience more.
The diagram illustrates a
ﬂowchart with the Craft at its
centre with the Royal Arch above.
This has been positioned
deliberately to graphically
reinforce the fact that the Craft is
the beating heart of Freemasonry
on which all else depends.
Whichever additional Order we
may favour at any period of our
Masonic career, we must
remember that the Craft is the
source from which all else is
derived and do what we can to
ensure a steady ﬂow of candidates
into that, as well as ensuring that
we do not lose the Masons that we
have initiated into the Craft.
The position of the Royal Arch
symbolises that, in England, the
Royal Arch is considered to be the
completion of "pure Antient
20

Masonry".
The successive lines and boxes
show which Orders a Mason may
join after he has joined the Craft.
Several of the Orders have
additional requirements of a
Candidate prior to joining, such as
professing a belief in the
Christian Trinity. The Christian
Orders are Knights Templar (and
successive orders), Red Cross of
Constantine, Societas
Rosicruciana In Anglia and the
Ancient and Accepted Rite.
After joining the Craft and
completing the third degree, most
Masons then join either Royal
Arch or Mark. Those who join
both are then eligible to join the
Operatives, Royal & Select
Masters (also known as The
Cryptic Degrees) and The Allied
Masonic Degrees.
The Knights Templar degree
leads to the possibility of three
other degrees: Holy Royal Arch
Knight Templar Priests,
Commemorative Order of St
Thomas of Acon and Knights
Beneﬁcent of the Holy City.
The other four degrees possible
for a Master Mason are Order of
the Secret Monitor (which leads to
Order of the Scarlet Cord), Royal
Order of Scotland, Societas
Rosicruciana in Anglia (which
may lead to Order of Eri) and the
Ancient and Accepted Rite.
All but three of the degrees on
the diagram have been covered in
previous issues of Arena,but
you’ll need to wait for arena 23 to
learn about those!

Freemasonry and the
progressive degrees
Illustrating the
requirements for
joining successive
orders

ISSUE 21

arena

SUMMER 2015

21

COLLECTORS CORNER:
Bro. Scott Dunn continues his series on the
fascinating world of masonic collecting:

T

he rather splendid jewel
pictured is an example of a
“Three Grand Masters Jewel”
rumoured to be the ﬁrst British
masonic jewel. Examples made
between 1750 – 1780 were worn both
as Past Master’s and Member’s
jewels.
This Jewel in particular holds
special interest amongst collectors
and is sometimes referred to as the
“Hell-Raiser Jewel.” It was presented
to RW Bro Thomas Dobson who
carried out the ﬁrst known initiation
of a prisoner, namely John Wilkes, a
founding member of the Hell-Fire
Club.
John Wilkes (1727 – 1797), was a
forcible, daring and original
politician, who championed the
cause of 'the people' with great
vigour. Following a violent written
attack on the government (and in
particular King George III’s speech at
the opening of the Parliamentary
session of 1763), he was committed
to the Tower, but released on the
grounds that he was a MP. However,
the King’s friends in the House of
Commons passed a resolution
condemning his article as seditious
libel, and ordering it to be burned;
they then used this and his
publication of a very objectionable
lampoon called “An Essay on Woman
in three Epistles” to force his
expulsion from the House, declaring
his seat vacant. As Wilkes was no
longer an MP, he could now not
claim parliamentary privilege, so
when he retaliated by reprinting the
original article he was this time
prosecuted without any means to
protect himself. He ﬂed to Paris to
avoid sentence and was welcomed
by Diderot and the French
intellectuals of the Enlightenment.
He remained there for some years.
In 1768, following a duel with one of
the King’s supporters, he returned to
England and surrendered himself.
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He was sentenced to 22 months in
the King’s Bench Prison. During his
time in King’s Bench, he stood as a
candidate in the Parliamentary byelection in Middlesex and was
elected, before being expelled and
re-elected twice more with the ﬁnal
win being declared void by the
House.
Around this time Wilkes applied to
become a Freemason, quite why is
unknown, given that he was a
Founder of the Hell-Fire Club; an
avid member of the Loyal
Association; part of the Sublime
Society of the Beefsteaks as well as
the Elective Society of St Stephen.
He was also a member of the
Ancient Family of Leeches and the
Most Noble Order of the Bucks
amongst others. Nevertheless, the
ofﬁcers and members of the
Jerusalem Lodge in London
accepted his application for
Initiation enthusiastically. The
Grand Lodge was not so enthusiastic,
but did not wish to resist the
pressure of opinion from within
Jerusalem Lodge, especially as the
Master of the Lodge, Thomas
Dobson, was a Past Assistant Grand
Master. Other notable supporters of
Wilkes from within Jerusalem Lodge
included Provincial Grand Master,
Bro. Maschall, and the Grand
Secretary, Bro. French. Grand Lodge
therefore granted a dispensation for
Jerusalem Lodge to admit Wilkes.
The minutes of Jerusalem Lodge
dated 3rd March 1769 read as
follows:
“By Virtue of a Dispensation under
the Hand and Seal of Charles Dillon,
Deputy Grand Master bearing the date
3rd Day of February 1769 by Virtue
whereof, and in the Name of Henry
Somerset Duke of Beaufort, Grand
Master of the Masons, this Lodge
proceeded to making John Wilkes Esq.
and George Bellas Esq. (they having
been duly balloted for at a former

Lodge Night to be made Masons)
attended and were made Masons and
became members of this Lodge and
raised Master Masons.”
As the meeting place of the Lodge
that night is not mentioned in the
minutes (meetings generally took
place in the Jerusalem Tavern in
Clerkenwell), there is nothing to
show that the meeting actually took
place in King’s Bench Prison, where
Wilkes was conﬁned; however a
manuscript note appended by an
anonymous chronicler to a copy of
the Engraved List of 1769, which is
preserved in the British Museum
reads;
All Societies and all Parties were
carried away with ye popular frenzy of
“Wilkes & Liberty”, and among ye rest,
the quiet and peaceable Freemasons
came in for their share, for on March
3rd 1769, ye Members of ye Lodge held
at ye Jerusalem Tavern in Clerkenwell
attended at ye King’s Bench Prison and
made Mr. Wilkes a Mason.
Reports in the Gazetteer and New
Daily Advertiser of 6th March 1769
noted that the ceremony was
performed “by virtue of a
Dispensation of the Grand Master
and in the presence of the Grand
Ofﬁcers.”
Some members of Grand Lodge
were worried such a demonstration
in support of Wilkes was not the way
to win King’s favour for him to
induce more members of the Royal
Family to become Freemasons, so on
10th March 1769 The Gazetteer and
New Daily Advertiser published a
statement by Grand Lodge denying
that Wilkes had been granted a
special dispensation to be initiated or
that any Grand Ofﬁcer was present
at the ceremony. But Dobson wanted
everyone to know that the
Freemasons supported Wilkes. On
the same day, 10th March 1769, he
inserted a statement in Lloyd’s
Evening Post:
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“It is thought proper to acquaint
the public that I, in the presence of
two Grand Officers and by virtue of
a Dispensation dated February 3,
1769, signed by the Deputy Grand
Master, did make Mr. Wilkes a Free
and Accepted Mason. The
Dispensation may be seen by any
mason at the Jerusalem Lodge
No.44, on a Lodge night.Thomas
Dobson, Master.”
After serving his sentence,
Wilkes was released from King’s
Bench prison. He was then
nominated for the ofﬁce of Lord
Mayor of London. The Court of
Alderman, who did not wish to
antagonize the King, refused to
elect him. This raised a storm of
protest in the City, where there
was strong support for Wilkes, and
the Court of Aldermen eventually
gave in and Wilkes become Lord
Mayor.
After a busy career Wilkes
retired from political life in 1790,
and lived quietly till his death
seven years later. He had not only
successfully withstood what he
saw as the tyranny of George III
but had come closer than anyone
else between 1717 and modern
times in drawing the English
Freemasons into radical political
activity.
Wilkes and Hogarth, (Grand
Steward 1735):
Hogarth’s detailed and accurate
1763 depiction of Wilkes, the
controversial champion of liberty
became a major issue of
contention between the two men.
It depicted with pitiless accuracy
Wilkes’ physical defects, his
distinctive squint and cynical grin
that were recognizable features of
the politician as well as his
arrogance and deﬁance. So
accurate was this depiction that in
August of that year Wilkes was
AUTUMN 2015

challenged to a duel in Paris,
having been recognized from
Hogarth’s print! This was Hogarth
at his best displaying his very
special ability to portray the
character of his subject,
superimposed on life-like features
easily recognized by his
contemporaries. Hogarth and
Wilkes had been friends but were
now at the opposite ends of the
political spectrum and Hogarth
was able to express his animosity
though the portrait. It also
expressed Hogarth’s political
views. The squint, the ﬂag bearing
the word Liberty and Wilkes’
overall posture had connotations
of falsehood and hypocrisy.
Wilkes interpreted this painting as
a betrayal and not a portrayal and
expressed his anger in an essay,
supported by a poem by his
colleague Charles Churchill,
ﬁercely attacking Hogarth as vain
and selﬁsh and on the decline.
Hogarth retaliated with a print
emphasizing Wilkes’ indebtedness
and the bitter exchange continued
for some time, Hogarth surviving
Wilkes’ attempted to oust him as
the leading political commentator.
Some years later Hogarth’s
portrayal was to be vindicated
when John Wilkes found himself
imprisoned for publishing libels. It
was ﬁve years after Hogarth’s
death that Wilkes was made a
Freemason as described above.
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A YOUNGER MASON SPEAKS...

KAMIL KOTLARZ
Here is the latest of our series in which Initiates and Exaltees
take a moment to reflect on their coming into Craft or Chapter…

L

et me begin with few words
about me, before a brief
description of my experience at the
ceremony of my Initiation. My name
is Kamil Kotlarz. I’m 32 years old and
I'm Polish. I've lived in London since
2002 and since April 2015, I have
been a proud member of the
Lillistone Manor & Finsbury Lodge
No. 861 in London.
I would also like to mention that I
belong to a group for whom
Freemasonry before joining was a
great mystery. This may be because
I never had the pleasure of meeting
any members of the Fraternity nor
was I a relative of any Brother. I
became interested in Freemasonry a
few years ago before I ﬁnally
gathered the necessary courage to
take my interest further. I had felt
for some time that there must be
"something more" beyond my work
and daily
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momentum. Very important for me
was charity work of Freemasons of
which I read when I began to deepen
my knowledge of Freemasonry, but
also the opportunity of meeting new
people with whom I would be able to
exchange views and thoughts at
meetings.
The day of my Initiation, 9 April
2015, was a very important day for
me. A few weeks before the day, I
received a letter from one of my
mentors, W. Bro Stanley Marut (who
is in fact partially Polish!), with all
the information concerning my
initiation. How I was to be dressed,
the date and place of the meeting
and ... a request to prepare a short
speech. Since I had no earlier need
to make public toasts – this task
initially gave me heart palpitations!
However, W. Bro Stan was very
helpful and not only helped me with
writing it, but also reassured me that
if my speech did not go as planned,
the world would certainly not end!
On 9 April 2015 I arrived half an
hour early at Mark Masons' Hall. I
was stressed out, not knowing what
to expect. I felt as if I was about to
attempt a very important exam.
My initial concerns proved futile
and slightly subsided when I saw
familiar faces of the brethren in
the bar that I had had the
pleasure of meeting earlier (I
should mention that my fears
subsided due to such welcoming
companions, not due to consumption
of alcohol!). After a short while we
all went to the Lodge, and the other
candidate and I both started
our preparations
under the
watchful eye
of the Tyler

(W. Bro P. Kirkpatrick).
I have to admit at ﬁrst I felt a little
disoriented when after a short wait
we were invited into the Lodge.
However, when our ceremony was
over and the meeting of the Lodge
continued, my worries and stress
(except for the toast) disappeared
completely and I felt very proud and
happy that I found myself among
people who have similar values and
expectations to me. After the
meeting we went to the festive board
during which I was positively
surprised by the fact that for the ﬁrst
time in my life I felt among people
who I had known for years, despite
the fact that most of the people in
the group were actually unknown to
me.
As I mentioned earlier... the
speech was a big challenge, but
fortunately everything went
according to plan (during the meal, I
realized that probably due to stress, I
had learned it by heart) and it gave
me a great opportunity to thank all
present for the warm welcome and
hospitality. This toast also gave me
the opportunity to especially thank
the Brothers who proposed and
seconded me as (W. Bro David
Roberts-Jones and W. Bro Stanley
Marut). Since my Initiation however
I have had a surprising feeling of
familiarity on each occasion when
meeting fellow Brethren and it feels
like we have known each other for
years. I do not think that I have ever
before experienced a similar feeling
and reception, for which I would
once again sincerely thank
everyone.
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CHARITY
NEWS
METROPOLITAN
MASONIC CHARITY
SUPPORTS NEW HELPLINE
FOR DEMENTIA CARERS
W. Bro John Little, SLGR, visited Pathways
Through Dementia to find out more…

T

hanks to a generous donation from the MMC,
Pathways Through Dementia will be able to launch
its Legal Helpline this month (September).
The helpline, initially open three afternoons a week
from 2-4pm, will provide clear and easy to understand
legal support and information for people looking after
relatives or friends with dementia, and complements
Pathway’s existing talks and training programme. The
legalities of the dementia journey can be complex and
daunting. Dealing with Social Services departments
and/or the Court of Protection can leave people feeling
confused, so Pathways are especially pleased to be
offering this additional bespoke service.
Pathways Through Dementia was founded in 2012 by
Sara Wilcox. Having worked at the Alzheimer’s Society,
as well as seen her own mother give up work to care for
her parents with memory loss, Sara knew she wanted to
do something to help dementia carers. Other
organisations were focusing on the practicalities of
dealing with dementia, but nobody was helping people to
unravel the legalities of the dementia journey such as
paying for care, managing ﬁnances and welfare beneﬁts.
Sara began giving talks to local groups and the charity
grew from there and now provides information and help
to anyone with dementia, including their family, friends,
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carers, health professionals and solicitors.
The charity is going from strength to strength. This
year, Sara was proud to be the legal expert at the
Government’s Dementia Challenge Conference in
London where she talked about the Mental Capacity Act
and the need for there to be more information available
to carers about legal issues and managing ﬁnances.
With the launch of the Legal Helpline in September,
the charity will be able to empower more people to make
the right decisions for their own unique set of
circumstances. To ﬁnd out more about Pathways
Through Dementia see
www.pathwaysthroughdementia.org or contact Sara
directly by email at
swilcox@pathwaysthroughdementia.org or by calling
07540 982161.
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MMC SUPPORTING
READATHON’S HOSPITAL
PROGRAMME
W. Bro John Little, SLGR, finds out about
another worthy cause supported by the MMC:

S

eriously ill children in three major London hospitals
will now beneﬁt from professional storyteller visits
and new books provided by Readathon, the children's
reading charity. This has been made possible at the
Royal Free, Evelina and Great Ormond Street hospitals
by a donation of £5,000 from the Metropolitan Masonic
Charity.
As part of their hospital programme, which uses the
power of books and storytelling to make life better for
seriously ill children, Readathon will supply each
hospital with 120 carefully selected books every six
weeks for display on a mobile bookcase designed to be
moved easily around the wards and accessed from a
child's bedside.
For reasons of infection control, all the books are
brand new, which means that even high-risk children in
isolation following transplant surgery or chemotherapy
may beneﬁt from the scheme. In addition, seven times
a year, Readathon sends in a profession storyteller
accustomed to working with seriously ill children.
A hospital’s play department manager says: “I have
seen the Readathon books bring a family together. A ﬁve
year old child was with us in hospital for eleven months
and her three year old sibling spent a great deal of time
with us in the play centre. The books provided the
family with a daily structure and quality family time as
it was something positive they could do together. In the
twenty-two years I have been in this post this is one of
the best schemes we have had the privilege to share in”.
Vicky Pember, Manager of Readathon in hospitals
said: “When a child is in hospital, reading or sharing a
story is a very effective diversion from their plight. Easy
access to the right books will distract, comfort, soothe
and reassure not only young patients but also their
parents, carers and siblings. Sharing a book is a practical
way to show they care, making constructive use of
visiting hours and whiling away tedious treatment
times. The Metropolitan Masonic Charity’s donation of
£5,000 will uplift the lives of thousands of seriously ill
children and their families in London hospitals this year.
Books and stories are magical and this gift will enable
each child in hospital to escape through their
imagination and travel to different worlds right from
their hospital bed”.
Readathon now operates in 28 children’s hospitals
across the UK and is entirely ﬁnanced by donations.
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MMC GIVING:
THE ROYAL LONDON
SOCIETY FOR BLIND PEOPLE
W. Bro Stuart Sherriff reports for arena
on some of the good work that £2,000 from
the MMC is doing…

E

stablished in 1838, the Royal
London Society for Blind People
(RLSB) was set up in the City of
London to teach the blind to read.
Today they help visually impaired
children and young people living in
London and the South East who,
from early years into adulthood,
need additional support to lead selffulﬁlling lives. There are an
estimated 7,000 children and young
people in London and the South East
who are blind or partially sighted.
Too many experience loneliness and
depression and face being
overlooked by society just because
they are visually impaired.
Having a visually impaired child is
a life-changing event for parents. For
many, it is the ﬁrst time they may
have ever interacted with someone
who is visually impaired. Parents
often feel overwhelmed, lacking the
conﬁdence and the necessary skills
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to interact with their child. Parents
will often unintentionally adopt
coping strategies that result in
further development delays. RLSB’s
Parental support programme is the
one of the most crucial factors in
successfully helping a visually
impaired child overcome
developmental delays. They carry
out workshops for new parents,
aiming to:
• Provide parents with practical
information about their child’s
condition;
• Help raise parents expectations
and aspirations for their child’s
future;
• Help parents to understand
their own needs for emotional
support and advice; and
• Help restore parents’
conﬁdence and help develop a
more positive outlook.

Workshops are delivered in
community settings over two days
for up to six families at a time and
are tailored to meet the practical and
emotional support needs of parents.
RLSB also has Family Support
Services at three hospitals in
London: the Eye Clinic at the Royal
London Hospital in Whitechapel,
Moorﬁelds Eye Hospital and St
Thomas’ in Lambeth. The service
supports around seventy families
each year and is run on a drop-in
basis one day a month.
Support from the Metropolitan
Masonic Charity will support up to
20 workshops, and more
importantly, will help up to 120 new
families support their visually
impaired child.

27

MMC GRANTS MAY 2015
In addition to the charities detailed in the articles by W. Bros Stuart
Sherriff and John Little, the MMC also made the following grants in
May 2015. If any of the charities strike a chord with you or your
Lodge/Chapter and you wish to add to the MMC donation, you
should get in touch directly with the Charity!
Samaritans: £5,000 to help the
Samaritans Central London Call
Centre which received 107,000
calls last year and responded to 2,910
emails and 8,017 texts.
Friendship Works:
£5,000 to help the charity provide
long-term friendship mentoring to
help children facing multiple
disadvantages. The grant will help
recruit and train further volunteer
mentors for their mentoring scheme.
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Volunteer Responder
Group – London
Ambulance Group –
NHS: £30,000: to replace ﬁve old response
vehicles with new Volkwagen Tiguans.
LSC 2015 (Formerly Lambeth
Summer Projects): £5,000 to
help the charity provide over
4,000 sessions in 24 activities
throughout the Summer
Holidays to children in what is a very
turbulent area of London.

Heritage and Educational
Trust of the London Grand
Rank Association: £7,500 to
help deserving young
people with a family
connection to
Freemasonry. Also to
assist with educational projects together with
the purchase of books, manuscripts and articles
concerned with Freemasonry to loan or donate to
a Library and Museum approved by Grand Lodge.

Norwood Youth
Project: The Norwood
Youth Project was
inaugurated with
equal grants of
£8,750 from the National Lottery and the MMC in
2014. This year the MMC had pledged £5,000 to
continue its support. The aim of the charity is to
enable young people to access a programme of
activities to support their wellbeing and growth.

The Pirate Castle: A grant
of £5,000 to help provide
activities for children
during the summer
holidays. Activities
include team games, kayaking, ﬂoating cinema
workshop, arts and crafts, canoeing, city farm visits,
canal boating and many others.

Summers Trust:
£2,500 towards taking
underprivileged
children aged 10 and
11 to a residential centre prior to their transition into
Secondary School. Summers Trust was founded by
teachers who recognised children’s hardships.

LWRC – London
Wheelchair Rugby Club:
£12,000 over three years
to help offer disabled
people in London the
opportunity to take part in
the exciting sport of wheelchair rugby.

Drama Expressions for
Children: £2,000 to help
provide a unique
opportunity for children
from low income homes to participate in drama
workshops culminating in a professionally staged
production.
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JOHN
HUBBARD
W. Bro Stan Marut continues our special
series of Men at the Top interviews…

T

here can be little doubt that John
was destined to be a Freemason
from a very early age. His father was
a member of Old Brentwoods 5342,
the school lodge of Brentwood School
- inevitably John's! The Lodge met
four times a year: three at
Freemasons' Hall whilst the fourth,
always held in July, was at the school
itself. So from the age of seven, John
and his elder brother, Bruce, would
help their father set up the Lodge
Room at the school in preparation for
the meeting and assist afterwards in
putting all the things away. Who can
boast an earlier connection with
Freemasonry than that?!
John's father worked for a nonferrous metal company as a “middle
man” in an ofﬁce based near
Liverpool Street in the City of
London. Before the Second World
War he had been a pianist working
part time in a dance band and he
continued this as an 'evening job',
to supplement his income. John's
mother was a nurse, who
specialised as, and had a
tremendous reputation in,
“chronic” nursing work, assisting
those patients who might
nowadays receive hospice care.
She is reported as having said,
“the greatest gift I can give
anybody is to ensure they are laid
out correctly”. Needless to say,
the undertakers were aware of
her high standards and her
charges were attended to with
due diligence!
The family lived in Romford
and, as was usual in those days,
holidays were local. Thus for
many years John and his
AUTUMN 2015

parents and brother would head off
to the same chalet at Mersea Island
in Essex. The family in the next
chalet were also regular visitors and
they saw one another each year at
the same time. It was during a
conversation that John’s mother had
with her female counterpart next
door that led her to encourage her
husband to become a mason on the
basis of ‘how would the boy’s
education be paid for if I was made a
widow’? It was assumed that being a
member of the fraternity would
render useful assistance in a time of
crisis. His father was delighted as he
had wanted to be a member for
many years but assumed they
couldn’t afford it. And so it was that
John’s father became a freemason,
being initiated into Old Brentwoods
5342 in the late 1950s. On
subsequent seaside holidays
elsewhere his father would take long
walks with blue book in hand.
Indeed, it was not long before John’s
mother also knew ritual backwards
having had a hand in the masonic
learning process!
After Brentwood School John
subsequently studied at Hull
University, gaining his BSc in
Economics, specialising in
Accountancy. Deciding that he
wasn’t ready for work he embarked
on a further degree and gained a
Masters in Operational Research.
Whilst at Hull, John was inevitably a
regular visitor to its immense library
of nigh on one million books. One
day, having remained non-committal
on an invitation from his father to
become a Freemason, he decided to
check out whether it had any books
29

Masonic Career
1978

1980

1985
1987

1990
1992

1993
1997

1998
2001
2003

2005

2007
2008
2008
2010

2011
2012
2013
2014
30

Initiated into Old Brentwoods Lodge
No 5342
Exalted into Old Brentwoods
Chapter No 5342
WM Old Brentwoods Lodge No 5342
Joining Member Lodge of Progress
No 1768
First Principal Old Brentwoods
Chapter No 5342 (also in 1994 and
2008)
Founder of Sibelius Lodge No. 9448
(Essex)
WM Lodge of Progress No 1768
LGR; joined Essex Masters No 3256;
Appointed PPAGDC (Craft - Essex)
LGCR
SLGR
Joined Jubilee Masters Lodge
No 2712
Joined London First Principals
Chapter No 2712
Appointed VO – Met GL
Appointed VO – Met GC
Joined Essex Chapter No 276
Joined Essex First Principals Chapter
No 3256
SVO Met GC; AGDC (Royal Arch)
PAGDC (Royal Arch)
AGStdB – (Craft); PPJGW (Essex)
MetGInsp PSGD (Craft); PGSoj (RA)

on masonry. There were, but they
appeared to be exposés with all
the “secret words” highlighted in
bold print! John would then tease
his father during family telephone
calls, by reading out sections from
the book to which his father either
replied: “who told you that?”, or,
"does it really?”. His mother also
joined his father in saying that he
should become a freemason and
when given the “brush off” by
John replied that he would only
need to go a couple of times a
year if he joined 5342!
John ﬁnally accepted his
destiny and was initiated into the
Old Brentwoods in July 1978, with
the Charge being delivered by his
Father and the working tools by
his brother. Having assisted in
preparing the Lodge the night
before, whilst being conducted
around the Lodge, he began to put
faces to the voices he heard. He
knew everybody in the Lodge,
through his father, and for him
there was no turning back. John
actually started his masonic career
before he got his ﬁrst job after
University and was already doing
the working tools before he’d been
raised to the third degree! He
enjoyed the challenge of learning
and became Master of the Lodge
aged twenty nine in 1985. He
admits, however, that learning
ritual was (and apparently is!) a
slog and no sooner had he learned
it and done his work in the Lodge
it receded from his memory
banks! He also very fondly recalls
that his father also played the
Organ and that he would visit
various Lodges to play for them
with John often in attendance,
principally to ensure that he took
his Angina pills on time! John
was subsequently exalted into Old
Brentwood Chapter 5342 in 1980.
After his university sojourn in
Hull, he returned to Essex and
used his new academic skills
working for the Ford Motor
Company spending a total of
thirty ﬁve years working in the
ﬁnance in the R&D,
Manufacturing, IT and Sales
functions. He met his then wife at
a function at his Old Boys’ Club
and they had two children, Peter
and Helen. For John Freemasonry
was certainly something he

became very involved with and
during his masonic career joined
several Lodges and Chapters (see
Masonic CV). Indeed, John was a
founder member of Sibelius Lodge
No 9448, although he missed the
Consecration as it was the very
day Peter was born! It will come
as no surprise to know that John
is an avid Sibelius aﬁcionado and
that Sibelius himself was
responsible for the formation of
the Grand Lodge of Finland
becoming its ﬁrst Grand Master.
John has also been very active
on the Board of the Federation of
School Lodges
(schoollodges.wordpress.com)
being its Chairman since 2014.
The FSL started in 1947 when the
roll was just fourteen Lodges and
now boasts one hundred and
seventy! Each year the School
Lodges have a Festival which takes
place in the various parts of the
country where the schools are
located, this year's having just
taken place at Solihull. Away from
masonic endeavour, John has had,
and still has, other community
responsibilities. From 1992 until
2009 he was one of HM
Commissioners of Income Tax, a
voluntary role. He has worked as a
fundraiser for Christian Aid; a
‘Games Maker’ volunteers for the
London 2012 Olympics; as a depot
worker for “Operation Christmas
Child (Shoebox Appeal)” as well as
being Trustee and Treasurer of the
Shen Place Almshouses in
Brentwood. This is amongst many
other community activities that
John has been involved in over
the years.
Having been a relatively young
initiate into Freemasonry he has
managed to cram much masonic
experience into his time. He has
been Master three times with Old
Brentwoods Lodge 5342, Lodge of
Progress 1768 and Sibelius Lodge
9448. In the Holy Royal Arch, Old
Brentwoods Chapter No 5342 he
has been Installed as First
Principal, three times. LGR was
bestowed in 1997 quickly followed
by LGCR the following year.
Promotion to SLGR was in 2002
and SLGCR in 2008. Other Craft
and Chapter appointments
followed in due course both in
London and in the Province of
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Essex. In 2014 John was appointed
PSGD in the Craft and PGSoj in
Holy Royal Arch on his becoming a
Metropolitan Grand Inspector.
John was always open about his
freemasonry at work and got to
know other masons in the
workplace. He says he does not
understand why people are
reticent about mentioning their
involvement and is proud to be a
mason. He is equally proud of
being part of the Metropolitan
Inspectorate with special
responsibility for the Royal Arch
and enthuses about their current
work in assisting Companions to
widen their knowledge base of the
Royal Arch. Because of the
demographics of Royal Arch

membership, he sees the
“education process” in the Royal
Arch spreading outside of London
as membership of London
Chapters is not conﬁned just to
those who are members of London
Lodges, in the same way that many
MetGL members enjoy the Royal
Arch in Provincial Chapters.
John is keen to make Exaltation
into the Holy Royal Arch an
enriching experience. He owns up
to the fact that during his early
days as a Royal Arch Mason the
meaning of the ritual was not
always apparent amongst those
taking part in its ceremonies.
Hopefully this is less of a case
nowadays and he feels that the
current initiatives in the Holy
Royal Arch, which include the
“Talking Heads” and ‘in camera’
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presentations are all enhancing the
mason’s knowledge of the RA and
explaining why it is the ‘climax of
masonry’. There can be no doubt
that John brings exuberance to his
role as Inspector and an
enthusiasm which hopefully is
contagious!

Five things you didn't know about John Hubbard:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Sibelius is his favourite composer
Speedway fan – supports Lakeside Hammers
Played Badminton for University of Hull
Life member of Essex County Cricket Club
Always gives up Aubergines and Courgettes for Lent.

LAST CALL TO BE PART OF
SOMETHING (VERY) SPECIAL

I

f it were possible for any one Lord
Mayor’s Show to be more special than
any other, then the 800th year of its
existence must be it - hence the 'very' in
the title above! This is an exceptional
opportunity to show the public the
excellence and generosity of our unique
organisation and to raise awareness of
our continued help and support for
others, in particular, our £2 million
pledge to London’s Air Ambulance.
We are extending an invitation to
every London Freemason to play a part
in eight centuries of London’s history.
You’ll be parading along with the
nation’s vibrant mix of military bands
AUTUMN 2015

and colourful ﬂoats. Come and show
your pride in Freemasonry by joining
us in the Metropolitan Grand Lodge
entry in this auspicious event. A
landmark event in London’s calendar
since the Middle Ages, the unrivalled
pageantry of the Lord Mayor’s Show is
attended by half a million people each
year. Don’t read about history, be part of
it!
To celebrate Metropolitan Grand
Lodge & Grand Chapter's participation
in the Pageant, members of London’s
Executive and other senior members of
MetGL and MetGC will join the
marchers immediately afterwards to

enjoy a
white-table
Luncheon in
the
magniﬁcent Great Hall at St Bart’s
Hospital. In front of a roaring log ﬁre,
the Participants, Brethren, friends and
Family will enjoy a full three course
lunch and wine. This splendid lunch
will ﬁnish in time for people to head
down to the Thames to enjoy the
magniﬁcent ﬁreworks which will bring
the day to a splendid close.
For details of how to apply for the
privilege of a place email John Parry
lordmayorsshow2015@gmail.com
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SPORTS NEWS

LMBA IN LIMBO
AGAIN FOR THE AIR
AMBULANCE APPEAL
W. Bro Ian Keech, President of the LMBA
sends in the latest report on Metropolitan Bowls…

A

fter the successful launch last
year of LIMBO – the London
Inspired Masonic Bowls Occasion, as
a grand ﬁnale to both the outdoor
and indoor seasons, the LMBA has
chosen to support the Metropolitan
Air Ambulance Appeal as its
nominated Charity for this year .
LIMBO involves rinks from visiting
Provinces, competing for the LIMBO
Diamond Trophies [as pictured],
Green for the warm Summer Season
and Blue for the cold Winter season!
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The dates are Thursday 17th
September and Sunday 17th April
2016. Should any group of 4
Metropolitan Masonic bowlers [or 2
plus their lady bowlers] wish to take
part in either of these Fun Bowls
days, then full details are available
from ian.a.keech@btinternet.com;
01707659656; 07904525988. The
LMBA wants to encompass all
Metropolitan bowlers. So if you
would like LMBA to visit your club to
play bowls then please contact Ian

Keech as above.
If you have yet to discover the
delights and challenges of the game
of Bowls -- not just an Old Man’s
game by any means, but a very
healthy, not energetic and
exceedingly pleasurable pastime [just
ask the MGM who has played it!]
then LMBA would love to give you a
free trial and coaching to whet your
appetite. Again contact Ian Keech for
more information.
Happy Bowling!
ISSUE 22

GOLF SOCIETY
CHARITY DAY AT
ALDENHAM
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W. Bro John Massmann LGR brings arena
readers up to date on all matters Golf…

O

ver 60 golfers arrived in blazing
sunshine to be greeted by a
hearty breakfast roll and coffee and
the welcoming team from the Golf
Society. It was not very long before
the 17 groups of golfers were
entering the fray, being called to
action by the marshals engaged for
that purpose.
The day went faultlessly with the
two tee start working well and
everyone on the course in good
time. Everyone mentioned the
quality of the greens and some
excellent scoring was made.
In particular guest
winner KIRAN
PATEL
scoring
45
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points off his 17 handicap had a
scorching day, recording 8 pars and
1 birdie in the process with a huge
24 points on the back nine. Not far
behind was the Member winner
PETER GATTY, who came in with a
magniﬁcent 44 points off his 24
handicap, and Peter enjoyed 7 pars
on his journey around the course.
Runner-up for the members was
ERIC MOULD, who off his 14
handicap turned in 40 points with 6
pars and 4 birdies must have felt he
had done enough to take the top
prize, especially as he had dropped
just 3 shots on the outward journey!
The team prize went to the Guest
quartet of TIM MACANDREWS, LUI
HUI, HENRY HOBSON and TUSH
PATEL with 96 points from the ‘best
two scores from four’. The prize
went to them solely because they
spread their good holes equally
among them, and when one had a
bad hole the other three didn’t!
They racked up 7 six point
holes and 3 seven point
holes in the process.
TUSH PATEL was
also declared the winner
of the ‘Longest Drive’

hole with a blow that was measured
at 318 yards, and modestly stated
that he “got a lot of bounce on the
fairway” organiser JEREMY LINDOP
said after that the ball did well to
stay on the fairway for that length of
journey. Nearest the Pin went to
guest SHUSHI PATEL on the difﬁcult
14th green, and was one of very few
to get onto the short stuff in one
blow.
But the big winner on the day
will be the London Air Ambulance
appeal, as the day is hoped to realise
close to £3,000 raised by a rafﬂe,
auction (superbly hosted by Bob
Hancock), and Kirit Patel’s efforts on
the 17th Green in organising the ‘on
the green’ competition. A cheque
presentation is to be made early in
September to the RW Bro. Russell
Race’s appeal fund for that worthy
cause. Membership of the Golf
Society is open and lifetime
Membership is just a £10 fee and
can be obtained via the Porchway
site. The Society paid tribute to
INDU CHATRATH for his seven
years unstinting efforts in raising
funds for the Masonic charities, and
the praise was thoroughly deserved!
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S O W H Y S H O U L D I V I S I T. . .

NEPTUNE LODGE NO. 22?
W. Bro George Emsden, PM, of Neptune Lodge tells us:

W

ow, are you really that old? is a
common reaction from other
Masons at our lodge number. Founded as
an Antients or Atholl lodge in the old
Royal Navy victualing yards in Deptford,
our ofﬁcial founding date is 22nd August
1757, but at least two Initiations are
recorded before then. The cost of the
original warrant was: £2 2s 6d with
the ﬁrst Master, Lawrence Boyne,
being paid 11s 7d in expenses. More
surprising, is that our previous lodge
numbers were 64 and 13. Over the
years UGLE has renumbered lodges
when too many gaps appeared in the
register, but losing number 13 is quite a
story, leading possibly to rule 117 in the
Blue Book of Constitutions.
Like many lodges, Neptune used to
meet in series of taverns. Locations like:
The Redhouse Tavern, The Jolly Sailor &
The Royal Oak. Neptune was very
popular with sailors returning home who
wanted to join a lodge and get a
Grand Lodge Certiﬁcate –
possession of which meant that
they would at least get a decent
burial.
Life was less formal
then, with all three degrees
often being done in one
evening, alcohol was consumed
during meetings and one set of
minutes records Bro. xxx
expelled for “swearing in
lodge”. With meetings three or
four times a month, quite
typical for many lodges at that
time, Masters were elected
twice a year and the minutes
are often quite brief: “the
lodge was opened in due
form; the lodge was closed in
due form….” Installation
night was especially busy for
the Tyler, whose job was to
get the totally inebriated new
Master safely home.
After Initiation, sailors
would often then resign to
avoid further dues but they
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had their GL Certiﬁcate. Such was the
volume of candidates, that Grand Lodge
granted Neptune power to issue its own
GL Certiﬁcates - a very lucrative business.
Strangely, none of this money was
handed to Grand Lodge with the reason
becoming obvious later, when one Master
absconded with the lodge funds resulting
in Neptune being suspended. After some
months, this was sorted out, and
members subscribed ﬁfty guineas to
purchase a new warrant with Number 22
being the next one available. If you
haven’t guessed, Rule 117 states that a
dispensation is needed before the
landlord of a tavern where a lodge meets,
can serve as Master.
Neptune’s Ritual
We use “Stability” otherwise known as
Muggeridge working. At the time of the
founding of UGLE, there were two main
rituals: Stability & Emulation. But while
few masons have not heard of Emulation
working, few are aware of Stability Ritual
with now 20 lodges being members of the
Stability Ritual Association (SRA). The
latter holds an annual Combined Stability
Festival every May, rotating between
Norwich, Great Yarmouth & King’s Lynn
with a biennial Southern Stability Festival
in Brentwood in November.
The unique feature of Stability Ritual is
the First Degree Working Tools and
research by dedicated SRA members
suggest that there may be many former
Stability Muggeridge lodges out there.
The reason for the decline is that Stability
lodges were late in adopting ritual books.
Recently, four lodges in north Kent have
joined the SRA – all with a naval origin –
with four more which might join at some
point.
A small matter which occasionally
surprises visitors, is that Neptune does
not salute its own Grand Ofﬁcers.
Famous Members
Best known is Capt. Matthew Webb who
became a national & international hero
when he became the ﬁrst man to swim
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the English Channel, completing the
21 hr 45 min swim at 10.41am on
25th August 1875. Tides and currents
meant that the distance he swam was
over 39 miles. It says something for
the reputation of Neptune lodge at the
time that he joined later that year, but
appears to have taken little active
interest in masonry and never took
ofﬁce. Two Neptune members who
did take ofﬁce include two Grand
Secretaries: Sir Sidney A White (193757) and his successor Sir James Stubbs
(1958-68).
Something Old, something New,
nothing borrowed but lots of Blue
When lodge members pass on to the
Grand Lodge Above, widows are often
happy to donate their late-husband’s
regalia to the lodge in particular, or
sometimes they are just dropped off at
FMH. With over 250 years of history,
including eight boxes in the Library &
Museum of Freemasonry, Neptune
has quite a treasure chest. During
summer last year, the eight boxes of
minutes & signature books were

digitised and put onto 3 portable disc
drives with the total ﬁle size of 226
GB. Apart from the increased security,
an enquiry from Basketmakers’ Lodge
No. 5639 about Capt. Webb, had the
information from the lodge minutes
emailed back in three hours – saving
their secretary having to take a day off
work.
So why visit Neptune? Hopefully,
the main reason is to meet the
members, which stand around 50
currently with around half that
number at a typical meeting.
Membership has varied over the years
and, 15 years ago, Neptune merged
with fellow Stability Lodge de Grey &
Ripon No. 905.
Members’ talents include: a cricket
umpire, accomplished guitarist/
vocalist who does charitable work
with the Salvation Army, a masonic
historian and author, drivers who
deliver exotic popcorn and the usual
collection of trades and professions.
Members bring their own histories
too, where the most surprising recent
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historical gem was that the late
President Tito of communist
Yugoslavia was apparently a
freemason – an open secret there, but
hardly known outside.
While a London lodge, Neptune’s
members are quite widespread with
many living in the provinces
including North Wales. Meetings now
start at 4.30 pm at FMH so those with
trains to catch can do so more easily.
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MetDepGDC's Advice:
WINE TAKING AT THE FESTIVE BOARD
W Bro Jon Cooper SLGR writes...
“The practice by the Master of ‘taking wine’ at
dinner becomes detrimental to congenial
conversation unless kept to a minimum, and
should be confined to Brethren in their Masonic
status. The Board wishes to emphasise that
Masonry can be brought into disrepute unless
the Master ensures that after-proceedings are
conducted with decorum. Challenging and cross
toasting should not be permitted.”
(Extract from Report of Board of General Purposes,
adopted 6 June 1956)

A

s can be seen, the above
statement about wine-taking at
the Festive Board, taken from
“Information for the Guidance of
Members of the Craft”, is not
something new. Nearly sixty years
ago the Board adopted that policy.
This booklet along with the Book of
Constitutions and the lodge by-laws
is given to every candidate on his
Initiation – how many of us have
read it? How many of us have been
to Lodges where the practice of
numerous wine-takings still takes
place? Do you ﬁnd it “detrimental to
congenial conversation”? Perhaps
your lodge still does have a long list
and you or they didn’t know about
the statement above? And if your
lodge does have an extensive list of
wine-takings who’s on it? Apart from
the occasional ‘special’ e.g. a brother
receiving a 50th Certiﬁcate, then the
majority of the common winetakings
seem to duplicate those subsequently
receiving formal Toasts which
“should not be permitted”.
It can be completely understood
that the Master would want to take
wine with his Wardens; they are not
toasted, and they ‘rule’ along with
the Master, they are after all ‘his’
Wardens. The only other ‘taking
wine’ is with everyone, for which it
is polite for just the Master to stand.
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Different rules may apply if High
Rulers or Metropolitan Rulers are in
attendance, and they will usually
bring their own DC who will guide
the Master on that speciﬁc protocol.
Another point from the statement
above – “the Master ensures that
after-proceedings are conducted with
decorum.” Not the DC, not the IPM the Master. While the DC/IPM may
request the Master to gavel, it is the
Master who is in charge, and the
gavel should only be used by the
Master. The DC’s role, as in the
temple, is to ensure that everything
runs smoothly. During the Festive
Board he should announce with
conﬁdence at the appropriate times
after checking that the Master is
happy to gavel and he should have a
sound knowledge of the order of
proceedings.
As a rough guide:
Entry of the Master – “To order
Brethren to receive the Worshipful
Master”
Grace – “Pray silence for Grace by
the Chaplain”
First course
Wine takings – “The WM would be
pleased to take wine with …………”
Main course
Dessert
Coffee

Grace (Sung or spoken) – “Brethren,
Grace will be sung” or same as above
Formal Toast List
Tyler’s Toast
If the brethren are busy engaging
in congenial conversation, then at
each of the Master’s and Wardens
gavels you may need to announce
“Brethren, pray silence”, then let the
Master propose the Toasts. When
announcing the proposer of the Toast
to the Master, Initiate and Visitors
and the response to those Toasts it is
quite common in masonic circles to
hear “Brethren, I claim you attention
for …….. , who will propose the toast
to ……../who will respond.”
At Royal Arch festive boards
much the same format is followed,
with the addition of the questions
during which all companions not
involved should remain silent and
seated.
The First Principal will not
usually take wine with individual
ofﬁcers, and of course there are no
wardens, so with the exception of
taking wine with everyone, there
need not be any other wine takings.
As a last general point, it is a myth
that wine takings should always be
done in 3’s. After the last Toast we
can then get back to the “congenial
conversation”.
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