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ne of the challenges of starting a
new role is that you are never
entirely sure what you have taken on.
As a new 'Deputy', I realise that it's
our Metropolitan Grand Master for
whom I have to deputise, and anyone
familiar with Sir Michael will
appreciate that there is a huge range
of activity with which he is involved,
so I suspect my trepidation is well
founded!
There's another 'new boy' in town;
his challenges are a little more
predictable, but infinitely more
important. So in my first arena
editorial, please let me introduce you
to 'Walter', and for those of you who
haven't quite put two and two

together, he is "our" new air
ambulance.
Photographed in Parliament Square,
and looking fabulous in spring
sunshine, arena's cover shows
'Walter' with Square and Compasses
livery and "London Freemasons" on
his side. Mark Vickers, Chairman of
London Air Ambulance's Trustee
Board, has given us a heartfelt "thank
you" but Charity and caring for others
is a fundamental part of what we do
as Masons so our tangible support to
those who crew and maintain the
Ambulance day by day is just as
important.
It's always nice to be thanked but
it's a much greater pleasure when the

thanks are from such a worthy cause.
Every London Freemason should
watch the new video from W. Bros
David Neale and Giles Cooper on the
MetGL/MetGC YouTube page at
www.youtube.com/watch?v=ynQrlm
15L2o&feature=youtu.be
As I take on my role as a Deputy
Metropolitan Grand Master, can I add
my own thanks, not only for the
money already raised - a staggering
£1.5 million - but also for the
continuing efforts I know you will all
make as we head into that last stretch
of raising the final £500,000. Well
done London, and again, thank you.

6)035402+
Dear arena Readers,
It seems we’ve all
been busy across
Metropolitan Grand
Lodge. From what I’ve seen in social
media, and particularly the ‘Met’
Facebook page and other sites, it
seems to have been a great period for
visiting and meeting brethren old and
new. This edition of arena includes a
number of regular updates including
those from the Connaught and Kent
clubs, as well as the sporting news
from the Met sports clubs. We
continue our "Lodge Visiting" series
with a particularly well-written piece
(!) on the Livery Lodges of London. We
also discover a lot about the history of
the Metropolitan Masonic Charity,
review some great masonic careers

and see updates on our donation to
London Air Ambulance and other
initiatives, along with descriptions of a
number of fascinating Lodge and
Chapter events in the following pages.
From a personal perspective this is
the second edition of arena I’ve
worked on and my knowledge of the
Craft in London has grown
immeasurably during my short time of
being involved, which has been hugely
enjoyable. As I’ve said before, in order
to keep arena up to speed, we need
contributions from individuals,
Chapters and Lodges who haven’t
contributed before. As you will see
from pages 9 and 12 of arena, and the
situations vacant page on Porchway
(here) there are a number of vacancies
in the Communications team, so if you

would like to help - do email
d.robertsjones@metgl.com. As we
reach the peak of the second half of
the season I sincerely hope all of you
are enjoying your masonry, looking
forward to seeing your fellow
members of Metropolitan Grand Lodge
and Chapter and contributing to
Masonry in London and beyond.
W. Bro Rod Glyn-Thomas
Assistant Editor, Arena
ERRATUM:
In the last edition of arena,
it was erroneously said that
W. Bro Andrew Manasseh PSGD,
MetGInsp was a PM of South West
Surrey Installed Masters’ Lodge 5965
(Surrey). This is not the case and we’re
happy to correct the error.

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS OF NEWS OR OTHER ITEMS TO NEWS@METGL.COM
SPRING 2016

3

27(5'1&647%2/517/*62/
Bro. Sunny Nirala reflects on joining the craft...

B

efore I explain why I decided to
join the craft I think I should
describe the context of my life when
I started to think about becoming a
Mason. After losing my father at the
age of 19 I went on a journey of selfdiscovery, to understand who I really
was and what I wanted to make of
my life. I became the head of the
house overnight and this
responsibility changed me forever. I
was a 19-year-old looking for a
purpose. Over the following years I
realised that to be truly happy, I had
to have some level of impact on the
lives of others and add real value to
them. It was for this reason that I
made very specific choices over the
years. In addition, my work in global
telecoms and the banking sector
over the years has added to my to
my overall life experience and I now
continue to develop myself as part of
large well known management
consultancy firm. I am a lifelong
student of life itself, which has
allowed me to continue to grow.
My interest in Freemasonry
stemmed from many conversations
with a close uncle of mine on topics
such as self-discovery, self-
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actualisation and the development of
society through the betterment of
the individual. After quite some
time, and meeting with existing
members as well as my proposers, it
was clear that my belief in one
Supreme Being stood intact.
Similarly, it became clear that
through Freemasonry I could meet
and enjoy the company of likeminded individuals as well as people
I could become close to over a
lifetime, all with the view of
becoming a better man. After
having made the decision to join
Freemasonry, I looked forward to
being initiated.
Prior to being initiated however, I
met with Bro. Satnam Brar, initially
just outside Farringdon tube station,
and then Bro. Philip Summers just
outside Chancery Lane tube station a
few weeks later. The various
discussions I had with them both
revolved on my outlook in life, the
journey I had taken to date and the
reasons for wanting to join
Freemasonry. Some of the discussion
also touched on recent holidays and
trips abroad. I was quite clear in my
own mind that the primary reason

for joining was for growth in my
character and personality. The
course was set for initiation day, 6th
January 2016.
Having now been initiated into St
Thomas of Acon Lodge no.5233, I
recall during the ceremony, my state
of mind was that of being in the
moment and for this reason I
enjoyed every part of it. I also recall
listening intently to the teachings,
words and advice given - and
thinking at the time that that I am in
good company! The dinner after was
delicious and the company even
better. As I was part of a double
initiation, it was nice to know
someone else that had just gone
through the process. The most
memorable part of the evening was
raising a toast to all Brethren and
being welcomed by all into my lodge,
and of course winning a copy of
arena in the raffle!
As I continue my journey in
Freemasonry, I look forward to
connecting with like-minded
individuals and being an integral
member of the craft.
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W. Bro David Neale, LGR, PDepGSuptWks (East Kent)
Deputy Metropolitan Communications Officer, gives us
an update on progress with the latest MMC appeal…
It may be helpful at the beginning to
state for those brethren not able to
attend the Annual General Meeting
of MetGL on the 3rd of March that
the MetGM then announced that
London had raised £1.5 million and
that we needed to keep going to
reach our £2 million target by
October.
Since the last arena, we have also
seen "our" helicopter's launch into
service at a special ceremony
attended by the local MP, Ms
Rushana Ali and other local
dignitaries as well as W. Bro Stratton
Richey, PSGD, MetGInsp,
representing the MetGM whose
schedule did not allow him to make
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the launch, together with
W. Bro Tony Shields, PGStB, the
Metropolitan Grand Charity Steward.
A short video has been produced by
me and W. Bro Giles Cooper, which
you can see at
youtu.be/ynQrlm15L2o and which
captures the perfect weather that
morning! Knowing how busy
London is, you will also be
unsurprised to learn that the
helicopter took an emergency call
whilst were on the roof and had to
leave to deal with an emergency! It
was a moment of great pride to see
the square and compasses logo and
the words “London Freemasons"
prominently emblazoned on it.

We were also very pleased to hear
that London Air Ambulance had
launched a competition for children
to give a name to the second air
ambulance. The competition was
won by young Megan, a resident of
Fulham in London,, who is pictured
alongside and who gave it the name
"Walter" - and arena, its front cover
caption!
As we continue our final
fundraising push to hit the target, I
look forward to sharing more news
with you in the next edition!
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Consistently arena's most popular series,
we continue "Men at the Top" with W. Bro
Nigel Penn, PSGD, our latest interviewee…

O

Nigel and Sarah at about the
time of Nigel's Initiation.

Masonic Career
1984 Initiated Lodge of Reunion No. 5618
1986 Joined Old Bedfordian Lodge No. 4732
1990 WM, Lodge of Reunion No. 5618
1992 WM, Old Bedfordian Lodge No. 4732
1998 LGR
2001 Joined Lodge of Three Grand Principals
No. 441
2004 WM, Lodge of Three Grand Principals
No. 441
2006 SLGR
2007 Joined Cambridgeshire Installed Masters
Lodge No. 7429
2007 VO
2008 Joined Old Union Lodge No. 46
2009 AGDC
2012 SVO
2014 MetGInsp and PSGD
6

ne of Nigel's earliest
memories is a masonic one.
He remembers attending and
enjoying a fancy-dress party
arranged by Freemasons for the
younger children of masons, at
the old Masonic Hall in Princes
Street, Northampton. Obviously
this indicates that Nigel's Father
was a mason, but his family
connection with the Craft goes
deeper than that, with Uncles,
close family and farming
friends also being members.
Born to a farming family on a
working farm in
Northamptonshire, he was
introduced early to the concept
of helping out around the farm
and indeed to shooting, riding
and an active, physical lifestyle.
In his case, this was
transformed into a participation
in and enjoyment of sports that
he retains to this day. At the
age of seven he went away to
board at Winchester House
Preparatory School in Brackley,
Northants and after common
entrance, attended Bedford
School from the age of 13, again
as a boarder. Here he excelled
at sports, particularly Rugby,
Squash, Tennis and Cricket. He
also found time to learn the
piano (to what he describes as a
very modest level), a fact that
has instilled a lifelong love of
music in him. Another great
love, perhaps not quite to be
elevated with the description of
'sport' is cribbage, a game which
he says he has now been
playing for over 57 years and
still plays in the local pub
regularly! Equally long-term, he

has been a lifelong supporter of
Northampton Saints RUFC (the
local team) since attending as a
youngster with his father - also a
long-term supporter.
After school he went to the
College of Estate Management
in London where he learned the
full range of services connected
with the industry, staying in
London to join his first
Surveying Practice. In fact he
was to remain in London until
he was 41. Whilst at College, he
and his friend decided to attend
a ‘hop’ at the College of Estate
Management, where a party of
nurses from Guy’s Hospital
attended. He met a young
nurse, Sarah, also aged 18, who
had co-incidentally just started
her training as well. Five years
later they were married! Nigel
and Sarah have two children
Hannah, aged 34 and Joseph
aged 32 respectively and
latterly, a grandson, Sebastian,
aged ten months.
Nigel and Sarah spent many
hours, days and months
renovating their first flat and
two subsequent houses in
London prior to moving to
Cambridgeshire. It was however
whilst renovating the second
house, with two very small
children, one salary and a
thundering great mortgage that
Nigel joined freemasonry! Nigel
has always enjoyed home
improvement work but he
admits that on some occasions
now he does call in workmen.
Nevertheless in carrying out the
above renovations he has
rewired three flats/houses,
ISSUE 24
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Nigel with Hannah and Joseph.
He had a moustache in those days!

carried out extensive carpentry and
plumbing work, and redecorated all
three inside and out. His present
house in Cambridge is thankfully in
good order.
Sarah left Guy’s having obtained a
new post at Barnet Hospital to
become a Theatre Sister by the
relatively early age of 24. Nigel was
working hard in Estate Management
and, at the age of 32, noticed (what to
him was easily recognisable) a
"special" small case that his then boss
used on certain days. Knowing what it
was from his family connection, he
raised the topic and things took their
course with enquiries being started as
part of the normal course of
acceptance into his boss's Lodge.
Tragically however, in the interim, his
boss passed away, leaving Nigel
without a sponsor. This delayed his
entry into the Craft by a short period
as he regrouped from this setback, but
finally things came together and he
was Initiated into the Lodge of
Reunion No. 5618 in 1984, aged 33, at
the Old Sessions House in
Clerkenwell.
Nigel found Freemasonry very
much to his taste and was placed on
the ladder quickly. The Lodge had
high standards in the performance of
its ritual, which Nigel had no choice
but to emulate, especially as weekly
LoI was not just the norm, but a
requirement! The fact that he was
proficient in the second degree
tracing board many years before
going through the chair, tells its own
story. Nigel was Worshipful Master in
1990/91 and WM of the Old
Bedfordian Lodge No. 4732
immediately thereafter in 1992/93.
Alongside his love of Freemasonry
is Nigel's love of Sport and
SPRING 2016

Nigel with Sarah and Hannah
at his first Ladies Night.

particularly Rifle Shooting, where he
is still active in both small bore and
full bore. He was previously Captain
of London, subsequently Captain of
Northamptonshire and represented
the GB rifle team on four overseas
tours, being appointed its Captain
most recently in 2013. He
represented England on one tour and
shot for England in the National in
2000, where, he notes with glee, that
England won against the other home
nations! It is of course inevitable that
these two loves came together in his
founding membership of Sit
Perpetuum Chapter No. 5725, where,
like some other "shooting" London
MetGInsps we have encountered in
earlier editions of arena, he attends
Convocations in Bisley, the home of
the national shooting ranges, where it
meets. Former MetGInsp Jon Leech
was the second First Principal and
Nigel was the third.
In 1992, he joined Mountview
Estates PLC, based in London, in a
senior management role, taking inhouse responsibility for their
thousand-strong portfolio of
residential rental units. By the time
Nigel retired some 23 years later the
company had nearly 4000 residential
units and the staff had more than
doubled.
At the same time as joining
Mountview Estates, he moved to
Little Shelford in Cambridgeshire
where he still lives and where he is in
two "local" lodges - the Lodge of Three
Grand Principles No. 441 (PM) and
Cambridgeshire Installed Masters
Lodge No. 7429 as well as his Londonbased mother Lodge; his old school
Lodge, Old Bedfordian No. 4732, and
his red apron Lodge, Old Union No.
46.

Nigel and Sarah today.

Hannah’s wedding day.

Five things you didn't
know about Nigel Penn:
1) Brought up on a farm
2) Is a long time supporter of
Northampton Saints RUFC.
3) Plays cribbage (local pub)
and snooker usually
weekly. Has played
cribbage for 57 years!!
4) Is keen on gardening but
says "I do mechanical
gardening: mower,
strimmer etc. Sarah is the
green fingered one!”
5) Keen amateur
photographer.
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Brethren who read the report in the last edition of arena on medical
funding will have perhaps noted the final paragraph where it stated that the
subject of the article - university student, Angus Swanson, whose recovery
from a deeply serious injury had been aided by masonically-funded medical
equipment - was due to be initiated into Freemasonry in March.
arena followed up to cover this
story and was duly present at the
last meeting of Honor and
Generosity Lodge No. 165 when Bro.
Swanson was Initiated into
Freemasonry alongside three other
young men who were joining this
University Scheme Lodge. Whilst

"multiple" ceremonies are
completely normal for University
Scheme Lodges and indeed virtually
de rigueur in London's Scheme
Lodges as a result of high demand, it
was clear that the Lodge had worked
hard to provide a truly impressive
blend of ritual and ceremonial

excellence for the four candidates. It
is thus a great pleasure to report
back to you as readers, that Angus
and his brother-initiates had a great
ceremony, bringing full circle an
interesting and frankly, heartwarming tale of masonic life in
London!

Friends of the RMBI
44th Annual Charity Ball
Saturday 11th June 2016
E-mail Tickets and Enquiries to tickets@frmbi.org
Printable Booking Form also available on request

President
R.W. Bro Geoffrey Gordon Dearing
Provincial Grand Master of East Kent

Tickets
inclusive of
wine
£97.50

This year Geoffrey Dearing will be President of the “Friends of the RMBI”
and will host the 2016 Summer Ball at the Grange City Hotel Coopers Row,London EC3N 2BQ,
next to the Tower of London
Music and Dancing to a 16 piece Orchestra

Perfidia
Tickets will only be confirmed on receipt of a cheque

Tel: 020 7863 3700 for special rooms rates quoting reference ‘RMBI Ball’
Champagne reception 6.30pm - Dinner 7pm - Carriages 11.45pm
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As usual, W. Bro Corrado Canonici was amongst the first to see
this exhibition in the new exhibition space in the Prince Regent
Room, now an annexe to the Library and Museum.

2

017 is the Tercentenary of the
formation of the first Grand
Lodge. The latest Library and
Museum of Freemasonry exhibition,
“300 Years of Freemasonry”, opening
in its "new" home is an apt warm-up
for the celebrations.
It is a very good idea having
moved the exhibition out of the
Library and Museum of
Freemasonry, in this way it has
more space and impact; and the
modern displays used are another
welcome addition in bringing this
exhibition in line with modern
tastes.
The first feeling while entering is
pride; this exhibition makes one feel
proud of being a Freemason. The
Grand Master’s throne, built in 1791,
commissioned to be used, as I
understand, by Masons who are part
of the Royal family, towers in the
centre of the hall, immediately

visible from the entrance. Several
historical objects of interest are on
display: the first Constitution of
Freemasonry compiled by James
Anderson in 1723, the first Charges
and Regulations of the Antients.
Masonic magazines, poignant objects
Masons use in their own homes as
well as aprons, regalia, cases, jewels
are also on display.
A clever addition to the exhibition
is the interactive area. The
interactive part about symbolism
shows different tracing boards whose
several parts can be touched in order
to show their symbolic explanations.
The video about processions is
beautiful, showing how important
processions were in the past as part
of society and how they are
becoming important again, one
example for all the Lord Mayor’s
procession regularly attended by
Freemasons for a few years in recent

times.
The section on Women
Freemasons is a nice surprise, as
well as the curtains obscuring the
hall featuring words like “Duty,
Fraternity, Contemplation, Sacred,
Justice, Peace”; a classy and
meaningful touch. I am not sure how
I feel about the section on criticism
to Freemasonry; we have so much of
it on the internet already, do we
need to see it here as well? I would
have honestly preferred seeing at its
place a section about ancient
Masonic history and its spiritual
side, the so-called esoteric part
which so many members and
prospective members find intriguing.
Last but not least, our effort in
charity is highlighted, an important
part of nowadays Freemasonry.
Well done. “300 years Of
Freemasonry” is nothing short of
exceptional.

Charity Contact Officer (x6) WANTED
The Metropolitan Communications Team is looking for six brethren to join the
team and assist as volunteer Charity Contact Officers.
The MMC and The Grand Charity make many donations to charities and the
Communications Team works with those charities to make sure that brethren
and the wider public are appropriately aware of the donation. Contact Officers
also keep in touch with the charities so that we can see the difference our
donation has made over time. We understand the pressures of volunteering on
home life and guarantee that contact time is likely to be less than an hour or so a
week if averaged out. Training will be given but those interested volunteers
should be fully IT-literate and have access to a telephone.
If interested, please contact d.robertsjones@metgl.com with a brief introductory note
and a contact telephone number.
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W. Bro Edward Harford, PAGDC and W. Bro Joe Keaney help arena
to take a brief look at a pair of distinguished masonic careers

F

ifty years ago W. Bro Bill Stern
PGStB and RW. Bro The Hon
Viscount Gough, PSGW, became
Masons. Both of them have been
stalwarts of their lodges, West
Norwood Lodge 3598 and Prince of
Wales lodge 259, respectively.
On the 21st December 2015 West
Norwood Lodge were delighted to
receive W. Bro David Nunn, SGD, to
honour Bro. Stern and present him
with his 50th certificate. During his
time in the Lodge Bro. Stern has
been Master twice in 1975/6 and
2000/1 and held nearly every office
within the Lodge, in particular Lodge
Almoner. In addition, Bro. Stern is a
founder member of Mandalay Lodge
9383 as well as a member of its
daughter Lodge, Thurlow Park lodge
5476.
On Tuesday 26th January, Bro.
Gough was presented with his
certificate to commemorate his 50
years in Freemasonry by VW. Bro
Christopher Oldham PGSwdB. The
Prince of Wales's Lodge was formed
in 1787 by His Royal Highness,
George, Prince of Wales, probably at
the suggestion of the Chevalier
10

Ruspini, His Royal Highness's
surgeon-dentist, a zealous and
benevolent freemason, who in the
following year, founded the Royal
Masonic Institution for Girls. The
warrant of the Lodge is dated 20th
August 1787 and was granted by His
Royal Highness the Duke of
Cumberland, then MW Grand Master
and signed by the Earl of Effingham,
Acting Grand Master and Sir Peter
Parker, Deputy Grand Master. The
members of the Lodge were
permitted to wear a border of "Garter
Blue" on their aprons by order of a
warrant signed by HRH the Duke of
Sussex MW Grand Master dated 13th
December 1830. The Lodge became
a Red Apron Lodge in 1816. As you
can see from the photographs this
means that members of this lodge
have somewhat striking aprons.
West Norwood Lodge is one of a
family of Lodges sponsored by the
daughter and descendant Lodges of
the Royal York Lodge of
Perseverance No.7, warranted in
September 1769, and was conceived
to provide facilities to business men
living in and around the West

Norwood locality in South London.
West Norwood Lodge was
consecrated on the 12th April 1912 at
Freemasons' Hall, Great Queen
Street with VW. Bro Sir Edward
Letchworth, Grand Secretary of the
United Grand Lodge of England
presiding.
Outside of Freemasonry,
W. Bro Bill has been awarded the
Silver Wolf, the highest honour
in scouting, after a career in the
movement in excess of 60 years.
W. Bro Bill has also been a Trustee of
several charities, both Masonic and
Non Masonic. Similarly, Bro. Gough
has been heavily involved in
charitable work including Cecilia
Charity for the Blind, the
Schizophrenia Research Trust and is
also Prior of the Grand Bailiwick of
Scotland in the Order of Saint
Lazarus. The order aims to relieve
the suffering of the sick and
disadvantaged.
Both brethren have given ample
service to the Craft and the
community at large and are to be
commended for the service that they
have both provided.
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W. Bro Justin Gray, LGR,
Secretary of The Parachute
Regiment Lodge, No. 9315,
introduces a little of the
Lodge's history and then tells
us about a "double-double"!

The WM, his officers and the Initiates.

L-R, W. Bros Ian Whitley, Steve Petty,
Richard Powis and Peter Digby,
Bros. James Palmer and Harry Hickey,
W. Bro Joel Keryell.
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he Parachute Regiment,
colloquially known as "The
Paras", is an airborne infantry
regiment of the British Army. The
1st Battalion is permanently under
the command of the Director
Special Forces in the Special
Forces Support Group (SFSG). The
'Paras' provide the capability to
deploy an infantry force at short
notice, in the most demanding
circumstances. As such, it is
trained and ready to form the
spearhead for the Army's rapid
intervention capability.
At a meeting of the Founders of
its Lodge on 29th March 1988, it
was the original intention to have
the title "The Parachute Regiment
and Airborne Forces Lodge", to
encircle the camaraderie of the
Airborne Forces in general. This
name was considered too long so a
compromise was suggested, that
the name of the Lodge should be
'The Parachute Regiment Lodge'
and to use the Airborne Forces
motto "Ad Unum Omnes", not the
Parachute Regiment's motto
"Utrinque Paratus".
The Lodge was consecrated on
the 5th June 1989. One of the
Lodge's honorary members had
personally raised and led the 2nd
Parachute Battalion, the late RW
Bro. Brigadier E.W.C. Flavell who
always followed the progress of
the lodge with a keen interest.
Since that time the Lodge has
gone from strength to strength.
Moving to the present, on
Saturday, 5th March 2016, the
Lodge initiated four candidates
(this being the second time in two
meetings that the Lodge has
carried out such a double-double
Initiation). This is a somewhat
rare achievement in its own right

arena

but was made even more special
because one of the Initiations
involved the Worshipful Master
initiating his eighteen-year old son
who is thus possibly the youngest
Lewis in London at the moment.
The ceremony began with the
Lodge Secretary reading out two
dispensations, one for Mr. Harry
Conner Hickey, the Worshipful
Master’s son, and the other being
for the multiple ceremonies taking
place. The first double Initiation
ceremony was that of Bros. Hickey
and Riches, and was conducted by
the Worshipful Master, W. Bro Ed
Hickey. The second double
ceremony was that of Bro. Robert
Bert and Bro. Jordan Campbell,
and was undertaken by W. Bro
Mike Palmer, the Assistant
Secretary who thanked the
Worshipful Master for allowing
him to Initiate his son-in-law.
Bro. Paul Beagle and Bro.
Matthew Gray delivered the
Working Tools and the First
Degree Charge was delivered by
W. Bro Peter Digby. The
Ceremonies were conducted in a
very sincere manner by all the
Officers and particular mention
should be made of the Junior
Deacon, the acting IPM’s son,
whose ritual was excellent and
whose workload was considerable.
Then W. Bro Richard Powis, LGR,
the Lodge Mentor welcomed the
Brethren and presented them with
their welcome packs. All Brethren
then retired to Parkers for an
excellent Festive Board.
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Comp Ashley Saltman describes a
wonderful journey of fifty years
through the Royal Arch

O

n Saturday 19th March
2016 at the regular
meeting of Borough of
Finsbury Chapter 3901 the
regular agenda showed there
was a special item - to
present fifty year certificates
to E Comp Derek Lester
PAGDC and a fifty-six-year
certificate to E Comp Edward
(Ted) Williams SLGCR. The
presentations were made by
E Comp Keith Tallon,
DepGSwdB, the Second
Metropolitan Grand
Principal, accompanied by E
Comp John Hubbard, PGSoj,
MetGInsp and E Comp Chris
McDonald, PGSoj, MetGInsp.
As well as the Companions
of the Chapter being present
there were also many of
their other Chapter friends
from across Masonry in
attendance to see the
presentation and wish them
well. On behalf of the
companions of the Chapter,
the MEZ presented Derek
and Ted with an engraved
Quaich each (a special kind
of shallow two-handled
drinking cup or bowl from
Scotland). Both were
instructed to bring them to
the Festive Board were they
would be filled with Whiskey
to Toast this magnificent
occasion. During the
meeting the Three Lectures

were delivered to an
excellent standard.
Derek and Ted were
business partners originally
and have been firm friends
since. Ted brought Derek
into Freemasonry and in
1963 in St Johns Lodge No
167 he Initiated, Passed and
Raised him.
They both joined Borough
of Finsbury Chapter 3901 in
1966 Ted as a Joining
Member and Derek as an
Exaltee. Ted has since moved
to Cornwall but has
remained a Country Member
and Derek stayed in London
and as well as pursuing new
business ventures, Derek
immersed himself into
Freemasonry in various
Lodges and Chapters across
London and was promoted in
1986 Past Assistant Grand
Director of Ceremonies.
After a wonderful meeting
the Companions reconvened
at Parkers where the Festive
Board took place starting
with the usual decorum, but
soon took on the air of
joviality that the occasion
demanded. After all
Companions Lester and
Williams have thoroughly
enjoyed their fifty-year
voyage through the Royal
Arch together, and plan to do
so for many years to come!

WANTED: Assistant
Communications Specialists (x4)
The Metropolitan Communications Team is looking for four brethren to assist
as volunteer Assistant Communications Officers. Your work will be very wide
ranging and interesting and is likely to include the drafting and production of
Press releases and the reporting of internal/external events. The ability to spot
a good story as well as the usual IT abilities, access to a telephone and
flexibility will definitely be an advantage! We understand the pressures of
volunteering on home life and guarantee that the time involved can be
specifically tailored to your availability but is not likely to be less than one
evening a month when averaged out.
If interested, please contact d.robertsjones@metgl.com with a brief introductory note
and a contact telephone number.
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W.Bro Lewis Clement lets us know what is
happening amongst the youngest members of ‘Met’.
Relentlessly busy: the Connaught Club is as active as ever
with events, lectures and meet-ups happening every
month, providing a forum for young Masons to meet
enthusiastic fellow members of the Craft. Since the last
arena, we are proud to announce the successful
completion our recent charity rowing event, “Thames to
Change”, where brave and naive members of the Club
rowed the impressive distance of 700km in
tandem in order to raise funds and awareness
for Rethink Mental Illness. The Club has raised
over £3,000 for the charity, along with £2,000
for the London Air Ambulance Appeal, with
much of these funds coming from sales of our
charity pin. These are still on sale, please
contact the Club if you wish to buy one and
support these charities.
The Club has recently had its AGM and I
have been elected as its new Chairman, with
Bro. Colin Luther-Davis as my Deputy. During
his tenure Bro. Mitch Merrick-Thirlway has
dedicated all his spare waking hours to the
Club and we are greatly indebted to him.
So, what’s coming up I hear you mutter? Well
we continue to have our monthly meet-up at
the Freemason’s Arms on the first Friday of
every month. Please do drop in and say hello
(and enjoy the free buffet!). Coming up on the
6th May 2016 is the Club’s Open Reception.
This event is a great opportunity invite
Masons, friends, wives, girlfriends and partners
to step past those imposing brass doors and
enjoy the splendor of the Grand Temple at
Freemasons’ Hall, and to hear talks on
Freemasonry, the Club, and our future.
Following these talks, there will be a wine and
buffet reception and the obligatory unplanned
trip to a local nightclub. Please spread the
word, dear reader, and come and join us!
Summer events this year will include a Cycle
Tour of ‘Masonic London’, a seminar for Past
Masters entitled ‘Beyond the Chair’, and our
annual picnic. Please keep checking our
website for further announcements at
www.connaughtclub.org or contact Lewis on
lewis@connaughtclub.org.

SPRING 2016
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Bro. Richard Criddle looks back at
Kent Club history and looks
forward to upcoming events

T

he Kent Club was formed to
provide a forum for London
based Freemasons over the age of 35
to socialise and to develop
masonically through networking,
learning and visiting. Since last year,
the Club has introduced an annual
subscription and membership
currently stands at well over 100
brethren.
We’ve seen the Club recently visit
Rosslyn Chapel in Scotland, co-host
an interview with the then
Metropolitan Grand Master in
conjunction with the Connaught
Club (our sister organisation), visit
the Churchill War Rooms and hear
talks by the Grand Secretary and the
Deputy Grand Chancellor. Every
quarter we also hold a Social
Evening – either in Mark Masons’

Hall or in a pub near Freemasons’
Hall.
By the time you read this article,
we will have visited the “Crime
Museum Uncovered” – a major
exhibition at the Museum of London
using never before seen artefacts
from the Metropolitan Police’s Crime
Museum (aka the Black Museum).
We will also have visited Temple
Church, the English headquarters of
the medieval Knights Templars, in
the Inner Temple. You can read
more about these in the next issue of
arena.
Looking ahead, our Social Evening
on 3 May will actually be combined
with a tour of the Hammerton
Brewery. The evening promises to be
a real treat for beer-lovers! We’ll walk
around this working brewery, get a

chance to see, smell and eat some of
the malt and hops used and, of
course, try a number of beers
straight from the fermentation tanks!
On 23 June we will be holding our
Annual Dinner in the stunning Great
Hall of St. Bart’s Hospital. This
venue never ceases to impress, as
you walk up a staircase decorated by
Hogarth before sitting down to dine
in the fantastic 18th century Hall.
Other plans in the pipeline include
tours of the Guards’ Museum and the
Museum of the Order of St. John.
Details of all our activities – and
how to join the Kent Club - can be
found on our website
(www.kentclub.org) or by contacting
info@kentclub.org.

A date for your diary...
>> 27TH SEPTEMBER 2016 <<

THE BEHN QUARTET
Music by Ravel, Borodin and Mozart with
favourite poems read by some very senior masons
In the presence of
RW Bro Sir David Wootton, AGM
and RW Bro Sir Michael Snyder, MetGM
Gallery Suite, Freemasons’ Hall
14

Book online here:
http://tinyurl.com/htecenx
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W. Bro Alain Gherson and W. Bro John Walden report...

T

he Annual Meeting of
Metropolitan Grand Lodge, held
in the Grand Temple, Freemasons’
Hall on Thursday 3rd March 2016, is
the flagship event of the Craft
Masonic Year in London. All
members of London Lodges are
members of Metropolitan Grand
Lodge and all Master Masons are
entitled to attend the meeting.
Commencing at 10:45am, the main
business of the morning session was
the investing, by the Metropolitan
Grand Master RW Bro. Sir Michael
Snyder, of those Brethren who have
been promoted to Senior London
Grand Rank. The ceremony was
graced by a number of very
distinguished Brethren including,
from the United Grand Lodge of
England, the Deputy Grand Master
RW Bro. Jonathan Spence. The
morning session is unusual in that
even though it is a formal Masonic
event with Brethren attending in
regalia, non-masons, particularly
wives and families are encouraged to
attend to observe and support the
Investiture of the deserving
recipients. After the National
Anthem was sung, the Brethren
retired to the Connaught Rooms for
the Festive Board.
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VW Bro. Simon Duckworth,
OBE DL, and VW Bro. Stephen
Fenton were appointed as
Deputy Metropolitan Grand Masters;
W.Bro Ian Sabin and W. Bro Ian
Wellesley-Harding were appointed
Assistant Metropolitan
Grand Masters; an additional eleven
Metropolitan Grand Inspectors were
also appointed; and the present
Metropolitan Grand Inspectors (with
the exception of Jon Leech retiring
on health grounds) were reappointed. The Metropolitan
Grand Master remarked that these
structural changes were intended to
reduce the number of individual
lodges each Inspector would have to
focus on, and reduce the workload of
these senior Metropolitan roles. The
remaining officers of Metropolitan
Grand Lodge were then appointed/
reappointed.
Former Metropolitan Grand
Inspectors were invested with
collarets to mark the service they
have given to London Masonry.
During the session, the
Metropolitan Masonic Charity held
its Annual General Meeting. It was
reported that there had been a
significant increase in charitable
expenditure to a total of £503,453

with grants made to 57 different
charities, compared to the previous
year of a total expenditure of £93,158
to 37 charities. We also heard that
the appeal for £77,000 for ‘PlasmaJet’
equipment for the Bart’s Cancer
Centre has been successfully
completed, providing it with an
additional resource against ovarian
and other cancers. The Metropolitan
Grand Master spoke with pride about
the fundraising efforts of London
Freemasons, and announced that the
amount raised for the London Air
Ambulance appeal had now reached
£1.5 million, but still had more to do
to honour our pledge.
The meeting was then closed with
due ceremony and was a
magnificent occasion that will long
be remembered by those being
appointed to office and those who
came to support them, perhaps the
more so, if they were not masons
and making their first visit to the
magnificent Grand Temple!
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W.Bro Bob Corp-Reader OBE, PDepGSwdB a trustee
of the MMC, explains to W.Bro Rod Glyn-Thomas the
background of the charity and describes its focus on
charitable work in London.

T

here has been Masonic giving in
London for hundreds of years.
Back in the mists of time we can see
lodge minutes describing gifts and
support of the needy. In 1997
London began the process of
becoming autonomous and from this
London Management was formed. It
was through London Management
that the real aggregation of London
charitable work got underway
through the foundation of the
London Masonic Charitable Trust
(LMCT) in 2000.
The LMCT had two primary
objectives, firstly to channel
donations from Lodges and Chapters
to the two non-masonic charities
chosen each year by London
Management and secondly as a
benevolent fund for the relief of
distressed London Masons and their
dependents. The LMCT focused on
London charity projects where a
relatively small sum of money being
gifted would enable significant
results into the project which that
particular charity supported.
One of the first sponsorships
undertaken by the trust was the
funding of a four-year
apprenticeship for a young stone
mason to work at St Paul’s Cathedral.
At the time it was shrouded in
scaffolding as extensive exterior
refurbishment was being
undertaken. The then Deputy
Metropolitan Grand Master, RW Bro
Russell Race, would accompany the
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trustees on visits to such charity
projects. On one such visit Bro. Race
was invited to see for himself the
work being done on the outside of
the dome of St Paul’s. Bro Russell
wasn’t a big fan of heights so he
kindly deputed myself (similarly not
great at heights) to go up with the
senior stone mason whilst he had
doubtlessly a much more enjoyable
coffee with the Dean! The very next
visit was to the Air Ambulance
helipad on top of the Royal London
Hospital in Whitechapel-similarly
perturbing for us!
Since 1997 it has been the
custom to select regularly certain
non-masonic charities to aid specific
projects or specialist equipment.
This has included the following,
Alone in London, The Asthma
Research Charity, The Royal
National Institute for the Blind, The
Royal National Institute for the Deaf,
The Prostate Cancer Research
Charity, The Children’s International
Eye Centre at Moorfields Eye
Hospital and the Children’s Country
Holidays Fund. This custom has
carried through to the current appeal
for the London Air Ambulance.
By 2004 this support for nonmasonic charities was being very
well received by the benefiting
charities and had grown to the extent
that non-masonic giving in London
exceeded masonic giving. This,
inadvertently, had led to the
masonic charities receiving less

income from London. At the same
time, these charities and particularly
the RMBI found themselves needing
income to increase significantly in
order to meet the commitments
made. So Metropolitan Grand
Lodge/Chapter re-emphasised the
need to support the masonic
charities through its charity
stewards, information officers and
visiting officers.
In 2005 at the Annual General
Meeting the Metropolitan Grand
Master, RW Bro. the Rt Hon Lord
Millet, pledged London’s especial
support for three years to the RMBI.
This was particularly successful and
in the first year almost one million
pounds was raised. However, bearing
in mind that the RMBI’s annual
running costs per year approached
five million pounds (at that time), it
was clear that plenty of work
remained (and remains) to be done.
The LMCT changed its name in
2010 to the “Metropolitan Masonic
Charity’ (MMC). There was
confusion between the Masonic
“Library and Museum Charitable
Trust” and the “London Marathon
Charitable Trust” both of which also
used the abbreviation of LMCT! The
MMC Trustees had no intention of
entering the London Marathon and it
would take a brave man to refer to
them as ‘museum pieces’!
Since then the MMC has continued
with this policy of making small
grants and supporting Metropolitan
ISSUE 24
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Metropolitan Appeals (chronological)

Appeals (see list to the right). This approach allows the
MMC to direct its giving to worthwhile causes in an
appropriate manner whilst ensuring that the donations
are used as effectively as possible.
The MMC has recently set up the “Metropolitan
Almoner’s Fund” (MAF) which is administered solely by
the Metropolitan Grand Almoner, to enable emergency
grants from the MAF to be made to London Masons, or
their dependants in times of desperate need.
The MMC also considers providing ‘Matched Funding’
to Lodges and Chapters to support their charitable
giving in cases where there the giving has a specific
connection with that Lodge or Chapter.
Recently you’ll doubtlessly have seen that we’ve
delivered the new helicopter, the London Air
Ambulance, having raised about £1.5 million so far. It
may be tempting to move on with donations away from
the LAA. However, the helicopter needs specialised
equipment and constant upkeep so it is important to
ensure we keep ‘the ball rolling’ to ensure we fulfil the
£2 million commitment we made to the LAA in short
order. Shortly, we are also due to provide five NHS
emergency response vehicles for use within the Greater
London area. (Ed: This will be covered in the next
edition of arena)
London Masons should be justly proud of these
achievements in supporting the people and charities of
London. Some examples are shown on the following
pages so, when someone asks you about London
Masonry, you can point to these successes.

• Children’s Country Holiday fund-£147k+
• Moorfields Children’s Eye Hospital -£206k+
• Royal National Institute for the Deaf£163k+
• Prostate Cancer Research -£540k+
• Royal National Institute for the Blind£158k+
• RMBI-£6,300,000+
• Bart’s Hospital ‘Cyberknife’ £3,500,000+
• London Air Ambulance £1,500,000 so far
of the £2Million commitment made.
Totals:
Appeals
Small Grants

£12 Million plus.
£ 1 Million plus.
£13 Million plus.

The MMC Trustees are:
Chairman:
RW Bro. Rex Thorne, OBE, PMetGM;
Treasurer:
RW Bro. Quentin Humberstone, GTreas;
Secretary:
VW Bro. Brian de Neut, PGSwdB;

A photograph for arena
of the MMC Trustee Board will be taken
at their next meeting and shown
in the next edition.
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W. Bro Bob Corp-Reader, OBE, PDepGSwdB
and W. Bro Augustus Ullstein, QC, PAGReg.
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W. Bro. Stuart Sherriff went to investigate…

T

he Freemasons’ Grand Charity
has donated £30,000 to English
National Ballet to support their
pioneering work with people living
with Parkinson’s across the
country. The grant will enable
English National Ballet to deliver
the Dance for Parkinson’s project
in Cardiff, Ipswich, London,
Liverpool and Oxford, and extend
the programme to new locations.
Dance for Parkinson’s helps
people living with the disease to
have a better quality of life by
overcoming the physical, social
and cultural barriers associated
with the condition. Professional
dance artists and musicians deliver
weekly classes inspired by English
National Ballet’s repertoire in the
dance studios. The charity aims to
directly benefit 1,000 people with
Parkinson’s annually and to
provide support for carers, friends
and families, who can also
participate in the dance classes.
One participant who took part in
the project in London said: “The
ballet did make me urgently want
to move more, and move better
and hinted at how this might be
possible.”
Fleur Derbyshire-Fox,
Engagement Director at English
National Ballet, says: “We have
long-believed in the power of
dance as a transformative and
liberating activity that can bring
joy and well-being benefits to
people living with Parkinson’s. A
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mixed-methods research study
with the University of
Roehampton – the most significant
study into the benefits of dancing
with Parkinson’s, as seen within
English National Ballet’s
programme and over a period of
three years – confirmed the
impact of this programme,
highlighting that dance is a
meaningful activity to participants
that brings many long term
benefits and is valued highly by
them. We are so happy that we can
continue to provide this service
and take it to new areas of the
country.”
Chief Executive of The
Freemasons’ Grand Charity Laura
Chapman said: “We are delighted
to support the wonderful work that
English National Ballet does to
help people affected by this
debilitating condition. English
National Ballet’s Dance for
Parkinson’s programme provides a
creative outlet that resonates
deeply for participants on
intellectual, social and emotional
levels.”
Classes are delivered in London
at English National Ballet’s studios
in Kensington, as well as
nationally, in collaboration with
regional Hub Partners National
Dance Company Wales, based in
Cardiff, ‘DanceEast’ in Ipswich,
‘MDI’ in Liverpool and Oxford City
Council. For more information,
visit www.ballet.org.uk.
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Bro. Noel Haynes describes a contribution
to this London Charity by the Metropolitan
Masonic Charity

T

he London Centre for
Children with Cerebral Palsy
(the Centre) has been providing
educational services for children
with cerebral palsy since 1963.
Situated in Muswell Hill it caters
for children from all over London,
as well as Essex and Hertfordshire.
As well as having neurological
damage resulting in amotor
disorder like cerebral palsy, many
also have associated learning
difficulties and limited
communication skills.
The Centre provides a recently
expanded early intervention
service, for babies and toddlers and
parent and child groups up to the
age of five. The Centre also runs
an independent school for 3 to 11
year olds and training for parents
and professionals. Each service is
essential as children with cerebral
palsy need to be taught skills
others learn as they mature.
Conductive education was
developed for children and adults
with physical disabilities resulting
from conditions affecting the
central nervous system. The aim is
for them to develop conscious
control of their muscles and
movement early on, before bad
habits are acquired e.g. hands are
often fisted in cerebral, so that
they cannot be used purposefully.
Children are helped to develop
skills which they will need in
everyday life: crawling, rolling or
walking. Many children take their
first steps at the Centre.
The grant of £7,500 will fund

SPRING 2016

seven days of specialist
Conductive Education teaching
programs. Sarah a bubbly nineyear-old who attends the Centre,
faces many challenges. She has
mixed spasticdystonic quadriplegic
cerebral palsy, she also has
dysarthria. These conditions mean
she has involuntary movements in
all her limbs, trunk and facial
muscles and her speech and
breathing are also affected.
Through conductive education
she is learning to control her
involuntary movements and is
developing head and breath
control and clearer articulation.
Her and the Centre’s aim is to
enable her to be as independent as
possible.
Jo Honigmann, CEO said, “We
greatly appreciate the generous
support of the Metropolitan
Masonic Charity, members are
making a lasting difference to the
education and ongoing personal
development of our young pupils.
Together, we are transforming
many lives.”
The Centre is currently running
a Capital Appeal to develop a new
Centre and school in Muswell Hill,
which will include a hydrotherapy
pool which will not only be a good
resource for the pupils'
development but will also raise
much needed revenue when
hired.
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The Freemason’s Grand Charity donates to medical
charity that helps adults suffering with brain injuries.
W. Bro John Little, SLGR, went to find out more.

T

he Freemason’s Grand Charity has
made a donation to the Royal
Hospital for Neuro-disability (RHN), to
help fund specialist care for adults
with brain injury and illness. Founded
in 1854, the RHN finds ability in
disability and seeks to advance the
science of care through research and
education, helping to achieve the best
possible quality of life for everyone
living with neurological disability.
The RHN is a national medical
charity, independent of the NHS. They
work to improve the lives of adults
affected by severe neurological
disability through specialist long term
care and rehabilitation.
The grant of £50,000 will help
provide a centralised brain injury
rehabilitation hub. The aim of the hub
is to create an environment that will
enhance patients’ experience and aid
healing. Currently, the RHN cares for
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220 people and has three wards
providing care for 62 patients who
have suffered a brain injury.
The RHN plans to create this new
rehabilitation hub as a part of their
commitment to provide the best
environment possible for all their
patients and residents. It will help
ensure that people who have suffered
severe brain injury are in an
environment which supports healing
and aids in their rehabilitation. The
specialist therapists at the RHN
provide speech and language therapy,
physiotherapy occupational therapy
and hydrotherapy. Holistic therapies
are also an important part of
rehabilitation and include music
therapy, therapeutic art and
‘aquability’. Through these multidisciplinary processes, the RHN can
help people to improve their mobility
and regain independence.

Paul Allen, Chief Executive of the
Royal Hospital for Neuro-disability,
said: “The Freemasons’ Grand Charity
is a great supporter of the work of the
Royal Hospital for Neuro-disability.
This very generous donation of
£50,000 for our Brain Injury Service
will ensure that we provide a world
class environment for all the people
that we care for with brain injuries.”
Chief Executive of the Freemasons’
Grand Charity, Laura Chapman said:
“The RHN does incredible work
helping people whose lives have been
dramatically altered through
neurological conditions and brain
injuries. Rather than focusing on the
disability, they practise a holistic
approach that respects each patient’s
individual needs and wants, ensuring
they live as fulfilling a life as possible.”
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Bro. Noël Haynes went to find out how the Hospice used our support...

R

ichard House was the first
children’s hospice in London.
Operating out of Newham, it provides
palliative care to children and families
across London, embracing the
physical, emotional, social and
spiritual elements of care through
from the point of diagnosis, through to
death and beyond. Improving the
quality of life for families who have a
child with a life-limiting or lifethreatening condition is at the heart of
its work. With the help of our support
(among others), their teams of experts
deliver holistic care to over 200
families each year, helping them to
live for today and create positive
memories for tomorrow.
Living with a life-limiting or lifethreatening condition affects the
whole family, and everyone needs a
different kind of support. With the
support of the Craft, Richard House
has been able to offer Family Support
Services to the whole family - children,
parents and siblings - including
therapeutic play activities, events and
outings, spiritual care, counselling,
bereavement support and specialist
support groups. With our support,
specifically from the MMC, families
can look forward to trips to Harry
Potter World and Brighton, sibling
sleepovers, family activity days,
bowling, family discos, a film club and
other groups such as Mums4Mums
and Siblings groups. Many of the
families that they work with are from
some of the poorest boroughs in the
SPRING 2016

This is Calvin Muwanga who uses the hospice. Calvin was born prematurely and has
complex medical needs and a life limiting illness, pulmonary hypertension.

UK, so these services and activities are
often a life-line.
The staff at Richard house told me
that the support received from the
Freemasons over the years has been
invaluable. Indeed, they would like to
be able to thank Freemasons directly
for their support and on July 29th will
be holding a 'Show and Tell' event at
the hospice for Masons and their
families to attend. They are planning a
garden party with a series of activities
delivered by children, staff and

families that will show the kinds of
support donations from Freemasons
have helped to achieve. It will also
allow you to speak to staff and families
from Richard House and other
members of the Masonic community.
If you are interested in attending the
Show and Tel event on the 29th July,
contact Sarah Dyer, Richard House
Children's Hospice, Richard House
Drive, London E16 3RG, Tel: 0207 540
0226
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Born in Chiswick
between Fullers
Brewery and the
Thames, it was
perhaps inevitable
that Robert Grant
would grow up to
love London Pride
beer and Rowing!

Masonic Career
1978 Initiated into Lodge of
St. James No. 765
1994 LGR
2001 Exalted into Manor of St. James
Chapter No. 9179
2003 SLGR

T

he middle son of three boys,
Robert attended the local
grammar school and embarked on his
rowing journey at 12. As all rowers do,
he and his brother Pete trained
obsessively and in all weathers.
Together they won the Schools Head
of the River Race, the National Schools
Championships, the National Juniors
and competed at Henley Royal
Regatta. They had grand designs as
ambitious young oarsmen, of being
the first brothers to represent GB in
the Olympic coxless pairs, but these
aspirations were quickly dashed when
Pete suddenly decided to join the RAF
Police. He was posted to Northern
Ireland in 1969 deployed in
combating the IRA, which was to
prove highly significant in both their
lives.
Robert left school after 'A' levels,
one of which was in German probably attributable to the fact that
his role model was the German and
Rowing master, a driven man who
never viewed second place as
acceptable. Using his fluency, Robert

joined British European Airways at
Heathrow as a Passenger Service
Officer for a year, but even the lure of
film star air hostesses couldn't relieve
the boredom and his yearning for
excitement. He had also met his wifeto-be, Sheila.
They met at a local party and there
was an immediate bonding, however
they never followed up on that
mutual attraction. Sheila was a GB
gymnast and a couple of weeks later
was training in a local school gym,
where by chance Robert was also
training with his Rowing Squad.
Literally bumping into her as she
emerged from her sister's Morris 1000,
their attraction was confirmed and
they married four years later,
celebrating 44 years marriage in May
this year. They have a son Paul and
daughter Julia, both of whom have
followed in their parents sporting
footsteps, becoming fine all-rounders,
gaining Blues for Football, Golf and
Netball at the Universities of Bath and
Exeter as well as 2:1s in Physics and
Sports Recreation Science. Both

2006 Joined Aldersgate Chapter of
Instruction No. 1657
2007 Visiting Officer (Craft)
for Metropolitan Grand Lodge
2008 First Principal - Manor of
St. James Chapter No. 9179
2010 PGStB
2011 Senior Visiting Officer (Craft)
2012 MetGInsp (Craft) and PSGD
2012 PGSoj
2013 Joined Clerkenwell Lodge of
Installed Masters No.9628
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National Schools Regatta Pangbourne 1967.
Robert is actually fourth from the front!
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The Hilton Hotel bomb
devastation 1975.

pursue successful careers in
communications and underwriting in
the City of London and have produced
four grandchildren, ages ranging from
5 to 1 to run their Grandma and
Grandpa ragged.
In 1970 Robert was persuaded to
join the Met Police by a family friend
and local policeman, Ginger
Holloway, and he was posted to
H Division, at Limehouse in London's
East End. This was a massive cultural
shock as he had left the safe haven of
Chiswick for the backyard of the
notorious Kray twins. His first tour of
duty as a 20 year old was on the
'station van' (affectionately known as
the 'Meat Wagon') deployed outside
the gates of West India Docks. There
was an infamous pub, Charlie
Brown's, from where drunken seamen
would stumble at closing time to fight
on the pavement. He recalls
attempting to spring from the van
armed with his solitary wooden
truncheon. McAvoy the van driver, a
WW2 veteran who was watching the
brawl whilst rolling his Old Holborn

cigarette grabbed him and yanked him
back into the van, instructing him to
wait until the brawl had finished and
only then to move in and arrest them.
Sound advice indeed: never leap into
any situation but remain calm cool
and focused!
Robert describes this part of his life:
"I always wanted to be a Detective,
having grown up watching No Hiding
Place and Drag Net, loving the mohair
suits, the mirror-polished brogues and
the aura that surrounded the CID. I
was accepted into the detective
branch in 1973, displaying a natural
flair for criminal investigation work
and finding 'my home'. On being
promoted to Detective Constable in
1974 I was posted to the new elite
Bomb Squad at New Scotland Yard
commanded by DAC Ernest 'Ernie
Bond' OBE a distinguished soldier, co
founder of the SAS and a senior
London Freemason (whose life was
reviewed in arena 13 passim). My
squad was deployed in targeting an
IRA Active Service Unit (ASU) which
was bombing bombing London,

The Mighty Quin 2016.

Five things you
didn't know about
Robert Grant:
1) Loves cooking Indian and
Italian food
2) Has a passion for the
Ballet, Classical music and
the Blues
3) Has only missed one
Henley Royal Regatta in
42 years (2001 British
Lions rugby tour
Australia)
4) Got it horribly wrong in
2011 canoeing the rapids
at Symonds Yat, on the
River Wye, narrowly
avoiding a calamity!

The 'Sand Dance' PTA panto 1984.
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5) Has climbed all of the
highest peaks in the UK
and bagged 50
Wainwrights in Lakeland
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causing many casualties.
I investigated numerous high profile
bombings including the Tower of
London, Harrods and the Hilton Hotel
where a Pan Am aircrew waiting in
the lobby for their bus were blown up
by an IED. Arriving at the hotel,
seeing the massacre and having to
undertake the forensic examination of
the scene had a profound effect on
me. I became more objective and
focused, trying to block emotions from
interfering with the investigation. We
eventually arrested the IRA bombers
at the Balcombe Street Siege and I was
awarded a High Commendation in
connection my work".
But it was working in the Bomb
Squad that inadvertently led him to
Freemasonry. In August 1975 he was
in the company of Captain Roger
Goad GC, BEM, a Met Police Bomb
Disposal Officer at the retirement
party for Ernie Bond. Roger talked
about Freemasonry in a way which
commanded interest and respect. A
few days later however Robert's Squad
was called to Kensington Church St
London where the IRA ASU had
planted a bomb which exploded as
Roger attempted to defuse it. He was
killed instantly. The seed had been
planted however and in 1978 Robert
was initiated into the Lodge of St.
James No. 765, by one of his former
Scotland Yard bosses. His Police
career flourished, with promotion and
postings to the Flying Squad 'Sweeney'
in the 1980s; the Regional Crime
Squad in the 90's and culminated as a
Deputy Senior Investigating Officer
on the Serious Crime Group,
investigating murders in South
London. Coincidently, on leaving the
RAF, his brother Peter also joined the
Met in 1973 and became a much
respected Detective serving on the
Flying Squad and Regional Crime
Squad ensuring the 'Grant Boys'
tradition of duty and service was

maintained.
Despite his hectic professional
career, Masonry was always at the
forefront of his life. "The Craft was
strong in the Met at that time", he says
"I suppose it was the tradition, sense
of discipline and ritual that appealed
to me, but I also prided myself on
being a bit of a thespian with such
sterling performances as the Giant in
Jack and the Beanstalk and the Sand
Dance at Paul and Julia's school PTA
pantomimes". It was here he was
heckled by a raucous crowd of
'Sweeney' officers and their wives. "I
don't think I've ever recovered from
the pelting!" he says. "That experience
of treading the boards naturally
progressed to my becoming Lodge DC
in 1990" In doing this he followed a
tradition of ex-Met Police DC's in the
Lodge of St. James, holding the post
for 10 years together with that of
Preceptor, where he was also able to
nurture and guide young Masons. He
was WM in 1985 and again for the
150th Anniversary of the Lodge in
2009.
Robert retired from the police in
2000 and after taking the family on
the 2001 British Lions rugby tour to
Australia, joined Universal Risk
Solutions a risk management
company in the City as Director of
Risk Operations. His role
surveying/investigating internal fraud
in banks and financial institutions
took him all over the world. After a
further ten years of eventful risk
management work he decided to hang
his boots up and retire whilst still
ahead of the game. Sheila for one was
delighted and with new grandchildren
on the scene, the timing was
propitious.
His social life and pastimes (when
his grandchildren and Masonry
permit), revolve around Golf, Rugby,
Fell walking and Music. A member of
Royal Blackheath Golf Club for 25

years and Knole Park GC in
Sevenoaks, he loves the challenge of
never being able to conquer the game.
He recalls that he derived immense
satisfaction in 2014 from winning the
MetGL Golf Society President's Prize.
On the 19 July 2002, his daughter
Julia's birthday, within three days of
each other his son Paul and he both
had a hole-in-one at Royal Cinque
Ports and Ipswich GC, respectively. As
Robert says, "it's often the small things
in life that give you the most
pleasure!"
arena asked Robert to point out
what appeals to him about
Freemasonry… "I'm passionate about
assisting others to develop and
maximise their potential and believe
this is one of the most important
aspects of Freemasonry. It was this
desire which led me to become a
MetGL VO and has been the most
satisfying aspect of my masonic
journey, as I believe that in some
small way I have been able to help
those who have come within my
sphere of influence. I love the
opportunity it has provided to interact
with other Masons during Lodge
visits. I also think that having a
'common touch' has enabled me to
empathise and connect with grassroots Freemasons who are so crucial
to the ultimate success of MetGL."
As part of this developmental work,
Robert manages the Craft VO selection
and training process under AMetGM,
Philip Summers, a post which he very
much enjoys, taking up the challenge
of identifying and developing new
VO's who fly the flag and who are the
bedrock for everything the Visiting
Scheme seeks to deliver. We all hope
to leave a positive footprint, but it may
be that in choosing the VO's of the
future, the footprint left behind may
be a relatively large one - but wouldn't
you expect that of a policeman?

Robert and Sheila on Mam Tor 2013.
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W. Bro Ian Keech reflects on five years of
MACE-the Inter-Provincial Bowls Competition

I

n August 2011 the LMBA
launched, what is believed to be
the first truly Inter Provincial Bowls
Competition under the title of
‘MACE’ – the Masonic Annual
Charity Event.
MACE is a one-day Bowls
competition open to all Provinces
within UGLE, where all proceeds
must be donated to a ‘local’ Charity,
selected by the Host Province.
Mixed teams [2 must be male
masons] are permitted. The
winners receive the MACE silver
salver plus a replica for their
retention. Runners up receive an
identical but smaller salver.
All Provinces are invited to host
the MACE to ensure we rotate
around UGLE fairly. In that first
year we welcomed 16 rinks from 12
Provinces and we were supported
by the then Metropolitan Grand
Master, RW Bro. Russell Race as
well as two Provincial Grand
Masters. The Cyberknife project
benefitted by just over £3000 raised
in that one day.
Subsequently the enjoyment
and success of that the first event
resulted in MACE being ‘sold out’
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for the maximum of 24 teams each
and every year. Better still, the total
raised for the five nominated
charities is now close to £40,000!
MACE has attracted entries from as
far afield as Devon and East
Lancashire – although the latter
play Crown Green, not Lawn
Bowls!
MACE has had Gloucestershire;
Cambridgeshire; Somerset and
Northamptonshire as host. This
year the Province of Suffolk will be
the host at Ipswich on Friday 12th
August. In 2017 MACE will be
hosted by the Province of Dorset in
the historic town of Dorchester.
Such is the popularity of MACE
that many competing brethren
have made it into a Bowling
weekend with a dinner or musical
evening arranged by the host
Province. The LMBA has much to
be proud of with this unique event
in the Masonic Bowling calendar.
Should any Metropolitan
bowling brethren been keen to form
a rink of 4 players to compete in
future years, do please contact Ian
Keech [ian.a.keech@btinternet.com
or 01707 659656] for details.
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W.Bro John Massmann provides his
regular update on Metropolitan Golf

T

he Metropolitan Grand Lodge
Golf Society (the Society) has
released its schedule for 2016 in its
Newsletter, which is sent out to
every member that has provided
their email address. 2016 will be a
very busy year, with a three Inter
County events already arranged.
The season starts on 27th April at
the West Essex Golf Club, for the
annual challenge match against East
Kent Golf Association for the ‘Russell
Race Trophy’.
On the 9th June there will be an
Inter Province match with the
Middlesex Golfing Association acting
as host, again at the glorious course
of Northwood Golf Club. The
Society hopes to retain the ‘Best
Province Cup’ (for teams who hail
from outside the Middlesex
Province).
We’ve promised Warwickshire
Golfing Association to visit them this
year, and we have a confirmed date
of 21st June at the Hearsall Golf
Club, where it is hoped that we’ll
have at least 3 fourball’s
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representing the Society on
Warwickshire Captain's Day. Full
details of Hotel accommodation for
the previous night are obtainable
from the Society Secretary.
The showcase event of the year
will be the MMC Charity Day, which
will be staged at the Hertfordshire
Golf Club on Wednesday July 13th.
Last year over 70 golfers graced the
fairways, and nearly 90 dined, so the
event is not without its major
supporters. (Please note the new
date as it had to be changed due to
circumstances beyond our control).
This event will be eighth such
Charity day, all previous days have
been organised under the careful
stewardship of W. Bro Indu Chatrath
- who has announced that this will
be the final one he oversees. For
future years, he has handed the
reins over to me, but I’m always on
the lookout for people to help
support the logistics of the Society
and its events.
On August 9th the Society visit a
new venue at Leatherhead Golf

Course, this event being staged and
arranged by Society Chairman –
W. Bro Bob Hancock. We hear that
the course is demanding and a good
pair of legs will be needed (or a
buggy!) Many emails of support for
this event have already been
received, and an excellent turn out
is expected.
The final event of 2016 will be on
7th September for W. Bro Simon
McCarthy’s first ‘Captains Day’ and
Bro Simon has selected the
outstanding course at Silvermere for
his day. This will also entail a
rolling buffet to enable brethren and
guests to get away early from the
Surrey venue if they so wish.
Once again I’d like to highlight
that entry to all the Society events is
open to Masons and Non-Mason
guests. We’re also introducing a
membership fee for the Society to
enable the Society to operate better.
Any questions about the Society can
be answered by emailing Bro John
Massmann
massmann@virginmedia.com.
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W. Bro Martin Chalk shares his personal story
and how he is now re-joining Freemasonry…

"

I was initiated into Freemasonry in
December 1986, going along the
path of the Lodge offices over a
number of years and was then
Installed. It was during my time as
WM of my Lodge that the recession of
the early 90's hit me and my business
as a large plastering contractor in the
south east of England. Things got bad
and I almost lost my house, but then
things went from bad to worse as I
was unable to hang on to my family.
We parted, much to my distress and I
went into a state of hopelessness.
Masonry took a back seat in my life
as I desperately tried to keep going.
It was at this time my lodge got in
touch with my wife and helped
financially, my girls getting a laptop
each and being offered places at the

Royal Masonic School for girls. My
youngest spent a very happy time
there and made some lifelong friends.
It would be an understatement to say
I was happy for my daughters. I
cannot describe in writing how I felt
about the help my family were
getting! Then a major shock came
along with the diagnosis that my wife
had contracted cancer and she died
after only a few months. So now
came a time of sorrow for my girls
and difficult discussions amongst us,
but they soldiered on and have now
turned into delightful young ladies.
Things did eventually get better
and during the winter of 2014, I
contacted ‘Met’ to see about starting
my masonic life again, as I missed it
so much. After emailing them I got a

SUBSCRIPTION TO
METROPOLITAN

response by return. I cleared my
arrears of subscription and now have
my clearance certificate and will join
Brixton Ramblers Lodge no 3347. I
would like to thank the staff at MetGL
for their dedication in finding my
records and helping me return to the
fold of brotherly love, relief and truth.
I am now looking to give back the
help we received as a family in our
time of great need.
I end this story with a note to other
brethren who have fallen by the
wayside and stopped attending. Try to
restart your masonic life; it's a place
to hang your hat!”
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Interested in the "Men at the Top" series but prefer to read it in your armchair rather than at the desk?
We have had many readers saying that they would prefer
to read a printed copy of arena and that they don't enjoy
reading it on their iPad, or computer screen. If that is the
case for you and you would be interested in subscribing
for a copy, click below to complete the form

Subscription
Information:
CLICK HERE to
purchase a
year's
subscription to
arena.

electronically or print and fill out the form below. The
cost is £18.00 for a year’s subscription but clearly if there
were significant numbers, that would drop. The data
collected below will only be used for this purpose.



Your name:
Address:

Telephone:
email:

Fill in the form here online or print and return this form to:
The Subscriptions Manager, arena, MetGL/MetGC, PO Box 29055, London WC2B 5UN
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W. Bro Rod
Glyn-Thomas
asked the
secretaries of
the Livery
lodges of the
City of London
a number of
questionsthis is what he
discovered
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T

he Livery companies of the City of
London comprise London's ancient and
modern trade associations and guilds, almost
all of which are styled the "Worshipful
Company of..." their respective craft, trade
or profession. Most Livery companies
maintain their original trade, craft or
professional roles to a greater or lesser
degree; some still exercise powers of
regulation, inspection and enforcement,
while others are awarding bodies for
professional qualifications. In 1515, the
Court of Aldermen of the City of London
settled an order of precedence for the 48
livery companies then in existence, based on
those companies' contemporary economic
or political power. The 12 highest-ranked
companies remain known as ‘the Great
Twelve’ City Livery Companies. Today there
are 110 City livery companies, with all post1515 companies being ranked by seniority of
their creation. Many of these liveries have
their own livery halls and a smaller number
have an associated Masonic Lodge.
Almost all of the Lodges commented in
their answers that they are either growing or
in rude health. A number of them,
particularly Cito lodge 9650 commented that
it had an unusually young average age, due
in part to it being linked to the Worshipful
Company of Information Technology-which,
as an industry, tends to have a younger
demographic. Most of the lodges also
mentioned that they had strong links with
Royal Arch Chapters, often being a ‘feeder
lodge’ for those Chapters. City Guilds
Chapter No 4256 and Paviors and City
Livery Chapter 5646 have a number of the
Livery lodges feeding into them.
Most of the livery lodges follow the livery

traditions of singing grace and having a
loving cup during their festive boards. The
sung grace is normally that from the Laudi
Spirituali. The Ceremony of the loving cup,
which is traditional with many livery
companies, is said to date back to Saxon
times before the Norman Conquest of 1066,
and to derive from the assassination, by
command of Elfrida, of King Edward whilst
he was drinking. As a consequence, a
practice evolved into a tradition, of the
person taking drink having a fellow diner
protect his back from attack, and is
commonplace in liveries and their
associated lodges. Interestingly the Distillers
Livery, when performing this tradition, not
only pass around the loving cup, they also
pass around daggers with which those taking
part can protect themselves.
The favourite tradition of the Livery
lodges according to the secretaries is that of
visiting amongst themselves-the ‘Inter
Livery Lodge Visiting Scheme’. This is a
tradition of the masters of each lodge
visiting the other livery lodges during their
year of office. Due to the sheer number of
such lodges it is difficult for them all to be
visited in the year of office-especially as
some of them clash dates. However, I’m led
to believe that it is possible to do with
sufficient planning. Masters of Lodges
making such visits are often treated as
honoured guests and a number of the
secretaries have pointed out that they’ve
completed the full circuit, and particularly
enjoyed doing so.
Once a brother has passed through the
chair of his lodge and is Freeman or
Liveryman of one of the liveries he is then
entitled to join The City of London Lodge of
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Installed Masters 8220. This lodge
meets in the crypt of the Guildhallthe epicentre of the City of London
and hence all the Liveries. This is a
prestigious lodge and has a number
of the most senior officers of the craft
as members and indeed past masters.
As an installed masters lodge it
regularly runs presentations and
question and answer sessions for the
benefit of the brethren present.
For the freemen and liverymen of
liveries that don’t have an associated
Lodge there is the City Livery Lodge
3752, which regular readers of Arena
will remember recently celebrated its
centenary. This lodge meets at the
Charterhouse and is well known for
its dining and camaraderie. Fine
dining seems to a common theme
across Livery lodges, with Innholders
Hall, The Charterhouse, The
Guildhall and The Bakers Hall being
some of the excellent venues at
which Livery lodges dine.
These, broadly, are the similarities,
however there are far more aspects of
these lodges which make them
unique. Pellipar Lodge 2693 has its
own Ritual-Cartwright. Similarly,
Lora et Aries 5086 has its own Inner
Working and a number of other parts
of the ritual rarely seen in a lodge.
So both lodges are well worth a visit if
you’re looking to see something
you’ve not seen before.
A number of livery lodges are open
to all livery members or a selection of
liveries. However, these lodges
follow their livery’s membership

requirements steadfastly - to be in
some way involved in its particular
trade, whether professionally or as a
hobby. For instance, perspective
joiners of Cito lodge 9650 should be
able to show that they either work in
or can show significant involvement
with information technology.
Similarly, Per Caelum 8602 expects
that you’re a pilot or in some way
involved in flying. Taurus 3981 is
another lodge in the same vein, you
should be involved in butchery or its
industry in some way as it’s linked to
the Worshipful Company of Butchers,
which has that requirement of its
members. Lastly Cutlers 2730 expects
you to be a member of its Livery
associated with sword makers and
surgical instruments.
In conclusion I think there are only
three things that they all have in
common-but what a wonderful three
things to share. Firstly, they are all
linked to the Livery Companies of the
City of London in some way and
share membership with them.
Secondly, they all have their own
unique traditions which aren’t
present in other types of lodges and
they particularly enjoy their place
within the ‘City’. Thirdly and
probably most importantly, as all the
secretaries who responded to my
request have said, they particularly
enjoy the juxtaposition of their being
unique lodges in themselves but
which all enjoy being members of “a
very special group within
Freemasonry”.

The list of Livery linked Lodges is
(with livery in brackets where it’s
not obvious):
Pellipar 2693 (Skinners)
Cutlers 2730
St Catherine 3743 (Turners)
City Livery 3752
Feltmakers 3839
Taurus 3981 (Butchers)
Painters and Stainers 4256
Needlemakers 4343
Laus Deo 4821 (Bakers)
Lora et Aries 5086 (Loriners)
St Julian 5107 (Innholders)
Basketmakers 5639
Paviors 5646
Love and Friendship 6123 (Gold
and Silver Drawers)
Farriers 6305
Poulters 6876
Blacksmiths 7175
Plaisterers 7390
City of London Lodge of
Installed Masters 8220
Per Caelum 8602 (Air Pilots)
Paul’s Wharf 8731 (Carmen)
Cito 9650 (Information Technology)
City Gate 9890 (Security
Professionals)
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We continue this series of articles
on well-known London masons
with a review from well-known
masonic historian, W. Bro
Gordon Davie, PSGD, of the life
of Geoffrey Fisher, a past
Archbishop of Canterbury and
Grand Chaplain of the United
Grand Lodge of England.

Photo credit: Alamy.com
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T

he future Archbishop of Canterbury, Geoffrey Fisher,
who came from a long line of Anglican Churchmen, was
born on 5 May 1887 at the rectory, Higham, in
Leicestershire, the youngest of ten children. Indeed, apart
from his father, his grandfather and great-grandfather had
also served as incumbents in that parish. He went to school
at Marlborough College and later went to Exeter College,
Oxford where took degrees in Classics in 1908, Literae
Humaniores in 1910 and Theology in 1911.
He was a Anglican clergyman in the "muscular Christian"
sense, an ideal which was very popular in the Victorian and
Edwardian eras and which has now fallen out of fashion.
Whilst up at Oxford, he rowed and played rugby football, he
became President of the junior common room, Captain of
boats, and gained a rugby blue. He started his career as a
teacher at Marlborough College but Christianity called and
he went to study at Wells Theological College and he was
ordained priest in 1913. In 1914 he was appointed
Headmaster of Repton School in Derbyshire where he met
his wife Rosamund. They married in 1917 and had six sons
in total.
Whilst he was at Repton, one of his pupils was Roald Dahl
who in his autobiography castigated Geoffrey Fisher for his
sadism and overuse of the cane. This was an unfortunate
case of false memory, as Fisher had left the school before
the time Dahl wrote about (but see the author's note at the
close of the article). It was whilst he was at Repton that his
Masonic career started. He was initiated in Old Reptonian
Lodge, No. 3725, London on 11 January 1916, passed on 10
October the same year and raised on 9 January 1917 (see
also arena 18 passim). He was installed as Worshipful
Master on 10 January 1928 so didn't have accelerated
promotion but served his time before reaching the Chair. He
was a joining member of Tyrian Lodge, No. 253, Derby in
1926.
After eighteen years at Repton, he was offered the
Bishopric of Chester, which he accepted and he was
consecrated at York Minster on 21 September 1932. Now he
was in the Chester diocese he resigned from the Tyrian
Lodge in 1932. However in 1935 he joined the St. Anselm
Lodge, No. 5166, Chester in 1935, and became its Worshipful
Master the following year. He was appointed Provincial
Grand Chaplain of Cheshire in 1936 and was appointed
Grand Chaplain of the United Grand Lodge of England in
1937 and 1939.
In Royal Arch he was exalted in Chapter of Justice, No,
253, Derby on 13 March 1928, which was attached to the
Tyrian Lodge, but he doesn't seem to have progressed and
he resigned in 1932 and never joined another Chapter. A
fact which considering his continued membership of his
Craft Lodge could be considered significant. Why didn't he
stay in the Royal Arch? Could there be something within
the ritual which concerned him? We will never know.
ISSUE 24
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Bro. Geoffrey became Bishop of
London in 1939. The same year he
was elected to the Privy Council.
The Archbishop of Canterbury at
the time was Archbishop Cosmo
Lang who had been involved in the
abdication crisis of Edward VIII.
Lang was replaced by Archbishop
William Temple who was a wellknown Christian Socialist. Whilst
Winston Churchill, the then Prime
Minister, disliked Archbishop
Temple's politics there was really no
other choice than to appoint him.
Archbishop Temple's reign was
relatively short for he was taken ill
and died in 1944. The choice of who
might replace him as Archbishop
was not clear cut however. The
clergyman who was considered the
best candidate was George Bell,
Bishop of Chichester, but
Archbishop Temple had always
considered Geoffrey Fisher as his
natural successor. It was thus up to
Winston Churchill as to who would
become the next Archbishop of
Canterbury. In the end, Geoffrey
Fisher got the nod from Churchill
and it was widely assumed
subsequently that George Bell had
been passed over because of his
criticism in the House of Lords of
the strategy of obliteration bombing
of German towns. While it is
probably true that this greatly
reduced his chances, it is not clear
that George Bell was likely to be the
better candidate whilst the war was
still being prosecuted and feelings
were running strong in the country
about German atrocities.
Anyway in 1945 Geoffrey Fisher
was enthroned as Archbishop of
Canterbury and as such he was the
President of the World Council of
Churches from 1946 to 1954. He
visited the United States and Canada
several times between 1946 and
1960; New Zealand and Australia in
1950; West Africa in 1951; Central
Africa in 1955; India, Japan, and
Korea in 1959 and Nigeria and East
SPRING 2016

Africa in 1960. Amongst other
achievements he revised the
Church's code of Canon Law and
officiated at the marriage of Princess
Elizabeth and later at her
Coronation in 1953 as Queen
Elizabeth II.
In 1961 Geoffrey Fisher retired
and the then Prime Minister Harold
Macmillan (a great reader of the
novels of Trollope concerning the
Church of England) as was the
custom, asked him as to who he
thought his successor should be. He
replied "I have come to give you
some advice about my successor.
Whomever you choose, under no
account must it be Michael Ramsey,
the Archbishop of York. Dr. Ramsey
is a theologian, a scholar and a man
of prayer. Therefore, he is entirely
unsuitable as Archbishop of
Canterbury. I have known him all
his life. I was his Headmaster at
Repton". To which McMillan
allegedly delivered a famous putdown; "Thank you, your Grace, for
your kind advice. You may have
been Doctor Ramsey's headmaster,
but you were not mine." Michael
Ramsey was duly appointed and
history will judge as to who was
right between Harold McMillan and
Geoffrey Fisher!
Geoffrey Fisher was a relatively
uncomplicated man, who was happy
with the Church of England and
wanted to make it work well, but he
was often criticized for his never
having been a parish priest
He retired to Dorset in 1961, but
did not continue his masonry much
after his retirement and he resigned
from St. Anselm Lodge in February
1965 being elected an honorary
member in October the same year.
In his retirement he became
honorary assistant priest in Trent in
Dorset. He died there on 15
September 1972 and was buried in a
crypt in St Andrew's Church, a place
he had chosen himself.

Author's Note; From written
records produced by Dahl
during this period, it does
not appear that he held any
animosity towards Fisher,
and his naming of Fisher as
the person responsible for
the beating was a case of
mistaken identity. The
accusation against Fisher
was extremely controversial
at the time, and led some to
investigate the claims
further. It was later
discovered that the
headmaster responsible was
apparently Fisher's
successor, appointed in
1933, after Fisher left to
become Bishop of Chester.
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W. Bro Jon Cooper explains the new guidance

A

s you may know, a change to the salutations for
present, and former Metropolitan Grand
Inspectors who have served at least two years, was
announced by Grand Lodge. They are now saluted
with five within London lodges. This means that
they are now afforded the same salutations within
their Masonic area as Assistant Provincial Grand
Masters receive in theirs. This is a great recognition
of the work and effort of our MetGInsp’s, and will
help our Provincial brethren to appreciate the
importance of their role in Metropolitan Grand
Lodge.
This may create a small headache for Lodge DC’s
when deciding on salutations at a private meeting.
If a Metropolitan Ruler is visiting officially then
lodge salutations should be given before the Ruler
enters, and guidance will be given by the duty
Escorting Officer, otherwise it is up to the Lodge DC
to decide.
A detailed guidance note will follow on Porchway
in due course, but these points may be of help when
there is not an official visit:
•

Salutation with five only applies to a current
or former MetGInsp when he attends a lodge
under the Metropolitan Grand Lodge of
London. If he attends in the Provinces or
certain lodges that come directly under UGLE
his Grand Rank is still the basis for his
salutation. Typically, a MetGInsp will be a
Past Senior Grand Deacon (PSGD) or Past
Junior Grand Deacon (PJGD) and so receive a
salute of three in those circumstances. Please
remember that a London lodge meeting by
dispensation in a Province still preserves
Metropolitan precedence.

•

MetGInsp’s and former MetGInsp’s are not
Very Worshipful Brethren as their Grand Rank
is unchanged.

•

Metropolitan guidance, in line with Project
Streamline, is to reduce the number of
salutations. We encourage lodges to move
away from multiple salutations, ideally settling
on a single salutation, or even none at all.
This is at the discretion of each lodge, of
course.

•

In general terms salutations in a private lodge
should still be given in Grand Rank order,
unlike the practice in many Provinces where
current and former Provincial Rulers are
saluted before all other Grand Officers. For
example, a former MetGInsp should not be
saluted before a Very Worshipful Brother (e.g.
Past Grand Sword Bearer).

•

It is not good practice to combine the
salutations, for example, a Very Worshipful
Brother and a current or former MetGInsp,
even though they both receive a salutation of
five.

A suggested form of words to describe a former
MetGInsp in a salutation is “W Bro XYZ, Past Senior
Grand Deacon (as appropriate) former Metropolitan
Grand Inspector…..” Please note it is preferred that
“Former” is used and not “Past” as we do not have
past ranks in Metropolitan Grand Lodge.

