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FOREWORD

RW Bro Sir Michael Snyder,
Metropolitan Grand Master

W

elcome to this first edition of
arena for 2016, indeed, the first
edition that I have introduced!
Over the recent holiday break I
reflected on my time since my
Installation as Metropolitan Grand
Master and Metropolitan Grand
Superintendent in October 2015 - in
fact only seven or so weeks ago!
Those weeks have been a whirlwind
of activity and, frankly, somewhat of
an eye-opening experience, learning
more about the very full and vibrant
range of activities that the
"Metropolitan" area covers. I have
always been a "London" mason and
therefore knew some of it already, but
even I did not realise quite how busy
it is! That breadth of activity means
that arena can only skim the surface,
but I do ask you to continue to send
material to its editorial team, so we

EDITORIAL

can all share in its breadth of activity
and add to our "daily advancement".
As I said at my Installations, my
commitments in the City, business
and elsewhere will not allow me to
match the time commitment that my
predecessor RW Bro. Russell Race put
in, but I am firmly committed to
leading the challenge of making sure
that Freemasonry continues to
flourish and grow throughout London.
London owes a huge debt to Russell
for putting the building blocks of
Metropolitan in place. Assisting him
in that process was Deputy MetGM,
RW. Bro Michael Ward, whose
continuity of advice has been
invaluable as I settle into my new
role.
I feel privileged to be occupying this
role, particularly as we head towards
the Tercentenary celebrations, in

Dear arena Readers,
The first half of the season has been
exceptionally busy for Metropolitan Masons.
Our new Metropolitan Grand Master and
Metropolitan Grand Superintendent has been
installed and has already presided over the
London Grand Rank investiture, which was
open to non-masons for the first time. The
Kent Club have been across the border to
visit Rosslyn Chapel and the Connaught Club
hosted the first national ‘New and Young
Masons Conference’ with representation
across 32 provinces - very good for a first
event. There was also the Metropolitan
Ladies’ Night at The Grange Hotel which was
a great success and saw our Immediate Past
Metropolitan Grand Master as guest of
honour. You can read about all of this, along
with a number of fascinating Lodge and
Chapter events in the following pages.

which London will play an
appropriate part, but also as the new
management structure (described on
pages42-43 below) comes into being. I
look forward to sharing our
Tercentenary plans with you in the
near future.
You will all, like me, have benefitted
from close friendships and support
from the brethren and Companions of
your Lodges and Chapters and I very
much look forward to increasing mine
as I meet with you over the coming
years.
With my best wishes to you and
your families for 2016
Michael

It has been a busy time for me, getting to
know those who contribute to Arena and
without whom this magazine wouldn’t be
where it is now. In order to keep Arena up to
speed in this ever changing city we need
more contributions from individuals,
Chapters and Lodges who haven’t
contributed before. I look forward to reading
your submissions! There are a number of
vacancies in the Communications team, so if
you would like to help - do send a brief email
to d.robertsjones@metgl.com.
As we enter 2016 I hope all of you have
enjoyed the festive season, are suitably
refreshed and looking forward to renewing
friendships, continuing with your daily
advancement and contributing to Masonry in
London and beyond.
Rod Glyn-Thomas
Assistant Editor

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS OF NEWS OR OTHER ITEMS TO NEWS@METGL.COM
WINTER 2016
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A YOUNGER MASON SPEAKS...
Bro. Ross Crawley gives us his view on joining the craft

I

have enjoyed my first few months
in Freemasonry, and the timing of
being asked to write this article has
been fortuitous, as it has given me
the opportunity to reflect on why I
joined and whether or not it really
was the right choice for me. Without
any hesitation, I can say that it was!
When I recently turned 30, I had
begun to think more carefully about
what I had achieved and where my
life was taking me. I had a good
career in the City and I considered

4

myself a generally good person.
However, I realised that I had rarely
put those good principles into
practice and some areas of my life
felt a little too routine for my liking.
While I made the odd charitable
donation, I felt I did nothing of any
real significance to help others. I also
realised, as with most professional
people living in London, that I made
most of my new friends at work and
I missed being able to get to know
new people from differing
backgrounds.
During this period, I found out that
a friend of mine at work was a
Mason. We discussed whether
Freemasonry, and his Lodge in
particular, were right for me. A little
later, I was able to have lunch with
some of its other members and,
around eight months after, I found
myself being led into the superb
Innholders Hall for my initiation
into the Lodge of Paul’s Wharf No.
8731. I remember questioning at
the very beginning whether the
ceremony was real! Strange though it
may sound to some, it almost
seemed as though it wasn’t!
Everything was a little hazy and it
was hard to follow what was going on
around me. The first moment of
“reality” for me was when I heard
gavelling from different sides of me
followed by a loud SMIB. I realised I
was quite literally surrounded and
everything suddenly seemed to snap
into focus although for obvious
reasons, not in every way!
After such an unusual
experience, how long did it take
me to realise I had made the
right choice? Not long! My
initiation had taken
place during a
visit by W Bro
Robert Grant,
PSGD,
MetGInsp.
After the
ceremony
he told
me

that, regardless of rank, we were all
brothers. He hoped that I would
always feel I was treated in that way.
So far, I have been and that is
something that is important to me.
The brethren of my Lodge have
made me feel so welcome and have
treated me in the same as they treat
each other. It is obvious how much
effort they put into making my
ceremony and the festive board
afterwards a really great evening.
Everyone has supported me in any
way they can – whether that is
explaining what happens in the
Lodge room or coming with me to
the Metropolitan New Masons
evening. Within my Lodge, I have
already made some good friends and
been able to have some fascinating
conversations.
Away from my Lodge, I was
pleased to see there was a club for
young Masons – the Connaught
Club. I joined as soon as I could and
I have found everyone in the Club
just as supportive. It has meant I
have finally been able to put those
good principles into practice by
volunteering for the Club’s “Thames
to Change” charity rowing event that
will take place in March 2016. I have
also been able to start giving
something back by talking to
potential candidates at the monthly
social events about my experience
and it has been fantastic to visit
other Lodges to see some of their
Initiations.
I think the vastness of
Freemasonry can be a little
intimidating. People have already
spoken to me about Royal Arch and
various other orders, visiting other
Lodges, social events and a whole
array of other things. Having said
that, everyone has always made it
clear that I should go at my own
pace. I feel as though I can discover
so much, especially as I have already
found that I will always be supported
along the way. I can only hope that
in the years to come, I can give back
as much as I have already received.
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LONDON AIR AMBULANCE
APPEAL - PROGRESS REPORT
W. Bro David Neale, LGR, of the Metropolitan Communications team spoke to
Metropolitan Grand Charity Steward, W. Bro Tony Shields, PGStB, to get an update on
the progress of the London Air Ambulance £2 million pledge and reports as follows.

W

hilst London Masons reached
the magnificent milestone of
the £1 million pound half way mark
in November, there is still a long way
to go to reach our final goal. The
second air ambulance, call sign,
G-LNDN, is currently undergoing its
air worthiness checks and when that
is complete, the new livery will be
added which will feature.
If all goes according to plan, this
new helicopter will be in service in
late January 2016 and Porchway

News/arena intend to be there to
cover the formal handover of the
new helicopter. The Metropolitan
Masonic Charity's donation will
represent the most significant
contribution to the second helicopter
from a single organisation and will
be absolutely key in enabling
London’s Air Ambulance
to reach up to 400 further patients
via helicopter every year. In effect it
enables the advance trauma team to
take the hospital to the patient

whenever needed and wherever they
are.
W. Bro Tony added, "This is a
magnificent achievement on behalf of
our members and I thank most
sincerely all those Lodges and brethren
who made a contribution so far. But we
are not there yet, please help us achieve
our final £2 million target and make
London a safer place to live, work and
play!"

NEW LOOK FOR LONDON
MASONS WEBSITE
T

argeted as it is at non-masons, the
external-facing website of the
Metropolitan Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter
of London based at www.londonmasons.org is
unsurprisingly not often viewed by London
Freemasons. The website however recently
underwent a comprehensive redesign,
allowing both a refresh to the "look" of its
pages at the front end and an update to its
back end. The updated tablet and phonefriendly website will allow us to quickly and
easily change content ourselves, without
having to go through an external third party,
as was the case with the previous website.
Long term, this will make good cost savings
and also make the task of keeping the
site's information 'current' much easier
all round.
Have a look - it is hoped you like it!

WINTER 2016
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T H E M E N AT T H E T O P :

Sir Michael Snyder
On your behalf, W. Bro Stan Marut met with our new MetGM/MetGSupt
and added a new chapter to arena's most popular series …

A

lthough well known in the City
and Westminster, Sir Michael
Snyder is not so well-known to
London Freemasons. His
appointment as Metropolitan Grand
Master and Metropolitan Grand
Superintendent thus gave us a
perfect opportunity to provide a
biographical review for London
Masons at the earliest opportunity.
Those of us who were able to attend
both of the Installations on October
21st will have been impressed with
the grandeur which is afforded on
these relatively rare occasions.
London will be equally impressed
with Sir Michael’s qualifications and
prowess in the business and
professional world.
Michael lost his father at a very
early age when living in America.
His mother returned to the UK with
the youngster and settled in Leigh on
Sea, Essex where he attended a local
Prep school until aged eleven. He
then became a boarder at Brentwood
School whose illustrious alumni
included such names as Jack Straw,
Sir Hardy Amies, Douglas Adams (of
Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy fame),
Sir Robin Day and footballer Frank
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Sir Michael in 1976.

Lampard. At school Michael fenced
(sabre and foil) - Brentwood School
won the Public Schools fencing
championships for 18 years running.
University didn’t particularly
beckon to the young Michael and it
was really at the School’s Careers
evening that the notion of his being a
Chartered Accountant took hold.
Accountancy was the “centre of
business” as he saw it; an important
role in management structures and
decision making. Thus, after 'A'
Levels he served his "Articles" in
accountancy at Kingston Smith. In
those days most entrants to the
profession were non-graduates and
he completed a one year full time
course in the City of London College
as part of his articles, qualifying at
the age of 22. In 1973, a year after
gaining his qualification, he was
asked to look after the Hayes office
of Kingston Smith. What should have
been a three week posting became
three months and then lasted for
many years, with a commute from
Epping Forest and then east
Hertfordshire. In 1974, at the tender
age of 24 he was made a Partner in
the firm; with a portfolio of big-name

Sir Michael with the Assistant
Grand Master, Sir David Wooton.

clients which included Wheelers
Restaurants, Bayer and later Agfa
Gevaert, as well as many smaller and
medium sized business and personal
clients. At that time he was one of
five partners but within five years
had become Managing Partner.
Subsequently, after leading a period
of strong growth for the firm, he also
became Senior Partner in 1990. His
stewardship resulted in the firm
establishing itself as one of the top
twenty firms of Chartered
Accountants with seven offices and
500 people. In 1990, he also founded,
and is Chairman of Kingston Smith’s
International Association – KSi - now
with 175 offices worldwide.
It was also in 1974 that he married
his wife, Mary. Michael was living in
Buckhurst Hill at the time and Mary’s
father was Rector at the local
Anglican Church of Chigwell. Mary
had studied Zoology at London
University. They have two daughters:
Julia, a Doctor having studied
medicine at Southampton University,
and Susanna who after a year in
Swaziland working as a missionary,
gained a double first in History at
Emmanuel College, Cambridge.

Sir Michael with
Lady Snyder.

arena
Sir Michael with his 1934
Rolls Royce 20/25.

However, whilst unexpected, she
followed in her grandfather’s
footsteps and after an applied
theological degree, she was ordained
a priest in the Church of England.
Susie gained her PhD from
Birmingham University with a thesis
on “Asylum Seekers and the Church’s
response”. Both girls had attended
Queenswood Boarding School in
Hertfordshire and Michael recalls
with great pride the school’s
centenary concert in the Barbican
where Julia was the soloist in the
first movement of Mozart’s Piano
Concerto No 21 to great acclaim.
The family is very much musicoriented; Lady Mary is an
accomplished Church organist,
sings in a choir and has conducted
church choirs. Sir Michael is a
listener to music provided, he adds,
that it is not atonal!
In 1981 Sir Michael had become
involved in the City of London as a
Ward Club Secretary. Ward Club
membership would include City
business people and residents,
Liverymen, Freemen, as well as
others who look to promote the
Ward’s affairs and support the Elected
Members in their work for
the City. He had become a

Sir Michael at the
helm of Petrus.

Liveryman in the Worshipful
Company of Needlemakers in 1980
becoming its Master during their
350th Anniversary year.
Subsequently in 1990 he was also a
member of the Worshipful Company
of Tallow Chandlers, serving as
Master during its 550th Anniversary
year. But it was in 1986 that his City
career took off when he stood for
election as Common Councilman for
the Ward of Cordwainer which
comprises Cheapside, Bow Lane,
Watling Street, the new Bloomberg
Headquarters development, St Maryle-Bow Church and the Church of St
Mary Aldermary. He became a
member of the Corporation's Finance
Committee and eventually became
Chairman of Finance. Later he was
elected to the role of Chairman of
Policy and Resources for over five
years – effectively the leader of the
City of London Corporation.
He was involved in many City
initiatives which included,amongst
others: improvements inefficiency
and value for money; achieving a top
rating from Central Government;
founding three Academies (in
Southwark, Islington and Hackney);
and opening City offices in Brussels,
India and China. Perhaps the greatest

Sir Michael with the Mayor of London
Boris Johnson MP and Lord Adonis.

single achievement was getting the
support of the Government and the
“City” for the Crossrail Project which
would have a substantial impact on
public transport for decades to come.
Crossrail will connect Reading in the
west with Heathrow Airport, the
West End, and then the City before
splitting into two spurs at
Whitechapel with connectivity to
Shenfield, Essex and Abbey Wood in
South East London. The Crossrail
project is now well underway with a
projected completion date of 2019
with all stations open.
Sir Michael also co-chairs the
Government’s Professional and
Business Services Council which
advises Government on matters
affecting the largest economic and
industry sector in the UK – he says
that it employs the most people, has
the highest overseas earnings and
contributes the greatest proportion of
GDP.
He was knighted in 2008 for
services to business and to the City of
London, which echoed an earlier
public honour in 1998 when he was
awarded the Order of Merit, Grand
Cross, of the Federal Republic of
Germany. This places him alongside
members of the Dutch, Belgian and

Sir Michael and
Lady Snyder
with their
grandson.

7

Danish Royal families not to
mention our own Queen
Elizabeth, who have also been
recipients of such honours. An
honorary Doctor of Science was
bestowed by the City University
in 2001. He also has a longstanding commitment to
education, having been or still
active as a Chairman/
Governor/Trustee of several
schools and a University.
In addition to music, he enjoys
gardening at his home in
Hampshire near Winchester. He
likes to visit his house in South
West France when he is able to
find room in his busy schedule, as
well as relaxing on his narrowboat
on the inland waterways of
England. Sir Michael, now having
been appointed Metropolitan
Grand Master and Metropolitan
Grand Superintendent, would
want London Masons to know
that he believes in a style of
masonry that will any allow any
mason to aspire to any office
whilst working full time in a busy
career and having a full family

ADVERTISEMENT

life. Clearly some members will
wish to spend more time within
masonry and that is also to be
welcomed.
It is of course up to individual
lodges to find a style that suits
them but speaking for himself,
meetings should start late enough
to not interfere with the working
day and dinner might very well
finish by nine o’clock in order to
allow members to travel home in
good time or stay for another
drink or two should they so
desire! He believes it is important
to slightly evolve our masonry to
encourage newer members and to
ensure that we help these
members to develop as masons
and thus gain confidence and
personal skills which will be
useful in their business and social
lives.
There is no doubt that the
attributes that Sir Michael brings
to masonry are many. arena
looks forward to reporting the
onward progress of London
Freemasonry under his
leadership.

Five things you didn't know
about Sir Michael Snyder:

1) Keen wine lover with wines from
around the world but with a
French ‘emphasis’ kept in his
cellar at home.

2) Has a Narrow Boat “Petrus”
moored at Oxford on the River
Thames.

3) Tripped over in the Annual
Pancake Race in the City as
Master representing The
Worshipful Company of Tallow
Chandlers.

4) Loves walking his two Springer
Spaniels on the South Downs in
the morning when at home.

5) Owns a 1934 Rolls Royce 20/25.

arena
THE FAMILY
FESTIVE CONCERT
Bro Phil Elder tells us about a fabulous evening’s
entertainment at the Family Festive Concert

O

nce all of the families and their
children had gone into the
Grand Temple and done the usual
double take at the surroundings, the
concert started with compère W. Bro
Stratton Richey, PJGD, MetGInsp,
who took the evening off to a flying
start by asking us to join a stirring
rendition of ‘Jerusalem’. This was
followed by a change of tempo and
volume when St. Anne’s Camerata,
conducted by John Traill, performed
a selection of pieces from the works
of Grieg and Thomas Hyde receiving
well deserved applause.
Following ‘O Come All Ye Faithful’
we listened to the Oxfordshire Count
Youth Brass Ensemble who played
appropriately seasonal pieces by

WINTER 2016

Prokofiev, Sibelius and Leroy
Anderson and likewise received well
deserved applause. We then had the
excellent Oxfordshire County Youth
Choir accompanied by the Camerata
featuring the works of Leontovich,
Tavener and Chilcott.
Another change of pace as we
were on our feet again for ‘The
Twelve Days of Christmas’ followed
by The Ebony Steel Band who
played a mixture of traditional
Trinidadian music interlaced with
the not so traditional including ‘Hey
Jude’. The final carol of the evening
was ‘Hark The Herald’ followed by
the magnificent Celtic Pipes &
Drums who entered to the sound of
a fanfare trumpet and were dressed

in full Highland regalia. The
evening wasn’t quite over for the
younger members of the audience
however, as Santa had managed to
find a gap in his very busy festive
schedule and had brought a present
for each!
A fabulous evening’s
entertainment with something for
everyone. I’d like to take the
opportunity to offer a big thank you
to Karen Haigh at Freemasons’ Hall,
W. Bro David Swain at Met Grand
Lodge and W. Bro Keith R. Mitchell,
his organising team and a host of
volunteers for putting on such a
splendid show.
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CONNAUGHT CLUB UPDATE

Bro Mitchell Merrick-Thirlway, Chairman, The Connaught Club, reports
on the recent conference for young and new masons

O

which events have worked well for No. 902 is made up of past and
n Saturday, 24th October
their respective clubs; to feature
present members of the Club. As
2015, at Freemasons’ Hall,
best practice and impart eventmembership of the Club is
London's Connaught Club hosted
restricted to Brethren under the
organising tips!
the inaugural New and Young
Six clubs - The Connaught Club;
age of 35, the Lodge was formed as
Masons’ Clubs Conference
Southampton Light Blues Club;
a means for Club brethren to
(NYMCC).
continue
their association once
Club (Sussex);
Colonnade
Founded
in 2007 by
Past
W.
Bro Lewis
Clement
and Holywell
Bro. Orestes
Adamou
report
on what
they’re over the hill! Membership
Metropolitan Grand Master, RW.
Club (South Wales);
The
Connaught Club has been
up to in this quarter: of the Lodge is open to any past or
Buckinghamshire Northeast
Bro Russell Race, the Connaught
present member of the Club, no
Corner Club and the Adair Club
Club's purpose is to give young
(Somerset) - each delivered short
matter what age; however, all of
Freemasons in London a means to
the Officers in the Lodge are
presentations. With so many great
meet and socialise with likecurrent members of the Club
tips and ideas being shared, the
minded people of similar ages,
(under 35).
conference was a huge success in
who might otherwise be dispersed
The Lodge held its Installation
inspiring the brethren
over London’s many Lodges and
meeting in the wonderful Temple
representing provinces which
large geographic area. In the eight
years since the Club was formed, it currently don’t possess such a club 10 and performed a splendid
exhibition of ritual work. There
to form one.
has grown to over 300 subscribing
was, however, a small issue when
The last club to deliver its
members (membership is £25 per
an attempt was made to hold a
presentation, The Adair Club,
annum) and arranges around
announced it would be hosting the ballot for eight joining members –
twenty events per year.
2016 New and Young Masons’
the ballot box and balls couldn’t be
Many other young Mason and
found! Despite this setback, not
‘light blue’ clubs have been formed Clubs Conference on Saturday,
only was a successful ballot finally
throughout the UK and other parts 1st October 2016 in Bath – details
held, using an alms bag and XXX
of the world – South Africa boasts
to book tickets will be announced
Extra Strong Mints, but also, a
three Connaught Clubs! The
soon.
possible new "Trebor" Working was
Conference, which was attended
After the Conference, the
created! After that there was a
by over 120 Brethren from across
Brethren in attendance were
very enjoyable festive board and
the country, representing 32
invited to join The Connaught
all the attendees are looking
Club for its Lodge meeting later
Provinces, was organised to bring
forward to next year’s conference.
that afternoon. Burgoyne Lodge
together such clubs to explain

10

For information on the Connaught Club, Burgoyne Lodge,
or the NYMCC, visit www.connaughtclub.org
ISSUE 22
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Bro. Michael Charlton, along with
fellow intrepid explorers of the
Connaught club travelled to Ireland
to see the Grand Master’s Lodge and
to appreciate the delights of Dublin

T

he Brethren of the Connaught Club
recently travelled to Dublin, Ireland, for a
weekend to visit the Grand Master’s Lodge and
take in the sights of this wonderful city.
Before the lodge meeting, we were given an
excellent and informative tour of Freemasons’
Hall. All of the brethren were impressed by the
architecture throughout the building, and in
particular the Egyptian-influenced Chapter
room, complete with its own trap door.
The first degree working took place in the
Prince Masons (Rose Croix) room which was
decorated with the coat of arms and banners of
many Masons past. It should be noted that
Grand Master’s Lodge is one of the oldest
lodges in the Irish Constitution; the lodge
celebrated its 250th anniversary in 1999. As a
result, the lodge has many of its own unique
traditions, rights and privileges which were on
show throughout the evening.
A volunteer from the Connaught Club was
the evening's candidate, and the ceremony was
performed to a very high standard indeed,
particularly so in light of the sartorial display of
our very own candidate...! The ritual provided
an informative insight into the differences
between English Freemasonry and that
practiced in Ireland. An excellent Festive Board
was enjoyed by all the brethren, where our
Chairman Bro. Mitch Merrick-Thirlway
delivered an address, on behalf of the
Connaught Club, thanking the officers and
brethren of Grand Master’s Lodge for an
excellent ceremony. Following the Festive
Board the festivities continued late into the
evening.
The following day, a packed schedule
involved seeing the Book of Kells and the Old
Library of Trinity College, as well as the
requisite visits to the Jameson Distillery and
Guinness Storehouse, along with the equally
requisite tastings of the products offered by
those establishments. Our time was rounded off
with an excellent night out in Dublin, taking in
several traditional Irish bars.
An excellent weekend was had by all and
locations for the next club trip are currently
being considered - Scandinavia, anyone?

WINTER 2016
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NEW BANNER DEDICATION AT 9812
W. Bro Matt
T
Gibbs, AGPurs,
WM, writes on
the recent
celebrations at
9812

he Metropolitan Grand Stewards
Lodge 9812 celebrated its tenth
anniversary meeting in the Grand Temple
on Tuesday 1st December 2015. This also
formed a very fitting occasion to dedicate
the new Lodge Banner.
The Metropolitan Grand Master RW Bro.
Sir Michael Snyder was the dedicating
officer, supported by a retinue of senior

officers from Metropolitan Grand Lodge.
W. Bro Tim L’Strange, DepGChap,
delivered an informative and enlightening
oration expounding upon the delights of
the lodge number and its significance in
modern and past history.
This excellent ceremony was a fitting
way to acknowledge our tenth
anniversary and indeed, a great occasion!

ADVERTISEMENT

E V ENT S A T TH E BULL H OTEL
Beautiful gardens, light-filled traditional event suites,
tailored Masonic event packages, and an experienced
team ready to exceed your expectations.
At the Bull Hotel we know how to
create the perfect event for you.

BULL HOTEL Oxford Road, Gerrards Cross, Buckinghamshire SL9 7PA t 01753 307954 e bull@sarova.com w sarova.com
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ST. LUKE’S LODGE
CELEBRATES ITS
250 YEAR HISTORY IN
THE GRAND TEMPLE

arena

Bro Noël Haynes attended this great and
solemn occasion on behalf of arena readers

O

n Tuesday May 5th, 2015 two hundred and
fifty years of one lodge’s tradition were
celebrated at Freemasons' Hall. St. Luke’s Lodge
No. 144, which boasts the largest lodge ‘family tree’
in English Masonry, enthralled masons from across
the United Kingdom and abroad with a grand
spectacle. Once delegations of senior brethren had
processed in, everyone welcomed the Metropolitan
Grand Master, RW Bro. Russell Race at one of his
final meetings as Metropolitan Grand Master before
his promotion to Second Grand Principal.
Since St. Luke’s lodge was constituted in 1765 it
has created a family of lodges over the span of
fourteen generations. This has spread to Nigeria,
Ghana, and Sierra Leone and has connections in
Norway, Canada, Australia and the United States of
America. For example in 2009, twelve brethren
from Carl til den norske Løve (Lodge), which meets
in Bergen, Norway, attended a meeting of St.
Luke’s Lodge. In 2011 St. Luke’s Lodge and Carl til
den norske Løve signed Certificates of Twinning,
solidifying the co-operation. The bond created in
2009 remains very strong today and over a hundred
brethren from Norway attended this celebration
meeting, including the Grand Master of Norway.
The minutes of its first meeting dated July 24th,
1765 were read in open lodge. In that year the
lodge met in The Flask Tavern pub located in
Chelsea. Before each meeting the brethren chalked
the lodge pattern “Parellopipedon” on the floor of
the pub to create their lodge temple. An
explanation and dramatisation of the floor
markings, utilised in 1765, for the lodge’s first
initiate was performed; representatives from eight
daughter lodges helped in the demonstration of the
ceremony. An explanation of the 1st Degree
Tracing Sheet (circa 1790) was presented by
members of Carl til den norske Løve to the
brethren.
The lodge was honoured with a letter of
congratulations from the Metropolitan Grand Lodge
presented by RW Russell Race. After dinner in the
Grand Connaught Rooms, the brethren were
entertained by a number of speeches which further
heightened the enjoyment of the evening.
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WEST HAM ABBEY LODGE
CHARITY GOLF DAY
W. Bro Glen McDonald, SLGR, reports on a successful
charity golf day for West Ham Abbey Lodge

F

riday 12th June 2015 was a
memorable day for West Ham
Abbey Lodge No. 2291 as it held its
second charity golf day. It had a lot
to live up to following the success of
last year’s event, when the brethren
raised £3,000 for charity. This latest
incarnation was again held at The
Burstead Golf Club, Burstead, Essex.
The standard of golf played was

somewhat variable - some good,
some bad and some very indifferent,
but the sun shone and the occasion
was enjoyed by all! Following the
golf, lunch was served whilst the
raffle and auction prizes were
displayed.
The trophies for 1st, 2nd,
individual player, winning team,
nearest the pin, and longest drive,
were donated by W. Bro Joe Hood,
LGR, with additional prizes donated
by W. Bro Bill Bones and Bro.
McDonald. Following the
presentation of the prizes there was
a raffle and then an auction of
signed football shirts from Pele,
Maradona, Cristiano Ronaldo, and
Lionel Messi. The cost for the day
was set at £55 per person and was
well attended by a large group of

golfers, masons and non-masons
alike. Also in attendance were W.
Bro Daniel Field as the photographer
for the day, and Metropolitan
Inspector W. Bro Robert Grant,
whose team won the team prize.
On behalf of the day's indefatigable
organiser, Bro McDonald, the
Worshipful Master, W.Bro Ron Hood,
and the members, the West Ham
Abbey Lodge No. 2291 is delighted to
report that the day raised £10,000 for
the London Air Ambulance appeal.
Plans for next year's event which
will be held on or about 19th June
2016 are already being laid by Bro.
McDonald. Proceeds from the event
will be going to the latest MMC
appeal. For more details or to book a
place, please contact Bro. McDonald
at gdm@mcdonaldbrownltd.co.uk.

QUEENSMAN LODGE
REMEMBERS
W. Bro David Neale, LGR, reports on
the background and recent activity of
Queensman Lodge 2694

W

ith the recent Armistice Day
commemorations still fresh,
W.Bro. Jim Franklin, PPGSwdB (West
Kent) and W. Bro George Young,
SLGR, PPGSwdB (Essex), respectively
Secretary and Treasurer of the
Queensman Lodge No, 2694, laid a
poppy wreath under the book of
remembrance in the shrine at
Freemason’s Hall, to remember the
fallen from the Queens Regiment.
As a Regimental Lodge affiliated to
the Queen's Regiment, the
Queensman Lodge provides a
Masonic home for Queensmen who
wish to rekindle old regimental
friendships and make a valid
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contribution to the community.
"Formed" in 2011, the Lodge is one of
London's fastest growing Lodges,
membership having quickly grown to
87 members with twenty waiting in
the wings to join. At the December
meeting the Lodge worked a
quadruple initiation ceremony.
Bro. Jim said, “On formulating plans
for a Lodge made up of past and
present Queensmen, many requests
to join came from Brethren who had
served in the four Regiments which
make up The Queen’s Regiment.
Grand Lodge then suggested we might
like to take on the warrant for the
Justinian Lodge, an old and

distinguished Lodge that was suffering
from a declining membership. As a
result, thirty Queensmen became
members of the Lodge and the Lodge
was renamed The Queensman Lodge
and has since gone from strength to
strength. Now former servicemen
wanting to meet old friends with
whom they served and enjoy good
company with past comrades”.
Any former servicemen of the
Queen’s Regiment who would like
further information about the lodge or
wishing to visit should contact the
Secretary Bro Jim Franklin at
j.franklin@virgin.net.
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CITY LIVERY LODGE
CENTENARY MEETING
Amongst the season's most noteworthy and polished events,
City Livery Lodge No. 3752 celebrated its Centenary at the old
Charterhouse, their regular City-based home. Lodge Secretary,
W. Bro Bruce Rochester, PPrGReg (East Kent), describes the event…

H

aving been planning this
centenary celebration of the
City Livery Lodge for some time, the
Lodge was keen to make the event as
special as possible. Consequently, a
dispensation was obtained from
Metropolitan Grand Lodge to hold an
Emergency Meeting on 23rd
September 2015 - this being the exact
day that the Lodge was consecrated
one hundred years ago.
Presided over by VW Bro. Chris
Caine, PGSwdB, the centennial year
Worshipful Master, the Lodge
received a Metropolitan delegation
led by RW Bro. Russell J Race, DL,
Metropolitan Grand Master, escorted
by W. Bro Dr. D Staples PAGDC,
MetDepGDC. The MetGM was
accompanied by W. Bro Canon D
Reindorp, DL, PAGChap, MetGChap;
W. Bro Capt. D Swain, RN, PAGSwdB,
MetGSec; W Bro A Bates,, MetGStwd
SLGR and W Bro G Paul-Florence
MetGStwd, SLGR. The Lodge was
also pleased to enjoy the company of
visiting Sister City Livery Lodge
Masters and over fifty guests.
W. Bro Michael Wilkey, LGR
presented a fascinating and very well
researched history of the Lodge
which was most informative. He also
referred to the more detailed lodge
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history booklet, a copy of which was
presented to all at the Festive Board,
together with an engraved hand cut
lead crystal whisky glass. The
Worshipful Master thanked Bro
Wilkey for his efforts in producing
the booklet and giving the talk.
Following this, the Brethren were
called to order and the Metropolitan
Grand Secretary read the Centenary
Warrant. He then handed the
Centenary Warrant to the MetGM
who presented it (on behalf of the
Grand Master) to the Worshipful
Master with his congratulations,
saying he hoped the Lodge will
continue to flourish for another 100
years. He also jokingly referred to
the Lodge’s track record in losing
warrants and a banner and light
heartedly suggested that more care
should be taken of this one!
The MetGChap then gave a most
amusing and eloquent oration,
which was very well received by the
Brethren. He said that the Lodge was
most welcoming and set in superb
surroundings and then touched upon
many things including his earlier
career in the Church, masonry in
general and in particular this Lodge
and its history and traditions. He
singled out friendship and other

things that make masonry relevant
and rewarding in the wider world.
Also, during the evening, the
Worshipful Master presented a
cheque in the sum of £10,000 to VW
Bro. J Newman, President of the
RMBI, as a donation from the Lodge.
During the champagne reception
before dinner, the brethren were
given a fascinating insight by one of
the Charterhouse ‘Brothers’ into the
history of the Charterhouse itself,
which enhanced the enjoyment of
the evening and was greatly
appreciated by the guests.
Subsequently the brethren and
guests dined superbly and spent a
very happy evening at the festive
board with that warm and cordial
fellowship which at all times
characterises Freemasonry at its best
and which looked happily toward the
second century of the Lodge!
Interested brethren who are City
Liverymen and whose Livery
Company does not have a Lodge of
its own are very welcome to contact
the Lodge Secretary, Bro Rochester,
at CLL3752@dbrassociates.co.uk.
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GASTVRIJHEID
LODGE CENTENARY
CELEBRATIONS
W. Bro Peter Nye recounts the fascinating history and the extended
celebrations of Gastvrijheid Lodge 3970' s centennial meeting.

A

s you’ll have read previously in
arena 17, Gastvrijheid Lodge’s
origins stem back to 1914 when the
1st Royal Naval Brigade was
dispatched to Antwerp and
subsequently interned. In March
1915 a group of Freemasons came
together to discuss the formation of a
Lodge. The consecration took place
on 22nd May 1915 and was
performed in English but in
accordance with Dutch ritual.
Commodore Wilfred Henderson was
the first WM and the ceremony was
attended by several high ranking
Dutch Officers. The Lodge was
named “Gastvrijheid”, meaning
“Hospitality” in Dutch. After the war
Gastvrijheid Lodge was transferred to
the English Constitution by special
Charter. The Dedication Ceremony
was performed by the Pro Grand
Master, Lord Ampthill on 31st May
1919.
So a hundred years later it
celebrated its centenary by linking
up with its sister lodges and
returning to Groningen in Holland.
L’Union Provinciale (the Dutch
Mother Lodge of Gastvrijheid)
treated the visiting Brethren to a
most memorable weekend of events.
On Friday 22nd May there was a
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welcome reception and luncheon in
the Lodge building, followed by
another reception at City Hall hosted
by the Mayor of Groningen, who
delivered a heartfelt speech on
behalf of the people of Groningen.
In the evening the Brethren attended
a Centenary Ritual held in the
Martinkerk (Martin’s Church), the
oldest church in Groningen. The
ceremony told the story of how the
1500 servicemen came to be interned
in Groningen. This entire Centenary
Ritual was conceived, written,
produced and delivered by our Dutch
Brethren and translated into English
especially for the occasion.
Gastvrijheid Lodge presented a
Lodge Centenary Jewel to the
Worshipful Master of L’Union
Provinciale to be worn by him as
current Master and then passed
down to succeeding Masters into
perpetuity. These events were
attended by several high ranking
Masons from Holland including MW
Bro. Willem Meijer, Grand Master of
the Grand Orient of the Netherlands.
On return to England Gastvrijheid
had a centenary meeting in
Freemasons Hall on Friday
September 11th 2015 attended by
both MW Bro. Meijer and RW Bro.

Russell Race, MetGM (as was).
During the course of the meeting W.
Bro Terry Aldridge delivered a short
history of the Lodge and W. Bro Peter
Nye recited a poem called ‘Ard Luck’,
which was written by an unknown
internee of the camp. W. Bro Ron
Mumford, PAGDC, representing the
Metropolitan Grand Secretary, then
presented the Lodge with its
Centenary Warrant. Bro Race, then
officially presented the WM with a
Lodge Centenary Jewel, signalling
each member of the Lodge to
proudly display theirs on their breast
pocket. Bro Meijer then spoke on
behalf of the thirteen Dutch Brethren
that had journeyed from Holland to
be at the meeting.
All then retired to join their ladies
for a drinks reception which was
followed by a White Table Festive
Board. A Lodge Centenary booklet
written by Bro Nye and a set of
specially commissioned Gastvrijheid
Lodge Centenary cufflinks were
presented to those present who all
had a wonderful evening.
All brethren with ties to the Royal
Navy or Dutch Masonry (or both)
should make it a priority to visit
Gastvrijheid-and will be most
welcome.
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CENTENARY
CELEBRATIONS AT 3743
Metropolitan Grand Deacon W. Bro Michael Todd, LGR,
reports from the Charterhouse on the Centenary of one
of the oldest City Livery lodges

O

n the 13th October 2015, a
hundred brethren and guests of
St Catherine’s Lodge No 3743 (the
Lodge associated with the Turners
Livery Company) assembled at the
Charterhouse for our Centenary
celebration and Installation meeting.
Once the Lodge had been opened
the MetDepGDC, W. Bro Jon Cooper,
SLGR entered the Lodge. It was
fitting that Bro Jon was the Escorting
Officer that night as he is a Past
Master of Lodge of Unity No 69
which is our ‘Grandmother’ Lodge.
Bro Jon then escorted the then
Metropolitan Grand Master, RW Bro.
Russell Race into the Lodge. For
both the Lodge and Bro Race this was
a poignant moment, as it was his last
official duty in London before his
promotion to Second Grand
Principal.
The current Master of Pellipar (our
Mother Lodge) assumed the Chair of
Junior Warden and the Master of
Cutlers (the only other older Livery
Lodge) the Senior Warden’s. Our new
master W. Bro Alex Howard was then
Installed into the Chair of King
Solomon for the first time by his
predecessor W. Bro John Westlake.
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The new Master then installed his
officers in faultless fashion.
Bro Alex Howard spoke about the
London Air Ambulance and London
Charity, with some interesting
personal reflections. He then asked
Bro. Race to receive a cheque for
£20,000! A visibly moved
Metropolitan Grand Master thanked
the Lodge and all its members.
The Lodge history “One Hundred
Not Out” which had been written by
W Bro George Keiffer was presented
to all and he gave a short but witty
précis of his book. After this the
Centenary Warrant was presented,
the centenary jewels displayed and
the Metropolitan Grand Chaplain
delivered one of his
humorous and engaging
orations. The Lodge was
then closed and all
repaired to the Great Hall
of the Charterhouse.
After everyone had
quaffed a suitable amount
of champagne the brethren
were seated for the Festive
Board. The meal was
excellent and the toasts
were then proposed and in

particular the toast to the
Metropolitan Grand Master was
exceptionally popular. Bro Alex
pointed out all Russell had delivered
during his tenure including
spearheading the Cyberknife and
London Air Ambulance Appeals.
When the toast was proposed, Bro.
Race was heartily cheered and
congratulated. He then responded to
the toast in his usual entertaining
manner. Many of those present felt
that it was fitting that his last official
visit was at a Livery Lodge, in the
heart of the City of London itself.
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TRIPLE INITIATION
AT A "TRIPLE" LODGE
On Friday 20th November at Freemasons Hall, the Builders of
the Silent Cities Lodge No. 4948 met to perform a triple Initiation.
W.Bro R G Tuthill, SLGR, describes the meeting and gives some
of the historical background to this fascinating lodge…

I

n October, 1917 a Royal Charter for
the Imperial War Graves
Commission was approved by the
Imperial War Conference, the War
having exacted such a terrible toll that
for the first time ever, a permanent
organisation for the care of their
graves was needed. The graves which
were to be in its care were those of
many nations and religions and to be
free from both religious and political
partiality. The obvious Masonic
character fundamental to the work
was recognised and led, almost
inevitably, to the foundation of a
Lodge. In fact three such lodges were
consecrated, in each of France,
England and Belgium; all with the
same name, the Builders of the Silent
Cities, but with different numbers.
First the French Lodge was
consecrated at St. Omer on
7th January 1922 in both the French
and English rites, as Lodge No.12 in
the constitution of what is now
known as La Grande Lodge National
Français. It was in 1929 that, owing to
the formation of a new Commission
Headquarters at Arras, the Lodge was
moved to its present home in Lille,
France. Among the founder members
of No.12 was Brother Rudyard
Kipling, and it was he who gave the
Lodge its name. An inspired and
moving choice, summing up,
reverently and with beautiful
18

simplicity the awe inspiring task of
the brethren working for the
Commission. The War Graves
themselves are now referred to as
“the Silent Cities”.
Next, the necessity for a London
based Lodge resulted from the
Commission opening new
headquarters there in 1925. Sir
Herbert Ellisen, CBE became the first
Master. Finally, the Lodge in
Belgium,, Builders of the Silent Cities
No. 55 was consecrated two years ago
and meets in Ploegsteert, two
kilometres from the French border,
on the site of one of the First World
War battlefields.
Considering the history of the
London based Builders of the Silent
Cities Lodge No. 4948 and its two
sister lodges, the backgrounds of our
three initiates were particularly apt.
Robert Payne works as a stonemason
and Tidiane Doucore and Pierre
Vannineuse both have great
knowledge of French/English
History.
The ceremony, by dispensation,
allowed the lodge to perform three
Initiations on the same night and was
performed in two stages. The first
Candidate Robert Payne was initiated
by W.Bro Robbie McKinven, LGR,
who is not only a Past Master of the
London Lodge, but also a Past Master
of the Builders of the Silent Cities

Lodge No.12, France. The remaining
two Candidates were initiated
together by W.Bro John Winter,
PAGPurs (Assistant Metropolitan
Grand Almoner) who interestingly
was initiated alongside W. Bro Robbie
McKinven in 1981. The two
candidates Tidiane and Pierre were
treated to the Charge to the Initiates
performed by W.Bro Bertrand Dubar
who is a member of all three of the
‘Builders of the Silent Cities’ lodges.
W.Bro Alan Levine, representing the
recruitment team presented each
candidate with the Initiate’s Guide
and gave them a brief introductory
talk on Masonry.
At the end of the meeting the
Lodge, always stand to order for those
who lost their lives in the Great War
and rest in the war graves. The Lodge
also stood in memory of those who
lost their lives in the terrible recent
events in Paris. The Festive Board
was at the Imperial Hotel where, as is
the custom of the Lodge, La
Marseillaise was sung, but with more
gusto than usual. A fine evening was
had by all.
The photo by Bob Tuthill shows the
Builders of the Silent Cities Lodge No.
4948 with the three Initiates and has
representatives of all three Builders of
the Silent Cities Lodges in attendance.
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LGR CELEBRATIONS - 2015
Bro Alain Gherson describes a day to remember
for many London Masons

T

he receiving of London Grand
Rank is a landmark for any
London Mason and the occasion is
rightly worthy of significant
celebration. As in previous years,
this years’ Investiture, held in the
Grand Temple and comprising a
morning and afternoon session with
a midday luncheon in The New
Connaught Rooms, did not
disappoint. The Grand Temple was
packed with the deserving recipients
and for the first time also, their
families, friends and of course other
Brethren, all of whom were
enthusiastic in their applause.
The ceremony was performed by
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RW. Bro Sir Michael Snyder, the new
Metropolitan Grand Master,
undertaking his first major
engagement subsequent to his
Investiture. Sir Michael made the
customary welcome and said that
Metropolitan Grand Lodge was
delighted to welcome Sir David
Wootton, the Assistant Grand Master,
with his delegation. The Grand
Temple was also privileged and
delighted to see three
representatives of the London Air
Ambulance crews each of whom
gave a short talk about their work
and the vital role that the money
from the Metropolitan Masonic

Charity London Air Ambulance
Appeal played in supporting their
aims. Sir Michael said that London
had raised a magnificent £750,000 in
the last eight months, a sum well
ahead of target, and presented in the
afternoon session a cheque for that
amount. This brought the total
raised to £1 million - the half way
mark!
A great day for London Masonry
and very many congratulations
again to the worthy recipients of the
very prestigious London Grand
Rank.
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What are the additional
orders all about then?
arena’s W. Bro Chris Starnes brings his series on
the 'other orders' in Freemasonry to a close with
this, the second half of a two-part article …
Masonic Order of Athelstan
The Masonic Order of Athelstan
portrays the story of a Master Mason
being called to York in 926 AD to
receive the Ancient Charges from
the King. The Order, in England and
Wales, is structured so that its
Provinces, wherever possible, reflect
and represent the original Kingdoms
and Gilds (original spelling of
Guilds) as they were set up by King
Athelstan during his reign as, "The
First King of all the English".
The aim of the Masonic Order of
Athelstan is to encourage and
prompt its members into further
study and research. Each candidate
is carefully chosen due to their
interest in Masonic history and is
‘instructed’ into the Order. The
degrees worked are:
• Court Master Mason, for which
the regalia is a fourteen inch
square apron edged in crimson
and bears the emblem of the
crown of Athelstan. The
ceremony involves a
retrospective history of how
Athelstan, the grandson of
Alfred the Great, distinguished
himself.
• Eminent Prior, in which the
candidate is instructed in the
mysteries of the veils of a Grand
Master of the Holy Royal Arch.
• Worshipful Master, the
installation ceremony.
• Order of the Knights of the
Scarlet Mantle, which consists of
honorifics bestowed by the
Grand Master.
Membership is strictly invitational
and members are expected to take a
wide and committed interest in all
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aspects of freemasonry. There are
therefore mandatory requirements
for each member to have current,
active and ongoing membership of
both Craft and Royal Arch Chapter
Masonry. The head of the Order is
Grand Master Most Worshipful
Brother Paul Weldon Johnston.
Further information on the Order
may be obtained from their website:
www.athelstan.org.uk
Order of Eri
This Order is said to be derived
from a very ancient Order in Ireland.
While it is generally accepted that
Bro John Yarker (1833—1913) was at
one time head of the ‘English
Revived Order of the Red Branch of
Eri’, certain records of the Order
relate that Bro F. G. Irwin, while
Worshipful Master of the Inhabitants
Lodge No 178 at Gibraltar in 1858,
received the Order at the hands of
the Captain of an American trading
vessel. To whom it had been
transmitted from father to son,
dating back to 1757, when his Irish
forbear emigrated to New York while
a District Grand Master of the Order.
Admission to this order is strictly
by invitation only and is restricted to
members of the Societas
Rosicruciana in Anglia who have
attained the fifth grade or above. The
Order is governed by a Most
Enlightened Grand Master,
supported by eight Knights Grand
Cross and also a retinue of hierarchy
designated Ard Officers who
constitute the Grand Mur-Ollamham.
The regalia of the order is a sash of
light blue and white with gold tassels
at each end, this is worn by those

completing the Man-at-arms degree.
On completing the next degree a
third band of green is added to the
sash. The jewel of a Knight of the
Order is a red enameled Celtic cross
encircled by a rayed band of green
enamel.
The degrees embodied in this
Order are:
• Man-at-Arms: The candidate is
admitted under an exhortation
of a celebrated Celtic Bard called
Mac Leag (AD 1015), and in a
simple yet impressive
ceremony, is duly armed.
• Esquire: Reception into the
second degree is promulgated
through the interpretation of an
important charge which
stimulates the candidate to
demonstrate humility and
service in supporting the
honourable creed of the ancient
kings.
• Knight: In this, the last degree,
the aspirant is encouraged to
engage in figurative combat and
his reward is the acclaim of his
Brother Knights, to
commemorate the mighty deeds
of their forbears at the Battle of
Ossary. After investiture he is
instructed in the Ancient
Mysteries and Legends of the
Order by the Brehon.
Commemorative Order of St Thomas
of Acon
The Order of St. Thomas of Acon
was established in 1974 as a result of
twenty years' research by John E. N.
Walker, who for many years was the
Secretary General of the Societas
Rosicruciana in Anglia. The ancient
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Freemasonry and the
progressive degrees
Illustrating the
requirements for
joining successive
orders

records of the Order, written in
medieval French and Latin, had
been deposited in the Guildhall
Library and escaped the Great Fire of
1666.
The Commemorative Order of St.
Thomas of Acon is an independent
British Christian Masonic
organisation. Membership is
restricted to those who are
subscribing Knights’ Templar and is
by invitation only. The basic
organisation of the Order is a
Chapel.
The regalia of the Order include a
tunic and mantle of stone white
material, with a hood of the same
material lined with white silk; a cap
of crimson velvet, and a sword
(Templar pattern) and Scabbard are
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also worn. There are two degrees
worked:
• Knight, which is based on the
life of Thomas a Becket and the
Siege at Acre; and
• Worthy Master, this is also the
Installation ceremony.
The Order raises money for the
support and upkeep of Canterbury
Cathedral. The website of the Order
is www.thomas-of-acon.org
Conclusion
In concluding this series of articles
it is hoped that they have provided a
source of information and an
encouragement to our readers to join
some of them. The Orders covered
in this series do not represent all
that is out there. There are Orders

which are geographically situated
outside London, do not court
publicity or are relatively small in
terms of membership and thus have
not been included. Amongst these
are The Rite of Baldwyn, The August
Order of Light, The Hermetic Order
of Martinists, The Masonic Order of
Pilgrim Preceptors and The Order of
Knight Masons. All these Orders can
be very enjoyable as part of the
wider Masonic experience, but our
parting thought is to remember to
nurture the Craft as being the
wellspring of all Freemasonry.

Editor’s Note: We’d like to thank Bro
Starnes for his contribution of this
informative series to arena
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PRE LOVED REGALIA AND
ITEMS DONATED TO THE
LIBRARY AND MUSEUM

W. Bros Colin Ring and Darrel Palmer explain
how the Pre Loved Regalia initiative is going
and the successes of the repatriation scheme's
return of items to Lodges and Chapters by the
Library and Museum at Freemasons' Hall

T

he Pre Loved Regalia initiative
has been very successful
recently. This includes the new
website going live
(www.prelovedregalia.com) which
can be accessed directly or through
Porchway. Since we began the
selling of such regalia more than
£3,200 has been raised for the
Metropolitan Masonic Charity. All
proceeds from such sales go to the
MMC - so please consider using the
site when you need regalia.
At the London Grand Rank
Investitures in early November, over
2000 of our leaflets were distributed.
A number of Brethren offered
various pieces of regalia and we look
forward to receiving them very soon
and displaying them on the website.
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Similarly we would encourage all our
Brethren to donate regalia which
they no longer require so that it may
be used to help others in need. If
you’d like to promote our website
through distributing leaflets please
let us know (details below).
We’ve also received a number of
lodge and chapter items which had
been donated to the Library and
Museum at Freemasons' Hall.
Amongst such items returned was a
1931 Scottish Rite Ritual Book to The
Grand Superintendent of East Africa
in Nairobi. Other items have been
returned to Lodges and Chapters
across the United Kingdom and into
Europe. At the moment we are
awaiting a response from a Lodge in
Montreal, Canada so that we may

return a Centenary Breast Jewel to
them. In all, we have now returned
over fifty items of various
descriptions to their rightful home.
In conclusion, we would encourage
all Secretaries, Scribes E, Treasurers,
Charity Stewards and especially
Almoners, to make sure that all their
members know about Pre Loved
Regalia. Further, we would ask all
Visiting Officers to make sure that
they also mention us as much as
possible in the Second Risings so that
the word gets to every member
about our work. If you need any
further information or would like to
donate regalia please contact:
colin@prelovedregalia.com or
darrel@prelovedregalia.com.
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ROYAL
VICTORIA
MEDAL AWARDED
Beefeater and Freemason Jim Duncan
recognised for ‘the Poppies at the Tower’

Y

eoman Serjeant Bro James ("Jim")
Duncan was awarded the Royal
Victoria Medal (Silver) in the Queen’s
Birthday Honours 2015. Bro Duncan is
one of 37 iconic Yeoman Warders or
‘Beefeaters’ that guard the Tower of
London.
James received the honour for his
involvement in the ‘Blood Swept Lands
and Seas of Red’ installation at the Tower
of London in 2014, which was featured
in arena at that time. Commemorating
the First World War centenary, 888,246
ceramic poppies were planted in the dry
moat at the Tower representing every
British and colonial fatality of the First

World War. The installation was a huge
success and James played a large part in
the project. An estimated five million
people came to see the poppies and
each poppy was sold to raise millions of
pounds for six service charities.
Bro. Jim travelled to Buckingham
Palace with his wife Eve on
17 November, to be decorated with his
award by the Duke of Cambridge.
Alongside his duties as Yeoman Serjeant,
Bro Jim is a Master Mason at the Hand
of Good Fellowship Lodge No. 5249.
Very many congratulations to Bro Jim!

YOUR LODGE AND SOCIAL MEDIA SEMINAR

CURIOUS ABOUT SOCIAL MEDIA AND HOW IT
MIGHT WORK FOR YOUR LODGE OR CHAPTER?

Whilst statistics on usage and direct recruitment are difficult to find, it remains true
that all large organisations are using social media to communicate with their followers.
Subject to demand from London masons, the Metropolitan Communications Team will
organise a seminar in early 2016 to show you on a step-by-step basis how to open a
Facebook and Twitter account. So if you want your lodge to be part of the social media
future, send an email expressing your interest to arena@metgl.com without delay!

RAFT RECEIVES £92,000 FROM
THE MASONIC SAMARITAN FUND
RAFT or the ‘Restoration of Appearance and Function
Trust’ recently received a grant of £92,000 to mark the 25th
anniversary of MSF. The grant was made to RAFT after a poll
held amongst Freemasons gave the charity 22% of the votes cast.

W

e probably all remember ‘the sixmillion-dollar man’, Steve Austin
from the 1970's TV series, whose boast
was that “we have the technology to rebuild him”. It was then the stuff of
fictional entertainment, but move
forward some forty years and research
and development is taking place at a
north London hospital to develop
bionic arms. RAFT which is based at
Mount Vernon Hospital in north
London undertakes groundbreaking
research which will allow amputees to
forget that their replacement arm is
not the one that they have been born
with. The work they carry out allows
for a set of electrodes to be placed
under the skin, affording intuitive
control of the replacement limb. The

technology being developed will
eradicate the need for straps and
harnesses to keep the prosthetic arm
in place. Dr Lilian Hook the Chief
Scientific Officer of RAFT said, “We are
forging a course of medical research
that will one day lead to someone with
a prosthetic limb forgetting that they
even have one”.
There are about 5,400 people in the
UK who live with an upper limb
amputation, some are children born
with birth defects, adults who have
been involved in accidents and of
course there has been a growing
number in recent years of servicemen
who have lost their limb through
military action. The grant from the
MSF will allow RAFT to continue

working with their partners at
University College London on the
design of the electronics and material
and finalising the manufacturing
designs to meet regulatory approval
and begin the clinical trials within two
years. At the conclusion of the project
RAFT will have developed a robust,
bio-compatible electronic implant for
controlling bionic arms.
Leonor Stjepcic, the CEO of RAFT
commented, “This commitment from
MSF will be life changing for RAFT's
research and for those benefiting from it
in the future. It's an important
acknowledgment of our groundbreaking
work”.

Dr Lilian Hook, John Abbey,
Dr Elena Garcia & John Briggs.
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MOORFIELDS
EYE CHARITY
WELCOMES AMD
RESEARCH GRANT
W Bro John Little, SLGR, looks
at how a recent donation of
£65,000 will help eye research:

A

donation from the Freemasons’ Grand Charity
to this London-based, world-class medical
centre, may speed the development of stem cell
therapy for sight-threatening disease. Moorfields is
one of the world’s leading eye hospitals, having
provided excellence in eye care for more than 200
years.
This latest project looks at research into reducing
fibrosis (scarring) in treatments for Age-Related
Macular Degeneration (AMD). AMD is the leading
cause of severe visual loss in Europe and North
America. In the UK the condition affects up to
600,000 people and it is thought that one in every
10 people over the age of 65 suffers in some way.
As the UK population ages, prevalence rises.
The research is being carried out by the London
Project to Cure Blindness and involves a
collaboration between Professor Sir Peng Khaw,
Director of Research and Development at
Moorfields Eye Hospital; Professor Pete Coffey, at
UCL’s Institute of Ophthalmology, the Director of
the London Project to Cure Blindness; and
Professor Lyndon da Cruz, Retinal Surgeon at
Moorfields Eye Hospital. The London Project aims
to bring stem cell therapy for retinal diseases,
especially for AMD, to clinic as rapidly as possible.
It is hoped that further research will find a way to
eliminate scarring seen in some patients and
eventually develop a cure for AMD to the
enormous benefit of people across the world.
Welcoming the award, Professor Coffey said: “We
are extremely grateful to The Freemasons’ Grand
Charity for their generous support of research at
Moorfields Eye Hospital and the UCL Institute of
Ophthalmology into optimising stem cell
transplantation for AMD. We hope that this research
will enhance an already powerful novel stem cell
treatment for AMD”.
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UCL CANCER INSTITUTE
RESEARCH TRUST
AWARDED £100,000
The UCL Cancer Institute Research Trust has been awarded
£100,000 from the Masonic Samaritan Fund to help fight leukaemia.
W. Bro Stuart Sherriff visited his alma mater to find out more…

U

CL was the first London
University, set up in 1826 and
the first secular university in
England, admitting students
regardless of their religion or gender.
It has a distinguished history with 33
Nobel Prize Winners as alumni,
more than Japan, Russia, the
Netherlands or Switzerland. That
cutting edge ethos was evident when
I studied Anthropology back in 1998,
and remains today, with UCL
ranking highly in both national and
international league tables,
particularly with regard to research.
UCL’s research is carried out by a
number of associated institutes,
including the UCL Cancer Institute,
and I was fortunate enough to be
given the tour of their Huntley Street
facilities in the heart of Bloomsbury.
The first thing you notice on site is
that all the labs are located centrally,
in the middle of any given floor. The
outer space is given over to desk
space for the researchers, with the
external walls made of glass. The
next thing you notice is that
University College Hospital is
directly across the road and allows
for a great deal of collaboration. The
building was designed by Nicholas
Grimshaw, architect for the Eden
Project, and the quality of design
stands out.
Where conventional medical
treatment for cancer at University
College Hospital fails, the research
labs might offer a new and
alternative form of therapy. Clearly,
it makes a great deal of sense to have
labs in close proximity to the
patients that might benefit. The
UCL Cancer Institute is closely
affiliated with two of the largest
leukaemia clinical practices in the
UK (Great Ormond Street Hospital
26

and University College Hospital)
which provide access to biological
samples for this cutting edge medical
research, and leukaemia patients for
the resulting clinical trials.
Such is the way this current grant
recipient, Dr Mansour’s project
developed. Dr Mansour’s work
focuses on acute lymphoblastic
leukaemia, the most common cancer
affecting children in the UK. The
condition results in a proliferation of
immature white blood cells, those
that should protect the body from
infection. These specialist immune
cells continue to replicate without
ever gaining the ability to launch an
immune response. As a result, these
cells clog the bone marrow where
they are produced, preventing their
bodies from producing any blood
cells of any type. In effect, the body
over-produces cells that don’t work,
stopping it producing a whole host of
other blood cells, leaving patients
exhausted and vulnerable to
infection.
Dr Mansour has found a particular
gene, EZH2, which appears to play
an important role in a specific form
of leukaemia affecting immune cells
known as T-cells. Up to half of
young adults with T-cell acute
lymphoblastic leukaemia will stop
responding to chemotherapy and
will die. Those who do not have the
EZH2 gene are particularly prone.
Dr Mansour’s research is in two
parts. Firstly, he will look at which
genes stop chemotherapy from
working. By identifying specific
genes, new targets for gene therapies
can be found. Patients can then
undergo treatment which will allow
their chemotherapy to be effective.
The second phase of his research
involves testing previously approved
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drugs and drug combinations (a library
of 2000). He will examine those
treatments that target EZH2 deficient
tumour cells, and leave normal cells
unharmed. This work will help move
away from the toxicity of
chemotherapy towards kinder
alternative treatments. As the drugs Dr
Mansour is looking at have already
been FDA approved, there is no reason
why this research cannot be

implemented in a shorter time frame.
It is expected that this research will
prove the theory behind Dr Mansour’s
cutting edge approach. Once the
theory is proven, larger funders such
as the Medical Research Council and
Cancer Research UK can fund the
work to take it from the lab to the
hospital ward, across the road. The
UCL Cancer Institute was chosen as
Leukaemia & Lymphoma Research’s

first national Centre of Excellence in
2010, and was approved as Cancer
Research UK’s first London centre in
2009.
It is satisfying for me to know that
UCL remains at the forefront of cutting
edge medical research, and more
importantly, that the Masonic
Samaritan Fund is supporting this
ground breaking work.

RECENT METROPOLITAN
MASONIC CHARITY'S GRANTS
TO LONDON CHARITIES
Bro Stuart Sheriff reviews the recent MMC grants

T

he Metropolitan Grand
Master, RW Bro. Sir Michael
Snyder, hosted an event with the
Metropolitan Grand Charity
Steward at a reception ahead of
the Family Festive Concert. At
the reception Bro Snyder
presented cheques on behalf of
the MMC to a range of Londonbased charities. Charities that
benefited on the night included
those helping sick children,
homeless people and older
people, through to a range of
medical charities:

Action For Sick Children
Towards the provision of vital toothbrush kits to help educate in the
prevention of horrific tooth decay to children living in deprived
communities in the London area.

£1,000

The AT Society (The Ataxia-Telangiectasia Society)
To partially fund educational advocacy and intervention for children
supported by The AT Society.

£1.500

Barons Court Project
Towards their ‘Supporting Minds Appeal’ for 2 years

£3,000

Crisis
This is to ‘match fund’ £500 to Crisis from Royal Naval Chapter No.59.

WINTER 2016

£500

27

Happy Days
To help provide breaks and day trips for children and young people
with special needs in poor socio-economic conditions within the
London area.

£3,000

The League of Remembrance
For help with funding of ‘Remembrance Workers’ within seven
London Hospitals.

£2,000

Lifelites
Towards providing a new package of ‘technology’ for Richard
House Children’s Hospice.

£5,000

The London Centre for Children with Cerebral Palsy
For specialist Conductive Educational Teaching Programme.

£7,500

Parallel Learning Trust
For capital expenditure on computers and desks for Police-initiated
‘Lambeth Boxing Awards’

£7,500

Royal Hospital for Neuro-disability
For the purchase of a ‘Blood Gas Analyser’

£6,000

Spitalfields City Farm
To help with the running costs of the farm in one of London’s
most deprived areas.

£5,000

Sudbury Neighbourhood Centre
To help in providing a daily care service for elderly, vulnerable
people often suffering with dementia in Harrow and Ealing.

£3,000

University College Hospital Cancer Fund
Grant to purchase 4 ‘Readytbed Sleeper Chairs’ for loved ones of
cancer patients for overnight use.

£5,000

Barons Court Project - RW Bro. Sir Michael Snyder (left) Michael Angus,
Project Manager (centre) and Mr Adam Salmon, Chairman (right).
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Action for Sick Children RW Bro. Sir Michael Snyder (left),
Ms. Margaret Jeal, Vice Chairman
(centre).

Sudbury Neighbourhood Centre
- RW Bro. Sir Michael Snyder (left)
and Mr Neil White, Chief Executive
(right).
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THE KENT CLUB GOES
NORTH OF THE BORDER
Bro Noël Haynes, a committee member of the
Kent Club, describes one of their latest outings…

O

n Thursday 1 October,
members of the Kent Club and
their partners visited the lowlands of
Scotland for a masonic tour. We
arrived in Edinburgh to be met with
perfect blue sky – beautiful weather
that continued throughout the
weekend. Early Friday morning the
group descended into the catacombs
that run beneath Edinburgh, also
known as Mary King's Close. Our
guide, dressed in period costume,
led us beneath the city and
recounted tales of urban life
including the outbreak of the
bubonic plague in the 14th century.
Once we emerged from the depths
of the catacombs the Royal Whisky
mile was our next destination where
we learnt about the finer points of
whisky tasting. After a barrel ride
through the premises, which showed
the production process of Scotch
whisky, we were given an
introduction to the aromas in
whisky. After tasting the whisky we
were then shown the world’s largest
collection of Scotch whisky, which
features over 3,300 bottles!
In the afternoon we visited the
Grand Lodge of Scotland. Our
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knowledgeable tour guide took us
through its museum where we
viewed Scottish masonic artefacts
and regalia including Robert Burn’s
original apron. We then moved into
the Grand Temple where an organist
was rehearsing for an event that
evening. The organ and acoustics
are extremely impressive and rival
the organ that London masons enjoy
at Freemasons' Hall. That evening
we (minus our partners) attended
the Installation meeting of the
Lodge Friendship No. 1712. The
Festive Board included singing,
fiddlers and whisky naturally, as we
had offered a bottle to the Master of
the Lodge.
On Saturday morning we all took a
coach ride to Midlothian to visit
Rosslyn Chapel. Our host, W. Bro
Geoffrey Spence, the current master
of Rosslyn St Clair Lodge No. 606
and our tour guide for the day,
treated us to an in-depth talk about
the chapel. The chapel is a
mesmerising piece of history and
architecture, which was really
brought to life by W. Bro Geoffrey. A
depiction of the enlightenment that
the candidate experiences during

the first degree, showing the
interaction between the master and
candidate, was one of the many
interesting points he explained to
us.
After completing the tour of the
chapel and visiting a nearby castle
we moved down the street to
Rosslyn St Clair Lodge for lunch.
The Provincial Grand Chaplain of
Midlothian, RW Bro. Colin Thomson
who had joined us for the tour, was
kind enough to take some of the
brethren to Lodge Loretto Centenary
No.1373, which was hosting a visit
from Lodge Union & Crown No.307,
to view the working of a dramatised
second degree. Bro Colin was kind
enough to return the brethren of the
Kent Club back to Edinburgh, where
after dinner, members of the group
ventured off to various areas of
Edinburgh to perfect their skills in
whisky tasting that they had
acquired the previous day. On
Sunday we returned home with the
feeling that we would be happy to
make a return visit to Rosslyn
Chapel at a later date, as there is still
so much more to explore!
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T H E M E N AT T H E T O P :

ANDREW
MANASSEH
A

Andrew Manasseh around
the time of his initiation.
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ndrew leads an interesting
life working for British
Airways as anyone who has
received one of his “views from
the office window” Christmas
messages can testify (he attaches
a photo taken during the year
from the flight deck)! He gives
his occupation as pilot but his
responsibilities are immense, as
Captain of an aircraft cannot be
understated. He has done this
for over thirty years and his
professional CV portrays an
impressive list of aircraft types
on which he has been either
First Officer or Captain. Having
served his “apprenticeship” on
turboprop commercial aircraft
including the Shorts SD360 and
Hawker Siddeley HS748, he has
also flown the Boeing 737, 757,
767, 777 and the 747, much of it
on long haul flights. Following a
nine-year stint on the Boeing
747, Andrew has recently
completed re-training onto the
Boeing 777, the aircraft on which
he first gained his command, 8
days before 9/11, on the 3rd
September 2001.
Andrew’s family background
would fill a volume in its own
right. His father Cecil (also
known as Rupert by many) was
a Royal Navy Lieutenant
Commander specialising in
engineering. The six Manasseh
brothers of the preceding
generation ran the family
import-export business with
offices in Calcutta, Singapore
and London. The family, which
was Jewish, had historic roots in
the Middle East in what is now
modern day Iraq as well as in
Portugal and ultimately in India,
where during the time of the Raj,

the family became British
citizens. Although Andrew’s
father was born into the Jewish
faith in Belgium (Andrew’s
Grandmother was Belgian), he
was raised at a time when the
Nazis were persecuting
European Jews and he and his
parents returned to England
before the war, a decision that
proved fortuitous as they
subsequently lost many relatives
in the Holocaust. In
consequence of his experiences
before and during the war,
Andrew’s father was a nonpracticing Jew and married his
mother Susan, who was raised as
an Anglican. Andrew was
brought up in the Anglican faith.
After service with the Royal
Navy, Andrew’s father became a
lecturer in engineering at Ealing
Technical College and Garnett
College in Roehampton. An
accomplished linguist (he spoke
four languages fluently), he also
taught engineering in French!
Andrew’s recollection of a
Masonic link in hindsight was
when his father returned home
after meetings he would tap on
the windowpane of Andrew’s
ground floor bedroom window
and chat for a few minutes with
him, before entering the house
with his “giveaway” regalia case.
Andrew’s father was initiated
into Old Bradfield Lodge No.
3549, having attended the
school, and was also a member
of the Shanghai Tuscan Lodge
No. 1027. He was also quite
prolific in the Holy Royal Arch,
being First Principal
simultaneously in three
Chapters viz Public Schools
Chapter No. 2233 (London),
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Left: ????

Middle: Andrew’s maternal
grandfather Sir John Hathorn Hall.
Right: A young Andrew
Manasseh.

Shanghai Tuscan Chapter No. 1027
(London) and Chapitre La France No.
2060 (London), whose ritual is
conducted in French! Andrew says his
father took Chapter extremely
seriously and was author of an
extensive paper on the Royal Arch
entitled “The Mysticism of the Royal
Arch” (which can be viewed on the
web via www.freemasonsfreemasonry.com/manasseh.html).
Regrettably his father died when
Andrew was only eleven years old,
and his mother was widowed in her
mid-thirties with three young
children. It appears that shortly after
his father’s death, a number of his
father’s Masonic colleagues
descended on the family home in
their sombre outfits (she described
her visitors as “three grim men in
dark suits!”). There had been an
accident in the kitchen with the waste
disposal unit backfiring and she and
her three children were covered from
head to foot in shredded food. It was
in this unfortunate condition that his
mother answered the door and
confronting her visitors in a state of
hysterical laughter! She still laughs at
the memory of the look of horror on
their faces! There was subsequently
no further contact with any of his
father’s Masonic units until over 40
years later when Metropolitan Grand
Inspector Simon Dixon, himself a
member of Old Bradfield Lodge, heard
the story from Andrew and
immediately ensured that Andrew’s
mother re-joined the list of widows in
the care of his Lodge. Andrew says
that his mother’s experiences
immediately following the loss of her
husband and the total lack of support
from the Masonic community soured
her view of the Craft. A salutary
lesson for each of us!
Andrew’s education, supported by
WINTER 2016

his maternal grandfather, Sir John
Hall, a former Governor of Uganda
(pictured), was of a peripatetic nature
with Andrew attending four pre-prep
and preparatory schools including the
Lycée Francais in South Kensington
(Andrew is still fluent in
French to this day), Colet Court
and Normansal School in
Seaford in Sussex, before
settling down at Reed’s School
in Cobham to study for his Olevels. This was followed by
two years at the Harrow
College of Technology and Art
for A-levels. Having become
friends with a policeman, he
then decided to opt for a career
in the police. Based at
Kensington police station he
plodded the beat in the
Kensington and Earl’s Court
area, but after five years
walking the streets, Andrew
decided at the age of 23 that his
police career was over and that
other vocations beckoned. The
holder of a private pilot’s
licence and with an interest in
aircraft, Andrew decided that a
career in aviation might be
more to his liking and so in
1984 became a Flying
Instructor with the Cabair
Group, rapidly building his
hours towards the target of 700
hours after which he could,
following an intense period of
study, flight training and
several exams, qualify for his
Commercial Pilot’s Licence.
Some years later, during
small talk over a layover beer
in a bar in Frankfurt with his
captain, Joe Hall, the subject of
Freemasonry was broached,
leading subsequently to
Andrew being initiated into

Lodge of Friendship No. 206, a
London Lodge, in June 1992 at the
age of 32. His exaltation into Holy
Royal Arch came two years later with
Justicia Chapter No. 2563 in
Middlesex in June 1994.

Masonic Career

1992 Initiated into Lodge of Friendship 206
(London)
2001 WM (for two years!) of Lodge of
Friendship
2002 Joined St. Andrew's Lodge 1046
(Surrey)
2003 Appointed MetGStwd and LGR
2005 Founder, Metropolitan Grand
Stewards' Lodge 9812 (London)
2006 WM of St Andrew's Lodge 1042
MetDepGDC and SLGR
2007 Joined South West Surrey installed
Masters’ Lodge 5965 (Surrey)
2008 WM of Metropolitan Grand Stewards'
Lodge 9812
WM, SW Surrey installed Masters’
Lodge 5965
2010 Joined Mizpah Lodge 1671 (London)
Active Grand Standard Bearer
2011 Metropolitan Grand Mentor, (2011-14)
Joined Blundell's Lodge 5467
2012 Joined Old King's Arms Lodge 28
2013 WM, Mizpah Lodge 1671
Joined Per Caelum Lodge 8602
(London)
2014 MetGInsp, PSGD
2015 WM, Blundell’s Lodge 5467
Joined Old Bradfield Lodge 3549
(London)
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By this time Andrew was well
ensconced in his career with British
Airways having previously worked for
Air UK and Dan Air Services. Being
an airline pilot was probably not the
best vocation if you wished to attend
regular Lodge meetings. Nevertheless,
Andrew managed to stay “on track”
and became WM of Lodge of
Friendship in 2001, serving a period of
two years in the Chair. He is proud to
state that he has only missed two
meetings of his Mother Lodge in over
twenty-three years, despite the nature
of his work. His enthusiasm for ritual
was spotted early in his Royal Arch
career, when at the meeting following
his exaltation, he was invested as PS
and served in that office from 1994
until 2001 before becoming 3rd
Principal, and subsequently 1st
Principal in 2004. There is no doubt
that Andrew enjoys his Freemasonry
and the number of Lodges and
Chapters that he belongs to is
testimony to an unabated enthusiasm.
He is married to Tracey and their
circumstances of introduction were
quite novel. Andrew’s best friend
since childhood had lost his mother. It
appears that Tracey’s mother, who
had also lost her husband, married his
best friend’s father and this is how it
all started. After studying Zoology at
London University, Tracey worked
her way up the corporate film & TV
world, becoming a freelance TV
producer, a job that she has done for
the past 30 years. Her recent work
includes two thirteen-episode,
equestrian, magazine-style series
“Horsetails”, which she produced for
Discovery Channel, working amongst
others with Zara Phillips, Noel
Edmonds and Mike Rutherford (as a

keen Genesis fan, Andrew has never
forgiven her for not inviting him
along on the shoot!). She is currently
working on a sixteen-episode series
on golf with her uncle, the SKY TV
golf commentator Bruce Critchley.
Andrew and Tracey have two
daughters, Sophie and Gemma, both
of whom have flourishing careers.
Sophie, a law graduate, works as a
manager for Deloitte in insurance
regulation and compliance, and
Gemma, having trained and worked
as a junior doctor in London, has now
embarked on a seven-year training
course in ophthalmology in Bristol
and Bath.
After thirty years of commercial
flying and 20,000 hours logged,
Andrew has decided to cut down his
working time as a pilot and at the
moment is able to manage his time at
work, home and within Freemasonry
by having every third month off. He
hopes in time to be able to reduce his
flying still further as he approaches
retirement. He would say that
Freemasonry is his major hobby and
is keen to devote as much time to it as
possible. Tracey, he says, is very
understanding! He would be pleased
to be acknowledged for being a
founder of the Metropolitan Grand
Stewards Lodge as well as its founding
DC and for designing the lodge’s crest
and that of the Metropolitan Grand
Stewards’ Chapter (readers may recall
that Andrew spent some time at
Harrow College of Technology &
Art!).
Andrew would tell you that
Freemasonry is something to enjoy
and cannot fathom why some Masons
get upset by trivial matters. As you
would expect from a former

A more recent picture of Andrew.
Metropolitan Grand Mentor, Andrew
says that Mentoring is one of the most
important tasks that any Lodge or
Chapter can undertake and he
believes that everyone, no matter
how senior, will need mentoring in
one form or another at some time
during his Masonic career. Ritual is
also something of which Andrew is a
keen proponent. Whilst appreciating
that ritual is not everyone’s forte,
Lodges and Chapters should be able to
call on the resources of the
Metropolitan Emergency Ritual
Teams to assist them with their
ceremonies, this being especially
important where there are new
candidates to Freemasonry. He says
that he was initiated in an excellently
conducted ceremony and that first
impressions really do count!

Andrew visiting the ‘Game of Thrones’ set.

Five things you didn't know about Andrew Manasseh:
1) Speaks fluent French

2) Is a Home Cinema enthusiast with a film library of over 1800 titles

3) Keeps Koi Carp in the front garden pond

4) Once had enough hair to have a perm

5) Loves science fiction/fantasy such as "Game of Thrones",
"Harry Potter" and "Star Wars".
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SPORTS NEWS

It Never Rains...
W.Bro Ian Keech tells us how the LMBA is
going from strength to strength

T

he London Masonic Bowling
Association (LMBA) has
concluded its outdoor season with
two 'domestic' bowls matches. On
27th August we held our ‘Drawn
Pairs’ competition. It had poured
with rain all day the day before
and the Green had been flooded
but was playable by Thursday
morning, but only just!
The worthy winners, by the
narrowest of margins (one shot)
were W. Bro Bernard Jacobs (our
Almoner) accompanied by W Bro
Tony Hammell. Tony had graced
us with his presence during one of
his brief sojourns in UK, kindly
tearing himself away from his
villa in Cyprus! The runners up
were W. Bro George Coxwell
(treasurer) and his wife Valerie.
Considering only two husbands and
wives had entered and it is a
randomly drawn event, this was an
unlikely pairing. The decision to
brave the outdoors was proved
correct, but only just, as within
seconds of the last end being played,
the heavens opened once again.
On Thursday 17th September it
was our Gala Day and we held the
second ever outdoor LIMBO
(London Inspired Masonic Bowls
Occasion), when our visitors were
Berkshire MBA. So, true to form, it
had rained heavily the day before,
but this time we were able to switch
indoors.
Berkshire swept the floor, almost
literally, only registering its first loss
on the last end of the last match (to
the LMBA ‘A’ Team) having won the
all previous rounds. Berkshire
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W Bro Frank Overman receiving the LIMBO Diamond trophy from Bro Keech.
received the Limbo Green Diamond
from our President, Ian Keech,
together with their Olympic style
gold medallions. We had also raised
£100 towards the Metropolitan Air
Ambulance Appeal.
During the winter season we’ll be
hosting two charity bowls events.
The first will be on Wednesday
24th February, in conjunction with
our host club (Hertfordshire B.C.)
where we will be inviting local clubs
and district associations to join a
friendly competition in the name of
charity. On Sunday 17th April we
will host the 2nd Indoor LIMBO
event, which is exclusively for
masonic bowling teams (plus our
host club out of courtesy). The entry
fee for both events will be £55 per
rink of 4 bowlers.
For all those London bowlers,

who have yet to discover the joys of
membership of the LMBA, you are
most welcome to apply for entry to
both these events either as a group
of individuals or on behalf of your
local club in February and again, as
individuals or as a Province in our
April event. Teams may be mixed in
both cases. For the LIMBO at least
two members must be Masons. We
also intend to hold a winter
luncheon early in the New Year,
details of which will be circulated in
due course.
Applications for joining are to be
addressed to
ian.a.keech@btinternet.com
Tel: 07904525988 or by post to
16 St Francis Close, Potters Bar,
Herts. EN6 2RH
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GOLF UPDATE
H

ot on the tails of a hectic 2015
programme of events, the
Metropolitan Grand Lodge Golf
Society Secretary John Massmann is
now finishing the schedule for 2016,
which will prove even busier. The
year ended with the instalment of
W. Bro Simon McCarthy as Captain,
and warm applause greeted Simon’s
acknowledgment of the superb job
that W. Bro Jeremy Lindop had done
during his term.
The attempt to wrest the ‘Russell
Race Trophy’ back from East Kent
Golf Society will be high on Simon’s
agenda, and that will be the opening
event on April 27th at West Essex
Golf Club in Hainault. In early June
the Society hopes to enter the
Middlesex Inter County event and
retain the trophy won by Jeremy’s
team in 2015. From there the
Society travel up North to the
Warwickshire Society as a return
favour for many of the Brethren
making the awe inspiring journey

down to Surrey in 2015 for the event
staged there. Incoming Captain of
Warwickshire, W. Bro Steve Mingo,
has already stated his great pleasure
at receiving a contingent of MetGL
members to his Captains day. All
will be well aware that the festive
board will be a momentous occasion!
The Society will then be visiting
Brookmans Park in July for the
MMC Charity Day and hope to
improve on the £3,000 raised and
presented to the Metropolitan Grand
Master in September. We then visit
the beautiful course at Leatherhead
in August, finishing the season in
September with a visit to the superb
– and long – course at Silvermere
near Send, this being for Simon
McCarthy’s first Captain’s Day.
As the Society looks back on this
best attended season so far, we
cannot end without mentioning the
magnificent effort put in by W. Bro
Indu Chatrath who for the last 7
years has been instrumental in

raising funds for the MMC, and has
passed the £20,000 mark as reward.
Although promising to stay “in the
shadows” his invaluable advice and
experience will always be gladly
received.
2016 will see the introduction of
an annual membership fee of £10.00,
as well as the lifetime membership
already in place, as the Society look
to establish their financial base to
improve their charitable
contributions in the future.
Enquiries for membership of the
Society can be made to the Secretary
who will gladly provide further
details.

A Metropolitan Masonic Rifle Club Expressions of interest?
W. Bro Al Bates, LGR, MetGSteward, seeks to
gauge demand for a new "Met" members club

A

s a long-time rifle shooter
myself, I have had a dream for
some time of combining my love of
the sport with Freemasonry by
starting a target rifle shooting club for
like-minded Metropolitan masons,
their friends & families. This club
would be aimed as a secondary club
for those that already participate in
target rifle shooting but also as a
venue for "open days" for those that
wish to partake in such activities on a
first time basis. It would be designed
so as to promote London masonry
and raise money for charity whilst
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having fun in a safe shooting
environment. We would meet at least
twice annually (most probably at
Bisley) for shooting days with a meal
or buffet with a charity raffle and
games afterwards.
The laws on shooting sports are
very stringent and we would need to
satisfy the Home Office that we were
suitable and this can and does take
time, however I and my team of
colleagues who are willing to help
(both Masonic & non Masonic), have
successfully done this on a previous
occasion.

There would be a yearly
membership fee, range fees for the
shooting days and refreshment costs,
but we do not expect that the overall
cost would be more than in the
region of £ 100 p.a. W. Bro Simon
Dixon, MetGInsp, a very experienced
shooter himself, has agreed that if
the club is formed, he will act as its
first President.
At this stage, I would be very
pleased if interested brethren could
send me an email at al@thelocksmith.net stating their interest
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LORD MAYOR’S
SHOW 2015
W. Bro John Parry, SLGR, reports
on the wet and windy day at the
Lord Mayor’s Show and a particular
behind-the-scenes set of dramas…

J

ust two days before the Lord
Mayors’ Show the winds from
storm Abigail were accelerating
across the Atlantic, blasting a path
towards the square mile. We had
thought about having a giant
inflatable in the parade but luckily
decided against doing so. I had
visions of 40 freemasons dangling on
ropes heading skywards into the air
corridors with frozen smiles and
their regalia flailing in the breeze!
Fortunately we had decided to
feature the MMC pledge to raise £2
million towards a second helicopter
for London's Air Ambulance. This
being the 800th Anniversary Show,
the Pageantmaster's office was under
siege from vast numbers of enquiries
from people keen to take part. This
meant that the number of brethren
allowed to march would be severely
restricted, putting financial pressure
on our participation. We
brainstormed and planned, analysed
and arranged and eventually
overcame this hurdle. After months
of planning we sent our artwork and
technical drawings off to the
technical team and were ready to
build the float. A full day
constructing the float in high winds
2 days before the Show was a
challenge, but thinking we were
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home and dry we waved the finished
lorry off into the night.
With only 12 hours until show time
I met up with our drivers at the
Guildhall briefing. On arriving in the
afternoon at the secure compound
they realised some of the panels
forming our float were now resting
along the A13. The crucial number
“2” panel from the “£2,000,000”
pledge was missing. It would look
like we were proud to be donating
absolutely nothing to London’s Air
Ambulance! I managed to get the
printer, who’d shut shop for the
night, out of the pub to start the
presses again. It would take two
hours from when he got to the
workshop for two new panels, but he
couldn’t get them to us. Another call
found a man with a large car, they
would only fit in a van! Cut them in
half I said; so they did. They arrived
at the same time as Adrian Webster
who turned up with his wife and
drills to refit them! Only eight hours
to go and counting!
On the morning, after 2 minutes
silence for the people of Paris, we all
stepped out ignoring the November
showers into the happy cheering
crowds. On route the lorry took a
particularly sharp left bend and the
side banner was sucked into the

front wheel arch, rapidly heading
under the nearside tyre, disaster
loomed. As I wrenched at the heavy
scaffold pole that was weighing it
down, the eyelet securing it to the
lorry ripped, I was walking in the
rain holding a 36 foot long pole that
was partially tied to the truck!
Without breaking step Dr Jenny
Townsend, from London’s Air
Ambulance, who was walking
alongside me, whipped out some
surgical scissors from her top pocket,
made a precise incision, as
simultaneously, Richard WebbStevens a LAA paramedic pulled
several cable ties from his pocket. In
the blink of an eye the banner was
as good as new. They barely needed
to speak, they just went into “get it
fixed” mode. These people were
amazing, I almost needed
resuscitation, but thanks to them
happily my heart was still beating
and LAA saved the day!
Even though the heavy rains
turning the square mile into a
paddling pool, crowds still lined the
streets cheering and waving. Spirits
were high, the support was fantastic
and our reception was unsurpassed.
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S O W H Y S H O U L D I V I S I T. . .

CATHEDRAL
LODGE NO.
2741?
W. Bro Alan Brumwell,
PAGStB, Secretary of
Cathedral Lodge, continues
this series on different and
interesting London lodges
with a look at a very
musical one...

36

T

he inspiration for the founding
of Cathedral Lodge No. 2741
came one Sunday in the autumn of
1898. The usual afternoon service
in St. Paul’s Cathedral was in
progress and W. Bro Charles
Tinney, one of the Assistant
Vicars-Choral, was in his
customary place in the choir.
During the service he recognised
the distinguished figure of the
Grand Secretary, VW. Bro Edward
Letchworth, occupying one of the
stalls alongside. This prompted a
train of thought that a new Lodge
should be founded especially
connected with St Paul’s Cathedral.
W. Bro Tinney decided to share his
sudden inspiration with another
Assistant Vicar-Choral, Bro Vernon
Taylor who welcomed the
suggestion and as he happened to
be a personal
friend of the
Grand Secretary,
the two brethren
hurried round
after the service
and intercepted
him as he left
the Cathedral.
They put the
proposal before
him and were
delighted to find
him in complete
agreement. The
following
morning Bro

Taylor discussed the project with
VW. Bro Sinclair, the Venerable
Archdeacon of London, PGChap,
to whom he was Private Secretary.
The Archdeacon was also
enthusiastic and offered to be the
first Worshipful Master of the new
Lodge, and so the Cathedral Lodge
was born, literally under the dome
of St Paul’s.
The petition for the formation of
the Lodge was sponsored by the
Master and Wardens of the Lodge
of Antiquity No. 2 (Old St. Paul's
Lodge), traditionally connected
with Sir Christopher Wren, the
designer and architect of the
building. The Lodge's Warrant of
Constitution bears the actual
signature of Albert Edward, Prince
of Wales (afterwards King Edward
VII) as the Most Worshipful Grand
Master, which office he
relinquished two years later on
acceding to the Throne. The
consecration was carried out on
Monday, 15th May, 1899, in the
Old Freemasons' Hall, Great
Queen Street, by the Grand
Secretary, VW. Bro Edward
Letchworth. The gavel used by the
Consecrating Officer had been lent
by the Lodge of Antiquity No. 2
and was the actual mallet with
which King Charles II laid the
foundation stone of the present St.
Paul's Cathedral on 21st June,
1675. VW. Bro The Venerable W.M.
Sinclair did, indeed, become the
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first Master of the Lodge with the
Cathedral Organist, Bro. Sir George
Martin, being its first Organist. The
whole musical score for both the
Ceremony of Consecration and the
Banquet which followed was
composed by members of the Lodge.
It was originally proposed that the
Lodge should be called "The St. Paul's
Cathedral Lodge" but when, as a
matter of courtesy the Dean was
consulted, he was unwilling to agree
to the use of the full title. The
Founders therefore decided that the
name should be "The Cathedral
Lodge." The Dean and Chapter,
however, agreed to the adoption of a
view of the West front of St. Paul's
Cathedral as the Lodge's badge as
shown, and ultimately, by a special
dispensation of Grand Lodge,
permission was given for this
distinctive badge to be embroidered
on the collars worn by the Worshipful
Master, Past Masters and Officers of
the Lodge (see photo).
It was the original intention of the
Founders that membership of the
Lodge should be restricted to Brethren
having present or past associations
with St. Paul's Cathedral, but this was
found impracticable after a time and
in December 1901 it was agreed to
suspend the rule. Nevertheless, a
close link between the Lodge and the
Cathedral has always been
maintained. The Lodge can count
amongst its past members, a number
of Church of England bishops,
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members of the Cathedral Choir, a
Lord Mayor of the City of London, as
well as Virgers, Wandsmen,
Bellringers and staff members of St.
Paul’s. One of our more recent
members, sadly no longer with us,
VW Bro. Andrew Pearmain, PGSwdB,
was Musical Director for the 275th
anniversary celebrations of UGLE at
Earls Court in 1992, and amongst the
current members, W. Bro. Alderman
Andrew Parmley PJGD, is a Court of
Aldermen’s candidate for Lord Mayor
for 2016/17, subject to election by
Common Hall in September 2016.
Like many Lodges, we have a
number of ‘treasures’ or ornaments of
which we are proud. Amongst these
are: a "winding staircase" carpet used
in Passing ceremonies, a pewter
Charity salver rescued from a lake in
1780 and used by our Junior Deacon
in Initiation ceremonies, and a
Charity box in the form of a model of
St Paul’s Cathedral, made from
original oak beams from the roof of
the Cathedral Choir, dislodged by
enemy action in 1940 (see photo).
To this day, we maintain a strong
musical tradition, with our own sung
graces and different tunes for the
opening and closing odes, composed
by Bro Henry Tolhurst, a member of
St. Paul’s Cathedral Choir and the
Lodge of Asaph No. 1319 (see photo).
The Christmas meeting has developed
a following, being our best-attended
meeting of the year, regularly
attracting around 100 attendees. The

Festive Board is graced with lady
singers and a Choir made up of
members and guests that sing
Christmas carols and other musical
items. In recent years, we have even
been treated to a solo from our
present Deputy Grand Secretary,
VW. Bro Graham Redman, PGSwdB!
The Lodge is strongly connected
with Cathedral Chapter No. 2741,
which has an active thriving
membership. Over recent years the
Chapter’s White Table meeting in
April has proven to be very successful
and seems to grow every year. If
anything you have read above has
encouraged you to visit us, please do
not hesitate to get in touch with us at
ARBrumwell@sweetchariot.tv we
assure you a very warm welcome!
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FA M O U S M A S O N S :

NICHOLAS
HAWKSMOOR

Fig 1.

Fig 2.

W. Bro Stan Marut looks at the life and work
of this important English architect and
London Freemason…

T

here are some, perhaps familiar,
landmarks on the periphery of
the City of London passed every day
by commuters without a second
glance and without their being
aware that these are the works of
the eminent architect and
Freemason, Nicholas Hawksmoor.
These landmarks, which are
Hawksmoor’s churches, were built
in the early 18th century, a time
when modern Freemasonry was in
its infancy. Not only was
Freemasonry, perhaps, the most
prominent of 18th century fraternal
organisations but also, “a significant
cultural vector and component of
the social, economic, scientific and
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political transformation then in
progress”. (R.A. Berman, The
Architects of the Eighteenth
Century English Freemasonry 1720
– 1740, unpublished PhD thesis –
University of Exeter 2010). It is in
this milieu that we meet the
architect Hawksmoor, who, because
he fell under the shadow of Sir
Christopher Wren and Sir John
Vanbrugh, with whom he worked
and collaborated, seems to have
been overlooked.
There is scant biographical
material about Hawksmoor but the
churches of which he was principal
architect still stand as a monument
to him, perhaps in places that do not
carry the cachet of Wren’s City
Churches (St Mary Woolnoth at Bank
Junction being an exception). For
example, St George-in-the-East
(Wapping), St Alphege, (Greenwich)
and amongst others, Christchurch
(Spitalfields), which nearly three
hundred years after their first
construction still stand in their
neighbourhoods. He was born
Nicholas Hawksmore in 1661 in
Nottinghamshire, although there
seems to be a possible discrepancy
as parish records for the period
have been lost over the years,
but the name seems to have
subsequently changed to
Hawksmoor. It appears that he
was relatively well educated for
the son of a yeoman farming
family and had a familiarity
with elementary Mathematics,
French and Latin. He became
Wren’s personal clerk at the age of
eighteen and his training included
all the manner of things that an
architect, or surveyor, would be
called upon to do. In this workplace
environment he could not but help
to be influenced and very soon he

was employed in a supervisory
capacity at the Bishop's palace at
Winchester and the Chelsea and
Greenwich Hospitals.
He participated in the planned
building of fifty churches which
were part of the Acts of Settlement
of the sovereign, Queen Anne. The
construction of these churches was
designed to erect, “imposing edifices
which would tower over the homes
of the working classes as a sign of
the national religion”. (see
www.stgite.org.uk/history.html).
The construction of these new
churches authorised under the New
Churches in London and
Westminster Act of 1710/1711 in
Stepney, Wapping, Spitalfields and
Greenwich was motivated by a
desire to put the Established Church
to the forefront in these areas,
especially with the influx of new
immigrants and the existence of
strong dissenting churches (i.e., the
non-conformists). The Act was
ambitious for its part and not all the
planned churches were actually
built. Originally funds had been
available from the Coal Tax Acts of
1667 and 1670 ostensibly to fund the
reconstruction of St Pauls’ Cathedral
after the Great Fire, but this was
after the new St Paul's had been
built and there was a clamour to use
any residual monies to build the
fifty planned churches.
It was during Hawksmoor’s
appointment as Principal Surveyor
to the Commission of Fifty Churches
that he may have first been
introduced to Freemasonry. The
Treasurer to the Commission was
Nathaniel Blackerby, who was
Deputy Grand Master between 1728
and 1730. Nickolas Hawsmore Esqr’
is given as a member of a Lodge
meeting at the Oxford Arms in
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Ludgate Street. The suffix Esqr’ was
only given to the more eminent
members of the Lodge and it was
most certain that Hawksmoor was
on friendly terms with other
prominent Freemasons (see Vaughn
2002 - p98). Indeed, the Second
Surveyor was a John James, also a
Freemason, who collaborated with
Hawksmoor on St Luke, Old Street
and St John, Horsleydown,
Bermondsey, which no longer
stands. His Lodge met at the Swan in
East Street, Greenwich and
Blackerby and Hawksmoor not only
enjoyed a professional relationship,
but became close friends which no
doubt had a basis in their being
Freemasons. This is borne out in
Hawksmoor’s obituary written by
Blackerby who described him as a
“tender husband, a sincere friend
and a most agreeable companion”.
In 1735 Blackerby married
Hawksmoor’s daughter Elizabeth,
thus cementing this close and
personal relationship. Christopher
Wren has also been named as a
Freemason of this early period,
although he never apparently
admitted to it, but at the laying of
the foundation stone of the his new
St Paul’s Cathedral, it is said that it
recalled the “legendary rituals
cultivated by Freemasons”.
Hawksmoor developed his own
architectural style and was criticised
by some as being too pagan and
primitive, expressing a nonsuperstitious masonic or Deist
spiritual outlook. Given that the
churches constructed were meant to
be places of worship for Christians
in the context of revealed religion,
Hawksmoor’s designs lacked
traditional Christian symbols. This is
most clearly observed on the church
of St George’s Bloomsbury,
WINTER 2016

Fig 4.

consecrated in 1731. This stands
next to the Thistle Hotel,
Bloomsbury Way where many
London masons have their festive
board without realising that this
amazing edifice was constructed by
a London Freemason. There is no
cross on the Bloomsbury Church
Tower, only an obelisk which had
been described as a “masterpiece of
absurdity” by Walpole (www.the
guardian.com/artanddesign/2006/se
p/25). The obelisk was crowned with
a statue of King George 1 with a lion
and unicorn at its base which were
removed in 1831 on safety grounds.
The Church also boasts a
magnificent portico (see fig 1). The
American millionaire Paul Mellon
gave the Church a posthumous gift
of £4.5 million in 2006 to restore it to
its original state which also meant
the reintroduction of the literally
amazing lion and unicorn (see fig 2)
to the steeple.
One other Hawksmoor Church
which had been close to being
demolished was Christchurch in
Spitalfields, but was saved by the
establishment of a Committee
founded to save it (see fig 3).
Perhaps the most famous of all his
works known the world over are the
West Towers at Westminster Abbey.
Having been appointed SurveyorGeneral to Westminster Abbey after
the death of Wren, he continued the
work of its construction and
completion in 1745. His part of the
Tower construction is the upper
section commencing about half way
up. (see fig 4).
During his later life he suffered
gout of the stomach and he died in
1736 at his house in Millbank,
Westminster and was buried at
Shenley, Hertfordshire. An article in
the Freemasons Magazine and
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Masonic Mirror published in August
1862 bemoans the fact that the,
“inhabitants of Hertfordshire seem to
care little or nothing about Wren’s
assistant….” The commentator also
pleaded for the restoration and
protection of the grave of so eminent
a man and asked the readers for
their aid in accomplishing so
reverential a piece of work. This
sadly seems not to have been done.
But even though the resting place of
this esteemed architect and
Freemason is hidden from
prominent view, his churches still
stand proud bearing testimony to
his life and work.

Sources: Nicholas Hawksmoor –
Rebuilding Ancient Wonders - Hart – Yale
University Press – 2007.
Hawksmoor –
Kerry Downes – Thames and Hudson –
1970
Acknowledgements; I would like to thank
Matthew Baily at the National Portrait
Gallery, London, Fiona Lawrence, Church
Administrator at St George in the East,
Wapping and Peter Aitkenhead of the
Library of Freemasonry, Freemasons’ Hall
for their assistance in preparing this article.
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MET LADIES NIGHT
Resplendent in black tie (amongst many) W. Bro Rod Glyn-Thomas revels
in another hugely successful Metropolitan Grand Lodge Ladies Night

Above: The brethren of Nil Sine Favore
Lodge with their wives partners and friends.

Below: Tania takes a breath between songs.
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A

fter the success of the
inaugural Metropolitan Grand
Lodge’s Ladies Night in 2014,
around 400 guests arrived at the
Grange St Paul’s Hotel in the centre
of the City for this year’s event.
Again the concept was to allow
lodges who otherwise wouldn’t hold
a Ladies Night to be able to gather
together for just such an evening,
and to benefit from the Met Events
Team’s expertise and creativity.
This year’s theme was the ‘1960s’
with the music, entertainment,
table decorations and novelty cutout photo panels all reflecting the
best bits of that decade.
A spectacular 150-foot tower of
moving LEDs welcomed us and
pointed the way to a reception of
particularly drinkable Champagne
and the opportunity to greet old
friends and meet new ones.
The main dining hall beckoned
with a lovely salmon starter,
followed by lamb and then dark
and white chocolate marquise.
During the starter one of the
waiters announced that his
colleague had just joined the staff
and didn’t have any friends to sing
to him on this, his birthday. After a
rousing rendition of Happy
Birthday the waiter surprisingly

responded in song, an Aria to be
precise. He was rather good I
thought. During his second song he
was joined by another two waiting
staff. Were they moonlighting opera
singers too? Maybe, just maybe,
that night the skill-sets of opera
singers and silver service were
wholly aligned. Word started to go
around that it was an operatic trio
called “Opera on the Run” who
were entertaining us with song.
Irrespective of the facts I prefer to
believe it was just a magical
coincidence, a remarkable fusion of
Nessun Dorma and cutlery!
The Toastmaster, W. Bro Brian
Sylvester, PGStB resplendent in red
as ever, then got the raffle
underway and the Guest of Honour,
Past Metropolitan Grand Master RW
Bro. Russell Race extracted the
winning tickets. The prizes
included one week in a 5 star
apartment in Estepona, dinner for
two at the Ritz, the Ceremony of
the Keys at the Tower of London, a
1980 West Ham FA Cup winners
signed shirt, tickets to a West End
show and a River boat trip for all of
the tables - all of which went to
very appreciative winners.
The Past Metropolitan Grand
Master proposed the loyal toast, the
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toast to the table Presidents’ and
then thanked the organisers W.
Bro’s Tony Hawley, John Parry,
Gary Beckwith, and Keith
Alexander for doing such
remarkable and imaginative work.
Russell gave apologies on behalf of
the new Metropolitan Grand Master
RW Bro. Sir Michael Snyder; who
was unable to attend as he had
already accepted another invitation
prior to becoming the new leader of
London Masonry. During Russell’s
address he referred to himself as a
“has been” in his usual selfdeprecating manner. At this
comment there was an audible
disagreement from the brethrenwhich shows the warmth and
admiration that Russell is held in
across London.
Metropolitan Grand Inspector W.
Bro Stratton Richey PAGSwdB then
entertained us with flying
anecdotes and asides in his usual
style as a warm up to the Toast to
the Ladies, which of course went

down very well. Once dinner was
over the excellent Ross Mitchell
band struck up and tribute act,
Tania, sang a number of favourites
from the 60s including various hits
by Cher. At many dinner dances
often a few songs pass before the
dance floor fills. I can safely say
that Black Friday obviously had
everyone in the mood for getting
stuck in early as the floor was filled
before the second verse of the first
song and that was how it stayed for
the rest of the evening as everyone
enjoyed themselves
wholeheartedly! Ross’s band
brought the evening to a close with
some traditional British songs, the
crowd enthusiastically flag waving
and singing at the top of their
voices. It seemed to me that
everyone had a fantastic evening
and I’m sure Tony and the heroes
of the Events team will have no
trouble selling out next years’ event
weeks in advance again!

SUBSCRIPTION TO
METROPOLITAN

Fun with the Sixties' theme.
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Interested in the "Men at the Top" series but prefer to read it in your armchair rather than at the desk?
We have had many readers saying that they would prefer
to read a printed copy of arena and that they don't enjoy
reading it on their iPad, or computer screen. If that is the
case for you and you would be interested in subscribing
for a copy, click below to complete the form

Subscription
Information:
CLICK HERE to
purchase a
year's
subscription to
arena.

Your name:
Address:

electronically or print and fill out the form below. The
cost is £18.00 for a year’s subscription but clearly if there
were significant numbers, that would drop. The data
collected below will only be used for this purpose.



Telephone:
email:

Fill in the form here online or print and return this form to:
The Subscriptions Manager, arena, MetGL/MetGC, PO Box 29055, London WC2B 5UN
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SENIOR
APPOINTMENT
CHANGES
Paul Abbott

Colin Barrow

Vincent Driver

RW Bro. Sir Michael Snyder, Metropolitan Grand
Master/Metropolitan Grand Superintendent made the
following announcement on December 14th - arena joins
all London brethren in wishing hearty congratulations to
all reappointed and appointed brethren
Following the changes to the Book of
Constitutions approved at Quarterly
Communications on 9 December, a
restructuring of Metropolitan Grand
Lodge and Metropolitan Grand Chapter
will be implemented that will help
ensure those holding senior leadership
and management roles in London can
maintain a sensible balance between
family, work and masonry and other
responsibilities or leisure activities.
These changes will allow a much
improved focus on all of our various
activities and afford Inspectors, in
particular, a reduced number of Lodges
and Chapters on which to focus their
time and attention; thus improving the
bonds with and awareness of the
Lodges and Chapters under their
respective management. I am
therefore pleased to announce the
following changes in the appointments
of London Rulers taking effect from
the next annual meeting of
Metropolitan Grand Lodge and
Metropolitan Grand Chapter on 3
March 2016 and 7 April 2016
respectively:

Graham Dullop

Stanley Haines
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Clive Hawkins

Chris Hayward

Continuing as Deputy Metropolitan
Grand Master
Michael Leonard Ward
To be Deputy Metropolitan Grand
Masters
Simon D’Olier Duckworth OBE DL
Stephen Richard Nigel Fenton
To be Assistant Metropolitan Grand
Masters
Howard Ian Sabin
Cdr Ian Richard Wellesley-Harding RN
To be Metropolitan Grand Inspectors
(Craft)
Colin Barrow
Vincent John Driver
Graham Nigel Dullop
Clive Anthony Hawkins
Christopher Hayward
Augustus (Gus) Philip Jude Machado
David C. Hughes
To be Metropolitan Grand Inspectors
(RA)
Paul Abbott
Stanley Haines
Grahame Lovett
Simon White

David C. Hughes
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I am delighted to report that all other
current Assistant Metropolitan Grand
Masters and Inspectors, both Craft and
Royal Arch, are continuing in office and
to whom I would like to express my
warmest thanks on behalf of all London
masons. They have all made a
tremendous contribution over many

Grahame Lovett

Gus Machado

years to the development of the London
Metropolitan Area.
I am sure we all wish those taking up
their appointments in 2016 every
happiness and success in their
important and challenging roles, and
the good health to enjoy them.

Simon White

ADVERTISEMENT

A better value alternative to conventional
insurance*.
A mutual is a company owned by and operated
for the benefit of its members. The Directors of
the Masonic Mutual are all Freemasons who are
elected by the membership.
Over 75% of Masonic entities who have asked
us for a quote found we offer better value and
have taken out cover with us*.
We offer cover for, but not limited to,
the following:
• Buildings
• Contents including regalia
• Public and Products Liability
• Employers’ Liability
• Trustee and Management Liability

Call us for a quote today, over 75% of those
who did found us better value*.

0203 327 3356

*Based on all quotations offered from 01 May 2015 to 30 October 2015.

The Masonic Mutual Limited (FRN: 625738) is an appointed representative of Regis Mutual Management Limited which is authorised and regulated by
the Financial Conduct Authority, FRN: 479202.

MASONIC MEDICAL FUNDING
- STORIES CLOSE TO HOME
Whilst London brethren will be aware of the
assistance that our funding has provided, the
following two stories provide illustrations of how
valuable that assistance is.

T

he first story from W. Bro
Brian Gage of Bow Lodge,
No. 7751, brings the
requirement for the second Air
Ambulance that we are funding
into personal focus…
"On the evening of May 8th
2007, my son Adam Gage was
involved in a collision with a
vehicle at Chingford Hatch, E4.
I was just about to dine at the
Ilford Mason Centre following a
meeting when I was called out
to be informed. The air
ambulance was called out at
17.59 - amazingly it was
actually going offline at 18.00.
It was the decision of the
medical team and the pilot, but
being as dedicated as they are,
they took the call.
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“Adam had suffered a brain
trauma and if it were not for
the dedication of the team,
Adam would not have survived.
He was taken to the Royal
London Hospital for emergency
surgery where a bolt was
inserted to relieve the pressure
in the brain, and spent the next
few days in the intensive
treatment unit. Adam is making
a miraculous recovery,
although it has taken time. In
thanks and appreciation for the
air ambulance he has carried
out much sponsorship,
including as pictured here,
abseiling at Canary Wharf and
free fall parachuting.”

The second story is also involves severe
medical trauma to a young man, but this
time is connected with our recent purchase
of the portable head and neck scanner for
The Royal London Hospital.

A

s we know, thanks to funding from
the MMC, Barts Charity was in
2013 able to purchase a mobile CT
scanner for the Intensive Care Unit at
The Royal London Hospital, the UK’s
flagship trauma and emergency care
unit which has pioneered new
approaches to trauma care, greatly
increasing patients’ chances of survival
following major injury. Since its
installation in 2013, the mobile CT
scanner has been of huge benefit to
patients with serious head and neck
injuries, allowing urgent CT scans to be
performed at the bedside and avoiding
complicated and lengthy transfers to
the static CT scanner several floors
away. Angus Swanson (18 at the time)
sustained a life-changing head injury
and was treated at the Royal London
Hospital. He and his family attribute
part of his recovery to the access that
the trauma team had to the portable
scanner as this letter from the Swanson
family illustrates.
“On October 6th 2013, in his second
week at university, our eldest son
Angus was critically injured whilst
playing rugby for Kings College
London. Due to the severity of his
injuries he was airlifted to the Royal
London Hospital. We travelled
immediately from our home in
Monmouthshire, Wales to London to
discover that Angus was in theatre and
had suffered massive internal bleeding
due to a haemorrhage on the right side
of his brain. A large part of his skull had
to be removed to give his brain room to
expand without pressure and the
delicate act of keeping him in a degree
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of stasis had begun. Angus spent 3
weeks in a coma whilst the doctors
dealt with damaged lungs and a
heart that stopped beating in
addition to a head injury that was
ever fluctuating.
As you can imagine this was a
devastating time for us as a family,
our only comfort was that it was very
clear to us that clinicians had access
to an amazing array of diagnostic
equipment and therapies. What
amazed us was that the instruments
came to Angus and not the other
way round and he never had to be
moved, the delicate balancing act
was so much easier to manage. The
portable CT scanner meant that
every time there was a problem (of
which there were many) there was a
near instant diagnosis that allowed
the team time to formulate solutions.
Angus fought back from all this
with the staff performing an amazing
job. We are in no doubt that these
elements working together saved his
life and gave him the best possible
basis to begin his long road to
recovery. Angus was discharged
WINTER 2016

from the Royal London Hospital in
November 2013 and rehabilitated
nearer to home where he has
relearnt to walk and built up his
processing skills. From there he
came home and continues with daily
intensive physiotherapy. Incredibly,
Angus is returning to Kings College
London to restart his course in
September of this year. We are very
proud of him and we are amazed to
be in this position.
Looking back through the diaries
we kept during the most difficult
period in our lives, it is almost
impossible to convey the feelings of
desperation and hope we
encountered but we do know that
without the dedication of the staff
within the NHS and the people that
support those institutions through
their benevolence and kindness the
outcome would likely have been
very different. We are aware that the
London Freemason’s have played a
significant part in Angus’ recovery
and we are sincerely grateful”.
Sharron Swanson, Mother of Angus
Swanson

RW Bro. Russell Race, Metropolitan
Grand Master at the time,
commented "London Freemasons can
be justifiably proud that it was 'our'
portable CT scanner that assisted
Angus in the first stages of his
recovery". Shortly after his going
back to King's, we contacted Angus
to follow up his progress and he met
with members of the Connaught
Club (pictured), several of whom are
past or present students, like Angus,
at London Universities. There is an
interview with Angus on the BBC
News website which shows the
incredible fight-back Angus has
made at www.bbc.co.uk/news/ukwales-33545238.
In a final codicil to this dramatic
but happy story, Angus will be
Initiated into Freemasonry (subject
of course to ballot!) on March 22nd
2016. arena, on behalf of all its
readers, wishes him well for the
ceremony!
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INSTALLATION DAY
FOR THE NEW
MetGSupt/MetGM
RW Bro. / E. Comp Sir Michael Snyder was formally installed as the
new Metropolitan Grand Master and Metropolitan Grand Superintendent
in a double ceremony on 21st October last year. W.Bro David Pugsley,
LGR (Chapter) and Bro. Neil Thomas Allen (Craft) give their personal
viewpoints of the ceremonies, both unique occasions…
Bro Pugsley writes: The augurs were
not good. A rainy Wednesday
morning in London is about as far
removed as possible from the
splendour of the Grand Temple.
Nevertheless, here is my story as a
Metropolitan Grand Chapter
Steward. This is my first active post
in ‘Met’ and although I appreciate
ours was the tiniest part of this grand
occasion I hope this 'Steward's
viewpoint' is informative to both
those present and those who
couldn’t make it.
It was an early start but we all
arrived at Grand Lodge ready,
willing and able to do our small part
in the proceedings. I am sure that all
of us who have any feeling in our
bones will never get used to the
scale and magnificence of the Grand
Temple, even before the candles are
filled with oil and the ornaments
arranged.
There are eight of us. We are the
stewards of Metropolitan Grand
Chapter. None of us has done an
installation such as this before and I
am sure we hope that with our new
Ruler firmly seated that another will
be a long time off. A hint of nervous
energy and an understanding that all
eyes will be on you, adds piquancy
to the occasion and the time passes
surprisingly quickly. The first
rehearsal puts our minds at rest.
Another makes us realise that it is
not just us who have to get it right!
We enjoy our part in a well-oiled
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machine, each secretly hoping that
we don’t end up being the errant
piece of grit. Many of us have
experience of well-run ceremonies
and we know it starts with getting
the basics right. An element of
everyone knowing their part and
starting to move just before their cue
so that the result is moving exactly at
the right time provides a sharpness
that is necessary for the big stage.
The clock ticks slower and slower.
We get the call. Hearts race whilst
faces try to remain outwardly calm
and dignified. We line the
processional route from the Grand
Officers Robing Room to the temple.
One of the things that occur to the
ordinary mason about the spaces
around the Grand Temple is how
they are specifically designed for
such occasions. All too often in our
Masonic lives we walk slightly
‘squished’ in order to accommodate a
specific layout. Not in the Grand
Temple, everything is designed for
the ceremony to go well. No dodgy
carpet or squeaky floorboards to
blame here!
We enter in procession and from
then on the time passes in a blur.
Looking back on it, moments pop
out at you. The sound of marching in
step as we enter and leave; the
feeling of awe to see the Grand
Temple so full on such a waterlogged
day; parts of the ceremony like the
new Grand Superintendent entering
the Temple. All of these add to the

memory and as we depart the
clapping of our Companions fills the
air and provides an auditory coda.
So what does it mean for our
Metropolitan Chapters? The Pro First
Grand Principal, Peter Lowndes
spoke about looking forward and E
Comp Sir Michael Snyder, the newly
installed Metropolitan Grand
Superintendent, gave a generous nod
to his predecessor whilst nicely
setting the agenda for his, we trust,
long and successful office.
And for me? In the big scheme of
things as a Metropolitan Grand
Chapter Steward we had a small part.
However, I loved being involved,
seeing what goes on behind the
scenes and I’ve certainly recalibrated
what ‘good looks like’ in terms of
ritual!

Bro Allen writes: Following lunch
where Sir Michael had spoken both
humbly and modestly about his
appointments, the number of
Brethren in Grand Lodge increased
noticeably for the Installation of Bro
Michael as Metropolitan Grand
Master.
After the procession into the Grand
Temple, the Deputy Metropolitan
Grand Master, RW Bro. Michael Ward
opened Metropolitan Grand Lodge
and greeted everyone informing
them to expect an “excellent and
historical afternoon”. The Grand
Director of Ceremonies, Oliver
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Lodge then oversaw the entry
procession of the Pro Grand Master,
MW Bro. Peter Geoffrey Lowndes.
Deputy Grand Master, RW Bro.
Jonathan Spence and Assistant
Grand Master, RW Bro. Sir David
Wootton then occupied the Senior
and Junior Warden’s Chairs
respectively.
After a short pause Sir Michael
entered in procession with members
of Lodges with which he has a
connection forming part of his escort
and after taking his obligation he was
installed into the chair of
Metropolitan Grand Lodge. His
Deputy, Michael Ward was then
reappointed followed by the
Assistant Metropolitan Grand
Masters.
Sir Michael’s second address of the
day was most special, where he
spoke fondly of the initiatives that
his predecessor, Past Metropolitan
Grand Master RW Bro. Russell Race,
had put in place and he confirmed
that they would continue in a similar
vein to take London Masonry from
strength to strength.
Proceedings were then brought to a
close and the brethren all went their
separate ways after an enjoyable and
entertaining day. I think in Sir
Michael Snyder, we can rest assured
that we have a committed and
capable Metropolitan Grand Master
to take London Masonry forward.
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MetDepGDC's Advice:

LITTLE HEARD
AND SELDOM NOTICED
W. Bro Simon White, SLGR,
writes:

A

t the most recent
DC’s seminar run by
the Met DC’s team, a
number of themes were
discussed and perhaps
some Masonic Myths were
dispersed.
One particular issue
that kept coming up for
many participants was
that of standing in for
Officers or members who
could not perform a piece
of the set ritual, or
alternatively being the
only person who had ever
learned the piece.
We have all seen the
DC himself stepping in to
fill the gap.
Whilst one of the
criteria for being a good
and useful DC may very
well be the ability to
perform ritual to a high
standard of accuracy and
delivery the Metropolitan
Team explained that in
the same way as the
director of a stage play
would not suddenly
appear in front of the
audience and deliver
some lines, the Lodge DC
should be little heard. One
of his planning activities
should be to ensure that
there is cover for all the
speaking parts of the
ritual, and if necessary
divide the work amongst
multiple members to
enable maximum impact
on the Candidate. After
all a change in voice can
be very helpful for

understanding what is
being spoken, and
reducing the burden on
any single member to
learn and be responsible
for one particular part of
the ceremony.
The planning of this
may take a little time to
embed among the
members and so early
warning for those coming
out of the chair is advised
if they are to be expected
to deliver a Tracing Board
or Traditional History
during the Masonic year.
Keeping Past Masters’
involved with the ritual is
also useful for the
continuing health of the
Lodge and their continual
interest.
The other common
theme was that of having
a DC who is constantly
moving around the
Temple, and being
involved with the other
parts of the meeting
which are not ritualcentric. Ballots, minutes
and working tools are just
some of the areas which a
well prepared DC should
have organised and avoid
becoming involved always assuming
membership numbers
allow.
These things will allow
the meeting to run
smoothly, and the DC to
be little heard and seldom
noticed: the best
combination for that job.

