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FOREWORD

RW Bro Stephen Fenton
Deputy Metropolitan
Grand Master
Brethren
As we approach the summer, it’s an
excellent time to reflect on an exciting
year. Perhaps the most significant
event was the appointment of RW Bro
Sir Michael Snyder. You will all be
familiar with his background already.
Doubtlessly he will bring his
infectious enthusiasm to the Craft and
Royal Arch in London; but he also
stresses that family life and our
careers take priority at all times.
We were thrilled that the skills and
commitment of RW Bro Russell Race
were recognised in his appointment
as Second Grand Principal, and we
look forward to working with him to
highlight the importance of the Royal
Arch in our Masonic journey.
I believe that our charitable
activities speak volumes of the values
of Freemasonry. This year has been

EDITORIAL
Dear arena Readers,
As ever, it seems that the brethren
and companions of London have been
busy enjoying both their ‘labour and
refreshment’. Since the last edition of
Arena I have been installed as First
Principal (Avenue Chapter 3231) for
the first time and I certainly managed
‘to Labour ‘and to a lesser extent
‘Refresh’ that evening! I’d like to

special, with our enormous
contribution to the second helicopter
for the LAA. If you have yet to see the
launch video on YouTube, I strongly
recommend that you share it widely!
In this edition you will see that we
have also given five rapid response
vehicles to the London Ambulance
Service, bearing the Square and
Compasses in their livery.
We also feature an article on First
Principals Chapters. I am fortunate to
have been First Principal of Euclid
Chapter and despite being a
reasonable PS and having served two
years as MEZ in my mother Chapter,
Paulatim, I did not really understand
the connection and importance of the
Royal Arch until I started to attend
such Chapters. I highly recommend
attendance to you.
With our Tercentenary fast

extend my thanks to the hundred plus
Companions who wished me well in
person and on social media that day.
Whilst saying this I’ve come to realise
that this edition of Arena seems to
have a garnered a particular hue of
Crimson, Purple and Blue about it.
This includes articles on Passing the
Veils, the Metropolitan Annual
Convocation and First Principal
Chapters to name but a few.
Notwithstanding this there is plenty
for brethren to read about, including
the great charitable work that’s been
going on, the Museum at Freemasons
Hall and a variety of Lodge events as
well as an introduction to the
"Tercentenary" celebrations in London,
by RW Bro. Sir Michael Snyder.

approaching, I am certain that you
will be very interested to read the
article by the Metropolitan Grand
Master which details the part that
London will be playing in the
celebrations. Like him, I feel
privileged to be amongst the Rulers of
the London Craft. Masonry is a very
personal experience and I think that
we all derive something unique from
it. I love our rituals, the structure and
traditions, the messages and the
charity; but above all I love the
people. I look forward to meeting
many of you, during my time in
office, and I really hope you reach the
highest levels of enjoyment from your
membership.
Stephen

This edition also includes its regular
updates including those from the
Connaught and Kent clubs, as well as
the sporting news from the
Metropolitan sports clubs. We also see
how the Connaught Club put together
a particularly laborious task for itself to
raise money for its chosen charity better them than me!
As we look forward to the arrival of
the purported ‘summer’ I sincerely
hope all of you are enjoying your
masonry, looking forward to refreshing
yourselves over the summer and
reinvigorating yourselves for a
particularly enjoyable Masonic season
ahead in London and beyond.
W. Bro Rod Glyn-Thomas
Deputy Editor, arena

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS OF NEWS OR OTHER ITEMS TO NEWS@METGL.COM
SUMMER 2016
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THE TERCENTENARY
IN LONDON
As the official celebration period starts, The Metropolitan
Grand Master introduces what London is planning to do
to celebrate those three hundred years of Freemasonry...

L

ondon has always been at the
heart of English Freemasonry
and never more so than now. The
first Grand Lodge was held at the
Goose & Gridiron tavern near St.
Paul's churchyard on St. John the
Baptist’s day, in 1717. On 24 June
we enter the 300th year since that
momentous day and we will
celebrate this remarkable
anniversary with a series of events
right across the constitution with
London providing a particular focus.
Indeed, you will see that the special
"Tercentenary" logo has been given
pride of place on the front cover of
this edition of arena.
I am very excited with the growing
4

programme of London events that is
being developed to complement
those of Grand Lodge as well as the
various Provinces and Districts.
There is much to celebrate and a
variety of ways in which you can
join in. While the main event at the
Royal Albert Hall on 31 October 2017
will be relatively restricted on
numbers because of the venue, we
will ensure through a ballot that
everyone eligible has an equal
opportunity to attend and share in
this once in a lifetime experience.
The full list of events is available on
Porchway and will be updated
regularly.
London, traditionally, has always
been exceptionally generous in its
charitable giving and successive
appeals in support of Cyberknife, CT
scanner and currently the London
Air Ambulance have all
demonstrated the fantastic support
that London masons afford to these
community based initiatives.
The United Grand Lodge of England
has decided against a further
national call on your charitable
giving and has left it to London and
each Province/District to determine
the destination of any local
charitable efforts.
With this very firmly in mind,
London has chosen to focus on
"Volunteering" as the theme for our
charitable contribution to the
tercentenary celebrations. This is
deliberately broad in concept and
will be developed further as the year
unfolds. I want to encourage every
Lodge and Chapter to undertake
some form of additional voluntary
effort in whatever way they can.
This might be a collective effort or,
perhaps because of the dispersed
nature of your membership, on a

more individual basis. Anything that
makes a contribution to any local
community and clearly
demonstrates Freemasonry as a
force for good will be particularly
appropriate.
I very much welcome any
initiative that you may choose to
take up; you might consider adopting
a local good cause or charity, such as
a hospice, scout or guide unit,
homeless shelter, soup kitchen or
even a food bank. Assistance could
be in the form of a working party to
paint and decorate a hall, make
some repairs to infrastructure,
volunteer some time to assist in
running a centre or event. Indeed,
any contribution to the local
community will be welcome,
whether it is as youth organisation
leader, support of some kind to a
local school or work with your faith
or religious community. "Local"
could mean local to your home or
place of work, local to Metropolitan
Grand Lodge or where your
Lodge/Chapter meets or some other
connection (e.g. school, link).
Through the year we will be
launching a variety of
complementary initiatives for you to
participate in either as a Lodge or
Chapter. For example, we aim to
encourage broader organ donation
registration, blood donations, etc. If
you have any ideas that can be
shared across the London masonic
community then do get in touch.
The broader intent is to encourage
anything that complements the
image of Freemasonry as that force
for good. Let us make this a year to
remember not just for ourselves but
all of those who we are able to assist
in some way.
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A YOUNGER MASON SPEAKS...

KRASIMIR
KRASTEV JR.

Bro. Krasimir Krastev, an 18-year-old student from
Bulgaria at the University of Westminster was Initiated
into the Lodge of Good Fellowship No. 3655 with five other
brethren in April 2016. His father, a Freemason under the
United Grand Lodge of Bulgaria, had come from Bulgaria
specially to attend the ceremony, the experience of which
Krasimir describes in his own words…

I

t seems to me that every initiate’s
experience will be different
because we all have unique minds
and everything that happens to you
when blindfolded is astonishing. I
have read four books so far about
freemasonry and they gave me the
basic knowledge about how to act in
front of the members of my lodge.
‘’Level Steps’’ helped me realise that I
am making the right choice. The
more I read, the more interested I
was.
‘‘Do not pray for easy lives, pray to
be stronger men. Do not pray for
tasks equal to your powers, pray for
powers equal to your tasks.’’ People
nowadays want to have easy and
smooth lives. But what they don’t
understand is that they could
become something more than they
already are, but they have to wish for
it to happen and that by doing so you
give yourself the opportunity to
succeed.
‘’Never look down on someone,
SUMMER 2016

unless you are helping him up. This
is how to be a true brother keeper.’’
This is one of my favourite quotes in
Freemasonry and I stick to it in life.
In order to be a good mason you
should be able to give your hand to
anyone who needs it because we are
all brothers. Help is one of the main
prospects for a person in life in order
for him to be successful and also that
is how humanity should be achieved.
I was very happy to see and thank
all the members and guests that were
present at my Initiation because it is
something that will remain in my
cherished memories for the rest of
my life. As I was one of the youngest
candidates and English is not my first
language, I was quite stressed,
especially at the end of the
ceremony when I was supposed to
translate for my father and the other
members in order for them to
communicate with each other. But
then I looked up and felt very
relaxed. It was mainly because I saw

the smiles and the trust that the
other brothers had in me and I
started translating loud and clear.
My father and I have experienced
something extraordinary that can’t
easily be expressed into words.
Especially for myself, I can say that
the ritual has made me open my
mind and made me get to things that
I couldn’t do before. It was an honour
for my dad and mostly for me to be
among all brothers that night. One of
the main reasons is that everyone
greeted us in such polite and caring
manner that it felt like we were at
home. The two of us are very
thankful once again to all of the
members in the temple for greeting
us in such polite and caring manner.
We enjoyed the whole evening
especially the ritual. In conclusion,
beloved brothers, I want to tell you
that I truly believe in the power of
thought and that if a person really
wants something he can only achieve
thanks to his heart and his soul.
5

T H E M E N AT T H E T O P :

STRATTON
RICHEY
Many of us will remember Stratton Richey as our Met Grand Charity
Steward but did you know he is both an International airshow
commentator and a long-haul BA pilot? Now a MetGInsp, arena met
him for another article in its popular series "Men at the Top"

Masonic Career
Nov 1995

Sept 1997

Oct 1997

Mar 2000

Mar 2001

Oct 2003
May 2005

Oct 2005
Oct 2007

Feb 2008
Apr 2009
May 2008
Nov 2008
Nov 2010
Mar 2014
Apr 2014
May 2014
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Initiated Aviation and Combined
Services Lodge No. 8504
Joined Old Haileyburian and ISC
Lodge, No. 3912
Exalted Piccadilly Chapter,
No. 2550
WM, Old Haileyburian and ISC
Lodge, No. 3912
WM, Aviation and Combined
Services Lodge No. 8504
Appointed MetGSteward, LGR
Joined Per Caelum Lodge,
No. 8602
Joined Metropolitan Grand
Stewards No. 9812
Joined Imperial Cadet Chapter,
No. 3824
Appointed MetGChStwd, SLGR
Appointed AGSwdB
SLGCR
Joined Pentalpha Lodge of East
Kent No. 8535
Joined Britannic Lodge No. 33
Appointed MetGInsp
SGD
PAGSoj

Stratton at
primary school.

B

Stratton with a Tiger Moth.

orn in 1957, Stratton came
into a family with a military
background and was educated
at Haileybury and Imperial
Service College, from which he
says most of the boys usually
ended up going into one of the
Services or the Church. He
says that he wasn't hugely
academic at school but more of
an outdoors type, going on to
reveal that his end of term
report often used to say, "could
do better!" He goes on to say "I
was too long and lanky to shine
at sports. People used to say I
looked liked a bean pole with
knobbly knees!" Nevertheless,
he won a place on the
Schoolboy International
Fencing team, enjoyed shooting
competitively at Bisley and

becoming head of the school's
Combined Cadet Force Naval
section. Given his background,
it was unsurprising then that
Stratton opted for the Army
after school, deciding to follow
his brother into the Royal
Artillery where there was an
option to take a year in the
regiment as a preliminary to
attending Sandhurst during
which there was a wide variety
of career choices, including
commando, parachute and
helicopter. The Army career was
not to be however, terminated
before it started by Stratton's
plummeting down a deep snow
slope on a climbing expedition
on Snowdon. After a spell in
hospital, he made a complete
recovery except for some slight
ISSUE 25
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Stratton commentating
at Woodchurch at about
the time of his initition.
long-term damage to his feet. "I
could do all of it except long route
marches, but that was enough to
worry the Royal Artillery. We
decided, by mutual consent, to
separate."
By chance however, on his way to
London to visit the Royal
Tournament, he fell into
conversation with the gentleman
wearing a Guards' tie sitting opposite
him in the train carriage. Of course,
they spent the whole journey talking
about the Army and service life.
During the chat, Stratton revealed
that his uncle was the famous Wing
Commander Paul Richey who wrote
Fighter Pilot, an account of flying
Hurricanes in 1940. The gentleman
- John Blake - had known his uncle
and responded with the fact that he
commentated at Air Shows. This
serendipitous meeting was one
which would change the whole
course of Stratton's life.
After receiving his discharge,
Stratton considered various new
careers. "I remember thinking about
working on supertankers. I even
wondered about the police." He
decided to consult his new
acquaintance, John Blake. "John
invited me to Biggin Hill, where I
met Jock Maitland, who is the
organizer of the show. There and
then, Jock asked me if I would take
over the 'working' announcements—
lost kids and so on. I think the chap
who was supposed to do it hadn't
turned up. So there I was, just over
SUMMER 2016

Stratton with his first four
engined command.
nineteen, holding a microphone at
Biggin. I was terrified. I remember
switching the frightening thing on
the first half dozen times, only to
find that I'd lost my voice and having
to switch it off again. Raymond
Baxter wandered in and gave me
some advice. He said, don't think of
yourself addressing the entire crowd,
it's too intimidating. Instead, think of
one or two individuals you know
who might happen to be in the
crowd, and talk to them." This was
the start of his aviation life. Stratton
has attended and commentated at
every Farnborough Air Show since
1976, when incidentally he met
Douglas Bader, the highly-decorated
air pilot ace. He has commentated
at various high profile international
airshows around the world, where an
“English Voice” is desired.
A proper chance at air race
commentary soon followed and in a
few months he was firmly
established as part of the team,
driving John Blake all over the
country to attend shows etc. This
was an extended apprenticeship and
a somewhat surprising new passion
for aviation was kindled, especially
at the Tiger Club in Redhill, although
he is clear that it was the
"pioneering" sense of the club's
activity that he was enjoying at that
time - his devotion to aircraft coming
later. In between shows, to make
some money, he sold Leyland cars,
delivered cases of wine and even
worked in a plastics factory. "Real

life however, was commentating,
judging aerial acrobatics and
generally making myself available
around airplanes and pilots".
He decided to learn to fly and at
around the same time, the Cinque
Ports Flying Club, at Lydd, offered
him the (paid) position of operations
manager which gave him access to
enough flying time to qualify as an
instructor. In 1980 he acquired his
commercial pilots' license. This was
a good move as it enabled him to
have sufficient experience to beat off
the high level of competition for a
job flying Viscounts at Southend,
starting as a first officer on £8,000
p.a., carrying freight at night and
passengers during the day. By the
mid-80's he was in charge of the
Viscount. He moved onto 737's,
flying for Orion from Gatwick,
subsequently joining BA for whom
he was flying 757's around the world.
Now he is a long haul Captain with
BA and flies jumbos for a living!
He didn't only get a job and career
through the Farnborough Air Show
either, since he met his wife Alison
through it too. One summer evening
he persuaded her to go for an
evening spin with him in the Tiger
Club's Tiger Moth G- ACDC. After
some delightful aerobatics, Alison
was hooked and they spend time in
the air whenever they can.
In 1998 Stratton started a charity
"High Flight" which gives
underprivileged and disabled
children the opportunity to take a
7

flight in a glider. High Flight is
a BA charity and every penny
donated goes to the task of
giving youngsters something
to smile about when in real
life they have little to look
forward to. It now has a
turnover of over £720,000.
High Flight has taken over
4500 youngsters gliding and
has made grants to the Flying
Scholarships for disabled
People. “it was probably my
involvement with this charity
which led me to be so
passionate to help others, I am
involved with many charities
in and outside Freemasonry. I
am now embarking on starting
a grant-making charitable fund
which will make quick small
grants to alleviate medical
need. For example, five
defibrillators have been
funded by the Freemasons of
Nottingham to the Community
Response Team in
Nottingham. I was asked to be
involved and facilitated this.
To have a charitable fund
which can react quickly is my
next task, but don’t tell Alison”.
As for Freemasonry… “for
many years friends had asked
me to join. I thought it was a
load of tosh and not for me.
How wrong I was! After a few

years of being asked I realized
that I trusted and liked all
those who were asking me to
join. They were honorable
people whom I respected and
got along with. If it was right
for them, it must be right for
me”. Stratton was initiated into
Aviation and Combined
Service Lodge No. in Sussex in
November 1995 and was
Master in 2001. He has since
joined Old Haileyburian &
ISC, Piccadilly Chapter, Per
Caelum, Met Grand Stewards
(Founder), Imperial Cadet
Chapter, Pentalpha in East
Kent (the Province in which
he lives) and Britannic. If that
is not enough, he is proud to
be an honorary member of
North London Installed
Masters. When asked about
roles in Freemasonry which he
enjoyed most, he answered
without hesitation that it was
his role as Met Grand Charity
Steward. Being the Met
Charity Steward bought him in
to contact with so many other
walks of life, enabled him to be
involved in helping so many
other people. “Charity is a
huge part of my life, in and
outside Freemasonry”

Stratton Farnborough Commentary
box, with Mark Brown (producer).

Stratton with his daughter, Fiona.

Stratton with his wife, Alison.

Five things you didn't know about Stratton Richey :

1) Towed the Admiral commanding the Royal Yacht across the forecourt of Buckingham palace to jump start his
stalled car.

2) Sailed a 38-foot yacht from east of Gibraltar, 600 miles into the Atlantic then turned for Isle of Wight.
(Would he do it again? "NO WAY, but it was epic!").

3) He was stopped for speeding in Poland in 1976 while on way to World Aerobatic Championships and paid
the fine with an old broken calculator.

4) Was Raymond Baxter’s double while flying a Harrier off the Ski Jump at Farnborough.

5) Has 2500 hours flying below 250ft, legally.
8
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NEW METROPOLITAN
ESCORTING OFFICERS LODGE
W. Bro Andy Green, LGR, describes this new initiative

A

number of the Brethren who
served as Escorting Officers
(EOs) for Metropolitan Grand Lodge
in 2015-16, have come together to
form a Metropolitan Escorting
Officers Lodge. It is hoped that this
venture will fill a gap in current
Lodge provision, by providing a
mechanism by which EOs past and
present, can meet others who have
performed the same role, in much
the same way as the Metropolitan
Grand Stewards Lodge does.
Although EOs often go on to fulfil
other roles in Metropolitan Grand
Lodge, to date there has been no
formal mechanism allowing them to
maintain the links they make during
their year in office, and it is hoped

that a dedicated Lodge, will enable
them to do precisely that, as well as
forging new relationships in future.
This is being done through a Lodge
which has existed for many years,
but which in more recent times has
found itself in the position of having
to consider its future. Hornsey Lodge
No. 890 has a long and proud history,
and it is hoped that this new
beginning will allow the Lodge’s
story to continue well into the
future, with a timetable now being in
place that will see its transition from
‘Hornsey Lodge’ to ‘Hornsey Lodge
890 the Escorting Officers Lodge’.
A small number of former EO’s
will join Hornsey at the end of this
year, with the first major group of

EOs joining in March 2017. The
lodge will be moving its meeting
place from Southgate to St. Bart’s
Great Hall in the City, and reducing
the number of meetings to two a
year (March and November). The
Great Hall at St. Barts (pictured), is
an important historic venue in the
City of London, which the team have
been very lucky to secure and one
which should lead to meetings and
festive boards being prestigious
events in the diaries of members and
guests alike.
Any Brother interested in joining
or of receiving further details, should
contact W.Bro. Howard Becker, LGR,
(howard.becker@sky.com).

Charity Contact Officer (x6) WANTED
The Metropolitan Communications Team is looking for six brethren to join the
team and assist as volunteer Charity Contact Officers.
The MMC and The Grand Charity make many donations to charities and the
Communications Team works with those charities to make sure that brethren
and the wider public are appropriately aware of the donation. Contact Officers
also keep in touch with the charities so that we can see the difference our
donation has made over time. We understand the pressures of volunteering on
home life and guarantee that contact time is likely to be less than an hour or so a
week if averaged out. Training will be given but those interested volunteers
should be fully IT-literate and have access to a telephone.
If interested, please contact d.robertsjones@metgl.com with a brief introductory note
and a contact telephone number.

CONNAUGHT CLUB UPDATE
W. Bro Lewis Geo. Clement lets us know what’s been going on

U

nlike many Lodges and
Chapters across London, our
calendar doesn’t have a break for the
summer. Instead our calendar
becomes more social in nature.
Along with our usual monthly meet
on the first Friday of every month at
the Freemason’s Arms, we have two
exciting events coming up over the
summer months including a Masonic
Cycle Tour of London on 23rd July
and our Summer Picnic and “School
Sports day” on Sunday 21 August.
Since our last update for Arena the
Club has relentlessly been
continuing to support our current
charity appeal and we can now
report that at over the last twelve
months the Club has managed to
raise £5,520 for the Rethink Mental
Health Charity. In conjunction with
the Club Lodge, Burgoyne No.902,
we have continued to support the
London Air Ambulance with over
£2,000 and have also made smaller
donations to local charities. The
10

money we raise is thanks to all of
our members buying raffle tickets,
making donations and supporting
our events. Well done team!
On the 6 May the Club welcomed
80 guests to the Grand Temple at
Freemasons’ Hall for our annual
Open Reception. We were treated to
a brief history of Freemasonry by
VW. Bro Ian Currans PGSwdB, a
verbally dexterous talk on the
building of Freemasons Hall by
W. Bro Oliver Coddington and the
Club welcomed, Ms Lucy Maxwell, a
trustee from our newly nominated
charity - Jo’s Cervical Cancer Trust.
The Club has chosen to support a
female cancer charity to show that
as Freemasons we hope to promote
charity and support the wider
community. Jo’s Trust is a charity
that provides social support, funding
for research and information to
cervical cancer sufferers; so the
charity very much echoes our three
grand principles of brotherly love,

relief and truth. We were informed
on the evening that cervical cancer
is a totally curable and avoidable
disease so the Club hopes to play a
small part in eradicating cervical
cancer so that our mothers, sisters,
wives and daughters will not suffer
from the disease.
As always the Club is pleased to
report that our membership
continues to grow and we now stand
at around 350 members. It is thanks
to you all for spreading the word of
the Connaught Club that we are able
to grow and retain young
Freemasons in the Craft. Please keep
telling new and young masons in
your lodges of our good work in
order that our Club may continue to
grow and promote the art of which
we are all so fond.
If you would like to attend one of
our events or for more information
on the Club please contact us via our
website at www.connaughtclub.org.
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CONNAUGHT CLUB
ROWING -THAMES
TO CHANGE
W. Bro Mitchell Merrick-Thirlway reports on its 'Thames to Change'
Charity Row (with oars!)
On Saturday, 12th March 2016,
around fifty members of The
Connaught Club (young Freemasons
of London), plus their friends and
family congregated at Fulham Reach
Boat Club to cumulatively row the
length of the Thames, on rowing
machines, in aid of Rethink Mental
Illness. Rethink Mental Illness, in
partnership with Mind, is behind the
biggest campaign to end the stigma
and discrimination that people with
mental health problems still face in
England.
So far, the Club has raised over
£5,000 via donations from Lodges,
Club members, friends and family
members and from the sale of
specially designed lapel pins. Over
300 of the Thames to Change lapel

SUMMER 2016

pins have been sold in numerous
Lodges across London and also over
the Internet to Brethren all around
the world
(www.connaughtclub.org/thethames-to-change-lapel-pin/).
This event also allowed Club
members an excuse to stand in their
Mother Lodges, explain what the
Clubs’ aims are and to bring the
subject of mental illness into the
Temple. With one in four people
suffering with a mental illness at
some point in their life, we all do, or
will, know someone who is unwell
and in need of our help. The Club
believes the more we discuss our
experiences of mental illness, the
sooner the metaphorical elephant in
the room will be eliminated.

Not only were Club members out
in force to take on the challenge, but
we were also joined by Daniel and
Kate, of Rethink Mental Illness, who
helped knock off a very respectable
amount of kilometres from our target
distance! It didn’t take long for us to
reach our target, in just under six
hours – well done all! Once the
participants had showered, everyone
gathered on the river’s edge at The
Rutland Pub for a celebratory drink
and well-deserved pub lunch. The
Club would like to thank Rethink
Mental Illness for its amazing
support throughout the past year and
Fulham Reach Boat Club for their
generosity in letting us use their
wonderful facility.
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FIFTY YEAR
CHAPTER
CERTIFICATE
E. Comp Graham Howgate, SLGCR
looks back at a special Chapter event

O

n 11th March 2016, E. Comp David
Lines, SLGCR, a member of the John
Carpenter Chapter No 1997, was
presented with his certificate for 50 years’
service in the Royal Arch. The
presentation was made by E. Comp Eddy
Holding PGSoj, MetGInsp.
David was exalted into John Carpenter
Chapter on 9th November 1965, which
coincidentally was on his birthday.
David is also a member of the John
Carpenter Lodge, both the Lodge and
Chapter being linked to the City of
London School. David has served the
Chapter in various roles having worked
his way up to the First Principal in 1975
and subsequently becoming Scribe E in
1999, an office he continues to hold as
the “hard working Scribe E”.
David has a number of interests outside
Freemasonry including antique firearms
and watches. He is also a member of
many other groups in his local area. His
Masonic interests also include
membership of a range of other orders.
The convocation was very friendly with
a very informative presentation made by
E. Comp Holding, the festive board which
followed at the Army & Navy Club was a
suitable and fitting culmination of the
proceedings.

FIFTY YEARS
OF HEROISM!
W. Bro David Best, LGR, looks
back on a fun filled evening

O

n Saturday 2nd April 2016
something special occurred in
Temple No. 2 at Freemasons Hall
when two senior members of
Bishopsway Lodge No. 6061 were
presented with their fifty year
certificates. Nothing special about
that, you may think, except that one
of the recipients, RW. Bro Laurence
Marson DDGM (Grand Lodge of
Alberta) had travelled from London,
Ontario to be with us, the other was W.
Bro William Boulton (known as Bill).
The presentation was made in an
excellent manner by W. Bro Keith
Mitchell, MetGInsp. The meeting
continued, in Taylors Ritual, with the
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passing of Bro Ashley Rodell by WM
Bro Jonathan Turtle. Particularly of
note was the working of the deacons
Brothers Robert Watson and Thor
Gray-Maloney, who ‘by their
floorwork, largely contributed to the
success of the ceremony’ to
paraphrase the little red book. W. Bros
David and Mark Best (both LGR), gave
a faultless charge after passing and the
explanation of the second degree
tracing board respectively.
Once the meeting closed we
congregated in the Kingsway Hotel for
a mouth-watering menu chosen by

Bro Bill on his special day. He also
proposed the toast to the visitors, to
which W.Bro Geoffrey Withers LGR of
Athlon Lodge No. 4674 responded
with kind words about the two
certificate recipients. After each toast
the brethren hammered on the table
although fortunately there were no
casualties among the glassware! Post
prandial port, brandy and whisky
were served and as Dr Johnson
observed “Claret is the tipple for boys,
port is for men but if you want to be a
hero, drink brandy”. We were all
heroes that day!
ISSUE 25

arena
BATTERSEA-LINKED
LODGE LOOKS BACK
AT LONG HISTORY
AND LOOKS FORWARD
TO CELEBRATIONS
W. Bro Gordon Kenward, LGR, describes
Bolingbroke Lodge No. 2417

I

n 1891 members of the Duke of
Fife Lodge, No. 2345 met and
resolved to obtain a Warrant for a
lodge to be founded in Battersea,
this being an area which was
heavily populated but without
facilities for attending a lodge. A
petition was duly signed and
presented to Grand Lodge on 2nd
November 1891. The Warrant for
the new lodge was granted on 5th
November 1891 and the Bolingbroke
Lodge No 2417 was consecrated on
6th January 1892.
The consecration ceremony was
held at Stanley Hall, Clapham
Junction and was performed by VW.
Bro F.A. Philbrick QC, Grand
Registrar, who had undertaken the
duty at short notice due to the death
of the Grand Secretary, VW Bro. Col.
Shadwell Clerke. Bolingbroke Lodge
subsequently held regular lodge
meetings at Stanley Hall and the
Ardington Rooms until 1968, when
it moved out of the Battersea area
and into Freemasons’ Hall.
It is reasonable to assume the
name ‘Bolingbroke’ was chosen by
the founders, as Bolingbroke
Hospital, School, Grove and Walk
were all in the immediate area of
where the new lodge would meet
and an eminent statesman,
Viscount Henry St. John
Bolingbroke was born in Battersea.
The Viscount was educated at Eton
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and wanted a Jacobite restoration
when Queen Anne died, and George
the First succeeded to the Throne.
This caused him to flee to France.
He eventually obtained permission
to return to England in 1723 where
he died on 12th December 1751.
In the Bolingbroke Lodge we
embrace the Masonic edict of
Universal Brotherhood in as much
as we have a membership of several
creeds and religious persuasion. As
a world which seems much
preoccupied with racial and
religious intolerance we are a
shining beacon, albeit in a small
way, of harmonious brotherhood.
This Lodge has been commended in
the recent past for its charitable
donations in proportion to the
actual numbers of members and it is
our fervent hope to continue to
serve and help those in need for
many years to come.
The Bolingbroke Lodge No. 2417
will celebrate its 125th year on 26th
January 2017. The meeting for this
event will take place at Freemasons’
Hall, 60 Great Queen Street,
London. Any Brother who was
associated with the Bolingbroke
Lodge during the 80’s and 90’s, and
in particular those from the
Buckleberry Lodge (now not in
existence), should contact Bro.
Gordon at pgkenward@talktalk.net.
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75 YEARS AT EGYPTIAN
W. Bro Norman Green, SLGR, looks back at a long masonic career
Lodge Officers and John Hamill - seated Ken Helps (left) and Francis Helps (right).

John Hamill and Francis, holding
the engraved firing glass.

A

t the regular meeting of Egyptian
Lodge No.27 on Wednesday 4th
May 2016, the senior Past Master of the
Lodge, W. Bro Francis Helps, PAGDC,
celebrated the 75th anniversary of
being made a Mason. Francis was
initiated into Egyptian Lodge by his
father on Wednesday 7th May 1941, in
the presence of fourteen Officers,
thirteen other members and eighteen
visitors, a total of forty-six Masons
attending just one Lodge in
Freemasons’ Hall, Great Queen Street
at a time when not only were many
members of the Fraternity on active
service, but London was suffering
heavily from the final, and worst, days
of the Blitz. The work of the Lodge
that afternoon was also heavy: it was
an Election Meeting; three Grand
Lodge Certificates were presented by a
visiting Grand Officer; and additionally
there were three Degree ceremonies –
a double Raising, followed by a double
Passing, followed by the Initiation of
twenty-year-old Francis Helps. His
21st birthday was in fact 3 days later,
which night incidentally saw the worst
air raid over London during the whole
of the Blitz, when it was said London
became a sea of flames during what
was known as “the longest night”.
Honorary Member of the Lodge, VW.
Bro John Hamill, DepGChan, on
14

.

Ken Helps, WM - Harry Hackett - Francis Helps

behalf of the Lodge, presented Bro
Francis, with a suitably engraved firing
glass, commemorating his attaining 75
years as a member of Freemasonry in
general and of Egyptian Lodge in
particular. Francis’ younger brother, W.
Bro Ken Helps, OSM, ISO,
PDepGSwdB, was present (one of only
seven holders of the Order of Service
to Masonry) – he had celebrated the
69th anniversary of his Initiation at the
previous regular meeting, having been
Initiated on 5th March 1947, aged 23.
Professionally, Francis followed in
his father's footsteps by becoming an
electrical engineer, joining the Post
Office; as such he was in a reserved
occupation when war broke out.
However, the rules were later relaxed
and Francis was permitted to volunteer
for the Royal Air Force as aircrew. He
was mobilised (at Lords Cricket
Ground) in September 1941 and sent to
Canada for pilot training; when he
returned a qualified pilot in 1942, he
was initially a flying instructor, mainly
on Mosquitos. He was later a pilot in
the Pathfinder Force of Mosquitos
which illuminated targets for the
heavy bombers over Germany and
occupied countries. Demobbed in May
1946, he returned to the Post Office's
engineering department, initially to
help restore the shattered

telecommunications systems in
(mainly) East London Docklands. In
February 1962 he was selected to join a
small team formed to design and
manufacture a "new electronic
telephone system", leading to the
opening of the first Digital Telephone
Exchange, the underlying principles of
which formed the bedrock of the
emergence of digital systems,
including the internet. He retired in
late 1980, soon after the Post Office
became British Telecom.
Having been Master of Egyptian
Lodge in 1959/60, Francis returned to
the Chair in 2010/11 and officiated at
the bicentenary of the Lodge on 20th
June 2011 in the presence of the MW
Pro Grand Master and the MW
Metropolitan Grand Master, and many
other senior Brethren. Then, on 1st
May 2013, Ken and Francis proposed
and seconded their (respectively)
grandson/great-nephew into the
Lodge, aged 20. Francis presented to
his great-nephew at that meeting the
Charge after Initiation, in November
the Charge after Passing, and on the
precise day of the 73rd anniversary of
his own Initiation, the Charge after
Raising. It is clear that Egyptian Lodge
in particular and the Craft in general
are fortunate to have members such as
Bro Francis!
ISSUE 25
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VW BRO. BRIAN
VICKERS CELEBRATES
60 YEARS IN THE CRAFT
V

W Bro. Brian
Vickers
PGSuptWks was
initiated into Hyde
Park Lodge No. 1425 on
2nd February 1956 at
the tender age of
twenty-one years and
three months. His
sixty years in
Freemasonry was
celebrated on the 16th
March 2016 with the
presentation of a Long
Service Certificate by
RW Bro. Russell John
Race, Past Metropolitan
Grand Master (who had
presented Bro. Vickers’
Fifty Year Certificate
some ten years
previously).
Bro. Vickers’ fondest
memory of his
Initiation ceremony is
that of his father, Mark,
who was the Inner
Guard of the Lodge at
the time, and who was promoted to
Junior Deacon for the evening so
that he could conduct his son around
the Lodge. At the time of his
Initiation Bro Vickers became the
third generation of the Vickers
family, his grandfather also being a
member of Hyde Park Lodge and
one-time Lodge Organist.
Although he was appointed
Steward in 1959, he waited at table
on only one occasion, because
almost immediately after the
Installation Meeting the guest
organist of the Lodge found he could
no longer make the journey from the
south coast to London and Bro.
Vickers, who was a competent
pianist, was appointed Lodge
Organist and served the remainder of
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Bro. Vickers receiving his Long Service Certificate from RW Bro. Russell Race,
Past Metropolitan Grand Master.
his stewardship as such. Such was
the size of the Lodge it was 1968
before he was installed as Worshipful
Master. After serving his year as
Immediate Past Master, he went back
to being Lodge Organist until 1974,
when he was appointed Assistant
Director of Ceremonies. He was
honoured with London Grand Rank
in 1979 and was again installed into
the Master’s chair in 1982. Four
years later he was appointed to
AGDC.
Having served as a Visiting Grand
Officer from 1986, Bro. Vickers was
promoted to Past Junior Grand
Deacon in 1994 and when the
London Lodges moved from being
unattached to being a constituent
within London Management in 1997,

he was appointed Chairman of the
Darnley Group and given 110 Lodges
and Chapters to manage. When the
Metropolitan Grand Lodge was
formed in 2003, he was appointed
chairman of the larger Devonshire
Group, with 220 Lodges and Chapters
to manage. Together with the other
nine group chairmen, he was
invested as Past Grand
Superintendent of Work in 2004. His
tenure of office expired in 2007,
when he retired from his
management role.
In May 2016 Bro. Vickers was
installed once more as Master of
Hyde Park Lodge and looks forward
to receiving his 70 Year Long Service
Certificate in due course.
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CENTURION PASSES
BRETHREN BROTHERS

W.Bro R.C. Mitchell describes the honour of passing his sons together.

I

n November 2015 I had the great
pleasure of initiating into
Freemasonry in a ‘double’ degree
ceremony both of my sons, Robert &
Andrew Mitchell, as the incumbent
Worshipful Master of Centurion
Lodge No 1718. On Wednesday 25th
May 2016, W. Bro Keith Mitchell, CBE,
PSGD, MetGInsp, (no relation)
accompanied by his escort W. Bro
Peter Wood MetAGDC, visited
Centurion Lodge. The main item on
the agenda, from my point of view,
was to be the passing of both of my
sons to the degree of a Fellowcraft .
Centurion has a long and
fascinating history, consecrated on
31st October 1877 it has met at
several locations in central London –
16

“The London”, “Imperial Hotel”, “Café
Royal” and Gt Queen Street. We’re a
strong lodge and I’m particularly
proud to have been elected Master of
this vibrant lodge and at the same
time that my sons decided to embark
on their masonic careers.
The Senior Deacon on the day was
W. Bro Vic Hollister who also
delivered the 2nd Degree Tracing
Board. W.Bro. Vic was originally a
member of our mother Lodge “Star,
no 1275” and at the November
meeting he will hopefully be elected
to Honorary Membership in gratitude
to his many years of support of
Centurion. On a personal note I’d like
to thank Bro Vic for the great support
he provided on the night.

After the completion of the agenda
the Lodge was closed in ancient &
solemn form and the Metropolitan
Grand Inspector and his escort,
Officers and exited the Lodge in
procession. Our Junior Warden (and
Master Elect) proposed the toast to
the Visitors eloquently and Bro. Vic
made his final response as a visitor,
very emotionally and heartwarmingly too.
All brethren had enjoyed a
sumptuous festive board, the toasts
and speeches were enjoyed and an
excellent evening appreciated by all.
In November I hope to raise both of
my sons, again in a ‘double’ over
which I hope to preside as Worshipful
Master and carry out the degree.
ISSUE 25

MARATHON
MAN
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On Sunday 26th April 2016 Bro. David Cooke of Westminster
City Council Lodge 2882 completed the Virgin London
Marathon in aid of Metropolitan Grand Lodge’s pledge
towards providing a second air ambulance to fly over
London. arena looks at Bro David’s long distance effort.

B

ro. David took on the challenge of
not only completing the 26.2 miles,
but at the same time had his sights set
on achieving a Guinness world record
for the fastest marathon wearing full
upper body chain mail (that also
included a hood and gloves!). Despite
training going well, he knew it would
be a challenge to beat the target of 5
hours and 49 minutes and 7 seconds,
this being the current record set back
in 2014.
In the lead up to the race when
training was winding down, Bro David’s
media attention increased dramatically.
A number of newspaper articles were
published adding much needed public
support and awareness of his world
record challenge and the amazing
charity he was supporting. This along
with massive social media attention
culminated in a live TV interview on
The London Live Breakfast Show.
Before the race began, there was still
time for a few final radio interviews on
the start line. The first 8 or so miles
went well and Bro David settled into
his pace moving swiftly though the
streets. As he approached mile twelve
he was joined by his son Harry and
daughter Aimee, who had been asked
to run with David along the Buxton
Water natural Hero’s section of the
race, and, after a swift farewell he
turned towards Tower Bridge. Bro
David said ‘at this point I hit my wall,
in fact it felt like the wall had hit me,
and I was ready to pull out of the race. I
don’t know why as I had run for much
longer in training but it was not a very
pleasant experience and I just took one
mile at a time, running towards
someone shouting words of
SUMMER 2016

encouragement in the crowd’.
Bro. David received a massive lift
when he passed the London Air
Ambulance cheer point at miles 13 and
22. After some positive words of
encouragement on the run from his
girlfriend and brother, who had been
tracking him around the course, he set
to the final 4.2 miles running as fast as
he could. ‘I was watching the clock
above each mile counter as I ran and
knew I was close to the current World
Record time. It was now or never, so I
forced another energy gel inside me,
put my head down and ran with
whatever I had left in my tank’. At mile
25 his spirit was lifted further when
some of the members of Westminster
City Council Lodge spotted him and
gave him a cheer and then it was onto
the final run for home. He crossed the
line and was greeted by two race
stewards who wanted to take the
chainmail off, but he needed to know if
‘Guinness World Records’ had to check
his costume. ‘I found my official record
steward and after a few moments of
checking the time he appeared from
the race gantry holding a framed
certificate, at this point I obviously
knew I did it’. Bro David had, finished
in a new World Record time of 5 hours
45 minutes and 51 seconds.
Since the big day David has raised
£4,722.67 (without gift aid being
applied) which has undoubtedly
surpassed all his expectations. Bro
David is currently plotting his next
challenge so keep a look out on his
‘ChainmailDave16’ twitter and
Facebook social media pages.
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TERCENTENARY CONCERT

27TH SEPTEMBER 2016
Join RW Bro Sir Michael Snyder; RW Bro Russell Race and RW Bro
Simon Duckworth for this very special evening in the Gallery Suite
at Freemasons’ Hall. Senior Freemasons will read their favourite
poems alongside the transporting music of Mozart, Borodin, Ravel
and Queen (yes, that Queen) provided by the Behn Quartet.
Free drinks and canapés will be served in the interval.
Tickets can be booked here: http://tinyurl.com/htecenx

KENT CLUB
UPDATE
Bro. Richard Criddle
keeps us ‘in the
know’

18

T

he last few months have been as
busy as ever for the Kent Club,
which is open to all London
Freemasons over the age of 35.
Back in March, a large group of
members along with friends and family
went to the Museum of London to visit
the Crime Museum exhibition. Since its
establishment in the mid-1870s the
Metropolitan Police’s Crime Museum
(aka the Black Museum) has only been
open to police and invited guests.
However earlier this year, the Museum
released some of its best and most
unusual exhibits and so we were able to
go on a fascinating journey through
some of the UK’s most notorious
crimes from Dr Crippen to the Krays,
the Great Train Robbery to the
Millennium Dome diamond heist.
Many of the exhibits were
particularly ghoulish – a collection of
hangmen’s ropes still with the sheen of
the executed necks
that rubbed against
them, the spade used
by Dr Crippen to bury
his wife in 1910, a box

containing everything you needed to
hang a man which belonged
toWandsworth prison but was loaned to
prisons across the country, and the
umbrella used to assassinate a
Bulgarian dissident on Waterloo Bridge
in 1978 – to name just a few examples.
Then in April we returned to Temple
Church for a private guided tour. The
church was built by the Knights
Templar as their English headquarters
in the 12th century, and was originally
used for Templar initiation ceremonies.
Today it is used by the Inner and
Middle Temples as a private chapel.
At our recent Annual General
Meeting held at Mark Masons’ Hall,
W.Bro Michael Todd, LGR, was reelected Chairman and he and the rest
of the Committee will continue to work
hard to bring you more events and
regular social evenings. Details of all
our activities – and how to join the
Kent Club – can be found on our
website (www.kentclub.org) or by
contacting either info@kentclub.org or
membership@kentclub.org.
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ALMONER WORKSHOPS
W.Bro Garry Gilby, PGStB, explains how
Metropolitan Grand Lodge helps Lodge Almoners

A

re you an Almoner or interested
in becoming one? Then the
Metropolitan Almoner’s team is
running Almoner Workshops to help
and to guide you. So please register
as soon as you can to attend the next
Almoner Workshop (held at
Freemasons Hall). “Why?” You may
ask. It is simple, the workshops are a
route to providing you with essential
information to do your job well and
provide a professional level of
service to your members and
dependants in a time of need, often
out of sight of your meetings or the
members of your Lodge or Chapter.
So what is covered on an Almoner
Workshop? You will meet with likeminded brethren and companions
and go through a range of material
to aid you in your role. Topics
include, but are not limited to:
• A couple of group exercises
where you work through a
challenge with your colleagues
and a team spokesperson
feedbacks the results of the team
to the whole group attending,

• The role of ‘Freemasonry Cares’
and how to go about making an
application to Masonic
Charitable Foundation,
• The Metropolitan Almoner’s
Fund,
• Working with Widows and
dependants,
• The Welfare Co-ordinator and his
team of visiting brothers,
• Pre-loved regalia, and
• Florence Nightingale Lodge (the
lodge for Almoners) and many
other things.
What is sure is that after attending
our workshop you will be aware of
what constitute the key elements of
the role along with the necessary
attributes and skills required to be
successful in the office.
You will also get the opportunity to
learn from the presenters and from
your colleagues attending the
workshop. These workshops have
attendees with a wealth of
knowledge and experience, happy to
address any questions or give advice
on situations that when new to the

role may appear daunting. One of
the key benefits of attending is that
you will certainly feel refreshed by
being reminded how important the
role is and about the support
available around you. We also
provide a live demonstration of the
tools available to assist you in the
role that are available on Porchway.
Part way through the workshop we
have a break which includes a wellstocked buffet, again this is a vital
part of the workshop where you
have the opportunity to interact with
your peers.
The Metropolitan Grand Almoner
is usually in attendance and will
present you with your Certificate of
Achievement and an Almoner lapel
pin badge. Post-event you will be
sent a copy of the material covered
on the workshop. Feedback is
sought and so far the response from
attendees has been extremely
positive.
So what are your waiting for; book
your place via Porchway, the
Almoner’s Team look forward to
meeting you!

PRE-LOVED REGALIA
Diane Clements, Director of the Library and Museum of
Freemasonry clarifies the position when it is contacted about regalia
“I see there was a great article
about the ‘Pre-loved Regalia’
initiative in the last issue. The
Library and Museum gets a lot of
enquiries from members' families
about how to dispose of regalia and
jewels. We do give proper
consideration to all of these to assess
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whether the items might be suitable
for our collections but as we already
have good collections of modern
regalia and don't generally take
duplicates of jewels we often put
people in touch with Pre-Loved team
(www.prelovedregalia.com). The
items have not, however, been

formally donated to the Library and
Museum as we would not dispose of
any donations in this way.”
The Pre-loved team can be
contacted here:
colin@prelovedregalia.com or
darrel@prelovedregalia.com.
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WHEELING THEIR
WAY TO PARIS
W. Bro Stan Marut describes a wonderful achievement
from two apparently indefatigable Freemasons.

T

o celebrate his eightieth birthday
on May 6th, totally blind Tommy
Mulholland cycled on a tandem with
his pilot, seventy year old Bob Harber
all the way from B.E.B.A Brighton to
Paris to raise funds for a very worthy
cause, Chestnut Tree House Children’s
Hospice.
The Hospice cares for 300 children
and young adults from 0-19 years of
age with progressive life-shortening
conditions and their goal is to provide
the best quality of life for children,
young people and their families, and to
offer a total package of practical, social
and spiritual support throughout each
child’s life, however short it may be. It
currently costs well over £3.5m each
year to provide all the care services
offered by Chestnut Tree House.
Tommy was attacked at a wages
snatch at his company, Hygienic, and
left blind in one eye. Years later at the
age of 47 a blood clot caused by the
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injury haemorrhaged to cause him to
lose his sight in the other eye.
After the mammoth cycle Tommy
said “Did I enjoy it? No! It was jolly
hard and exhausting work! Did I enjoy
arriving in Paris to be met by my
daughter and granddaughter? You bet I
did! I got a great sense of achievement
to know I did it and to know I was
helping this wonderful charity in the
work they do for their sick children
patients."
Tommy’s family added that he’s such
an inspiration and has achieved so
much since he lost his sight. This
includes being an honorary member of
the English and Welsh Blind Golf
Association after being the Captain
and raising money for them. He is a
member of Bromley Lions and has
raised thousands of pounds for them
over the years, raises funds for the
Greater London Fund for the Blind,
organises an annual charity event for

the ex-Boxers’ Association raising
money for boxers suffering hardship
and amongst other charitable work.
He was honoured with the Freedom of
the City of London in November 2015.
Tommy also said "The sum raised is
now around £21,000, but we are still
hoping for some more cheques!". In
recognition of this achievement if any
reader wishes to make a donation it
can be done by sending a cheque
payable to “Chestnut Tree House
Children’s Hospice” and sending to
Tommy at 22 Treewall Gardens,
Bromley. BR1 5BT. Or by going to:
www.justgiving.com/Tommy80thBirth
dayChallenge.
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METROPOLITAN GRAND
CHAPTER ANNUAL
CONVOCATION
Assistant
Metropolitan
Grand
Superintendent
Ian Currans
reflects on the
Metropolitan
Royal Arch’s
Annual
Convocation.

The new Grand Inspectors W. Bros
Abbott, Haines, Lovett and White.
22

T

his year’s Annual Convocation of
Metropolitan Grand Chapter took
place in the Grand Temple at Freemasons’
Hall, Great Queen Street on Thursday 7th
April 2016.
A bumper attendance, much larger than
most could remember, ensured a colourful
and appreciative audience welcomed
Metropolitan Grand Superintendent Sir
Michael Snyder, his executive and active
officers of the year as they processed into
the Grand Temple, with the recently
refurbished and augmented organ shaking
the foundations.
Sir Michael, with the assistance of 2nd
Metropolitan Grand Principal Keith Tallon
and 3rd Metropolitan Grand Principal
Timothy L’Estrange opened Metropolitan
Grand Chapter and then took the
opportunity to welcome all present,
especially the many senior officers from
adjoining Provinces.
The next item of business was to invest
recipients of Senior London Grand
Chapter Rank, London Grand Chapter
Rank and London Chapter Rank. This was
achieved smoothly and with much style,
acting Met DC David Cresswell having
thoroughly rehearsed his Deputies,
Assistants and Stewards before many of
the audience had even got up!
There was a larger than usual number
of recipients this year, Sir Michael having
made additional appointments to
celebrate his own installation in October
2015.
It was especially pleasing to see a
number of our more elderly Companions
rewarded with fully-deserved promotions.
After the usual items of administrative
business, Sir Michael’s next task was to
appoint and invest the active Officers for
the year. There were re-appointments for
Chris Clark, Keith Tallon, Tim L’Estrange,
four of the Assistant Metropolitan Grand
Superintendents and many of the existing
Metropolitan Grand Inspectors, but Sir
Michael was pleased to invest two new
AMets, Ian Sabin and Ian WellesleyHarding and several new Met GIs,

including four with special Royal Arch
responsibilities, Paul Abbott, Stanley
Haines, Grahame Lovett and Simon
White. The remaining new officers of the
year were then invested, another polished
performance from the ceremonial team.
The representatives of those Chapters
that had made outstanding contributions
to the Metropolitan Masonic Charity were
then received by Sir Michael, who warmly
thanked each and every one for their
Chapters’ generosity.
The Metropolitan Grand
Superintendent’s address was crisp and
concise. He thanked everyone for coming
in such wonderful numbers and expressed
his delight that the Air Ambulance Appeal
had easily passed the 1.5 million pounds
mark already. He complimented the
Talking Heads and In Camera teams for
their valuable work, thanked the
Metropolitan Grand Scribe Ezra and office
staff for their efforts and David Cresswell
and his team for their professionalism. But
above all he enjoined all present to have
fun in their Chapters and encourage
others to take this essential last step in
pure ancient freemasonry.
After the collection of alms,
Metropolitan Grand Chapter was closed
and the Metropolitan Grand
Superintendent, his team and our
distinguished guests retired from the
Grand Temple to hearty applause.
I can’t tell you much about the lunch
that followed in the Grand Connaught
Rooms, as I was straight off to Euston with
the Talking Heads team in order to deliver
our presentation to the Province of East
Lancashire in Rochdale. But by all
accounts the meal was enjoyed by all and
Chris Clark tells me that he proposed a
witty and well-received toast to Sir
Michael.
The Annual Convocation should be the
highlight of the Metropolitan Royal Arch
year and it certainly proved to be so. Let’s
hope even more of our London
Companions share the event with us next
year.
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CHARITY NEWS:

DONATION FROM LONDON
FREEMASONS ENABLES
ROYAL HOSPITAL FOR
NEURO-DISABILTY TO CARRY
OUT ON SITE TESTING FOR
INFECTIONS AND BLOOD
POISONING
W.Bro John Little, SLGR, investigates...

A

donation of £6000 by the
Metropolitan Masonic Charity
has enabled the Royal Hospital for
Neuro-disability (RHN) to purchase a
portable blood gas analyser for use
with its most vulnerable patients.
A charity which specialises in
providing rehabilitation and long
term care for adults with brain
injuries the hospital will now use this
new machine regularly with patients
who need ventilators to breathe. It is
used to test blood from the arteries to
identify a range of conditions from
routine to life threatening, and also
to check how patients are responding
to treatment. For example, kidney
function can be checked by testing
urea and electrolyte levels. This
helps clinicians to deal with
problems like electrolyte
abnormalities and dehydration.
By monitoring haemoglobin levels
and the percentage of red blood cells
(vital in carrying oxygen in the
bloodstream), doctors can check
whether a patient may be developing
anaemia. Testing the levels of gases
like oxygen and carbon dioxide, as well
as lactate (a by-product of cell
metabolism), enables doctors to check
for respiratory infections and bloodpoisoning. Where patients are being
treated with anti-coagulant drugs such
as warfarin (to reduce the likelihood of
blood clots, which can cause strokes or
heart attacks), the machine is used to
check how the patient is responding
and whether the dose is correct.
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Checking cardiac enzyme levels in the
blood enables the hospital’s doctors to
identify heart problems and take the
most appropriate action.
Before having this equipment, RHN
clinicians were not able to carry out
these specialised tests in- house, which
meant patients had to be transferred
by ambulance to another hospital for
every blood test – even if the patient’s
suspected condition was one that could
be managed routinely in-house.
Having to transfer patients to another
hospital every time was inefficient and
stressful, particularly for patients on

ventilators. Now that the RHN has its
own blood gas analyser and can carry
out tests at a patient’s bedside, the
number of transfers has dropped,
meaning patients are less stressed and
doctors can work more efficiently.
An independent charity founded in
1854, the RHN also provides long term
care for people with complex
neurological conditions such as
Huntington’s disease. During 2014 the
hospital provided rehabilitation and
care for 370 short and long stay
patients.

23

SPITALFIELDS CITY FARM
AWARDED £5,000 BY THE
GRAND CHARITY
The Grand Charity has awarded £5000 to the Spitalfields
City Farm, based in East London, to help with their
running costs, W. Bro Don Tidiman, PAGDC, took a trip
down to the farm to see what's going on.

T

he Spitalfields City Farm - where
and what is this? You wouldn’t
believe that within the built up area
of Tower Hamlets, there is a farm
that children, especially deprived
children of London, can go and see
and touch animals that they have
never seen in real life before.
The minute you walk through the
gates it feels like you are in the
country and that of a safe haven
where there is a tremendous amount
of activity going on. On a Saturday in
May I visited the farm and met
manager, Mhairi Weir; the main
purpose was to get an understanding
of the project and to see how the
grant from the Grand Charity is
being used. The history behind the
farm is that in the 60’s this area was
used as a Railway Goods Yard and
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later on was taken over for use as
allotments as the community’s
allotments had been used for
development. The local residents
began to bring their own animals
here, there were a lot of rag and
bone men in the area at the time
and, during the 1970's, the farm
gradually developed into what you
see today.
The farm has a number of
endangered species which it
breeds, everything from chickens to
sheep and, although it is called a
farm, there is a resemblance to a
working zoo. The farm is run and
maintained by a team of volunteers
of whom there is never a shortage
and they come from all walks of life.
The diverse local community is well
represented and it is a safe haven

from the stresses and hectic nature
of life in the center of a large city.
No fees are charged which means
that children from deprived
communities locally get to see and
gain an understanding of nature.
Different age groups are catered for
with what are called - Wild Clubs.
Some of the young volunteers who
attend, may have been in trouble at
school or have learning difficulties,
and attending the farm helps to raise
their self-esteem, build confidence
and broaden their perspective on
life.
Mhairi Weir, farm manager, said
“we are very grateful in being
awarded this grant which will help
pay for some of the running costs
such as water, electricity, telephone
and some feed for the livestock.”
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MID-PROJECT
REPORT FROM THE
BRITISH LUNG FOUNDATION
W. Bro. Stuart Sherriff, went to find out how
they have been getting on.
The British Lung Foundation received
a grant of £40,000 from the Grand
Charity last autumn to establish a
series of Singing for Lung Health
programmes. 10,000 people are
diagnosed with a lung disease every
week in the UK. For some, the decline
in lung health can be life changing,
with breathlessness being one of the
scariest aspects of their condition. The
British Lung Foundation is working
with one of the country’s leading
specialists in Singing for Lung Health,
to plan and deliver training sessions to
12 singing instructors. This two-day
training course provides a wealth of
information on topics specifically
designed to boost lung health and
maintain well-being. These include:
• Breathing techniques to help
people manage breathlessness and
maintain optimal lung function
• Creating a positive and
comfortable social environment,
enabling people to express
themselves creatively
• Supporting people to increase
their confidence and socialise
through singing
They have also developed a suite of
resources for singing instructors,
including how to set-up and run
singing classes, and a toolkit to support
group sustainability. As a result of this,
they were featured in two publications,
The Lancet Respiratory Journal in
January 2016 and the Practice Nursing
Journal in February 2016.
In addition to the training sessions
they created an online ‘Singing for
Lung Health’ hub, which outlines the
benefits of singing for people with lung
conditions. It also shows local singing
groups across the UK. This online hub
greatly increased their reach, with a
staggering 8,175 visits to the page. This
hub can be found by following the link
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(www.blf.org.uk/support-foryou/singing-for-lung-health). The work
to date has exceeded expectations and
participants have reported
experiencing more positive outcomes
than originally anticipated. Singing not
only improves health and well-being,
but also makes people feel less lonely,
gives them more confidence and
makes them feel more hopeful about
the future.
“I came to help improve my lung
condition; it also helps lift your spirits
and you come away feeling lighter”
(Singing for Lung Health participant)
Six months into the programme the
indicative results highlight that singing
classes help people affected by lung
conditions through:
• Increased ability to express
themselves creatively, improved
self-confidence and reduced
feelings of stress and anxiety
• Increased social interactions and
reduced isolation
• Increased awareness of the
benefits of singing for lung health
• Greater understanding of
breathing techniques, enabling
them to manage breathlessness
and maintain optimal lung
function
• Better control of their health
through increased selfmanagement

The coming months will involve ongoing support for additional singing
instructors to set up and run singing
classes in their local communities. The
project has already exceeded
expectations, generating more interest
than anticipated; it is hoped that the
next phase of the project, scaling up
the number of singing groups, will
provide a lasting legacy for those living
with a lung condition.
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BOWEL & CANCER RESEARCH
RECEIVES £20,000 FROM THE
GRAND CHARITY
W.Bro Trevor Koschalka, PAGPurs, reports...

P

erhaps it’s because it’s a slightly
taboo subject, but bowel cancer
does not receive the coverage of
some of the other cancers that
people suffer from. However, bowel
cancer is the second biggest cancer
killer in the UK today and it also
receives a disproportionately low
share of the research funds available.
To put this into context, breast
cancer with just less than 8% of the
recorded cancer cases in the UK
received more than £40 million in
funding whilst bowel cancer with
10% of the cases received £25
million. It is a treatable disease with
a 90% success rate for people who
are diagnosed in time.
Bowel and Cancer Research started
in the 1990s as the London
Immunotherapy Cancer Centre
based at the Royal London Hospital.
It now funds research into bowel
cancer and other diseases associated
with the bowel at hospitals,
universities and other research
centers throughout the United
Kingdom. The charity has a vision
that nobody should die of bowel
cancer, have to live with chronic
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bowel disease or face life with a
permanent stoma.
Bowel and Cancer Research, whose
aim is to save and change lives by
funding research into bowel cancer
and other related diseases, funds
students undertaking PhD research
programmes and invests in other
research programmes. The donation
of £20,000 will enable scientists at
Imperial College to analyse the role
that bacteria plays and how it may
cause and perpetuate bowel cancer
growth. They will also be able to
better understand known risk factors
for bowel cancer such as obesity and
red meat consumption.
Mr. James Kinross, Senior Lecturer
and Consultant in Colorectal Surgery
in the Department of Surgery and
Cancer at Imperial College, London
said; “This very welcome grant will
enable essential research into the
working of the gut and the causes of
bowel cancer to continue. We are
therefore hugely grateful that the
Freemasons have recognised the
importance of what we are trying to
achieve and have agreed to support
us.”

Deborah Gilbert, Chief Executive
of Bowel and Cancer Research said,
“Thanks to the generosity of the
Freemasons, this grant secures this
unique research project at a very
important stage and enables it to
continue. It's fantastic for Bowel and
Cancer Research to have their
support.”
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BARONS COURT
PROJECT RECEIVES
£5,000 FROM THE MMC
The Barons Court project was recently awarded
£5,000 by the MMC; Bro. Nöel Haynes takes a
look at how the money is being spent.

T

he Barons Court Project, a day
centre for rough sleepers and
people living with mental health
issues, is very grateful to the
Metropolitan Masonic Charity for
contributing to their “Supporting
Minds” appeal. Launched last year the
appeal raised money to provide a
Support Worker to work with service
users to help with the varying needs
they present.
A drop-in service where rough
sleepers can access practical services
including: showers, laundry, collect
post, charge phones and get a meal.
Alongside this a range of activities is on
offer for all service users, including
those who come in and are living with
a mental health issue. The activities
range from those designed to stimulate
people and give them fun activities to
improve their quality of life, including:
drama classes, relaxation, music groups
and quizzes. On life skills day
structured learning sessions are offered
in ICT, cooking and on managing the
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home, and budgeting skills.
The Barons Court Project also offers
1-1 support sessions to help address
issues that service users might have.
These sessions typically include:
completing benefits forms, writing up
appeals, referrals to GP and
Psychiatrists, but also an increase in
supporting Eastern Europeans and
other non UK nationals, who are
sleeping rough to access documents
from Embassies so they can either
work, if permitted, or return home.
A Breakfast club, Women’s Group
and Black and Minority Ethnic Group
meet on Fridays.
In the past year over 200 individuals
have been supported, 80 of them are
regular attenders and support is ongoing whilst some people attend
during a crisis and are supported for a
short period of time.
“Bob was made homeless after his
live-in job ended. He was in his 50’s
and ex-Army. He was sleeping rough
in Hyde Park. He arrived at the project

and burst into tears. Through using the
shower, washing his clothes, providing
him with meals and hot drinks we
were able to build up his trust and
restore his dignity. During this time,
we worked with him to get his army
pension unlocked. He had a dream. He
wanted to buy a camper van and move
to Portugal and try his luck at getting
work there. On the third week day Bob
did not come back, he was off to live
his dream”.
“Whether supporting people in crisis
or longer term your grant has meant
The Barons Court Project can help
people to live fuller lives.”
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A CHILD’S FUTURE MOULDED
BY FREEMASONRY
W. Bro David Neale, LGR reports...

I

n April 2013 three-year-old Freya Bevan
was diagnosed with a ‘P.Net’ brain
tumour. Unfortunately, after two years of
treatment it became apparent that she
could not be treated successfully by the
NHS. Her parents, Paul and Katherine
Bevan, were advised to take her home
and enjoy their last few months of her
life. The family were approach by a
Freemason friend who told them about
Chelsea Lodge member, Mike Hyman,
and his Kids ‘n’ Cancer UK charity. Mike
had set up Kids ‘n’ Cancer in 2010 with
the support from Chelsea Lodge brethren
such as Rick Wakeman, Roger de
Courcey, Jethro Tull’s Mick Abrahams
and entertainer Miki Travis, who all
became early patrons of the charity.
The Charity’s aim is to help children
who are suffering from mass tumour
cancer and whom the NHS cannot fund,
to access Proton Therapy treatment in
America where such treatment is
available. The Charity funds treatment,
family support and travel costs, at an
average cost of £150,000 per child.
Paul Bevan, Freya’s Dad now takes up
the story “I called Mike at 7pm in the
evening after our hospital rejection. I was
amazed how positive Mike was about the
potential of saving Freya’s life he asked
me to send him Freya’s scans. At

midnight that night Mike arranged a
conference call to a consultant at the
Procure Proton Therapy Centre in
Oklahoma. The following morning Mike
was knocking on our door, to inform us
that Kids ‘n’ Cancer UK would support
myself and the Neath community in
South Wales with providing the funding
for Freya’s treatment in America,
including all our travel, accommodation
and subsistence. Six amazing days later
the treatment started under the care of
Dr. Andrew Chang and Dr. Michael
Confer, Radiation Oncologists at the
Oklahoma hospital. The treatment took
three months. We’ve just arrived back
from a medical follow up in Oklahoma
with great results, the oncologist
specialists are delighted with her
progress.”
The last word on this amazing story and
this wonderful charity goes to Kathy
Bevan, Freya’s Mum: “We were so
fortunate to meet such an amazing
humanitarian as Mike Hyman. So thank
you Mike, thank you Chelsea Lodge and
thank you Freemasonry. Mike says it's
Freemasonry that moulded him into the
man he is – Well I say Bravo to
Freemasonry, without Mike and their
support my daughter would not be here
now.”

WANTED: Assistant
Communications Specialists (x4)
The Metropolitan Communications Team is looking for four brethren to assist
as volunteer Assistant Communications Officers. Your work will be very wide
ranging and interesting and is likely to include the drafting and production of
Press releases and the reporting of internal/external events. The ability to spot
a good story as well as the usual IT abilities, access to a telephone and
flexibility will definitely be an advantage! We understand the pressures of
volunteering on home life and guarantee that the time involved can be
specifically tailored to your availability but is not likely to be less than one
evening a month when averaged out.
If interested, please contact d.robertsjones@metgl.com with a brief introductory note
and a contact telephone number.
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METROPOLITAN GRAND
CHAPTER’S BIENNIAL
DEMONSTRATION OF
THE CEREMONY OF
PASSING THE VEILS
Assistant Metropolitan Grand Superintendent E. Comp Ian Currans,
PGSwdB describes this little seen ceremony at St John’s Chapter No. 90.

O

ver 220 Companions, including
2nd Grand Principal Most
Excellent Companion Russell Race,
Metropolitan Grand Superintendent
Excellent Companion Sir Michael
Snyder and Most Illustrious
Companion Alan Wright, Grand Master
of the Order of Royal and Select
Masters, crammed into the Grand
Temple at Mark Masons Hall to
witness a real Veils extravaganza on
Wednesday 30th March.
At the commencement of
proceedings, Deputy Metropolitan
Grand Superintendent E. Comp Chris
Clark, PGSN welcomed all present,
explained the format of the evening
and then introduced E. Comp John
Hamill, PGSwdB, the renowned
Masonic historian. Comp. John
delivered a short talk entitled “An
Antient Ceremony,” explaining how
Passing the Veils had been a common
feature of exaltations in Antients’
Chapters in the late 1700s and early
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1800s until being removed from the
ritual in the great revision of 1834/35.
It is, however, still retained in Bristolbased Chapters, as well as in Scotland,
Ireland and the United States of
America.
After John’s talk, the Metropolitan
Grand Stewards’ Demonstration Team
worked the version of the ceremony
authorised by Supreme Grand Chapter,
using the impressive Veils framework
belonging to the Order of Royal and
Select Masters. This spectacular
demonstration was carried out
superbly by the team and greatly
enhanced by an illuminating
commentary from E. Comp Grahame
Lovett, MetGInsp.
Following the demonstration,
E. Comp Richard Gan, PAGDC, former
Deputy Grand Secretary of all the
Orders administered from Mark
Masons’ Hall, gave a talk explaining
the history and ceremonies of the
Order of Royal and Select Masters,

otherwise known as the Cryptic
degrees. These fascinating degrees
illustrate important episodes in the
story of King Solomon’s Temple and
shed light on the connection between
the Craft and the Royal Arch. The
Scottish version of the ceremony of
Passing the Veils, known as the
Excellent Master degree, is now the
basis of the concluding degree of those
conferred by this Order.
Proceedings in the Temple finished
with an expression of thanks from
Comp Chris Clark to all involved and
an appreciation of the magnificent
support by Metropolitan Companions.
After a refreshing drinks interval, the
Companions enjoyed an excellent
dinner and grateful thanks were
expressed once again to those who had
participated and especially to St John’s
Chapter No. 90, who had organised the
entire evening in a superb manner.
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“AN IMPOSSIBLE
TASK MADE
POSSIBLE” FIVE RAPID
RESPONSE CARS
FOR LONDON
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W. Bro David Neale, LGR, describes Metropolitan
support for London’s Emergency Services

F

ollowing the magnificent two
million pound pledge to help fund
a second emergency helicopter for
London Air Ambulance and to support
the work of London Ambulance
Service on the roads of London there
was a further launch ceremony outside
Freemasons’ Hall, attended by key
dignitaries and senior members of the
London Ambulance Service. There
Metropolitan Grand Master, RW Bro Sir
Michael Snyder, handed the keys of
five specially built high powered
Volkswagen Tiguan rapid response
vehicles to London’s Ambulance
Service.
Sir Michael Snyder said “The
donation of these five rapid response
ambulance cars is another fine
example of London Freemasons’ care
and support for the London
Community. The London Ambulance
services is the busiest in the world,
serving over seven million Londoners
plus those who visit, work or travel
through the capital. The London
Ambulance Service objective is to
provide the highest quality care to the
London community, I have no doubt
that our donation will be of enormous
support to them in achieving that
objective. On behalf of all London
Freemasons I am delighted to hand
over the keys to their highly trained
crews and thank them on behalf of all
London Freemasons for the good work
they do for everyone in Greater
London.”
Ben Pollard, Head of fundraising for
the L.A.S and a driver with the vehicle
response group responded “It was
approximately 12 months ago that I
was tasked with funding five new cars
to help us meet our commitment to
London. An impossible task but you,
London Freemasons, made it possible.
The rapid response cars are all
manned by volunteers who give their
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time freely to man the cars and attend
life changing and critical events. Each
one of us has experienced the
exhilarating emotion of bringing
someone back and saving a life, we
have also felt the grief of loss. Our
current fleet of cars has served us well,
but now they are tired”.
Ben continued “This donation by the
Freemasons’ of London, via the
Metropolitan Masonic Charity, is so
important to saving lives. I, and the
team, cannot thank you enough, I am
humbled to stand here today and to
receive these keys from Sir Michael. I
also thank the members of the Rye
Lodge, no 2272 who have made a
separate donation to enable us to
develop a quicker working navigation
and despatch system which is
currently being tested. I hope you
appreciate the Masonic Square and
Compass symbols on the sides of each
car as an acknowledgement of our
thanks to London Freemasons. Along
with the £2 million pledge to London’s
Air Ambulance and other past medical
projects, the lives you have saved must
make you proud.”
At least five London Freemasons’ are
volunteer drivers including W. Bro
Stratton Richey, Metropolitan Grand
Inspector and one of our younger
members, Brother Daniel Saxon, who
is a trainee full time emergency
response driver.
Dr Fiona Moore, CEO of London
Ambulance Service said: “I was
delighted to meet Sir Michael Snyder
and his colleagues today and to receive
the Metropolitan Grand Lodge’s very
kind donation of five Volkswagen
Tiguan emergency response vehicles.
The donation is a tremendous gesture
of support to the work of the London
Ambulance Service.”
Emergency response units’ patrol
across all parts of London, thus primed

to respond to an emergency at any
time, these particular five vehicles are
specifically destined for the boroughs
of Croydon, Friern Barnet, Ilford,
Hillingdon and Whetstone. They carry
lifesaving equipment of the highest
innovation and of course a paramedic
to treat the patient. They are on call
twenty-four hours a day three hundred
and sixty days a year. Their objective
is simply to provide the highest quality
care in an emergency situation.
The London Ambulance Service is a
National Health Service Trust that is
responsible for answering and
responding to medical emergencies in
Greater London, with over 4,500 staff
at its disposal. It is one of the busiest
ambulance services in the world, and
the busiest in the United Kingdom,
serving more than 7 million people
that live and work in London. The LAS
responds to over 1.5 million calls for
assistance every year. All 999 calls
from the public in London are
answered at the Emergency
Operations Centre (EOC) in Waterloo,
which then dispatches the appropriate
resources. To assist, the service's
command and control system is linked
electronically with the equivalent
system for London's Metropolitan
Police. This means that Police
information regarding specific jobs will
be updated directly on the computeraided dispatch (CAD) log, to be viewed
by the EOC and the resources allocated
to the job.
It is one of 10 ambulance trusts in
England providing emergency medical
services, and is part of the National
Health Service, receiving direct
government funding for its role. There
is no charge to patients for use of the
service, as every person in England has
the right to the attendance of an
ambulance in an emergency.
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T H E M E N AT T H E T O P :

JEREMY
BEECH
Jeremy Beech as a lad.

Masonic Career

1982 Initiated First Artificer Lodge
No. 3774
1986 Exalted First Artificer Chapter
No. 3774
1989 WM, First Artificer Lodge No.
3774
1993 First Principal – First Artificer
Chapter No. 3774
1995 LGR
2000 SLGR
2004 PAGStdB (Craft)
2004 VGO
2007 SVO (Craft)
2009 Joined Rainean Lodge No.
5763
2011 LGCR
2011 MetAGDC (Royal Arch)
2012 Joined Clerkenwell Lodge of
Installed Masters No. 9628
2012 - Joined Lodge Zetland No391
(Scottish Constitution)
2013 MetDepGDC – SLGCR
2013 PAGDC
2014 WM Rainean Lodge No. 5763
2015 PSGD
2015 AGSoj
2015 Metropolitan Grand Inspector
(Royal Arch)
2015 Joined Clerkenwell Chapter of
First Principals 9628
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W. Bro Stan Marut writes the latest in
our series of Men at the Top articles…

J

eremy was educated at Christ's
College at Blackheath where, top
of his class, he was considered
sufficiently bright to be put up a year
when he was 13, and subsequently
came close to last for the remainder
of his school days! On leaving
school, Jeremy was awarded a place
at the North West Kent College, based
at Dartford where he enrolled for a
Higher National Diploma in Business
Studies. Regrettably, he had a major
disagreement with a tutor regarding
the content of an essay he wrote on
the theme, “In your opinion, is it
better to work for £20 a week or not
work and receive dole of £22?”
Jeremy’s exposition regarded that it
was better to work for less money
than loaf around for slightly more.
This showed a consideration for a
view on life where the individual
could learn from his work experience,
acquire social skills and contribute to
society. The tutor however, marked
his paper with zero. A meeting with
the College Principal followed, but he
concurred with his member of staff
which effectively brought to an end
the prospect of an HND in Business
Studies, as Jeremy promptly left.
The family business, founded by his
grandfather and in which his father
also worked, was wholesaling 'spare
parts' for watchmakers and jewellers,
mending and fixing watches and the
associated equipment, notably
engraving machines. This family
business was based in Swanley, Kent
and at its peak employed more than
sixty people including a sales team of

seven commercial travellers.
Bearing in mind the family business
it followed that an academic course in
horology might be a good move and
so Jeremy studied horology at the
Hackney Polytechnic. Prior to this
however, he worked as an apprentice
in the pill packing department of the
Burroughs Wellcome Foundation
based at Dartford. An opportunity
arose for a position in the printing
department which was successfully
applied for. This meant that Jeremy
had to join the National Association of
Operative Printers and Assistants
(NATSOPA). This gave new skills and
learning in industrial relations and
from time to time Jeremy was the
Father of the Chapel, which was
effectively a Shop Steward's position.
Jeremy had two brothers, Neyland
who had been a commercial traveller
in the family business and Nicholas
who had no desire to be a part of it,
but became a successful Antiques
Dealer. Neyland decided that he
wanted to tour the world and with
£50 in his pocket set off on his travels.
This created a vacancy and it was
then that Jeremy decided to join the
business taking his brother's place as
commercial traveller. Success in this
position in the family business meant
that Jeremy’s responsibilities grew.
However, over the following years,
newer technologies in the clock and
watch making business, 'Quartz'
movements etc meant that the
traditional watch repair industry went
into a steep decline. By 1989, the
writing was on the wall and, even
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Jeremy Beech at
around the time
of his initiation.
Jan and Jeremy Beech.

Jan and Jeremy Beech.
Jeremy shows
off his red
socks for
Chapter.

though Jeremy’s father had invested
heavily, Jeremy closed the business
in order to try and retain the building
and its freehold.
Turning to masonry, Jeremy knew
that both his father and grandfather
were Freemasons and remembers the
times that his father, Trevor Beech
LGR, PPGReg (Kent), a member of
First Artificer Lodge No 3774, would
lock himself in a room with Jeremy's
mother, Brenda. Certain knocking
sounds emanated from the room and
guessing it had something to do with
the Freemasons, Jeremy's curiosity
was engaged! Apart from this and the
“obvious” regalia case, there were
visits from what he later found to be
other brother masons. His first
approach to his father about
becoming a Freemason was whilst on
a car journey. Following the
discussion, nothing happened for 18
months until he was told that he had
an interview in a fortnight - the only
preparation given being the time and
venue! At the interview Jeremy was
asked about his religious beliefs and
promptly stated that he was not a
believer in a strict sense. A small
clarification was required, everything
became clear, and then Jeremy was
all set. He was Initiated at the age of
twenty-seven by his father into the
First Artificer Lodge, which at the
time had a preponderance of
members who worked in the watch,
clock and allied jewellery trades.
Lodge of Instruction was an
important part of membership of First
Artificer and he attended on a regular
SUMMER 2016

basis. His participation in LOI was
noted by an older member, W. Bro
John Clibbens; the “epitome” of a
mentor. Given that in those days
younger Master Masons were
expected to learn roles which they
had not reached in the Lodge as part
of learning, Jeremy was asked to
learn the Master’s work in the First
Degree. This was to be accomplished
within 90 days. His masonic work
ethic was that he always wanted to be
as good as the Brother in front and
better than the one behind. This
boded well for his future masonic
career. The habits engendered at this
time stood him in good stead
throughout his masonic life. He
joined the Royal Arch in 1986 being
exalted into First Artificer Chapter
No. 3774 and becoming First Principal
in 1993.
Jeremy’s uncle ran a pub called
"Chequers" in Darenth, Kent. He
transformed it into a thriving venue
which Jeremy would often visit with
one of his brothers to have some
lunch. On one particular day food was
ordered by the boys and his brother’s
portion was relatively meagre whilst
Jeremy’s plate was brim full. The
barmaid, Jan, was obviously anxious
to make a connection which proves
the old adage that the way to a man’s
heart is through his stomach. With the
signal clear, he and Jan, after a threeyear courtship were married in 1981.
Their daughter Emma came along in
1991. Jan was a full time Nursery
Nurse in London and was fortunate
that she was able to take the time off

Five things you
didn't know about
Jeremy Beech:
1) Trained as Watch and
Clockmaker

2) Joe Leeway, former
roadie and group member
of the Thompson Twins,
lives with the Beech’s
3) Member of English
Toastmasters Association

4) Has a passion for trekking
in Nepal where he has
trekked across the Thoring
La, the world’s highest
pass on the Annapurna
circuit
5) His computer company
produces the software
that "prints" the edible
lettering on cakes for a
major supermarket chain
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from work to raise their daughter.
Coincidentally, Emma too has
become a Nursery Nurse having
studied vocationally at University of
Kent, Canterbury.
With the demise of the family
business, a new opportunity had to be
found. Jeremy sold his car and armed
with £150 he started a computer
business, knowing nothing about it.
Recruiting a young schoolboy, Gary,
who had a bit of computer nous and
who better understood the market,
Jeremy spent the money on a variety
of console games. To get the venture
off the ground Gary would drop
leaflets into his school offering a
Computer Club Discount card for
£5.00. Amazingly this hit the right
buttons and there were queues to
become card holders. From this early
beginning the business, known as
Swanley Computers, took off, still
trades and is one of the oldest
independent computer stores in
Europe. Gary still pops in from time
to time for a cuppa and a chat.
Jeremy progressed within Craft and
the Holy Royal Arch and within First
Artificer Lodge No 3774 had become
Director of Ceremonies in 1993, a role
which he thoroughly enjoyed. Joining

the Devonshire Group he started his
escorting duties accompanying VW
Bro. Brian Vickers and escorted many
Senior Masons for 13 years thereafter.
He became an Escorting Officer in
2011 (MetAGDC) in the RA and
reached the pinnacle, as he puts it, of
his escorting career when being asked
to become a Metropolitan Deputy
Grand Director of Ceremonies, which
he did for an extremely happy and
rewarding two years.
Jeremy recalls being completely
taken aback when asked by E.
Comp. Chris Frankland to become an
Inspector. However, he would tell you
that you are not an Inspector of Craft
or Holy Royal Arch, but you are an
Inspector first, with particular
responsibilities. Currently, Jeremy is
also heading up the SVO
Developmental Workshop under the
remit of Assistant Metropolitan Grand
Master, Phillip Summers. He sees
masonry as not an appendage to
other interests and pursuits, but his
raison d’être. Asked about views on
the theme of what he would like to
see in London masonry, he
considered it important that masonry
was enjoyable and vibrant for
everyone and that there should be

less pressure for the ritual to be
absolutely perfect. Provided the
words “flowed” it could be “spell
binding” as he put it. One very useful
innovation remains his idea that in
order to turn out competent masons
there might be a “Coaching Lodge of
Instruction” as such. Not only would
there be coaching in the work that
was to be done in the Temple, but also
preparing the incoming Master for his
term of office, wand drill,
perambulation but above all providing
confidence.
Jeremy is a Patron of the In
Flanders Field Museum and the Last
Post Association, Ypres. He has also
acted as a mentor to troubled
teenagers as part of a community
scheme. His heart seems to be in all
the right places and it is
commendable that he is able to
financially assist those less well-off in
far flung countries and actively
supports three families in Nepal. No
doubt his parents would be proud of
him and he fondly remembers his
father saying to him, “Jeremy, for
many years your mother and I have
been looking for some good in you and
failed, but the Freemasons appear to
have struck gold!!”

NEW PINS FOR
ROYAL ARCH REPS!
E. Comp Chris Clark, PGSN, Deputy Metropolitan
Grand Superintendent describes this new lapel pin
which you may start to see being worn in Craft
Lodges over the coming months…

M

etropolitan Grand Chapter has
just introduced an Appointment
Certificate and distinctive lapel badge
for the London Royal Arch
Representatives in Craft Lodges. The
aim is to highlight the importance of
Royal Arch Representatives because
they are the proactive recruitment link
between the Craft and the Royal Arch.
London has several initiatives to help
them with their role: briefing seminars
to explain the job; the ‘Talking Heads’
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playlet to help provide answers to
likely questions; and Royal Arch Rep
Coordinators to offer practical
assistance and encouragement in how
to carry out the role successfully. The
introduction of the Appointment
Certificate and lapel badge will help
elevate the profile of the RA Rep,
much as already happens with the
Mentor role. It is important for the RA
Rep to exercise due discretion in his
Lodge so that he can maintain the

freshness of his approach. A brief (say,
around three minutes) spot in the
Second Rising, not necessarily at every
meeting, should be sufficient, giving
time to remind their members of
Chapter(s) with which they have links
and mentioning any members who
have recently been exalted. Currently,
some 39% of London Craft Masons are
in the Royal Arch and it would be most
satisfactory to see this proportion
increase beyond 40%.
ISSUE 25

MASONIC
MUTUAL - AN
INTRODUCTION

arena

Brethren will have seen recent advertisements in arena
(see page 20) and Freemasonry Today magazines for Masonic
Mutual Limited but what does this company do and perhaps
more importantly, what has it got to do with us as London
Lodge and Chapter members? (Whilst arena does not
recommend any companies, MML’s ownership/ethos may
encourage London brethren to consider investigating further)...

O

n your behalf, this magazine has
the answer, having interviewed
W. Bro. Robin Furber, PSGD, its
Chairman and who, keen readers
will recall, has been in Arena
previously. As the then Grand
Secretary General of the Ancient and
Accepted Rite, Robin was the first of
many to be interviewed when we
introduced what is commonly
known as "Rose Croix" to our readers
as the inaugural article of the series
on the other orders in Freemasonry.
Robin explained by way of
background that prior to his taking
over as Grand Secretary General, he
had 'retired' from a thirty-five year
insurance career in the City of
London which had culminated in his
final post with a large insurance
brokerage looking after corporate
clients and their insurance needs.
He went on to say that whilst he was
on the Court of the Worshipful
Company of Pewterers, he became
aware that the Livery Companies
Mutual, a mutually-owned company,
had been set up by certain of the
livery companies of the City in order
to better manage and protect the
insurance risks of their halls and
other property assets. This
"common interest" approach
allowing same-sector companies to
band together in this way struck a
chord with him and he mentioned it
to the then Grand Treasurer, Nigel
Buchanan, PJGW, as being a
possibility for Freemasonry, where
masonic halls across the country
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would all be separately insuring
themselves. Things went quiet for a
while but the matter had clearly
been noted as in October 2013,
Quentin Humberstone, PJGW, the
current Grand Treasurer rang him to
say that the matter had been
discussed further and asked if Robin
would consider taking up the
challenge of setting a similar vehicle
up for freemasonry.
After a period of planning by Robin
and the other members of the protoBoard, the Masonic Mutual Limited
was launched on 1st July 2014 with
UGLE, the RMBI and the Supreme
Council among its initial members
which with a few other masonic halls
gave it critical mass with the ability
to reduce the costs of cover with
immediate effect. Clearly as the
owners of more masonic halls join
the mutual, its ability to negotiate
better pricing grew in tandem and
the fact that it only does masoniclinked business (it covers all masonic
Orders not just the Craft) makes it an
attractive option for those requiring
protection for masonic halls around
the country, including those in
Scotland as well.
Set up for masons by masons and
governed by masons (none of the
board of directors are paid, it has to
be said), gives it a very individual
USP. The day-to-day administration
is carried out on its behalf by Regis
Mutual Management who are paid,
but the fact that, as Robin says, there
are no shareholders requiring

W. Bro Robin Furber, PSGD- Chairman
of the Masonic Mutual Ltd.
dividends to be taken out of the
business (although the members can
get quasi-dividends by having
premiums returned if business is
good, at the sole discretion of the
Board), nor a commission-hungry
sales force, it can work for the
common benefit and long term good
of its members.
Originally set up for masonic
organisations with their own
properties alone, the company had
so many enquiries from individual
lodges for cover that the Board has
made a change to its offering by now
covering masonic regalia, furniture
and general lodge/unit liabilities. In
addition, it is also able to arrange
Trustee liability insurance as well as
other insurance products. Robin
stated that while this had been in the
business plan for the future, it was
brought forward to provide cover for
masonic units without their own
premises, as is the situation for the
overwhelming majority of lodges and
chapters meeting in London.
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SPORTS NEWS
METROPOLITAN
BOWLING UPDATE
W Bro Ian Keech, SLGR, reflects on a competitive
match and the way forward for the LMBA

O

n Sunday 17th April the London
Masonic Bowlers Association
(LMBA) closed their Indoor Season
with the now highly anticipated Gala
LIMBO Bowls competition. LIMBO
stands for London Inspired Masonic
Bowls Occasion. We hold LIMBO at
the end of both the Outdoor and
Indoor seasons. Masonic teams are
invited plus the Host Club as a
courtesy for the use of their facilities
to compete and all proceeds from
LIMBO events go directly to Charity.
Same as last year there were eight
rinks competing, including the
defending Champions from 2015,
West Kent MBA. They were up
against two rinks from Berkshire
MBA, two rinks from the Host Club,
Herts. BC, and three rinks from
LMBA. After four rounds of fifty
minutes each, one team emerged
with 52 points and 2 teams tied for
Second place with 50 points each. On
a count back for highest Shots, the
Defending Champions found
themselves as Runners Up to the
Herts. BC ‘B’ team.
Importantly the net result was
over £100 raised towards the
Metropolitan Air Ambulance Project,
plus thirty-two bowlers returning
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home, tired but very happy after a
splendid evening meal and a good
afternoon’s bowling.
The LMBA has been inexistence
for over 60 years, a period of time in
which we have seen dramatic
changes in every aspect of our way of
life. LMBA has to reflect that the days
of a Masonic Bowls Tour to Australia
with over 100 Bowlers [and yes that
did really happen!] are long gone.
As so often we can be wise after
the event in realising that our ‘active’
membership is now heavily
concentrated in the North/North
West of the Metropolitan area, where
our initiative some years ago to locate
to a ‘host’ venue easily accessible for
our travelling Provincial opponents
met with high praise!
Sadly, LMBA had failed in some
measure to recognise that our
membership and potential
membership deserved equal
consideration if they were to play
often at a venue within the
Metropolitan area, where the travel
and time taken problems become a
disincentive to play, especially
compared to the closeness of their
Home club, plus the ability to join
with many friends for Away fixtures.

For members living South of the
Thames a more natural course would
be to join Surrey MBA and who could
blame them?
On one aspect we appear to have
unanimous agreement on is that
Masonic Bowls matches against other
Provinces are the most enjoyable! So
considering the size of London it has
to be addressed how membership of
the LMBA becomes more evenly
spread across the Metropolitan Area.
So the LMBA invites any Brother
to get his Home Club to be the ‘host’
for an LMBA fixture. Hopefully given
sufficient advance notice this would
attract fellow Brethren in that area to
want to play in those matches too and
our membership can then cover
London more evenly. The objective is
to rebuild our relationship with all
metropolitan bowlers and potential
bowlers. LMBA wants a new
beginning in a format that suits more
if not all Metropolitan Brethren.
LMBA exists for the benefit of every
Masonic Brother in The Metropolitan
Grand Lodge -- and that means YOU!
Please do contact W Bro Ian Keech
at ian.a.keech@btinternet.com;
07904525988 or write to 16 St Francis
Close, Potters Bar, Herts. EN6 2RH.
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METROPOLITAN
GOLF UPDATE
W.Bro John Massmann, SLGR, provides
his regular update on another draw!

T

he relevant Golf Societies of
Metropolitan and East Kent met
on 26th April to engage once again in
their annual challenge for the ‘Russell
Race Trophy’ at the West Essex Golf
Club in East London.
Played in frequent bouts of rain,
sleet and snow, that six teams battled
around to a conclusion that resulted
in a tie (two wins and two halves
each), much to the merriment of all
involved that having fought the
conditions for four and a half hours –
nothing had changed!
Our Picture shows the E. Comp
Chris Frankland, PGSN presenting
the said trophy back to East Kent
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Captain – W. Bro Keith Hodgson, so
that they can retain it, yet again, until
2017, when it will be their turn to
host the event.
A full programme of other ’spot
prizes’ took place, and Derek Reed
triumphed on the Nearest the Pin 3rd
Hole, and Michael Horley won the
‘Longest Drive’ narrowly beating
Metropolitan Golf Secretary John
Massmann to the prize.
In the Individual event, Bob
Appleby achieved top spot from the
East Kent contingent, with Steve
Brown retaining the ‘Opening Ode’
shield for winning from the Met
Grand Lodge entry.

A super Festive Board was held,
where Bro. Massmann kept the
assemblage amused with some family
anecdotes, leading up to the
presentation for the spot and
individual prizes by incoming
Metropolitan Captain Simon
McCarthy, who praised the well run
day although regretting that the Met
team failed by such a narrow margin
to wrest the Trophy back from East
Kent.
The Society now look forward to
another Inter County event on June
9th, when it is hoped they can repeat
their winning formula from 2015!
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The Western
Circuit Lodge
No 3154

Annual Festival
Saturday 24th September 2016

Now in its 16th year, the AMULL Festival returns to London, in fact 113, Chancery Lane, the grade 2 listed Hall of the
Law Society, the association for the Solicitor’s profession, founded in 1825. This venue, new to AMULL, will lend a real
sense of occasion to another scintillating day of reflection, fellowship and enjoyment.
We will gather at around 10.00am for a welcome coffee and pastry whilst you mingle and meet
up with old friends before climbing the marble staircase that leads to the magnificent Common
Room renowned for its celebrated Persian enamel frieze by Conrad Dressler, depicting human
and divine justice, for our Annual Lecture. This year we are honoured to host the Rt. Hon.
Admiral The Lord West of Spithead, GCB, DSC, D.Uni. PC. the former First Sea Lord and Chief
of the Naval Staff who will take us down a memory lane of nautical experiences.
Following our Lecture we will leave the Law Society Hall for a short walk along Chancery Lane
into Fleet Street where we will find the Guild Church of St Dunstan-in-the-West, the venue for
our Ecumenical Service. This year we will led by our own Rev.Peter Blackwell-Smith, a former
medical practitioner with the Address given by the Bishop of Fulham.
On return to the Law Society we will enjoy our usual champagne reception prior to a superb and convivial lunch in the
Common Room. Proceedings will close at around 3.45pm.
All in all, a truly great day out in an ambient setting that the public would not normally be admitted to see.
Members, wives, partners and friends are cordially invited to join us at AMULL 2016 and an early booking is advisable
as numbers are limited. Tickets priced at £95 per person.
A pour memoire will be sent approximately two weeks prior to the event showing timings and directions to the venue.
To book your place(s) please send your cheque (£95 per person) payable to AMULL to Simon Oliver, Glenwood, 20
Lowther Road, Wokingham RG41 1JD with form below OR by Bank transfer to Sort Code 40-07-25 A/C no.51370464
Account name is AMULL. Add as reference your Surname and Initial so that we can identify the payment. Please also
confirm the booking and bank transfer by email to sj-oliver@hotmail.co.uk

Please reserve ........................................... places for me at AMULL 2016
Name ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Tel
Address

..........................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Postcode ................................................................................................. My Lodge Name/ number
My Email

..........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

My guests are 1 .................................................................................. 2 ..................................................................................................... 3

Student?

Yes

No

......................................................................................................................

Special Dietary Requirements ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
I enclose a cheque for/ have deposited by bank transfer £ ...........................................................................................................................................................................................
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METROPOLITAN LODGE
AND CHAPTER TREASURERS
HAVE A NEW TOOL AVAILABLE…
W. Bro Malcolm Drummond and other members of Bounds Green Lodge,
No. 4406, have produced an Excel document containing a number of
linked spreadsheets that aid the novice Treasurer in running Lodge
accounts. Bro Malcolm explains the software for arena readers…

O

ur software is designed for the
Treasurer without a finance
background and enables him to track all
income and expenditure and will also
generate a set of accounts for his
auditors to examine. The Income and
Expenditure accounts are fully
amendable via the set-up screen. This
program was written by a Mason, for
Masons. The initial idea was to get away
from the “traditional” Balance Sheet and
Statement of Accounts that not many of
us understand. The theory behind it was
to make the figures as transparent and
easy to understand as possible.
Features include: Subscriptions,
Dining Fees, Monthly Payments for
Subs and/or Dining, Donations,
Payment Request Form, Standing Order

Form, Almoners Fund, Special Fund (for
any fund your Lodge is saving for, e.g.
Centenary Fund), Current Account,
Charity Account Investment Account
and more.
The software is suitable for any Lodge
with up to 100 members and is
accompanied by an information booklet
that explains how to use it. All they ask
for is a modest donation of £10 that will
go toward the London Air Ambulance
Appeal. Please send a cheque for £10
payable to "Metropolitan Masonic
Charity" together with your name,
Lodge name and No. and email address.
The software will then be emailed back
to you. Please send ‘For the attention of
Miss Carole Hunt’, Metropolitan Grand
Lodge Office, PO Box 29055, London,

SUBSCRIPTION TO
METROPOLITAN

WC2B 5UN
Feedback which Bro Malcolm has
received includes:
"Well done for your hard work and many
thanks for sharing it amongst fellow
masons."
"I have just opened the spreadsheet and
it is precisely what I have been hoping for!
Many thanks from a very relieved
Treasurer."
"Nice bit of software. This is so easy to
understand"
"I have to say on first view looks pretty
comprehensive. You are to be congratulated
on producing such a worthwhile document
and I look forward to using it and
hopefully making the Treasurer's life so
much easier."
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Interested in the "Men at the Top" series but prefer to read it in your armchair rather than at the desk?
We have had many readers saying that they would prefer
to read a printed copy of arena and that they don't enjoy
reading it on their iPad, or computer screen. If that is the
case for you and you would be interested in subscribing
for a copy, click below to complete the form

Subscription
Information:
CLICK HERE to
purchase a
year's
subscription to
arena.

electronically or print and fill out the form below. The
cost is £18.00 for a year’s subscription but clearly if there
were significant numbers, that would drop. The data
collected below will only be used for this purpose.



Your name:
Address:

Telephone:
email:

Fill in the form here online or print and return this form to:
The Subscriptions Manager, arena, MetGL/MetGC, PO Box 29055, London WC2B 5UN
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FA M O U S L O N D O N M A S O N S :

SIR HENRY IRVING
W. Bro Stan Marut
looks at the life and
career of well-known
thespian, Sir Henry
Irving.
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H

ad Henry Irving lived today
he would no doubt have been
a superstar and a possible winner
of BAFTAs, Oscars and other such
film and theatre accolades.
Considering that he died more
than one hundred and ten years
ago, he is still held in very high
esteem and a number of
biographies remain in print. His
performances were renowned and
he was responsible for a
restoration of the “serious” theatre
away from what the Times of
October 14th 1905 called the “farce
and opera bouffe of the vulgarest
order” which had been prevalent.
Henry Irving, it appears, also
transformed the financial fortunes
of the Lyceum Theatre at that
time. What is, perhaps, not well
known to the man in the street, is
that Henry Irving was a
Freemason, fitting this in alongside
his extremely busy and peripatetic
acting career.
He was born John Henry
Brodribb in 1838 in Keinton
Mandeville, Somerset. His modest
beginnings would be no harbinger
of his subsequent career and his
meetings and friendship with
royalty. He was sent at an early
age to Hasletown, Cornwall where
he was to stay until aged about ten
with his aunt, uncle and cousins. It
appears that this break from his
mother would impact on him later
in life. The parents headed to
London for work and it was only
on the death of his uncle that he
was summoned to 85 Old Broad
Street in the City of London where
they lived.
At school in London he had
shown some aptitude for “play
acting” with his friends. The young
Brodribb left school aged fourteen
and worked for a firm of lawyers in
the City. Subsequently he was
placed in a firm of East India
Merchants. It was about this time
that he gave an indication of his

interest in drama and enrolled in
the City Elocution Class where he
developed his posture and speech
which would play a role in his
subsequent chosen career. Soon
after he gave up his job and he
began his first appearances on
stage. It was at this time he took on
the name Henry Irving, partly due
to his admiration for the author
Washington Irving author of Rip
Van Winkle and Sleepy Hollow. As
a young actor he had his share of
lean times. Nevertheless, despite
his humble beginnings on stage he
went on to play some of the
greatest acting parts in the
“serious” repertoire such as
Hamlet, Macbeth and Othello
amongst others. He was
professionally associated with
Ellen Terry for a considerable
number of years until his death in
1905. He became manager of the
Lyceum Theatre in 1878.
However, this is to gloss over an
amazing career in the theatre.
The year previous in 1877 he
became a Freemason on 27th April
at the age of thirty nine. Andrew
Prescott the masonic historian
writes that “there was a growing
social prestige of freemasonry in
the second half of the nineteenth
century. Prince Albert Edward, the
future King had been initiated into
freemasonry in 1868 and had
become Grand Master in 1874”.
Henry Irving having by this time
had achieved some prominence as
an actor and would have met many
esteemed theatre goers who were
part of this masonic milieu and
may have encouraged his
participation in Freemasonry.
Regrettably, at that time there was
no mandate to record a proposer
and seconder and who these might
have been is uncertain.
Fortunately, however, he was
initiated into Jerusalem Lodge 197,
a Red Apron Lodge, on the 27th
April 1877. The Lodge was not
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named in reference to the City of
Jerusalem, but to the tavern in
Clerkenwell where it met.
His initiation was performed by
Worshipful Brother Sir William Cusins
who, as well as being Worshipful
Master of the Lodge, was also Master of
the Queen's Music. Although the Lodge
was “antiquarian”, having originally
received its Warrant of Constitution in
1731, there had been a schism and
Jerusalem Lodge 197 received a new
Charter in 1771. The centenary
celebration in 1871 was attended by the
Prince of Wales. It appears that Irving
gave his occupation as “comedian”
which is recorded in Lodge records
residing at 15a Grafton Street, which
was close to Bond Street and Piccadilly.
This may have been a practical joke as
he had been known for this. Edward,
Prince of Wales would be not only a
brother mason but also a friend who
appreciated the theatrical arts and
Irving’s prowess. Bearing in mind his
responsibilities in the world of theatre,
it was obviously difficult for him to
attend all the meetings of the Lodge
and it was some years before he was
Passed to the degree of Fellowcraft in
1882. It should be noted that during
1879 he played the role of Shylock to
much acclaim for two hundred and
fifty performances at the Lyceum to
audiences totalling more than three
hundred and thirty thousand which in
those times was unprecedented. He
also toured the United States
extensively which would have taken
him out of the country for long periods.
Nevertheless, records confirm that on
the 24th November 1882 he was Passed
and later Raised on the 12th January
1883 by the W. Bro Sir Edward
Letchworth who would later become
the Grand Secretary. This illustrates
the company that Irving kept and the
brethren of high social standing who
were members of his first lodge.
He had been married since 1869 to
Florence O’Callaghan, the daughter of
an Army Surgeon General. She bore
him two sons. It was not a marriage
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made in heaven and being driven in a
carriage from what was probably
Irving’s greatest triumph to date,
making him an overnight star (as
Mathias in The Bells by Leopold Davis
Lewis), she remarked, “are you going to
go on making a fool of yourself like this
for the rest of your life?”. Apparently he
stopped the carriage, got out and never
spoke to her or saw her again for the
remainder of his life. Coupled with this
rejection by his wife, he had already
suffered a blow when his “ferociously
Methodist” mother disowned him in
1856 when he had decided to go on the
stage. This was the second time in his
life that he had been pushed aside by
her; the first time to Cornwall. Irving’s
views on life and fortune would have
probably changed considerably given
this double rejection.
Irving’s life sans femmes resulted in
bachelor living, although he remained
married until he died. This meant that
his social pre-occupations took him to
many of the gentlemen’s clubs in
London where he became a member of
some of the most notable including the
Savage, Athenaeum, Reform and
Garrick as well as the Marlborough, to
which he had been invited to join by
Edward, Prince of Wales. A number of
Clubs formed masonic lodges,
including the Savage Club, of which
Irving had been a member since 1871,
The formation of such a Lodge was at
the behest of the Prince of Wales who
had become an honorary member of
the Savage Club in 1882. Irving was
one of the petitioners and the Savage
Club Lodge No 2190 was duly
consecrated and received its Warrant
on the 18th December 1886. He briefly
held Office as Treasurer in 1887.
Despite a hectic theatrical schedule,
Irving did find time to join St Martin’s
Lodge No 2455 in February 1893 where
he received honorary membership in
1904. This would be the extent of his
masonic activity. He never joined the
Holy Royal Arch, or any other Orders.
Although he has been criticised for
being a “reluctant” freemason, the
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pressing duties of his acting career
had to be predominant.
During his time as an actor he had
the opportunity of performing before
the Royal Family both at
Sandringham and Windsor.
Considering that when he started his
career actors had been considered no
better than rogues and vagabonds,
there is no doubt that he and his
fellow actors, including the famous
Ellen Terry who played alongside
Henry, transformed the art into
something which was noble and
acceptable to Victorian sensibilities.
Henry Irving was the first British
Actor ever to receive a knighthood
and when he had been dubbed Sir
Henry by Queen Victoria she
remarked as an aside that it “gives
me great pleasure” which was not
usual protocol and showed the high
regard in which he was held.
Alas, Irving got into financial
difficulty at the Lyceum for a
number of reasons and he
surrendered the lease to a syndicate
which continued to employ him as
leading actor and director until the
syndicate went into receivership in
1902. He gave a last London
performance at Drury Lane in 1903
and continued to tour within the UK
but his health deteriorated and after
a performance of Lord Tennyson’s
'Becket', in Bradford he retired to his
hotel where he collapsed and died.
His body was brought to London,
cremated and his ashes interred in
Westminster Abbey on the 20th
October 1905. Such was the adulation
for him that there were over fifty
thousand applications to attend the
service. The King was represented, as
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was Queen Alexandra, whose floral
tribute to him was a cross of white
lilies an lily of the valley. He was
survived by two sons from his
marriage to Florence who despite her
estrangement from him had the
temerity to use the honorific title
“Lady” after Henry had been
knighted. However, he was
sufficiently demure to continue to
use on theatre publicity and
programmes only the title and name
Mr Henry Irving.
One can only surmise, had he
presumed to take Freemasonry to its
next logical step, what his rendition
of masonic ritual would have been
like. We can only assume that any
rendition would have been presented
with the same gravitas as his public
theatre performances.

Sources:
Sir Henry Irving –
A Victorian Actor and his
World – Jeffrey Richards –
Hambledon and
London – 2005
Henry Irving – The Actor
and his World – Laurence
Irving – Columbus
Books – 1951
Bram Stoker – A Biography
of the Author of Dracula –
Barbara Belford – Phoenix
Giant – 1997 (Bram Stoker
was a good friend of Irving
and they worked together at
the Lyceum for many years).
Personal Reminiscences of
Henry Irving – Bram Stoker
– Heinemann - 1906
(available as download from
http://bramstoker.org/pdf/n
onfic/03irving03.pdf
The Life of Henry Irving
Vols 1 & 2 – Austin Brereton
– Vols 1 & 2 – 1908 –
(available as a Kindle
Download).
Brother Irving: Sir Henry
Irving and Freemasonry by
Andrew Prescott – 2003 –
The Irving Society.
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SPECIAL
INTEREST IN
CIGARS?
W. Bro Barry White LGR, tells us about Hazara Lodge No. 4159

T

he Hazara Cigar Club is London's
newest mobile cigar smoking club,
meeting 3 to 4 times a year in London
and the surrounding areas. The club
recently held its February meeting which
boasted over twenty-five members
enjoying dinner and cigars at Boisdale,
Belgravia. Members brought their own
range of cigars to smoke during the
evening, although there were cigars
available on sale from Boisdale.
The Hazara Cigar Club was born out of
the Military Masonic Lodge (Hazara No
4159) formed in October 1920 in
Abbottabad, then India - now Pakistan Abbottabad being a garrison town.
Hazara is the Turkish and Persian word
for "a body of troops numbering one
thousand” The Hazara Lodge returned to
the UK to re-established itself and in
doing so was represented in 1947 by 3
colonels, 2 Lt-Colonels, 2 Majors and
other high ranking officers. The last few
years has seen a decline in membership
due to age and circumstances beyond the
control of the Lodge, with many of the
older members passing away etc.
A group of cigar smoking masons
headed up by the Secretary, W. Bro Barry
White, decided to save this failing Lodge
from the embers and reignite the interest
of the Lodge with a slant on cigar
smoking after meetings. What followed
was a bunch of masons having fun and
enjoying each other’s company smoking
their favourite cigars at meetings after
dinner. The membership of the Hazara
Cigar Club is made up of Masons and
Non-Mason all of whom regularly
socialise together.
The Hazara Lodge are keen to promote
both clubs and would welcome new
members. The Lodge meets three times
per year, currently at the Civil Service
Club in Charing Cross. For more
information, please contact Barry at
bnw5535@yahoo.co.uk.
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LORD MAYOR’S SHOW
2016 - THE COUNTDOWN
W. Bro John Parry, SLGR, muses on the preparation for this
important event - and seeks those who’d like to join in

C

hristmas turkey, ideas for the
2016 Lord Mayor’s Show float
were already fighting for room in the
upcoming schedule. By mid-January
our entry is confirmed with the
Pageantmaster, a place in the show
booked and paid for and we’ve
secured the magnificent Great Hall
at Bart’s Hospital for the post show
family lunch. Note to self, must talk
menus... Had a fun meeting with the
current Lord Mayor and Alderman,
W. Bro Dr. Andrew Parmley; Andrew
is in line to be Lord Mayor. He’s
proud to be a Freemason and keen to
let people know what wonderful
things we do. Let’s hope the
broadcasters let him speak on the
day!
Sharpening my brain and pencils I
start to turn my scribbles into real
ideas for our entry and polish them
up on my creaking Mac. Can’t
believe this is really my eighth Show,
more disc space needed! By
February family members groan at
some of my more outlandish
creations and the computer trash
can fills rapidly! Throughout March
I’m often in the headmaster’s office
airing my concepts to the stern
senior members of Metropolitan
Grand Lodge. The hugely public
unveiling that the final design will
get merits some serious
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consideration; I sense a large weight
of responsibility. I usually leave
them smiling - although I note it
might just be benevolence on their
part. The end of March sees me
producing booking forms and copy
for Porchway and compiling the Met
Officer’s Mess video to include the
Lord Mayors Show trailer.
As Spring slips into Summer, it
pushes thoughts of a cool Saturday in
November to the back of everybody’s
mind, everyone that’s not involved
with preparing the Lord Mayor’s
Show that is. My wife accuses me of
never sleeping!
Inflatables prove rather too costly;
onto ‘plan B’ then. April and May fly
by; the team come on board and
we’re now in full swing organising
the mechanics of the design having
signed off the preliminary designs
with the Pageantmaster. I confirm
generous contributions of
construction, staff, materials and
transport are available for float.
Previous years necessitated
designing the 80 individual banners,
sourcing a manufacturer and last
year one cold and foggy morning I
shot the old LAA helicopter landing
on top of the London Hospital and
let Photoshop make it sparkle in the
sun on blue sky with our new livery.
The end of July sees us circulating

and processing booking forms and
finalising the 1:20 scale float
drawings with the Pagentmaster.
August-time to knot the corners of
my hanky, roll up both trouser legs
and head off for a paddle before the
Sept rush. This period is the most
hectic; the last push of answering
queries, rounding up the cheques
and chasing the 150 people who are
dining, post-show, at Bart’s. Artwork
and designs for the 16, 8’ x 4’ panels
are with the printer, any print
problems? No-phew! Now it’s time to
write the copy for the official
commemorative program and App.
By the ultimate week in October,
float no. IDs, passes and movement
orders arrive and it's time to submit
interesting facts and stories to the
BBC should they choose to film us.
By the morning of the show the Met
Stewards have been instructed, lorry
dressed, troops mustered, rain macs
packed and my security briefing
delivered. Even if it rains we’ll have
the warmth of the crowds to cheers
us along. Fingers crossed the sun
shines.
To participate and/or dine at this
year’s Lord Mayors Show see
Porchway or contact
john@wobbly.co.uk.

ISSUE 25

arena
REVIEW OF ‘THREE
CENTURIES OF ENGLISH
FREEMASONRY’
- A RESPONSE
Diane Clements, Director, Library and Museum of
Freemasonry, responds to the last arena edition’s review...

I

n his very generous and
perceptive review of our new
exhibition Three Centuries of
English Freemasonry in the last
edition of arena, Corrado Canonici
highlighted two of the major issues
which the Library and Museum team
had debated in the many months
they spent preparing the display.
Kindly, Arena has allowed me the
opportunity to share our thoughts on
these with its readership.
Towards the end of the exhibition
in the case entitled Turbulent
Century, the exhibition addresses
the issues faced by English
freemasonry in the second half of
the twentieth century when, despite
continuing royal patronage, it
became increasingly regarded with
suspicion and disapproval. Such
attitudes continue to underpin much
of the press coverage still seen today.
Corrado rightly points out that as
there is so much of this on the
internet today should we give it
space here? We felt that we did want
to address how Grand Lodge and all
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freemasons were engaging with this,
challenging the criticism and
seeking to increase public
understanding of freemasonry. This
is important context for all members
today, especially new members who
may be surprised at responses to
their membership by non-members.
However as continental European
freemasons were actively persecuted
in the 1930s and 1940s, it is
important not to overstate the
significance of the English situation.
‘Where is there any reference to
the esoteric or spiritual side of
freemasonry?’ asks Corrado.
Another good question. We believe
that our approach of explaining the
principles of freemasonry alongside
its history is a first. An exhibition is
essentially visual, so there is a
considerable museological challenge
in displaying concepts and not being
able to use lots of text. Just think
about how many words have been
written about all the elements of
Freemasonry! For the charitable and
sociability aspects of the Craft there

are lots of objects and the
ideas are relatively
straightforward – there are
displays on both these
aspects. Freemasonry’s
inclusivity can also be
demonstrated visually.
For integrity we chose to
display copies of the
charge to the initiate and
to produce a word cloud
on a window blind
highlighting the most
frequently used words in
that charge- perhaps not
necessarily the words that
most members might
think! We also used an interactive
display to explore the symbols of
freemasonry and their variety of
meanings. The ritual and
ceremonies of freemasonry have a
considerable material culture which
supports the display. We came to the
conclusion that Freemasonry is not
just about what you see and hear or
what you wear, it’s about the
individual’s “emotional” response to
the experience. With only 200 sq m
of space there were a lot of issues
about what had to be left out. I
would like to think that we did not
leave out of the exhibition the
esoteric or spiritual but that a visit
will enrich understanding of and
provoke consideration of what
membership involves.
I am pleased to use the pages of
arena to remind all its readers that
the new exhibition gallery and the
Library and Museum are now open
on Saturdays as well as Mondays to
Fridays - all from 10am to 5pm.
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S O W H Y S H O U L D I V I S I T. . .

A First Principals' Chapter?
E. Comp David Pugsley, LGCR, investigates

S

itting in a Chapter in the First
Principal's chair is undoubtedly
one of the pleasures of my Masonic
career and I feel that I have been
extraordinarily lucky to have enjoyed
so much fun and friendship over the
last 30 years in the Lodges and
Chapters of London. Yet it had not
occurred to me until very recently
that it might be an idea to visit or
even join a First Principals' Chapter
or even that they existed at all. For
this I only have myself to blame for I
have for many years enjoyed the
pleasure and privilege of being a
member of the City of London Lodge
of Installed Masters (No 8220) and for
that I have to thank Excellent
Companion Stephen Fenton,
PGSwdB, who was instrumental in
my joining. No surprise to discover
that he is a Past First Principal of one
of our London PZ Chapters.
Through this article and with the
help of the five Scribes Ezra of the
First Principals' Chapters in the
Metropolitan Grand Chapter, I hope I
can right that wrong for all of you
First Principals out there who, like
me, had no idea that these Chapters
existed. As you would expect from a
Masonic community as rich and as
varied as ours, the Chapters which I
will attempt to describe and whet
your appetite for a visit are equally
rich and varied and each offers
something special to consider.
So where to start? Conveniently we
have a geographical helping hand so
we will start out in the West. West
London Chapter of First Principals No
9627 meets at the West London
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Masonic Centre at Ealing twice a year
and was consecrated in 2013 by Most
Excellent Companion Russell Race
DL, MetGSupt and 40 Companions
who have a Masonic connection with
West London. An Installation in May
and a lecture or demonstrations in
September are the mainstays of their
work but like so many other
Chapters, it is the companionship
that gives the energy to the work and
enjoyment of the festive board. The
Scribe Ezra, who has just taken up his
post, is E. Comp Sanjiv Gohil LGCR
and we wish him well in helping to
guide this newest of Chapters.
As we travel from the West we stop
at Southgate, home of North London
Chapter of First Principals No 9784
which claims an older lineage as it
arose from Wanderers' Chapter No
1604 which was consecrated in 1878.
E. Comp Stephen Miller LGCR is the
Scribe E and is a mine of information
on the history and delightful details,
such as the companions enjoying a
cup of tea before each meeting,
which you will be intrigued to hear
are held on the "First Fifth Thursday"
of certain months, which completely
throws the online calendar on
Porchway which can't cope with such
deviation. Their work is equally well
blessed with regular talks by
distinguished Companions on the
Royal Arch and related themes.
Interestingly, the North London
Installed Master's Lodge was the first
Lodge under Metropolitan Grand
Lodge to be consecrated in the Grand
Temple of Freemasons Hall and so
Comp Stephen, who was the
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consecrating Secretary, sat for what
he describes as the "first and last
time" at the Grand Secretary's table. It
was whilst he was the Immediate Past
Master of North London Installed
Masters Lodge that he was charged
with getting the Chapter up and
running. He tells me that a little bit of
ritual was written to mark the change
over from Wanderers' to North
London First Principals as it was the
first time the ceremony had taken
place in London.
And so we end with the three
Chapters which meet at Freemason's
Hall. Euclid No 7464, founded in
1980, meets three times a year and is
known for its policy of education
linked with entertainment. This has
yielded some interesting talks
covering diverse subjects relating to
the Royal Arch such as "even cuckoo
clocks and musicals" the Scribe E,
E. Comp Peter Sage SLGCR, tells me.
The Chapter was formed principally
to allow those to attend a Chapter
who were not able to attend the
Friday meetings of London Installed
First Principals.
London Installed First Principals No
2712 is the oldest Chapter on our tour
and celebrated their fiftieth year in
2007. The Scribe E is E. Comp John
Gaffney SLGCR and describes the
main objectives for its formation as
"the opportunity for First Principals
and Past First Principals to associate
and exchange views on Royal Arch
teachings, as it appealed to them
individually and, more importantly,
the ability to pass on to their
respective chapters the knowledge
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they had gained by virtue of their
membership". As you might expect
from such a distinguished Chapter the
Consecrating Petition of Founding
Companions consisted of 72,
representing the number in the
Grand Sanhedrin.
Last but by no means least, is
Clerkenwell Chapter of First
Principals No 9628 which since the
closure of The Masonic centre at
Clerkenwell has taken up residence at
Freemason's Hall. The Scribe E is
E. Comp John Flain PPDepGSwdB
(Hants & IOW) who describes a
Chapter in fine shape as one of the
newest Chapters. They have a
modern approach and encourage all
to participate in their proceedings
irrespective of age or Masonic Rank.
This has resulted in an increasing
membership of 29 new joiners over
the last two years alone. In January
they sat 93 to dine which gives you an
indication of their happiness.
So If you are a First Principal don't
forget that there is an opportunity out
there, now or in the future, for you to
continue to advance your Masonic
knowledge by visiting or joining one
of these fine Chapters. I would urge
you to do so and experience
something special. Porchway can give
you the contact details for the Scribes
Ezra and the meeting dates for most
of them.
Enjoy your Companionship of our
wonderful order.
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MetDepGDC's Advice:

TERCENTENARY
JEWEL
W. Bro Jon Cooper,
AGDC, explains
who and when
this jewel can
be worn

B

rethren, at the
Quarterly
Communication (8th June
2016) the Pro Grand Master
announced the details of
the new Tercentenary
Jewel, which can be worn
from the 24th June 2016.
There are a few rules
concerning the wearing of the
Jewel and by whom. It can be
worn by any member of
UGLE who is a member
between the 24th June
2016 and 31st December
2017, however, it can only
be worn by Master
Masons and above.
So anyone Initiated
between those dates can
purchase the Jewel, but
will not be able to wear it
until they are raised,
which may quite easily be
after 31st December 2017.
Once eligible the Jewel
can be worn by Master
Masons, Masters and Past
Masters, Holders of
Metropolitan Ranks and
Grand Officers alike. It
should be noted that while
there may not be a natural
order of precedence in the
wearing of Jewels – apart

from the Royal Arch Jewel
being closest to the center of
the body - it would be highly
appropriate for it to be worn
next along from the Royal
Arch Jewel. It would therefore
take priority over a Past
Master’s or Metropolitan
Founder’s Jewel for instance.
Naturally, it should not be
worn at Royal Arch meetings.
Unlike Centenary and BiCentenary Lodge Jewels
which have a light blue
ribbon, and which on
promotion to Metropolitan
Rank or indeed Grand Rank
are usually not worn, many
being returned to the Lodge
for recycling, the UGLE
Tercentenary Jewel has a dark
blue ribbon, implying that it
can be worn even after
promotion to ‘dark blue’.
Indeed the MW Pro Grand
Master has actively
encouraged Grand Officers to
wear this breast jewel during
the Tercentenary year and has
stated that they should not
feel obliged to stop doing so
from 2018 onwards. Holders
of Metropolitan Ranks can
take a similar approach.

