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FOREWORD:

E. Comp Chris
Frankland
Deputy Metropolitan
Grand Superintendent

Dear Brethren and Companions all...
May I welcome you back to a new
season of Freemasonry in London!
As ever, the highlight of this
quarter is the LGR and LR
investiture on November 6th, when
we reward those very many hardworking masons with the honour of
London Grand Rank and London
Rank. It is a splendid meeting when
London says "thank you" for the
service of these brethren. This is also
a time when we look forward,
anticipating the future work we hope
will be done by these brethren, from
whom, after all, the future leaders of
London will surely emerge.
Is it just me, or does this season
seem busier than ever? In addition
to the Investitures, we have the ﬁrst
of the Metropolitan Music Concert
series; the Metropolitan Mess

Dinner; the Kent and Connaught
Club Dinners; the Metropolitan
Ladies Night; and the Family Festive
Concert, to name but a few of the
many other things going on.
I have also noticed with great
pride, the steadily increasing
number of Long Service certiﬁcates
which are being sought by
Secretaries and Scribes E. The
recipients have continued their
membership and attendance, often
as long-time Lodge/Chapter ofﬁcers,
and it is a great pleasure indeed to
see this recognised. One example is
the approaching 50th anniversary of
our own Bob Corp-Reader (whom
many of you will remember as the
inaugural Metropolitan Grand
Charity Steward) in November. We
all congratulate him and each of
those other brethren and

companions who will achieve this
milestone in 2014/15
Lastly but not leastly, may I draw
your special attention to the short
article by Chris Clark on page 4? As
he says, the highly successful
"Talking Heads" series is already
approaching the one hundred
performances mark. The team has
not rested on its laurels but come up
with a new 'companion' playlet,
designed for performance in
Chapters this time,“The Royal Arch
In Camera - Your Chapter In Focus”.
Their efforts are to be congratulated
and, having seen the new playlet
myself, I can highly commend it to
all Companions!
Wishing you all a splendid season
Chris

EDITORIAL

W

elcome back to another
edition of arena!
For many London Masons, their
Masonic life consists of four visits
to their Lodge during the year to
see their friends. For some, it's
four visits per month on average.
A few hit four meetings in an
occasional week! The common
factor is that they all come back
wanting more, albeit "more"
matched to their own respective
appetites! In that sense, Masonry
is like a water tap. Raising your
children or closing deals at work?
Turn it to a trickle. Between jobs
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or retiring? Open up the ﬂow.
Each to his own, united by
Freemasonry's tenets and a better
and deeper understanding of
oneself. arena exists to inform
and entertain London Masons,
their friends and the wider public:
and, judging from the comments
of readers, aiding the ﬂow from
the abovementioned tap to make
some kind of daily advancement whether directly Masonic or not.
As ever, I commend it to you.
Yours as always,
EDITOR
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A younger
mason speaks...
Bro. Gary Phoenix

I

decided to join Masonry because I
had heard so much about it from
family members, friends, the media,
YouTube etc. I was intrigued and
found the thought of it quite
interesting. I had also heard about
the many charities it supports and
donates to, and I wanted to be part of
something which gave back to the
community and supported people
who were not as fortunate as others.
I had been quietly curious about
masonry for a number of years,
especially when I found out that I had
quite a few family connections to the
Craft. In fact, it was my Grandmother
who revealed to me that my father
(who lived abroad) was a Freemason!
Regrettably, he passed away before I
could ask him myself, but while I was
researching the matter, I found out
that my paternal Great Grandmother
and maternal Grandmother had both
been invited to join Women's
Freemasonry, although neither of
them did as they left the West Indies
before they could do so. I guess like
many men of my age, I had got to the
stage of asking some questions of
myself and my own personal
development and this, combined with
my family researches mentioned

above, led me to visit Freemasons'
Hall to enquire further.
I was given a contact address and
followed this up by sending an email
to W. Bro Bob Hancock (whom I now
know to have been a Met Grand
Inspector!) at Metropolitan Grand
Lodge. His secretary came back to
me and arranged for me to be
interviewed by W. Bros Tony Sinclair
and Andy Mayes. My meeting with
them went well and, as I live in North
London, they arranged for me to
meet W. Bro Stuart Dixon, LGR, the
Secretary of Finsbury Park Lodge
No. 1288, which meets at the
Southgate Masonic Centre, not too far
from home. Once the Lodge was
happy, a date was put in the diary
and I was invited to a meeting in
April this year, when I was duly
initiated.
I found my initiation an unusual
and fun experience, the dressing up
etc, (I am not allowed to say much!). I
found it both serious but fun, and
playful too. I was intrigued by what
was about to happen, excited,
thoughtful, fearful of the unknown
and had great anticipation. This was
all rolled into one with a topping of
going into something which has been

around for thousands of years by all
walks of life, cultures and
civilizations.
The ritual I experienced was
strange but I knew it was deep rooted
in something which was founded way
before my time and that it was as
relevant then as it is now, so I took it
very seriously, although I must admit
that I made a few errors and blunders
during the initiation! It was quite
overwhelming and was a bit of a blur
to me because so many things
happened all at once, but the
experience was deﬁnitely lifechanging.
My day job is as an Actor, so I plan
to supplement my Southgate
masonry by joining fellow brethren
from the entertainment industries in
Chelsea Lodge at some point soon!

ROYAL ARCH - NEW PLAYLET
FOR COMPANIONS ANNOUNCED
AMetGSupt, E. Comp
Christopher Clark, PGSwdB,
draws our attention to some
"STOP PRESS" Royal Arch
news that will be of interest to
all Companions...
4

T

he 'Talking Heads' playlet,
which has been performed
in London and several
Provinces is about to reach its
100th performance, and has
spawned a new presentation.
The new playlet, entitled "The
Royal Arch In Camera – Your
Chapter In Focus", is for
performance within Chapters,

to give Companions guidance
about protocols and
procedures, explain the
characters portrayed in the
various ofﬁces, and highlight
some of the symbolism in the
RA story. Bookings are already
under way and Scribes E can
make their enquiries at
clarkcj@btinternet.com.
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THE MEN
AT T H E T O P :

JON LEECH

Jon Leech around the time
of his Initiation.

B

orn in Hockley, Essex, Jon's life
was nearly ended prematurely
when he contracted Tubercular
Meningitis. As the family were
fortunate to have access to Southend
General Hospital where doctors had
been working experimentally with
Streptomycin, a cure was found
which saved his life. Jon’s father had
been a cook in the RAF serving in
Palestine and subsequently worked
as a butcher, moving his family in
1953 to Wandsworth, South West
London, to manage a shop when Jon
was 3. Jon was to remain a
“Wandsworth Lad” until he moved to
his current home in Pirbright,
Surrey in 2004.
Primary and secondary education
was undertaken locally at St
Michael’s and All Angels Primary
School and Wandsworth School,
which Jon describes as a ﬂagship
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comprehensive school of the 1960’s.
Comprehensive schools were the
educational “state of the art” at that
time when pupils were streamed
according to academic ability. But it
would not be uncommon for a
lesson in Latin to be followed by
woodwork and metalwork. This
would at least give a young lad an
opportunity of relating to different
educational experiences at school,
which would no doubt impact later
on in adult life. Wandsworth School
also had a noteworthy boys’ choir
which had works written for it by
the famous composer Benjamin
Britten and appeared, not
infrequently, in the classical concert
venues of London.
Jon, who at the age of 16, had
acquired a few ‘O’ Levels, but no
intention of returning to school,
then progressed into what one might
call a slightly “Hippy” style of life on
vacation, working at the local Lido
with hair down to his shoulders. The
summer of ’67 was long and hot –
the summer of Flower Power, he
recalls. He must have had a shock
when his father handed him the
Evening News and told him to “get a
job!” which to give him credit, he
duly did. Replying to an ad which
stated Smart Lad needed – City
Ofﬁce, he was duly taken on, in
August 1967, by Price Forbes & Co.
Ltd., Lloyd’s Brokers. An interesting
career note is that this was the only
job he ever applied for - any
subsequent changes being the result
of company mergers or acquisitions
or by invitation. Jon is currently
Development Director and
Compliance Ofﬁcer of Butcher
Robinson and Staples International,
another Lloyd’s Broker where he has
been since October 1986.
He was very fond of the City of

London and as a young broker
enjoyed his walks there visiting the
many and varied insurers. It was
during this early part of his career
that he was introduced to shooting.
Previously he had spent about 11
years fencing and after his initial
foray into small bore shooting he
never looked back. He joined the
shooting club which operated in the
basement of Lloyd’s and then he
extended his interests and joined the
Wimbledon Park Riﬂe Club in 1974.
It was afterwards that he ﬁrst visited
Bisley and, hasn’t missed a year
since. It was at Bisley that he met a
friend who would impact on his
subsequent Masonic life.
This friend, Mark Habershon,
together with another shooting
colleague, thought that Jon might
like Freemasonry and asked him to
trust them. Jon took the bait and
duly waited for that special day
when he would be Initiated, having
previously made a promise to his
friends that he would not try and
ﬁnd out anything beforehand so as
not to spoil it. Jon recalls that he
attended the Lodge Ladies' Festival
on the Saturday, was initiated on the
Monday following and attended his
ﬁrst ever Lodge of Instruction on the
Tuesday! The Lodge was the First
Artiﬁcer Lodge No 3774 which had
been consecrated in 1916. The Lodge
had strong connections with
jewellery and its allied trades, which
was a coincidence, as Jon had had a
keen fascination with clocks and
things that ticked for a long time
beforehand. Subsequently he
became a Liveryman of the
Worshipful Company of
Clockmakers in 1991.
It was in 1985 that Jon became
Worshipful Master of First Artiﬁcer
Lodge, a role which he again
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performed in 2002 with the
same Lodge. The interest and
participation in shooting led to
another synergy with
Masonry. Jon’s friend and
proposer, Mark Habershon,
along with other target
shooters who were also
Masons, petitioned for a
warrant to consecrate a Lodge
which would meet at Bisley
Camp in Surrey. This duly
became the Look Forward
ABOVE: Jon with Mark Habershon at Bisley.
Lodge No. 9305 in the Province
of Surrey which would
BELOW: .Jon with his Maine Coon cats.
subsequently meet during the
main shooting season at Bisley.
Thus in July 1989 Jon became
a Founder member of the new
Lodge. Meanwhile, he had been
Exalted into the First Artiﬁcer
Chapter No 3774 in 1981 and duly
served as First Principal in 1989,
1996 and again in 1999. Jon was
appointed LGR in 1993 with LGCR
following in 2001.
Shooting became more than just a
hobby as Jon became
"embroiled" in the whole
aspect of competitive
shooting, winning national
trophies and even setting
records. Not only has he
captained England shooting
teams, which he describes
as an immense honour, he
was also selected to become
1979 Initiated in First Artificer Lodge 3774
one of ﬁve managers
delivering the shooting
1981 Exalted into First Artificer Chapter 3774
events at the 2012 London
1985 WM of First Artificer Lodge
Olympics and Paralympics.
1989 Founder – Look Forward Lodge No. 9305
He is also a qualiﬁed judge
1989 MEZ of First Artificer Chapter then again
and participates in
Commonwealth, European,
1995, 1996 & 1999
World and domestic
1993 LGR
championships. He was also
1995 Founder & MEZ of Sit Perpetuum
Team Coach for the
Chapter 5725
Pershing Trophy , which is a
shooting competition
1997 ProvSGD (Surrey)
between Great Britain and
1999 PAGDC
the United States of
2001 PProvGSoj
America, perhaps one of
2002 LGCR
the most prestigious of
International matches
2005 MetDepGDC (SLGCR)
which Jon has likened to
2006 ProvDGReg (Active Rank)
the shooting version of the
2007 Grand Std Bearer
Ryder Cup. The question
2009 Met Grand Mentor
might be asked at this stage
as to where does Mrs Leech
2010 PJGD and PGSoj
ﬁt into this framework? It
2011 Metropolitan Grand Inspector
will be no surprise to learn
and PSGD
that Alison, Jon’s wife, is
herself an international

Masonic Career
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shooter and judge.
Jon’s Masonic career also
continued apace and a major
promotion came in Surrey with
appointment to the active rank of
Provincial SGD in 1997 and
subsequently Provincial Deputy
GDC from 1998-2001. Jon loved the
role of Deputy GDC especially when
escorting the Provincial Grand
Master of Surrey. In 1999 came the
appointment to PAGDC. Duties were
also undertaken in the role of VGO
within the Devonshire Group and
subsequently as SVO when he was
promoted in 2007. Jon’s abilities in
ceremonial duties, especially in
Surrey, gave valuable experience in
the protocols and the workings of the
“big” ceremonial in the Grand
Temple. These activities also
permeated Chapter and he was
appointed MetDepGDC in 2005,
Grand Standard Bearer in 2007,
PAGSoj in 2010 (along with PSGD in
the Craft) and PGSoj in 2011 which
was also the year that Jon was
appointed Metropolitan Grand
Inspector in both the Craft and Holy
Royal Arch. In addition to Craft and
Holy Royal Arch, Jon is active in the
Mark Degree, Royal Ark Mariners,
Rose Croix and ‘The Operatives’.
Jon believes that people will stick
at things that they enjoy doing even
if difﬁculties come along. Just like
his experience in shooting, he has
the feeling that Masonry is no
different. In 2008 he was asked to set
up and deliver the Metropolitan
Mentoring programme which has
proven hugely successful. This role
was made formal and in 2009 Jon
was invested as Metropolitan Grand
Mentor by the RW MetGM, Russell
Race. This feeling that people will
stick to that which they like doing,
has prompted Jon consider how to
“break the mould”, so to speak, by
getting younger Masons out of the
Lodge; not only to attend LOI but to
accompany him on his ofﬁcial visits
where they can meet other Masons
and feel more part of the whole
rather than just that bit which is
their own Lodge.
Jon sees a grouping which he has
identiﬁed as “the quarterly Mason”.
This is not a derogatory comment,
but describes Masons who have
never gone beyond their quarterly
Lodge meetings and although regular
attendees, paying their subs on time,
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ABOVE: Jon at the Olympic Opening
Ceremony with Alison.
BELOW: Jon at the European
Championships Croatia in 2009.

have never taken up an
opportunity to see what
enjoyment a greater
involvement in Freemasonry
can bring. This is an active
process for Jon at this time.
He certainly has a point and
one that responsible Masons
keen to see the Craft progress
may wish to consider. This,
then, might be considered a
standard part of the general
process of retention and most
certainly part of the overall
mentoring brief in a Lodge.

SUBSCRIPTION TO
METROPOLITAN

Five things you didn't know
about Jon Leech:

1
2
3
4
5

Won a Yo-Yo award aged 12.
Likes Maine Coon Cats.
Has Walked From London to Brighton.
Hopeless at Ball Games
Married his long term girlfriend Alison
30 years after he met her.
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Interested in the "Men at the Top" series but prefer to read it in your armchair rather than at the desk?
We have had many readers saying that they would prefer
to read a printed copy of arena and that they don't enjoy
reading it on their iPad, or computer screen. If that is the
case for you and you would be interested in subscribing
for a copy, click below to complete the form

Subscription
Information:
CLICK HERE to
purchase a
year's
subscription to
arena.

Your name:
Address:

electronically or print and ﬁll out the form below. The
cost is £18.00 for a year’s subscription but clearly if there
were signiﬁcant numbers, that would drop. The data
collected below will only be used for this purpose.



Telephone:
email:

Fill in the form here online or print and return this form to:
The Subscriptions Manager, arena, MetGL/MetGC, PO Box 29055, London WC2B 5UN

HOW THE FREEMASONS’
GRAND CHARITY MAKES
GRANTS TO CHARITIES
London brethren will see on page 24 and 25, a selection of charities
that have beneﬁted from Masonic generosity, whether directly from
the MMC or via the central Masonic Charities, but we thought it
might also be of interest to arena readers to ﬁnd out how those
charities are selected. To that end, arena spoke to Alex Hutson,
Marketing and Communications Manager of The Freemasons'
Grand Charity and his response was as follows:

"T

o date, The Freemasons’
Grand Charity has donated
more than £120 million to support
people in need. It is not only
dedicated to assisting Freemasons
and their dependents, it also helps
the wider community of England
and Wales, and beyond, by carefully
approving grants to high impact
charitable projects.
One of the primary reasons for the
formation of The Grand Charity in
1980 was to enable the Craft to make
donations beﬁtting the scale and
importance of Freemasonry. What
Freemasons do to support their local
communities, The
Grand Charity does
for the

8

wider community by making grants
to national charities on behalf of all
Freemasons.
This duty is taken very seriously,
and the Non-Masonic Grants Team
headed by Katrina Baker examines
all eligible applications on their
individual merits; detailed
application forms are studied, and
thorough background checks
performed. Collated information
relating to the Charities is then
passed onto the Non-Masonic Grants
Committee (a sub-group of the
Council of The Grand Charity) for
review. The Council of The Grand
Charity then checks the
recommendations of the Committee,
and ﬁnal approval for the
grants is given by
members of

the Grand Charity at a General
Meeting. The majority of grants are
paid in full after approval, though
some, like the £1 million donated to
Ovarian Cancer Action based in
London, are donated over several
years.
The process often starts with a
Charity fundraiser reading about the
grants available on The Grand
Charity’s website before enquiring
about an application directly. At this
stage, the Team can quickly let the
fundraiser know if they are eligible
to apply for a grant. The Grand
Charity supports registered Charities
that operate nationally. Therefore, a
registered Charity that provides
training opportunities to
disadvantaged young people in a
single London borough would not be
eligible to apply. However, if it
carried out the same work across
England and Wales then it could.
It is of course with great
pleasure that the Team pass on the
good news of grant awards to
successful applicants, who are
always extremely grateful for the
support of the Freemasons."
The progress of the supported
projects is monitored, and the
Charities involved submit regular
reports to ensure that the Grants
Team are kept fully appraised of the
impact of the grants.
To ﬁnd out more about The
Freemasons’ Grand Charity you can
visit www.grandcharity.org.
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The MMC Appeal's
Latest Project
W. Bro Tony Shields, PGStB, Metropolitan Charity Steward,
introduces the latest project for the MMC - a "PlasmaJet" for
Bart’s Hospital Cancer Department...

B

art’s Gynaecological Cancer
Centre is recognised
internationally as a “Centre of
Excellence” for the treatment and
research into cancer. This includes
ovarian cancer, the UK’s most fatal
gynaecological variant. Symptoms
are hard to deﬁne and subsequently
‘at-risk’ women are often diagnosed
too late for effective treatment.This
means that the disease claims the
lives of 70% of the 7,000 women, who
are diagnosed each year.
At Bart’s, consultants are involved
with the development of ovarian
cancer treatments and research
which includes the development and
use of PlasmaJet surgery. This is
cutting edge technology and has a
real impact on the chances of survival
for those patients affected. Plasma is
a highly energised form of gas,
characterised as having high energy
and low density. This energy
dissipates rapidly upon contact with
tissue, allowing the surgeon to
operate in a restricted area with
minimum heat and without damaging
the surrounding delicate organs. Of
the operations carried out on women
with advanced ovarian cancer, Bart’s
found that up to 60% would beneﬁt
from PlasmaJet surgery.The
PlasmaJet device, by allowing a
shallow and controlled application
also enables the elimination of
tumours on the bowel surface without
AUTUMN 2014

the need for a bowel resection. This
is unique and not currently available
with any other surgical tool.
Surgeons at Bart’s have recently
started to use PlasmaJet handpieces
purchased with a large charitable
donation from Mount Zion Lodge
(featured in arena 17). The
handpieces are being used with a
console, which is on loan, for a ﬁnite
time, from the manufacturer,
Plasmasurgical. To date, the donation
from Mount Zion Lodge has allowed a
number of women to be treated, all of
whom have been fortunate enough to
have a potential life sentence lifted.
These women had all visible traces of
the disease removed during their
treatment. The consultant considered
that this would not have been
achievable without the use of
PlasmaJet. In addition, no
complications have been identiﬁed
with this equipment.
It is forecast that the on-going use
of PlasmaJet will have a signiﬁcant
clinical impact, by completely
eliminating the tumours and
improving the outcomes for women
with ovarian cancer. However, for
this excellent and necessary service
to continue into the future, and for
Bart’s to acquire their own PlasmaJet
device, funds are urgently required.
The MMC appeal has already paid
for a Cyberknife machine for Bart’s
and The London Hospital, as well as a

Portable CT Scanner for The London.
This PlasmaJet appeal is an
important next step.
Supporting this project has the
potential to have real impact,
improving the clinical outcome for
hundreds of women with ovarian
cancer. This is the latest project for
the MMC Appeal and contributions
should be made to the MMC as
described on the charity section of
the Porchway website
http://www.porchway.org/charity/
mmc-charity-appeal/how-to-donate/.
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FURNITURE MAKERS’ HALL
M

W. Bro Mark Hawes, SLGR,
continues his occasional series of
visits to the other venues used by
Freemasons in London with a
report about Furniture Makers’ Hall,
located in the City...

10

any London Lodges have recently needed
to move their meeting place, either in
order to sustain their existence due to increased
costs, or venue closures, which often dictate an
unforeseen disturbance to their members. This
disturbance can act as a distraction and any
plans for a move need to be handled efﬁciently.
The Lodge and its members, in conjunction with
the MetGL Ofﬁce, have to make some important
decisions, and this can take a few meetings to
organise as there are several hurdles to
overcome.
One success story has been the recent approval
of the Furniture Makers’ Hall in London as a
meeting venue. Bro. Scott Dunn explained his
Lodge's story of having to leave Farmers’ &
Fletchers’ Hall in 2013 when it was closed for
refurbishment. Amongst many Lodges in a
similar position seeking a change of venue, Scott
discovered the links between the traditions of
both Masonry and and a Livery Company create
ideal surroundings for a Masonic meeting place.
Scott's innovation was supported by the
receptiveness of the Livery Company and the
speed of the MetGL Ofﬁce in assisting the move.
This ideal location ﬁve minutes from Liverpool
Street, Moorgate and Bank stations in the City of
London seems to be an excellent addition for
Freemasons in the capital. Situated ﬁve minutes
from Liverpool Street, Moorgate and Bank
stations in the City of London seems to be an
excellent location for Freemasons in the capital.
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Just off Old Broad Street, through an alleyway listed
among the top ten in the square mile is Austin Friars,
so named in the 1260s due to the central Church and
its population of about 60 Friars. The present Dutch
Church rebuilt in 1950 following the Blitz, stands
directly in front of the Hall, offering a welcome respite
to London's busy roads and nearby corporate
buildings.
This grade II listed building dates back to the 19th
century and became the headquarters to the award
winning Worshipful Company of Furniture Makers in
2005. The interior has a magniﬁcent spiral staircase
and houses function rooms and ofﬁces in support of
the furnishings industry. Since the start of their
accepting masonic meetings, the number of Lodges
has grown to seven with ﬁve Chapters and three Mark
Lodges, following the successful launch of two open
days and evening festive dinners. With on-site catering
and storage facilities for Lodges, the venue offers a
quintessential traditional home for any Masonic unit.
To ﬁnd out more, contact the Meetings and Events
Ofﬁce on 020 7256 7100 or
at sales@furnituremakers.org.uk.

12 Austin Friars
London EC2N 2HE

THE NEW MASONIC
MEETING VENUE IN THE CITY
Recently approved, the Hall has the availability to accommodate your
current dates. Excellent dining and a historic setting.
For more information contact
Ed Bolling
General Manager
Tel: 020 77762323
Fax: 020 76003519
Email: ed.bolling@ironmongers.org
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OLD REPTONIAN LODGE CENTENARY

“T

he story of the Old Reptonian
Lodge No 3725 began in 1913
when members of the Old Reptonian
Society - the Old Boys' Association met in London and decided to form
an Old Reptonian Lodge on the same
lines as the Old Wykehamist Lodge”,
revealed W. Bro Roger Hedley-Jones,
LGR, in his short history of the
Lodge, given during its Centenary
meeting in June 2014.The Lodge was
consecrated in June 1914 and it was
this event that brought OR's, guests
and brethren together with their
guest of honour, W. Bro Ian Sabin,
PJGD MetGInsp, to celebrate the
Lodge's ﬁrst one hundred years.
After opening the Lodge, the
Worshipful Master, W. Bro. Bill
Summ LGR, PProvSGW
(Derbyshire), received Bro. Sabin
and the other distinguished brethren
in the delegation from Metropolitan

Grand Lodge. The Centenary
warrant was read by W. Bro David
Swain, PAGDC, Metropolitan Grand
Secretary, and it was then formally
presented to the WM. The attending
Chaplain, W. Bro Martin Howse,
PAGChap, gave an oration
comparing historical events from the
time of the Lodge consecration.
W.Bro Hedley-Jones' history also
showed that in 1916, the Reverend
Geoffrey Fisher, Repton Headmaster
and later Archbishop of Canterbury,
was initiated into Freemasonry.
There appears to have been no
celebration of the 25th anniversary
of the Lodge, probably because this
coincided with the outbreak of the
Second World War, but it is
interesting to note that in 1945, the
Lodge had the then current
headmaster, R.L.Tromas and two
previous headmasters as members of

the Lodge, as well as Geoffrey
Fisher, who had by that time become
an Honorary Member and H.G.
Michael Clarke, who subsequently
became the PGM of Warwickshire.
The 50th anniversary was celebrated
in 1964 at Drapers' Hall with the
initiation of L.P. ThompsonMcCausland, Chairman of the
Repton School Governors. The
Worshipful Master on that occasion
was the Lodge's ﬁrst initiate,
Reginald Popham!
The Installation of W. Bro Tom
Hird (who may very well be better
known to some brethren as the
television wildlife presenter, "the
Blowﬁsh"!) as Worshipful Master for
the year 2014-15 was carried out
with great aplomb (as was his
hairstyle!) in the presence of the
new WM's father W. Bro John Hird
(Lodge Secretary) and Uncle, W. Bro
Sam Hird (Lodge Treasurer) adding
to the celebrations of the day.
Afterwards, the brethren and their
guests retired to the East India Club
for a splendid festive board.
Additionally in this centenary
year, the Lodge hosted the Public
Schools Lodges Council Festival for
the third time when W. Bro. Summ
was in the chair and the Principal
Guest was the Assistant Grand
Master, RW Bro. Sir David Wootton.
To commemorate the event, the
Lodge was pleased to pay for the
restoration of the school war
memorial in the Garth at Repton.

TOP: The officers of the Lodge.
LEFT: The Hirds at Old Reptonian.
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EMULATION LODGE
OF IMPROVEMENT PRECEPTORS’ FESTIVAL
M

These splendid silver columns belong to
the Emulation Lodge of Improvement.

VISIT TO
DEMELZA
ELTHAM

AUTUMN 2014

embers and guests of the
Emulation Lodge of
Improvement, enjoyed a ﬁne
evening of excellent ritual and
Masonic sociability at the Annual
Preceptors’ Festival, held at
Freemasons' Hall on the 27th June.
The Festival, held each year to
celebrate the Preceptors of
"recognised" Lodges of Instruction,
demonstrates two ceremonies, with
the ofﬁces for each being ﬁlled by
members of such Lodges of
Instruction from across England
and Wales.
This year, the ceremonies of
Initiation and Installation were
demonstrated, much to the delight
of more than 150 attendees, who
clearly revelled in the very high
quality of the work.
Starting at 4.30pm precisely,
under the watchful eye of Senior
Member, VW Bro. Graham Redman,
PGSwdB, DepGSec, the Lodge was

M

embers of Metropolitan
Grand Lodge were
privileged to be invited to attend
a ‘Thank You’ Reception at
Demelza’s Eltham Hospice. The
reception was recognition by
Demelza of the donations
received from London
Freemasons and was organised
by W Bro Pat Flanagan who is a
care worker in the Sittingbourne
unit. W Bros John Wood,
PAGSwdB, MetDepGSec and Tony
Shields, PGStB, MetGChStwd
were accompanied by members
of other London Lodges as well
as wives and partners. They were
welcomed by Ms Terrie Kennor,
Head of Community Fundraising,

opened in all three degrees, then
resumed in the second degree in
preparation for the ﬁrst ceremony.
At this point in the evening, the
demonstration of a "latecomer"
entry was shown when a report
was given at the door, following
which, after the usual colloquy, the
Lodge's Assistant Secretary was
admitted. After completion of the
ﬁrst ceremony the lodge was called
off for ten minutes, called on and
the ceremony of Installation
commenced with a completely
different slate of Ofﬁcers.
All who participated should be
congratulated for their ﬁne efforts;
however, a special mention should
be reserved for W. Bros. Luis Hui
and David Thompson for their
work as Worshipful Master/
Installing Master, both having
produced very accomplished
performances of skill and
sentiment.

and her colleagues Ms Claire
Rogers, and Ms Emma Rowe,
both Community Fundraisers.
Following a reception Claire
and Emma took the visitors
around the centre. Claire gave an
interesting and inspiring
explanation of the history and
mission of Demelza and
described the use of each of the
rooms visited. At the end of the
tour - which lasted nearly two
hours and visited areas of the
centre which were full of hope as
well some more sombre ones the MetDepGSec thanked Terry,
Claire and Emma not only for the
tour but also for their sterling
work.
13

PARACHUTE REGIMENT LODGE
NO 9315 CELEBRATES ITS 25 TH !
T

he meeting was held in Temple
10 at Freemasons Hall, Great
Queen Street and was well attended
by members of the lodge, and a
great number of visitors. After the
lodge banner was paraded into the
Lodge, and the regular business of
the lodge was concluded, a report
was made after which W. Bro.
Mark Wooldridge, LGR, MetAGDC
advised that VW Bro. Philip
Summers, AMetGM, was without
and sought admission. Bro
Summers was received into the
lodge accompanied by W. Bro.
Stratton Richey, PJGD, MetGInsp;
W. Bro Chris Burgess, PGStB; W. Bro.
Joel Keryel, PAGStB; W. Bro. Gus
Machado, SLGR and two
MetGStwds. The procession entered
the lodge to generous applause. The
WM offered VW Bro. Philip
Summers the gavel which was
politely declined.
The AMetGM was saluted with
ﬁve, and the Worshipful Master,
W. Bro Michael Palmer proceeded to
install his successor, W. Bro David
Clayden into the Chair of King
14

Solomon according to Ancient
Custom with great aplomb. The
new Worshipful Master then
proceeded to appoint and invest his
ofﬁcers for the ensuing year.
Bro. Summers rose to say a few
words and thanked the Lodge and
Master for an excellent ceremony of
real feeling and warmth. The
AMetGM then presented the
Worshipful Master with a Lodge 25
Year Certiﬁcate and noted that
many of the brethren will be able to
attend the 50 year celebrations. He
introduced the lodge’s new
MetGInsp, Bro. Richey and the new
Senior Visiting Ofﬁcer, Bro.
Machado, who were both welcomed
warmly by the assembled brethren.
The lodge was closed in due form
and with solemn prayer, and
afterwards, the brethren lunched
happily together at the Grand
Connaught Rooms, at which a
number of presentations were made
to the honoured guests.

One of the Lodge's Founders' Jewels
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JUBILEE
MASTERS
LODGE
BANNER
DEDICATION
The MetGM with the new banner
and the Master, VW Bro. Peter
George Brassett, PGSuptWorks

O

n Monday, 30th June 2014, a
historical meeting of Jubilee
Masters Lodge No. 2712 was held in
Temple 10 at Freemasons’ Hall, Great
Queen Street.
Jubilee Masters was founded
following the special communication
of Grand Lodge, which was held at the
Royal Albert Hall on 14th June 1897
and presided over by The Prince of

Wales in his capacity as
Grand Master, to mark the
Diamond Jubilee of Queen
Victoria. A committee was
formed to arrange a dinner
on 22nd June 1897 at which
only the Masters of London
Lodges were eligible to attend. Some
of the Brethren present at that dinner
decided that they wished to form a
new Lodge to commemorate the
occasion. That idea was taken up with
enthusiasm and seventy-ﬁve eligible
Brethren signed the petition becoming
founders of the Lodge, which was
consecrated on 20th June 1898.
The Worshipful Master for 2013/14,

VW Bro. Christopher Frankland,
suggested to the Lodge committee that
a banner should be commissioned. A
small team was formed to oversee the
work and a banner duly designed,
approved, and manufactured. The
banner was dedicated by the
Metropolitan Grand Master, RW Bro.
Russell Race, himself a Past Master of
the Lodge. The meeting itself took
place in front of two hundred and
forty distinguished Brethren, some of
whom are Past Masters of the Lodge.
After the meeting, one hundred and
eighty Brethren dined together at The
Grand Connaught Rooms.

BOW CHAPTER NO.7751 –
50TH ANNIVERSARY
E

. Comp. Richard Gardiner, PGSoj,
Metropolitan Grand Inspector,
visited the Bow Chapter No.7751 on
10th September 2014 for the 50th
Anniversary Meeting of the Chapter’s
Consecration, which was held at
Freemasons’ Hall. He was
accompanied by E. Comp. Kyle
Alexander, LGCR, MetAGDC, who
acted as his Escorting Ofﬁcer.
E. Comp. Paul Rutter, SLGCR, was also
AUTUMN 2014

in attendance as the Chapter's Visiting
Ofﬁcer.
E. Comp. Richard Gardiner
presented a ‘Letter of Congratulations’
to the Principals, (E. Comp
Brian Gage, MEZ; E. Comp. Ian Tait,
H; and E. Comp. E. Comp David
Wynne-Fitzgerald, J) from the
Metropolitan Grand Superintendent to
mark the occasion of the Chapter’s
anniversary on the 13th July 1964. As

part of the presentation,
E. Comp. Richard Gardiner gave an
insight into the Chapter's
formation, when just twelve founders
took that brave step in forming the
Chapter. He also presented the
Chapter with copies of the Chapter's
'Petition’ and a ‘Summons’ from the
Consecration Meeting, courtesy of
the Library and Museum at
Freemasons’ Hall.
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LONDON MASONS -

EDMUNDO ROS
W. Bro Stan Marut takes a trip down memory lane and
adds to our series about famous 'Londoner' masons...

M

any older Masons will recall
the name of Edmundo Ros, a
bandleader and singer who was wellknown for his renditions of popular
Latin American music. My own
recollection of him would have been
as a teenager. Strictly speaking, this
kind of music was for older people,
at least for me, whilst Elvis Presley
and Adam Faith in the late 50's and
early 60's were the artists of the
“scene”, so to speak. Nevertheless,
Edmundo Ros was without doubt a
household name.
Earlier this year I joined Unison
Chapter No. 4761 and it was whilst
reading the Summons and the names
of past First Principals that I noticed
the name of Edmundo Ros. I
wondered if it was the same person
and on further enquiry I was
informed that it was. This then led
me to look into the Masonic career
of this busy bandleader and popular
celebrity. There weren’t any of his
contemporaries still in Chapter and
my searches for clues had to be
conducted elsewhere.
Edmundo Ros was born in 1910 in
Trinidad but was brought up in
Venezuela. His father was a Scottish
Canadian who had married a
Venezuelan lady. Apparently a
rebellious lad, his parents had hoped
he would study law but instead sent
him off to the discipline of a military
college where he took an interest in
music, playing the Euphonium, the
bass drum and later the saxophone.
He stayed for four years and by the
time he left was heading a popular
dance band. He arrived in the UK in
1937 to study 'music arranging' at
the Royal College of Music. Needing
to fund himself, he started playing
drums and tenor saxophone for
various bands and also toured in
Europe. He was also invited to play
drums with the legendary Fats
Waller in 1938 and recorded several
songs with him. With the outbreak of
World War Two he became a full time
ambulance driver but still managed
16

to play in bands, give radio
broadcasts and in 1941 sign a
contract with Parlophone records.
Edmundo was Initiated, aged 39,
into Cheyne Lodge No. 4443 in
November 1950. It was a granddaughter Lodge of Chelsea Lodge
3098 - the well-known entertainers'
lodge. Edmundo’s initiation into
Cheyne Lodge happened at a time
when Freemasonry was in its postwar ascendancy, with lodges
overﬂowing with work and members
and it would have taken a minimum
of ﬁfteen years for him to become its
Worshipful Master. What better
solution than to form a new Lodge
where you were a founder member?
Thus in 1954 he became the ﬁrst
Senior Deacon of Lodge of Ascension
No. 7358 and was installed as Master
in 1957. Records show that he
donated an embroidered banner to
the Lodge and that he delivered the
Charge after Initiation in a “very
gracious and able manner”. In the
meantime he had joined Chelsea
Lodge in 1952, where his occupation
was now given as 'Musical Director'
whereas only two years beforehand
he had on Initiation described
himself as 'Band leader'! The Lodge
of Ascension met regularly in May,
June, July and September,
speciﬁcally to try and avoid the
1950's smog that disrupted
Autumn/Winter travel and thus
attendance at Lodge.
It appeared that success with his
bands and nightclub was responsible
for his subsequent marriage failure.
After 13 years of marriage, his wife
Britt no longer wished to be with
him and left in 1964. Edmundo was
distraught and sold the house. As
things turned out however, he met
his new wife, Susan, aged 24, in the
same year and after a ﬁve year
courtship they ﬁnally married.
Edmundo appeared to have renewed
vigour and his Masonic
involvements became apparent
during the mid and latter part of the

1960s. Promotion to London Grand
Rank came in 1966 but meanwhile in
1965 he became a member of
Poulters Lodge No 6876 (having been
clothed in the Livery of the
Worshipful Company of Poulters
earlier that year) and in June 1966
was Exalted into Unison Chapter No.
4761, where he subsequently became
First Principal in 1976.
It is difﬁcult to ascertain how his
commitments as band leader and
professional musician impacted on
his attendance at Craft and Chapter
but records show that he must have
been quite an enthusiastic Mason as,
in 1968, he became a founding
member of the City of London Lodge
of Installed Masters No. 8220. This
was and is a Lodge of Past Masters
who are also members of Livery
Companies in the City of London.
In his personal life he was as
gregarious as in his professional life
and the two complemented each
other. Edmundo liked a whisky
which he imbibed at 7.00pm every
evening and also enjoyed Saturday
afternoons watching television. He
enjoyed company and his mantra
was “it’s not what you know, it’s who
you know”. His involvement in
Freemasonry was possibly
symptomatic of an earnest desire to
be accepted as someone who would
be at the heart of British life; an
English gentleman, no less. He had
experienced the snub of being
accommodated in special lodgings
when he entered the Royal Academy
of Music, being a so called “colonial”,
ISSUE 18
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which he felt racially categorised
him. As a Freemason he would have
known no such discrimination.
Being described as a gregarious, tall,
striking man, he successfully
challenged any latent discrimination
that he encountered. He had, after
all, played for both Princess
Elizabeth and her sister Princess
Margaret in the post-war days. He
was a keen Conservative and at one
time wanted to stand as a candidate
had Conservative Central Ofﬁce
selected him. However, in the
Queen's New Year's Honours in
2000, he was appointed as an Ofﬁcer
of the Most Excellent Order of the
British Empire, which made him
most proud and feel ﬁnally accepted.
Edmundo’s dedicated involvement
in Freemasonry continued even after
he had retired and left the United
Kingdom with Susan in 1975 to live
near Alicante, Spain. However,
before this he slowly gave up his
commitments to London Masonry,
resigning from his lodges and
chapter over the years 1978-80

except that he remained a member
of Poulters Lodge until December
2000, although living abroad made
regular attendance difﬁcult. Even so,
his Masonic activities continued in
Spain where, in 1989, he founded
with others, the English speaking
Sprig of Acacia Lodge No. 41 under
the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge
of Spain becoming Master in 1995.
In 1998 he was diagnosed with
prostate cancer, but lived for a
further twelve years, reaching the
age of 100, spending his last years in
a nursing home. His daughter, Britt
Louisa, still lives in West London and
has fond memories of him. She said
that he was a very bright and smart
man and he neatly kept all of his
Masonic regalia in a suitcase. She
also recalls seeing his Masonic Bible
kept with all his other Masonic
accoutrements. Sadly, he passed
away in October 2011; just two
months away from what would have
been his 101st birthday. As a
musician and bandleader the
abundance of music CDs by him

testiﬁes to his popularity. His
involvement in Masonry is less well
known and it is hoped that this
article will help to spread the word
about this remarkable man,
musician and London Mason. For
those brethren who have not heard
Edmundo Ros, I recommend a quick
trawl of YouTube! Here is a link to
get you started...
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=_qe6tHwdXJI.

Sincere thanks are due to Edmundo
Ros’ daughter, Ms. Britt Louisa
Volpicelli for giving an insight into her
father’s personal life. Sincere thanks
also to Peter Aitkenhead, Assistant
Librarian at the Museum of
Freemasonry at Grand Lodge as well
as Elaine Johnston, Court Assistant in
the City of London Chamberlain’s
Department.

Lord Mayors Show 2014 - last few tickets

F

ollowing our great success in recent
years, Metropolitan Grand Lodge &
Grand Chapter are again inviting 80
London Freemasons to be part of their
entry in the Lord Mayor’s Show in
November where once again, we will
walk in full regalia. Each walker will carry
a banner showcasing their Lodge or
Chapter or walk on their own behalf.
Immediately after the show a luncheon
will be held in the presence of the
Metropolitan Grand Master, RW Bro.
Russell J Race, in the magniﬁcent Great
Hall at St Bart’s Hospital for all
AUTUMN 2014

participants, family & friends and nonmasons.
If your unit has not done the walk
before, why not Be Part Of Something
Special and talk to your sponsoring
Lodges and Chapters about securing a
place in this magical event? Costs,
booking details and an application form
can be found on Porchway at
http://www.porchway.org/craft/londonnews/aug-2014/lord-mayors-show-2014/
and any queries can be directed to John
Parry at lordmayorsshow@metgl.com
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ALMONERS ANECDOTES
- THE ROLE OF
'THE VISITING BROTHER'...
W. Bro Mark Woolcott, an Assistant to the Metropolitan Grand
Almoner, has selected an interesting facet of Almoner work to
inform us on this quarter - the work of a 'Visiting Brother'.
W. Bro Vince Spiller, PGStB takes up the story...

T

he role of the ‘Visiting Brother’ is
a very interesting and rewarding
one. It requires personal contact
with the applicant and on occasion,
with his family members. The
Visiting Brother has to ensure that
the applicant understands the
requirement for obtaining and
presenting all the relevant
documentary evidence to support
the request for ﬁnancial assistance.
He also has to present a report
outlining the salient details of the
applicant's distressed circumstances.
The reasons for an application to be
made can fall into three categories:
a) living expenses & household
emergency costs, b) support for
children and c) medical,
dental&respite care, mobility aids &
home adaptions.
Initially a ‘Visiting Brother’ will be
contacted by the Metropolitan Grand

Lodge Welfare Coordinator, W. Bro
Patrick Gray, PJGD, with the
relevant name, address and contact
details and a brief outline of the
current situation. Having received
this information the ‘Visiting
Brother’ or "VB" as they are known,
will then make contact, usually by
telephone to arrange a mutually
convenient appointment with the
applicant to visit them in their
home. During the initial
conversation some guidance can be
given as to what documentation will
be required before the visit is made.
In most instances copies of the Joint
Application form can be sent
electronically or by post for early
perusal. It is important that the
Visiting Brother adopts a sensitive
approach in the way in which he
deals with the applicant, especially
as the distressed brother has to

reveal personal details about his
personal circumstances. This can be
very embarrassing for some
applicants.
There are occasions when an
applicant lives in the Provinces and
the deployment of a London Visiting
Brother is not practicable. In these
circumstances W. Bro Patrick Gray
will make contact with the
appropriate Provincial Grand
Almoner to arrange for a local VB to
conduct the visit. This arrangement
is of course, reciprocal.
It is this granting of trust that
makes the role of the ‘Visiting
Brother’ so personally rewarding for
every Visiting Brother. It also
underlines the pride we feel in the
resultant work done by the Masonic
Charities to which we all subscribe.

LONG SERVICE
CERTIFICATES BOOM
M

etGL and MetGC have set up
their own respective special
pages on Porchway to celebrate the
fact that more Long Service
Certiﬁcates are being applied for than
ever before, both in Craft and the
Royal Arch. This sort of Certiﬁcate
can only be issued to a subscribing
member of a London Lodge or
Chapter who has completed at least
18

50 years or more accumulated service
in English Masonry, so it is a
signiﬁcant achievement to be the
recipient and something for the Lodge
or Chapter to be proud of too. The
pages will be updated six-monthly as
the roll-call increases and Brethren
and Companions are encouraged to
stop by the pages shown below and
view the latest names.

http://www.porchway.org/craft/appo
intments-andpromotions/longservice-awards/
http://www.porchway.org/metropolit
an-grandchapter/appointmentspromotions/lon
g-service-awards/
arena is not sure whether masonry
is a certain aid to longevity, but feels
sure that it is a great help!
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Mystery Picture
Competition
T

o open up the number of
viewers for the
competition, we put the
Mystery Picture from arena 17
shown to the right on Twitter.
It was correctly identiﬁed on
the same day, but the brother
that identiﬁed it did not come
forward to claim his prize and
we wonder whether it is
because the competition is only
open to Metropolitan
freemasons. We have decided
therefore to count that as a
draw!
The picture comes, as can be
seen in the "expanded" version
of the shot, from the ground
ﬂoor robing room, which most
of us have used at some point
or other. As ever, once you see
it, you wonder how it wasn't
identiﬁable! arena therefore
retains a comfortable lead at 3:
1 (1 Draw)
It only remains to show
readers the new photo at Pic 3.,
and to challenge you to identify
where it is taken and what it is.
Please send your answers and
contact details to
arena@metgl.com. Entrants
will be placed in a draw and the
winner will receive a bottle of
ﬁzz.
As ever, arena wishes all
readers good luck in identifying
the mystery picture!

SUMMER 2014
AUTUMN
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BELOW: Picture 1 - the previous challenge for arena readers.

ABOVE: Picture 2 - the location of the mystery picture
BELOW: Picture 3 - A new challenge...
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So what's KTP
all about then?
arena’s Chris Starnes looks into
the Knights Templar Priests...

T

he full name of this Masonic
Organisation is “The Priestly
Orders of the Holy Royal Arch
Knight Templar Priests and Holy
Wisdom”. The inclusion of the word
“and” as a replacement for the word
“or” is a recent change reﬂecting
that, since June 2014, the Order of
Holy Wisdom is worked as a separate
ceremony.
In its early days, the Order was
known by many other names
including: Order of Melchisedek,
Pillared Priest, White Mason, Order
of Holy Wisdom and Templar Ne
Plus Ultra. It was also known as the
“Priestly Order” and was referred to
within the ceremonies of “The High
Knights Templar” in Ireland in 1755.
The Order appeared in Kilmarnock
in Scotland in 1800 and then
extended to Glasgow and Edinburgh.
In 1807, the Early Grand Conclave of
Scotland issued a warrant to Joppa
Encampment of Knights Templar in
Sunderland with authority to work a
number of degrees including Knight
Templar Priest. In 1812, members at
Newcastle were granted a warrant in
the name of Royal Kent
Encampment. The Order was
worked in the late 18th and early
19th Centuries in England, Scotland,
Ireland, and elsewhere. The Order
then contracted in size in the 1890’s,
the last known working being in
Lancashire.
On Good Friday, 23 March 1894,
Henry Hotham, a Yorkshireman and
prominent Mason, was reportedly
the last known Knight Templar
Priest. Being the last Installed Master
or High Priest, he admitted nine
Knights into the Order (under the
authority of one of the Original

20

Rules of the Order). The revived
Tabernacle, being conscious of the
efforts of the Council of Allied
Masonic Degrees in London to found
a “Grand Council of Rites” agreed,
with its then twenty-four Appendant
Degrees, to become the Royal Kent
Tabernacle Time Immemorial. The
ﬁrst of the modern Tabernacles,
Royal Kent T.I., was therefore
formed. After a short period of
control by the Grand Council of the
Allied Masonic Degrees and, by
mutual consent, it separated from
them and became The Grand
College. Progress of the Order then
continued very slowly but steadily
and in the early 1960’s the pace of
expansion increased, and has since
continued, with the number of
Tabernacles now approaching three
hundred, on each continent of the
World.
The new Grand Body had its ﬁrst
meeting on 15 May 1924 at
Newcastle upon Tyne. It has since
moved to York, where it remains to
this day. The Order will soon reach
its Centenary, and to celebrate the
occasion it intends to obtain its own
premises. In order to do this a
Centenary Pillar Fund has been
established, to which it is hoped that
all members of the Order will
contribute.
Eligibility and Ranks
To be eligible for admission to the
Order a candidate must be a
subscribing member of the following
Masonic bodies:
1) a Craft Lodge
2) a Royal Arch Chapter
3) a Knights Templar Preceptory

He must also be an Installed
Master of a Craft Lodge and profess
the Trinitarian Christian Faith.
Members of the Order are known as
Knight Priests.
Order of Knights Templar Priests
Of the 32 degrees only the last,
Holy Royal Arch Knight Templar
Priest, is actually worked. The 31
appendant degrees are conferred ' in
name' in a manner similar to that of
the intermediate degrees in Rose
Croix. The ritual of this last degree
includes references from both the
Old and New Testaments. It is based
on the Apocalypse of John. The
candidate is a pilgrim, on his way to
Jerusalem. He is led to seven pillars,
placed in the form of a triangle and
at each one of the pillars he is
instructed and given a word. After
passing the seventh pillar, the
candidate is led before the Preceptor
and the ceremony continues, but to
ﬁnd out more you will have to join
the Order!
Within the Tabernacle the
progressive ofﬁces are referred to as
Pillars and a Knight Priest must pass
through all seven before he can take
the Chair. The regalia of a Knight
Priest is shown in the ﬁrst
photograph. The second and closeup picture of the Mitre shows the
insignia of the Grand Ofﬁcer being a
Second Pillar.
Order of Holy Wisdom
At the Annual Assembly of Grand
College, held on Saturday 14 June
2014, amendments to the
Regulations were adopted. This
result changed the name of the
Order to the Priestly Orders of the
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Holy Royal Arch Knight Templar
Priests and Holy Wisdom. All
members of the Order at midnight
BST on Saturday 14 June 2014 are
deemed to be members of the Order
of Holy Wisdom. Anyone admitted
after that date will be required to be
an Aspirant for that Order before
taking a chair qualifying them for
election as High Priest of a
Tabernacle (i.e. before taking the 6th
or 7th Pillar).
The Ofﬁcers of a Congregation of
the Order of Holy Wisdom comprise
the following: The Most Eminent
High Prelate, the Eminent High
Priest, 7 Pillar Priests, the
Hermeneutes (Secretary,) the
Exorcist, (DC/Conductor), the Reader
(Orator) the Acolyte (Inner Guard)
and the Keeper of the Door. (Tyler).
The Clothing of the Order of Holy
Wisdom is that worn by a Knight
Templar Priest, without the Mitre,
and with the addition of an
ecclesiastic cordelia which is worn
tied on the right hip. That of the
High Prelate is purple, that of the
High Priest is red, that of the Seventh
Pillar is sky blue, other ofﬁcers and
members wear a white cordelia.

2013. Appointed Deputy Grand
Director of Ceremonies in 2002 and
then to Grand Director of
Ceremonies in 2007, he is a member
of many other Masonic Orders in
England. The Grand Recorder for the
Order is Stephen Priestley, based at
its Head Ofﬁce in Fulford, York.
In London, there are Tabernacles
meeting in Clerkenwell, Great
Scotland Yard, Duke Street and St
James Street. These include Premier
Lodge No. 1 and the more recently
consecrated Southern Star No 205.
Brethren interested in learning
more about the Order may refer to
its website
http://knighttemplarpriests.com/.

Structure
The functional working unit of the
order is the Tabernacle. Tabernacles
are organised into Districts which are
themselves under the jurisdiction of
The Grand College. The current
head of the Order, The Grand High
Priest, is Most Illustrious Knight
Priest, Christopher Gavin Maiden,
who was ﬁrst admitted in 1989.
Christopher took over as Deputy
Grand High Priest from Terrence
Compton in 2010 and from Grand
High Priest Ernest Peter Donnison in
AUTUMN 2014
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S O W H Y S H O U L D I V I S I T. . .

ROYAL YORK CHAPTER
OF PERSEVERANCE
No. 7?
We continue our series which looks at some of the many varied
and distinguished units in London. E. Comp Jeffrey Coburn,
LGCR shares some of the history of this very old and distinguished
chapter and shows us some of its unique artefacts…

I

n 1784, Lodge, No. 225 (now
169) was constituted by the
Antients, at the Black Horse in
Coventry Street, and this
Lodge eventually gave birth to
what is now the Royal York
Chapter of Perseverance No. 7.
The Royal Arch was ﬁrst
worked in Lodge No. 225
(which was then meeting at
the Northumberland Arms,
Clerkenwell), in 1801, when,
in that year, six brethren were
Exalted.
Lodge No. 225 became No.
281 at the Union in 1813 and
in 1816 adopted the title “The
Lodge of Temperance”. In
conformity with the
regulations of the United
Grand Chapter, nine
companions applied in 1818
for a Charter of Constitution
for a Chapter to be attached to
the Lodge of Temperance, but,
strictly speaking, this should
have been termed a Charter of
Conﬁrmation, as all the
Petitioners, except one, had
been Exalted in that Lodge.
The exception was Companion
Robert Gill, whose name heads
the list, an old and very
eminent Mason who had been
Exalted as far back as 1794, in
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Lodge No. 2, now the Lodge of
Fidelity No. 3. He was one of
the foremost Masons of his
day, having served for several
years as Junior and Senior
G.W. of the Antient Grand
Lodge, and Haggai of the
Grand Chapter. The Petition
was granted as a matter of
course.
On the 15th June, 1833, a
Petition was received from the
Ofﬁcers and Members
attached to the Lodge of
Temperance No. 198 (the
numbers having again been
altered in 1832) setting forth
“that there has not been any
member of that Lodge exalted
in the Chapter during the last
ﬁve years, and praying that
the Chapter may in future be
attached to the Royal York
Lodge of Perseverance No. 7,
to which the majority of the
members belong.” Both lodges
being agreeable, the Petition
was granted forthwith and the
transfer duly endorsed on the
Charter.
From this period may be
dated the rise of the Chapter
from a position of comparative
unimportance to the front
rank of Royal Arch Masonry in

England. Following the
change from No. 198 to No. 7 it
became the ﬁfth Chapter on
the Grand Chapter Register,
there being neither No.1 nor
No. 4 at that time. Apart from
the question of seniority, it
soon became celebrated for
the excellence of its working,
several of the most skilful
exponents of the Royal Arch
ritual having been enrolled on
the list of its members,
including John Hams of
Tracing Board fame and John
Savage, an excellent medallion
of whom, as a member of the
Buildings Committee, was on
the Grand Staircase.
The following appeared in
the Freemasons’ Quarterly
Review of June 1841. “A new
Chapter of Promulgation of
the Working of the Royal Arch
Degree has been opened in
the Union Tavern, Jermyn
Street, St. James’. The plan is
in accordance with the
arrangements of the Friday
nights Master Masons’ Lodge
of Education, held at
Freemasons’ Tavern. The new
Chapter of Promulgation was
founded on the 6th May, 1841,
and we believe, under the
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sanction of Chapter No. 7……. who
deserve the thanks of the Masonic
Public for their laudable endeavors to
make known a genuine system of
working this superior degree.”
The following appeared in the
same journal in 1852. “A Chapter of
Improvement is held at the
Freemasons’ Tavern every Tuesday
evening at 7 o’clock and meets under
the sanction of the Royal York
Chapter of Perseverance No. 7. You
cannot attend a better school.”
The Chapter has met continuously
at Freemasons’ Hall since 1865 and
over the years has been home to
many distinguished companions.
John Hervey, whose bejewelled
portrait is familiar to most Masons,
was Grand Secretary and Grand
Scribe E from 1868 until his death in
1880, a member of Royal York Lodge,
he was Exalted in Royal York Chapter
in 1846 and served as MEZ on four
separate occasions. J Heron Lepper,
PAGSoj, the well known Masonic
historian, Librarian to Grand Lodge,
Secretary of Quatuor Coronati Lodge
and editor of AQC was a PZ of the
Chapter.
In January 1938 the Chapter hosted
the Investiture of those the First
Grand Principal was honouring with
London Chapter Rank when one of
its own companions was invested. In
1948, the three Great Heads
(Sojourners banners), twelve
triangular metal Tribal banners and
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ﬁve silk banners belonging to the
Chapter were sent to the Grand
Lodge Museum where they have
been on loan ever since. A letter,
dated 12th April 1948, from the
Assistant Curator, H. Chilton,
describes them as “The earliest
preserved form of the Antient Royal
Arch Banners known to exist”.
The Chapter has a set of very ﬁne,
recently restored, engraved brass
candlesticks and each of the
Principals and the IPZ wears a
special jewel during his year of
ofﬁce. The Principals' robes are
trimmed with fur. Various
companions presented these items to
the Chapter during the last two
hundred years.
The Chapter Bicentenary meeting
was held on Tuesday 17th July 2001
in Temple No.1 at Freemasons Hall
and was honoured by the presence of
The Most Excellent, the Pro Grand
Principal, the Most Hon the
Marquess of Northampton, who
presented the Bicentenary Warrant.
The author is most grateful to E.
Comp Peter Stannard SLGCR, Scribe
E, who toiled long and hard to write
the Chapter’s Bicentenary History
from which this article is derived.
We are also very grateful for the
excellent photographs provided by
Bradley Chippington, who can be
reached at
http://www.bradleychippington.co.u
k/ and www.the35mmproject.org.

The Chapter meets on the fourth
Tuesday of February, April and
October and whilst its
abovementioned banners are
elsewhere on view, it is always
delighted to receive guests.
Companions who wish to visit can
contact the Scribe E at
pjstannard@btinternet.com.
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LONDON
CHARITY
MATTERS
W. Bro Stuart Sherriff is Deputy
Head of the Charity Liaison
Group which acts as a proxy for
London masons in ﬁnding out
more about the many "London"
donations that are made by the
main Masonic Charities and the
MMC. The group's members
meet with the charities
concerned to ﬁnd out how the
money is being spent and then
pass a short report to arena.
Stuart has taken four interesting
projects that Masonic charities
have supported in London and
highlights the reports from the
individual Charity Liaison
Ofﬁcers, respectively W. Bro
Trevor Koschalka, LGR; Bro.
Toby Good; W. Bro. Don
Tidiman, SLGR and W. Bro
John Little, LGR, below...
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THE CHILDHOOD TRUST HAS
BEEN AWARDED £15,000 BY
THE ROYAL MASONIC TRUST
FOR GIRLS AND BOYS’
STEPPING STONES FUND

T

he Childhood Trust
supports vulnerable
children living in poverty in
London. The charity deals
with some of the most
emotionally and
psychologically troubled
children in the country, a
situation often brought about
by abuse and neglect. If left
untreated, these children are
likely to endure a lifetime of
involvement with the social,
psychiatric, and judicial
services. The award will
establish a Forest School in
the grounds of their
residential community in
Northampton. This is one of
the largest children’s homes in
the country, which can
simultaneously support up to
24 young people, aged
between 12 -19. They have
access to on-site education
through the specialist school
there, which is responsible for
the delivery of this project.
Amy Hope, the Trust’s
Statutory Fundraiser said,
“This donation enables us to
provide an alternative way of
engaging with young people
who struggle
with classroom
learning, who
traditionally

have very poor educational
outcomes. Providing
education in an outdoor
environment affords
numerous positive beneﬁts,
including the development of
social, communication and
physical skills. The grant we
received from the Royal
Masonic Trust for Girls and
Boys enables us to pilot this
type of education. We will run
it for two years to evaluate its
effectiveness in engaging the
severely traumatised young
people we support. By
demonstrating the
effectiveness of the project we
can also contribute towards
informing educational work
with severely traumatised
young people on a national
scale. We can potentially
reach hundreds more severely
traumatised young people.”
The project operates in
school term-time and has
therefore just begun. The
charity will carry out on-going
evaluation to see how it is
working. Look out for further
updates in future issues of
arena.
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DEBRA HAS RECEIVED
VARIOUS GRANTS FROM
LODGES OVER THE YEARS
AND FROM THE METROPOLITAN
MASONIC CHARITY SINCE 2011

D

EBRA is the national charity
that supports individuals and
families affected by Epidermolysis
Bullosa (EB). This is a painful,
genetic, skin-blistering condition,
which results in fragility of the
skin. Blisters, open wounds and
sores form as a result of the
slightest touch, rub or trauma and
in the worst cases it can be fatal.
There are at least 5,000 people
living with this devastating
condition in the UK and 500,000
people worldwide.
EB has a number of distinct
forms. In the least severe type,
blistering is conﬁned to the hands
and feet. In more severe cases, the
whole body is affected and
wounds heal very slowly, giving
rise to scarring, physical deformity
and signiﬁcant disability.
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Blistering can also affect inner
body linings, such as the mouth
and throat. In its most advanced
form, EB is fatal in infancy.
DEBRA was founded in 1978
and delivers an enhanced EB
Healthcare Service, in partnership
with the NHS, to offer optimal
healthcare to children and adults
living with EB. It provides
community support staff to work
directly with affected individuals
and families and funds pioneering
research to ﬁnd effective
treatments and, ultimately, a cure
for EB.
DEBRA thanks all London
Masons for their continued
support.

‘CARERS UK’ HAS BEEN
AWARDED £100,000 OVER A
TWO YEAR PERIOD BY THE
FREEMASONS GRAND CHARITY

A

cross the UK today 6.5 million
people are carers (the
equivalent of 1 in 8 adults),
supporting a loved one who is
older, disabled or seriously ill. With
an aging population the number of
carers in the UK is set to increase
by 50% to over 9 million, within
just twenty-ﬁve years. Set up in
the 1960’s, Carers UK was created
to offer carers of all ages help and
support, in undertaking the lonely
and sometimes difﬁcult task of
caring for a family loved one. As
the UK's only national membership
charity for carers, Carers UK is both
a support network and a movement
for change.
Carers UK respects, values and
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supports carers. Their mission
is to: give expert advice,
information and support; to
connect carers so that no-one
has to care alone; to campaign
together for lasting change and
to ﬁnd new ways to reach and
support carers. To assist them
in doing this, the FGC's award
will extend the operation of
the carers UK helpline from
the current two days per week to
ﬁve, enabling them to reach and
support more carers. They have
also installed technology to identify
trends in the types of calls they
receive. This will permit Carers UK
to investigate and analyse ‘problem
trends’, as they arise.

Maggie Stratton of Carers UK
said, “For the past 50 years we've
been driven by carers raising their
voices together to call for change
and seek recognition and support.
This award will assist us to reach
our goal.”

25

FRIENDSHIP WORKS, ARE THRILLED TO
HAVE RECEIVED A DONATION OF £4,560
FROM THE METROPOLITAN MASONIC CHARITY

F

riendship Works improves the
life chances of vulnerable
children in Camden and Islington by
recruiting, training and supporting
adult volunteer mentors to build a
long-term supportive friendship. The
organization matches volunteers
with young people aged 5-16 and
currently supports over 185 children
and young people in need of
stronger social support networks.
Some are young carers; some have
been exposed to domestic violence
or parental substance misuse in the
past; some have Special Educational
Needs; and some are facing severe
ﬁnancial hardships. Many are
socially isolated and have had very
limited access to new opportunities
and positive experiences.
Mentors give time, every weekend
for two years, to offer these children
experiences and activities that they
would have no access to otherwise.
Mentors also provide emotional
support and friendship, helping
children and young people explore
their potential, build their
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conﬁdence, and help them realise
their hopes and aspirations for a
brighter future. The funding
provided by the Metropolitan
Masonic Charity will cover the cost
of a training weekend for eight new
mentors.
The charity’s Volunteer
Recruitment Manager, Ros Moody,
said, “Part of our success as a
mentoring charity is due to the high
levels of support we are able to give
to our volunteers. The Assessment
and Training Weekends are essential
in preparing our mentors for their
role. This generous donation means
that we can train eight new mentors,
who will each enable a child in need
to access new opportunities, discover
their potential, and develop
important life skills for the future.” If
you live in the London area and are
interested in becoming a mentor,
please visit
www.friendshipworks.org.uk/volunt
eer.
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BUSY BROTHERS
– THE CONNAUGHT
CLUB

A

s always, it has been a busy year
and the Club has enjoyed the
company of hundreds of members
and guests. They have learnt from
the Prestonian Lecturer at Burgoyne
- the Club's lodge; explored the
Masonic sights of London on a bike
ride and played tug-of-war, at the
summer picnic! And that’s just the
start…As the Masonic season is
ﬁring back into action, the Club has
just announced a number of exciting
events for members, prospective
members and guests.
On the 19th September, the
fearless/foolish of the Connaught
Club will be cycling from
Freemasons’ Hall in London to the
Menin Gate in Belgium. The
Connaught Club hopes to raise funds
for the British Legion and for the
Wiltshire Barn Trust, whilst the
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riders willpay their respects to those
who have fallen in the name of
Queen and Country.In October, the
Club will be venturing to Bristol on
the 18thin order to viewthe
‘infamous’ 3rdDegree in Bristol
workings, before hosting its own
Burgoyne lodge meeting on the 25th.
Here all the ofﬁces are ﬁlled by
those aged under thirty-ﬁve years.
On the 30th, the Club will be
welcoming guests and non-Masons
to an exclusive trip to the Tower of
London, to witness the Ceremony of
the Keys, followed by dinner in the
Yeoman Warders' Club.
The Connaught Club is thankful
for the support it receives from
Metropolitan Grand Lodge.We urge
all London lodges to continue to
encourage every young member of
their lodge to get involved and to

join this active social organisation
for young Freemasons. For more
information, please visit
www.connaughtclub.org or contact
lewis@connaughtclub.org.

STOP PRESS

B

rethren will be pleased to note
that whilst there was some
trauma and adventure on the trip
- all of the riders made it back
safely. There will be a full report
in the next edition!
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T H E M E N AT T H E T O P :

KEITH MITCHELL
K

TOP: Keith as a boy

BOTTOM: Keith around the time of his
initiation into freemasonry
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eith originally hails from
Chingford in Essex although
he only spent a short time there
before moving to Harrow where he
attended Buckingham College
which has the motto “Man Know
Thyself”. A recent comment by an
alumnus stated that the school, “…
.taught me not just what I needed
to pass exams but also the integrity
and decency to contribute to
society.” This most certainly would
be helpful to any budding
Freemason.
Keith admits he was not a
sporting type at school but rather
somewhat of a "swot" (his word!)
which manifested itself in his
always being in the higher listings
of attainment in exams.
Nevertheless, he was a “dab hand”
at pool and still proudly wears a
signet ring which was won as a
wager in a pool match where the
opposing player was rumoured to
be connected with an East End
gang! This academic propensity at
school meant that seven Ordinary
Level GCEs were achieved by the
time Keith was ﬁfteen years old
when he left school to take up his
ﬁrst job as an articled clerk with
Payne Stone Fraser – Chartered
Accountants.
He had a hankering to be an
advocate and it was perhaps a
propensity to argue the point, so to
speak, which would become
important later in life. His careers
advice was given by his godfather,
who gave him a choice between
articles at a solicitors' or at an
accountancy ﬁrm. Keith's choice of
accountancy may have been
guided by the fact that his
godfather was an accountant - but
it is not a step that he has ever
regretted! He became an articled
clerk at 16, passing all his
professional exams at ﬁrst sitting
and qualifying as a Chartered
Accountant at the age of 21 - a
splendid achievement. Away from

work he did what most young men
do in their spare time with the
round of teenage parties and
girlfriends.
In 1967 he decided to move to a
new environment but still within
the world of accountancy, having
been head hunted to join the
newly-established London School
of Accountancy. This developed
his abilities in lecturing,
preparation of study material and
other more general management
skills. The next move happened
when Keith took his, by now
developed, educational abilities
and became an equity partner in
the Accountancy Tuition Centre.
where he remained for 14 years,
during which time he introduced
and developed the then very new
concept of desk top publishing,
leading a team of authors, sub
editors and proofers.
It was during this time, in 1977,
that Keith became a Freemason.
He was proposed and seconded by
two good friends, both of whom
worked in the aerospace industry
and whom Keith had met through
his horse riding interests. There
had been no line of descent
through family connections.
Keith’s father, although wishing to
become a Freemason, had been
unable to realise his desire because
he had a Naval career which
developed into extended service
following the outbreak of war. Back
on land, Keith’s mother was not of
a mind to let her husband out of
her sight, given his long absence
serving his country. He was thus
not given the opportunity to be
"lost" once again in Freemasons’
Lodges!
So, in April 1977 aged 31 Keith
was Initiated into Lodge of Mercy
No. 6821, founded in May 1949, a
daughter Lodge of Beneﬁcentia
Lodge No. 5308, a Lodge made up
of a mixture of aircraft and
electrical engineers. After eight
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LEFT: Keith with his wife at a dinner.

RIGHT: Keith recieving his CBE
from HM the Queen and
afterwards outside
Buckingham Palace.

years he became Master of the Lodge
and after a year as IPM became the
Charity Steward. He served a further
term as Master of the Lodge in
1998/99. Keith had obviously got the
bug for Masonry and chose to be
Advanced into the Mark Degree in
Quadratic Lodge No. 895 of Mark
Master Masons in Middlesex in 1981,
rather interestingly, before being
exalted into Beneﬁcentia Chapter No.
5308 in 1983. A process which, in
retrospect, he says he found very
helpful in piecing together the
Masonic story. Progress was slower in
Chapter due to his Masonic
commitments in Craft and the Mark
and an increasingly heavy business
schedule and work load but he
became MEZ of the Chapter in 2001.
Promotion to London Grand Rank
came in 2001. In 2003, he was
appointed Metropolitan Grand
Deacon in the inaugural year of
Metropolitan Grand Lodge. Promotion
to Senior London Grand Rank
followed in 2008. Much to his
surprise, he was appointed a
Metropolitan Grand Inspector in Craft
and the Holy Royal Arch (“HRA”) in
2011 and this led to his Grand Ofﬁcer
Appointment as Junior Grand
Deacon in 2011 (another surprise to
receive active rank!) and promotion
to Past Senior Grand Deacon in 2012.
Correspondingly, Keith received HRA
honours in 2007 with appointment to
London Grand Chapter Rank. He was
appointed Past Assistant Grand
Sojourner in 2011 and Past Grand
Sojourner in 2012. Keith thoroughly
enjoys the work of a Metropolitan
Grand Inspector., he says, "it is a real
privilege to be one of the 21 Rulers in
London Masonry".
In 1990 Keith had the opportunity
to sell his stake in Accountancy
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Tuition Centre. So aged 44 he
retired for the ﬁrst time. This
gave him more time to develop
his interest in public service
with the Oxfordshire Family
Practitioner Committee,
Oxford Family Health Services
Authority and the Oxfordshire
Health Authority taking on the
role of Chairman on various
Committees and Boards. Shortly
before selling his business
interests he was elected to
Oxfordshire County Council as
member for Bloxham, a few
miles south of Banbury and, after
winning subsequent elections,
ﬁnally stood down in 2013. Not
only this, he has also been an
elected member for Cherwell
District Council and Adderbury
Parish Council.
Having been an
accountant for so
long this at least
gave him the
opportunity to
1977
practise in the
Council Chamber
1983
those skills of
1985
advocacy which he
1993
had wished to
2000
develop in the
legal profession to
2001
which at one time
2003
he had aspired!
2007
Even with all
2008
these other
responsibilities
2011
Freemasonry was
2011
still a major force
2012
for Keith. In 1992
2012
he joined the
Oxford Lodge of
2013
Installed Masters
No 7770. He also
2014
acted as Preceptor

Masonic Career

Initiated into Lodge of Mercy 6821
Exalted into Beneficentia Chapter 5308
WM of Lodge of Mercy and again in 1998
Founder member of Rathcreedan Chapter 8690
First Principal - Beneficentia Chapter 5308
LGR
MetGD
LGCR
SLGR
Met Grand Inspector
JGD
PSGD and PGSoj
First Principal of Rathcreedan Chapter 8690
First Principal of Oxfordshire Installed First Principals
Chapter 7770
WM of Oxfordshire Lodge of Installed Masters 7770
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for Lodge of Mercy No. 6821, as
well as Lodge Secretary, for 13
years from 2001 -2014. Obviously
Keith has access to a different
time dimension than other
mortals, which seems to have
given him enough hours in the
day and days in the week to carry
out all his duties!
Keith has views on Freemasonry
which testify to his involvement
and enthusiasm for the Craft over
a number of years. Firstly, he
said, Masonry needs to be “open”.
Too much secrecy stiﬂes progress.
He ﬁrmly believes that members
of a lodge should not see their
membership as a secret. Rather
their involvement and enjoyment
should be an opportunity to
promote the Craft to non-Masons.
Secondly, he believes
Freemasonry is a powerful source
of “self-improvement” including
the development of social skills as
well as growing conﬁdence and
team working. As Masons we
must act as ambassadors for
Freemasonry, which is where

those social skills are put to the
test. Last but not least is Charity.
We should feel immensely proud
of the scale of Masonic charity.
Keith also commented on the
notion that, in the past, it had
been a common perception that
one had to ask to become a
Freemason. Perhaps it is we as
individuals who should be doing
the asking?
In 2012, Keith received a letter
from 10 Downing Street which, in
his role as Leader of Oxfordshire
County Council, he surmised was
a local government-focused
invitation for “beer and
sandwiches”. To his surprise it was
one of the ultimate honours that
one might receive for service to
the community, being news of his
appointment to Commander of
the British Empire (CBE). There is
no doubt that with service to the
community and to Freemasonry
as well, this marks out Keith to be
a special individual and we might
consider ourselves beholden to
emulate such achievement.

Five things you didn't know
about Keith Mitchell:
1 Has hunted with foxhounds,
stag hounds and beagles.

2 County Councillor in Oxfordshire
for 24 years and Leader for 11
years.
3 Has slept in cells in Oxford
Prison several times.

4 Has retired twice in his life, in
1990 and again in 2013 but still
works 7 days a week.

5 As a Commander of the Order of
the British Empire (CBE) he is
one of a select band of 8,960
individuals.
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KENT CLUB NEWS

T

he season has started and we hope that you get as
much out of your Freemasonry as possible - hopefully
we can help! Visiting is a wonderful way to make friends
across London, so is getting involved in some of the many
events coming up.

23rd October
Kent Club Drinks
Please join us in the bar of Mark
Masons Hall from 5:30 onwards.
Come and meet some of the Kent
Club organisers, as well as your
brothers from lodges across London.
Share your experiences, chat about
matters Masonic, catch up with
friends and take the opportunity to
set up some visiting!

6th November
Metropolitan Grand Lodge Meeting
The November meeting of Met Grand
Lodge is primarily for the Annual
Investitures in London Rank and
London Grand Rank. The day is split
into morning and afternoon sessions
with lunch in the Grand Connaught
Rooms in between. The day is open
to Master Masons (only) and bookings
will be taken via the following link on
the Porchway website
.http://www.porchway.org/craft/app
ointments-and-promotions/lr-lgrinvestiture

13th November
The Kent Club Dinner
The highlight of the Kent Club year
is the Club’s annual dinner. A black
tie event intended to be educational
and also lots of fun. We'll be going
back to the wonderful venue of the
Great Hall at St Bart’s Hospital. The
full details are still being ﬁnalised
and we will publish these in due
course on
http://kentclub.org/category/events

METROPOLITAN SPORTS NEWS
Charity Day MetGL Golf

T

he Charity Golf Day was held on 29th
July at Batchworth Park Golf Club in
wonderful weather with 83 golfers and a
total of 100 dining. Organised, once again,
by W. Bro Indu Chatrath, PGStB and his
team, the day went like clockwork,
starting from two tees and with all 22
groups of golfers getting round in
approximately 4 ½ hours.
The MetGM, RW Bro. Russell Race (a
regular attendee), DepMetGSec, W. Bro
John Wood, PAGDC and MetGInsp W. Bro
Richard Greenhill were among the guests.
The MetGM said that the two shots he
attempted were instantly forgettable;
which brings to mind the Lee Trevino
quote, “The tragedy of golf is that your
best and your worst shots are always
history.”
The standard of golf was superb, with
some great Stableford scores being
recorded. Kevin Dorling was the winner
with a score of 43 and Suﬁan Dhaduk, the
only scratch handicap entry went round
in 1 over par! The only lady entrant, Mina
Kotecha, won the “Nearest the Pin” prize
on the 106 yard 4th hole with a shot that
landed just 2 ½ inches from the cup. The
prize for “Longest Drive” was awarded to
Geoff Phillips and the Team Prize was
awarded to Group 20 comprised of John
Winter, Peter Marno, John Bennett and
George Cannell with a massive score of
95.
All in all another fantastic Charity Day
which, hopefully, impressed the ﬁfty-ﬁve
non-Masons who attended. Membership
forms are available from John Massmann
on his new email address,
massmann@virginmedia.co.uk.

Captain’s Day

O

n another beautiful day, the Golf
Society made the trip to Coombe
Wood Golf Club near Kingston, Surrey.
Our correspondent spent an
uncomfortable three hours getting there
and in Richmond Park was overtaken by
Dame Kelly Holmes out for her
morning jog!
There was great weather once again
but a very disappointing turnout from
the Metropolitan Golf Society
members,who were outnumbered by
the guests in attendance. That W. Bro
Bob Hancock, PSGD, won with a
creditable 40 points on his own course
was no surprise. W. Bro Peter Simeonov,
on his debut with the Society, came
runner-up with 37 points.Nearest the
Pin was guest Andy Atherton, soon to
be a fully ﬂedged member and Longest
Drive was earned by John Massmann.
No surprise then that the team prize
was Bob and Chris Hancock, Paul
Bennett and Andy Atherton.
In his closing speech Captain Jeremy
Lindop thanked the guests for attending
and made mention of the low turnout
by members. He asked the members
present to actively advertise the Society
in their lodges, and promised to get the
2015 schedule of events out early in the
New Year, so that they can be promoted
well in advance.
Despite the poor attendance by
members and the terrible trafﬁc
conditions, all had a good time.

Rain Stopped Play - MGL Cricket Club

O

ur cricketers have had a miserable summer. Both
fixtures were washed out (literally!) and could not
be rearranged. Better luck next season!
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Bowling Along
with LMBA

M

embers of the LMBA were
euphoric following their
victory against Northants MBA on
9th July in which they won four
rinks out of the ﬁve played. In
August however, they lost to Enﬁeld
BC, albeit not as heavily as last year.
This year’s Drawn Pairs Competition
resulted in a win for Angela Jacobs
and Ian Keech who, after a tense
ﬁnal, took the trophy 4-3 after only
six ends.
The annual MACE Tournament,
hosted by Somerset MBA at the
Taunton Deane Bowls Club, was once
again fully subscribed. Established
by the LMBA in 2011, the
Tournament has now cumulatively
raised almost £40,000 for the
charities nominated annually by the
hosts. The LMBA rink, W. Bros Lou
Epstein, David Dickens, Jim Ashton
and Ian Keech competed well and

headed their group
until the last end of the
last qualifying game for
the ﬁnal, which they
lost by one shot – the
narrowest possible
defeat. Wiltshire Province
brought on their heavy guns in
the person of the Provincial Grand
Master, RW Bro. Francis Wakem, but
failed to subdue the opposition.
The President's Gala Day, renamed
LIMBO (London Interprovincial
Masonic Bowls Occasion) a roundrobin tournament against
neighbouring Masonic Provinces,
took place on 18th September and
included teams from London and six
Provinces. It is hoped that it will
become an annual event always
hosted by the LMBA. Please see the
next edition of arena for a full
report. Full details will be

announced shortly for both the ten
indoor ﬁxtures planned for the
winter months and, nearer to
Christmas, the LMBA Feast Day to
which all Metropolitan bowlers and
their ladies are cordially invited.
Anyone interested in joining the
LMBA, including those who want to
learn to bowl, for an annual fee of
just £12, should contact Ian Keech on
01707 659656 or
ian.a.keech@btinternet.com or visit
http://londonmasons.org.uk.

BOOK REVIEW - “ENGLISH FREEMASONRY
AND THE FIRST WORLD WAR”

T

o commemorate the First World
War, the Library and Museum
of Freemasonry has released a book
“English Freemasonry and the First
World War”. It deals with the
following questions...How did
Freemasonry react to the First
World War? How was English
Freemasonry affected? How did it
change and survive in those difﬁcult
times?
The ﬁrst chapter of the book
describes how the Masonic world
looked in those days and is followed
by vivid descriptions about how its
charity operated. It tells how
Masons managed to keep going in
timesof such unprecedented
historic turbulence. Also covered is
the upsetting subject of foreign
nationals - those originally born in
‘enemy’ countries, who were
forbidden to attend English Lodges.
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The issue created robust
disagreement amongst Brethren at
the time, some of them feeling that
such a decision was not in the true
Masonic spirit.
The parts I found particularly
intriguing are those sections
describing how Masons managed to
create fairly ‘informal’ Lodges in the
camps (and we should remember
the review of Gastvrijheid Lodge No
3970 from the preceding edition of
arena in this respect!) and the
tricks and techniques that they used
to ﬁnd each other in the complex
and hostile environment that prison
camps must have been.
This is not a long book, though it
has plenty of photographs. The
pleasure in reading it matches the
wealth of information provided. All
in all, this is a good addition to the
history of English Freemasonry.
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“ENGLISH
FREEMASONRY
AND THE FIRST
WORLD WAR” –
NEW EXHIBITION
Bro Corrado Canonici visited the latest exhibition
at the Museum and Library of Freemasonry in
Freemasons' Hall and was impressed by its fresh
look at this sombre topic…

T

his new exhibition
complements the eponymous
book reviewed on page 33 and I
have to report that the exhibition
is indeed no less fascinating than
the book. It shows what
Freemasonry and its members
were doing during that traumatic
experience and explores the
shock Brethren felt, and how
much their lives suddenly
changed. I found it most
touching to see objects used by
prisoners of war to hold their
Lodges wherever they were;
including a square for which
British brethren gave food to a
Belgian farmer. Touching too was
the “Memorial of Masonians who
fell in the Great War”
(‘Masonians’, what a beautiful old
word…), a book printed in 1922,
featuring photos and short
biographies of many of the
Masons who lost their lives.
The exhibition does not only
underline the tragedy of the war
– like the terrible photos of the
Zeppelin raids on London – but it
also touches on what without a
doubt was a period of of immense
social and political change. As
can be seen from the
accompanying photographs here with preparations for war moving
forward, the City of London
National Guard Lodge No 3757
(the London National Guard were
the First World War equivalent of
the Home Guard of the Second
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World War) was consecrated in
1915. The Consecration was
attended by over 600 men
including the Lord Mayor of
London. One of its founders was
the then Grand Lodge Librarian,
W. Bro. Dr William Hammond,
who held commissions as
Surgeon with the Second
Volunteer Battalion of the Royal
Warwickshire Regiment.
It also explores how
freemasonry developed following
the end of the Great War. For
instance, it shows the documents
by which Czechoslovakia, a new
country (which itself was, as
many of us will know, itself
dissolved in 1993) formed by the
war, promptly created a new
Grand Lodge in order to continue
their regular activity as soon as
possible – eager I suppose to
resume normality. There is no
doubt that the outcome of First
World War shaped English
Freemasonry; hence it is
important to see this exhibition
where one can quite literally
touch pieces of history that seem
so far away from us now – but
they are not.
Lodge No. 3757 is by-the-by,
preparing for its Centenary next
year and would welcome visitors.
Enquiries to the Secretary, W. Bro
Douglas Phillips, SLGR, at:
phillips803@btinternet.com.

ISSUE 18

arena
Ask The Metropolitan
Grand Director of
Ceremonies
We continue our series where the MetGDC, W. Bro Patrick
Penny, PAGDC, answers your questions on masonic etiquette.
Question: I’ve just been appointed as
DC of my lodge, and am unsure how
lodges under Metropolitan Grand Lodge
should form outgoing processions. Can
you give me some guidance please?
Answer: Thanks for the enquiry.
There is a wonderful variety of ways
in which a lodge can leave the temple
once the meeting has closed, and
MetGL does not have a prescribed
way to form a the outgoing
procession, or “recession” as it is
called more formally. Much depends
on the traditions of the lodge, and the
preferences of the DC, as well as a
common sense approach. Certainly
the recession protocol used on an
ofﬁcial visit by a Metropolitan ruler,
though undoubtedly smart, is not
intended to be a template for all
London lodges to use. It is up to each
lodge to decide how the recession
should be organised.
These points may be of help:

► There is no need to hold a
recession at all. A number of
London lodges do not, or the DC
merely escorts the WM informally
from temple after closing. This
can save a great deal of time under
Project Streamline. Alternatively
some lodges dispense with a
formal recession apart from
Installation meetings.

► A procession or recession should
be proportionate to the number in
and size of the temple. There is no
point in putting all those in “dark
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blue” into a recession if the temple
is virtually emptied; it is likely to
make those in light blue, who are
the future of the lodge, feel
excluded.

► Decide before the meeting who
you are going to invite to form part
of the recession, and if possible
inform any visitors if that is the
case. You may decide to include
Grand Ofﬁcers in the procession;
they should be arranged in order
of their Grand Rank. If you
include holders SLGR LGR and LR
as well they should also be in
order and it is courteous to include
present and past ofﬁcers of
Provincial and District Grand
Lodges, in that instance. The
recession will form smoothly if
those in recession are seated in
positions which are easily
accessible, ideally on the correct
side.
► Make sure the lodge ofﬁcers know
what they are doing beforehand.
A poor recession can take the gloss
from a good meeting.

► Finally, it is important to
remember that a Visiting Ofﬁcer
on an ofﬁcial visit should be
placed immediately behind the
Wardens on the right hand side of
the recession, regardless of his
rank. If he attends unofﬁcially his
status as VO is ignored and he
should only process out in the
appropriate place for his rank.
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FAMILY FESTIVE
CONCERT
The Grand Temple, Freemasons’ Hall,
Great Queen Street, London WC2B 5AZ
Thursday 11th December 2014
6.30 – 8.00 pm
A Fantastic Evening of Family Entertainment
No matter what our Faith, December
is a special time of year, particularly for
children.
Metropolitan Grand Lodge and
Chapter have gone to considerable
lengths to achieve an eclectic mix of
all those Faiths that are welcomed in
Freemasons’ Lodges and Chapters.
This year’s concert blends celebration
of Advent, Hanukkah, Christmas and
Divali into what is expected to be a
joyous and happy occasion for
everyone. The programme includes
an opportunity to listen to a variety of
music, song and word; to join in some
of the singing and to enjoy the rousing
sound of pipes and drums.
The compere for the evening is Rick
Wakeman
(top
left),
currently
Worshipful Master of Chelsea Lodge
No 3098, an accomplished keyboard
player and entertainer. Rick will
introduce the musicians and talk us
through the programme in his usual
witty style.
Music will be provided by The St
Anne’s
Camerata,
combining
musicians from St Anne’s College,
Oxford with members of the
Oxfordshire County Music Service and
with Simon Desbruslais (bottom left), a
true trumpet virtuoso of international
acclaim. They will be supported by
the Oxfordshire Youth Brass Ensemble
and the Oxfordshire Schools’ Choir.

Dr John Traill, Director of Music at St.
Annes College, University of Oxford
has put together a programme of
music and song to encompass all
tastes and Faiths.
The Celtic London Pipes and Drums
will provide a traditional finale.Last
year they were a great hit by entering
the Grand Temple in splendid fashion
and delighting the audience. Not
content with their performance,
having marched out, they continued
to play in the vestibule outside the
Grand Temple.
The concert is open to Masons and
non-Masons, their wives, families and
friends. Entrance will be from the clock
tower entrance, through the vestibule
and into the Grand Temple, providing
an
opportunity
to
view
the
architectural splendour of this part of
Freemasons Hall and to see the
memorial to those who fell in the First
World War. Disabled access will be
from the Great Queen Street
entrance.
You can book and pay for your tickets
through the link at the bottom of this
page and print them off in the
comfort of your own home. Book
early, the Grand Temple can only seat
1,600.
Tickets: Adults £10.00.
Under 16’s £5.00.

BOOK HERE:
event.bookitbee.com/1734/family-festive-concert

