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FOREWORD:

RW Bro Michael Ward
Deputy Metropolitan Grand Master

I

am delighted to introduce this
summer edition of the arena
magazine. As the masonic season
draws to a close, we can now head
off for some well earned holidays
conﬁdent that we have all played a
part in increasing the public’s
positive image of freemasonry. Our
increased openness in recent years
is unquestionably helping to
demonstrate that freemasonry is a
force for good and that we are
making a signiﬁcant contribution to
our local communities. Lodges and
chapters are providing the
Metropolitan PR team with excellent
information about charitable works
and human interest stories which are
making a difference. These are
something that we can all celebrate
and share with our families and
friends.
Highlighted in this edition of
arena are the achievements of
brothers Dear and Pitt awarded RVM
and MBE respectively (see page 8);
Bro. Sell who was skydiving in aid of
Great Ormond Street Children's
Hospital (see page 33) and Bros.
Chapman, Convisser, Elton and
Gibbons on page 41 who have
together celebrated 221 years of
service to the Craft. Our
congratulations go not only to them
but also to the many thousands more
who are quietly helping to improve
our communities and our public
image.
The explosive growth of social
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media is also contributing to our
improved image. There are now
large ‘communities’ following and
discussing Masonic matters on both
Facebook and Twitter, including our
own MetGM! You can help by adding
to these communities and/or
providing insights that can be posted
on Facebook and Twitter as well as
on Porchway. If we enjoy our
freemasonry then we should be
happy and proud to let the world
know!
I would also like to draw your
attention to the brief article on page
11 regarding Cessations and
Exclusions. These are very much
“own goals”. Having put so much
effort and energy into inspiring
someone to join, some are quietly
disappearing from the scene, just
becoming another statistic and at a
considerable cost to lodges and
chapters. We are a caring
organisation and we owe it to these
brethren to stay in touch with them
and to understand why they have
drifted away and what needs to be
done before it is too late.They should
be able to enjoy their freemasonry as
much as we do and we have an
obligation to understand their
expectations and wherever possible
to meet them. The full report
setting out detailed
recommendations for lodge and
chapters to consider is on Porchway.
I commend it to you.
In conclusion, I wish you and your

families a happy, enjoyable and
restful summer. The torrential rains
of the early part of the year are
hopefully behind us - well, ﬁngers
crossed, and the sunshine must be
on its way! I look forward to meeting
and speaking with many of you
again, when the ‘new season’ starts
in September.
Sincerely and fraternally
Michael
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EDITORIAL

T

he great thing about London
is that not only is there
always something going on, but
because of sheer size, there is
also likely to be a choice. As we
start to wind down in earnest our
labours for the summer break of
refreshment, it may be difﬁcult
to look forward, but I would like
to highlight two "new" events.
Firstly, the two-piano concert
being played in the old Temple 1
on October 7th which will feature
the well-known "Carnival of the
Animals" by Saint-Saëns as well
as works by Rachmaninoff and
Tchaikovsky. The 'Carnival' will
be accompanied by the
whimsical Ogden Nash poems,
recited by some very well known
and right well known brethren
including the Metropolitan Grand
Master! With delicious canapés
and a glass of wine included in
the ticket price, I hope you will
join me in supporting this
venture, particularly as it will
lead on to other music concerts
in this excellent venue.

JOB VACANCY:
Charity Contact Officer (x4)
The Metropolitan Communications Team is
looking for four brethren to join the team and
assist as volunteer Charity Contact Ofﬁcers.
The MMC and The Grand Charity make many
donations to charities and the Communications
Team works with those charities to make sure that
brethren and the wider public are appropriately
aware of the donation. Contact Ofﬁcers also keep
in touch with the charities so that we can see the
difference our donation has made over time. We
understand the pressures of volunteering on home
life and guarantee that contact time is likely to be
no more than an hour or so a week on average.
Training will be given but those interested should
be fully IT literate and have access to a telephone.
Please contact arena@metgl.com
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Secondly, as per the advert on
page 38, a new 'Metropolitan'
Ladies night is being arranged.
This will allow Lodges and
Chapters who wish to have a
ladies night, but for whom 'doing
it alone', has not been
economically viable. It should be
a great night and booking details
will be on Porchway soon. These
events will be special - please
support them!
Whilst working on this latest
edition, I reﬂected on the fact
that this is my twelfth edition
and with that small anniversary
in mind, I have decided on a
'bumper' Summer issue which I
hope readers will enjoy. Clearly,
if you don't, there is always the
option of an e-mail to me! As I
said at the start of this Editorial,
there is always something going
on in London, so help me to
cover those events by sending in
your own reports. As ever, to
news@metgl.com
EDITOR

JOB VACANCY:
Experienced Communications
Specialists (x2)
The Metropolitan Communications Team is
looking for two experienced brethren to assist
as volunteer Communications Ofﬁcers. Your
experience is likely to include the drafting
and production of Press releases, current
knowledge of the Corporate Communications
world and the ability to spot a good story as
well as the usual IT abilities, access to a
telephone and ﬂexibility! We understand the
pressures of volunteering on home life and
guarantee that the time involved is likely to
be no more than an hour or so a week on
average.
Please contact arena@metgl.com
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T H E M E N AT T H E T O P :

COLIN
WOODCOCK
C

TOP: Colin as a boy, with his scout
group

BOTTOM: Colin around the time he
joined Freemasonry
.
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olin Woodcock
was born in
Isleworth, West
London and hails
from a background
of farmers and
blacksmiths, his
father’s family
originally coming
from Lincolnshire.
The family then
moved to Footscray
in Kent, where
Colin’s father
worked as an
engineer. Early
school days were
spent in Sidcup
and after
secondary
education, Colin left school at 16
years of age with an “O” level pass
in Engineering Drawing or "Tech
Drawing" as it used to be known.
Colin’s thoughts, however, were far
from a technically-oriented career
and he put himself forward for the
Metropolitan Police Cadets.
Nowadays no longer operating, the
particular scheme that Colin joined
at the age of 16, was an
opportunity to continue his
academic education but with a
strong emphasis on physical
training. He recalls that it was run
like a “quasi-military academy”
(albeit without the weapons
training) with live-in dormitories,
drill and bed-inspection every day
with all the instructors coming
from a military background.
Colin recalls the Cadets as being
a golden time in his life, as he was
essentially paid to play sports!
There was training at Hendon and

also in Ashford, Kent and it was
during these years that Colin took
part in Rugby, Fencing and
Canoeing and represented the
Metropolitan Police in the Devizes
to Westminster race in 1967. He
was prepared for the rigours of this
disciplined life having also been in
a very active Scout troop from an
early age, an introduction to
healthy discipline for which he is
still grateful. He retains a great
affection for the Scouting
movement to this day. During
those years as a Police Cadet, Colin
was seconded to Southwark Police
Station. Strictly speaking, the
training, although one might
consider as leading to a Police
career, was an end in itself. There
was no commitment or promise of
a job at the end of it all and the
young men who had been
participants were still expected to
meet the required selection
criteria. Aged 19 however, Colin
applied to the Police and was
immediately accepted. He was
sent for training at Hendon Police
College and after the previous
idyllic years of sports and the good
life, which Colin describes as
having been "bucolic”, he had a
rude awakening. His sojourn in the
countryside at Ashford came to an
end and the big shock of the
intensive training programme at
Hendon came into focus.
Successfully completing his
Police training, he was given a
posting to Kings Cross Road Police
Station, which, as a uniformed
ofﬁcer, was to be his home for the
next ﬁve years. Later he joined the
Special Patrol Group (SPG) and it
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ABOVE: Colin as part of the Metropolitan Police
Cadet Corps in July 1967

BELOW: Colin as best man at a friend's wedding
was while serving with this unit that
he became friends with another
young ofﬁcer, Bro Paul Rickman, who
introduced him to Freemasonry at the
age of 23. Contrary perhaps to
common perception, Colin mentions,
the existence of Freemasonry within
the Police was not overt and he found
that it was not talked about in his
circle. With this "silence" in mind, he
spoke to his father, who he looked up
to as a wise man of the world, for
advice before committing himself. His
Dad was not a Mason but had a friend,
W. Bro John Gilbert, who was and it
was this friend who enthusiastically
endorsed Masonry. His father did not
therefore offer any contrary advice
and Colin
joined his
friend Paul in
the
Trincomalee
Lodge No
1974 Initiated into Trincomalee Lodge 6923
6923, where
1983 Exalted into Ceylon Chapter 6436
he was
1985 Installed as WM, Trincomalee Lodge 6923
Initiated aged
1989 Installed as First Principal, Ceylon Chapter 6436
24. Very sadly
and to Colin's
1993 Promoted to LGR
deep regret he
1996 Founding member Thomas Harper Lodge 9612
was unable to
1997 LGCR
propose his
1998 SLGR
father into the
lodge as he
2000 Visiting Grand Officer – Albert Group; appointed
died at the
AGSwdB
relatively
2008 SLGCR
young age of
2010 Appointed Metropolitan Grand Inspector, PSGD, PAGSoj
52, but he has
had the happy
2012 Promoted PGSoj
experience of
A member of 16 orders outside the Craft and HRA, he is a Grand
bringing his
officer in 10 of them
son into the

Masonic Career
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same lodge.
Like so many other "Men at the
Top" in this series, Colin's becoming a
Freemason was therefore by
fortuitous chance and had it not been
for his fellow ofﬁcer Paul, the
opportunity may never have arisen. ,
Colin soon ﬁtted into the Lodge and
after about a year he really felt quite
at home. The Lodge had been
consecrated in 1950, taking its name
from Trincomalee, in modern day Sri
Lanka, where the Royal Navy had a
naval base and repair dockyard, in
what was the largest natural harbour
west of Singapore. When it was
announced that the Naval Yard would
be closed in 1958, plans were made
for the Lodge to be brought back to
the UK. Unsurprisingly, many of the
members at that time were former
naval or ﬂeet air arm personnel who
had come back with the Lodge when
Ceylon became independent. Many
of its members had transferred to
work in naval bases all over Britain,
but there was always a full attendance
at London meetings, despite the long
trek for certain members. This
showed dedication, loyalty and
commitment which Colin considered
great personal attributes. Equally he
saw Trincomalee Lodge as like an
extended family group. To echo Colin;
"a nice Lodge". Trincomalee being a
member of the Commonwealth
Lodges Association (the CLA, covered
in arena 15) meant that he was
immediately introduced to a wider
group of Masonic activities. From
being a Steward in 1974 he was
Installed into the Chair of King
Solomon in 1985. Immediately
afterwards becoming Treasurer of the
Lodge and seven years later being
awarded LGR.
In the meantime his police work
and career had developed and he was
present as a member of the SPG at the
Balcombe Street IRA siege, the Iranian
Embassy siege as well as the
Knightsbridge Spaghetti House siege.
After 10 years in the SPG, which was
subsequently disbanded, his career
moved him to Woolwich, Scotland
Yard and then to the Central Drugs
Squad. This then led on to the
National Drugs Intelligence Unit.
With secondments to various units
Colin became an important part of the
work being done to counter drugs and
serious crime and eventually, in the
ISSUE 17
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Colin on a recent trip to
Washington DC.

Five things you didn't
know about Colin
Woodcock:
National Criminal Intelligence
Agency, he managed the
International Division with
responsibility for international liaison.
This organisation merged into the
Serious and Organised Crimes Agency
where he was Head of Fraud and
latterly, with the advent of the
National Crime Agency, he is active in
the ﬁeld of Organised Crime.
Although not academically minded
as a youth, preferring as we have
seen, to play competitive sports, Colin
became something of an “autodidact”,
feeling the need to expand his
knowledge outside Freemasonry and
Police work. Having realised that
academic work was not as he
remembered it at school, he took
several “O” and “A” levels before
embarking on an honours degree in
History from the Open University
(OU). This was no mean achievement
and the commitment to the OU
degree was a major one.
With the degree under his belt,
Colin considered where his future
might lie after a Police career and
thought about the possibility of
becoming a teacher in primary
education. This plan would have led
him to working somewhere in inner
London that had a large community
mix, such as Deptford and where he
would be able to ensure that the
children found his lessons more
interesting than he himself had found
at school! It would have taken
SUMMER 2014

tremendous courage to work in a
possibly difﬁcult urban environment,
but like his police work and youthful
boy-scout enthusiasm he saw it in an
altruistic sense whereby he hoped he
would 'make a difference'.
Regrettably, he was unable to realise
this ambition even though a post
would become available later on, as
he was invited to take a post with the
National Criminal Intelligence
Service. In 2009, he was awarded an
MBE for service to Law Enforcement.
As a postscript to his educational
achievements, Colin now has an
ambition to take on a Master of Arts
degree and already has his planned
subject, the Peasant’s Revolt.
Colin joined Chapter in 1983 at the
age of 33, and endlessly fascinated by
Masonry, he joined other orders many of them! - so much so, that he is
now a member of sixteen! Promoted
to SLGR in 1998 and to active Grand
Rank in 2000, he became a VGO in
the Albert Group and an SVO under
the revised system in 2007. With his
managerial and organisational skills
not in doubt, both from his Police
work and his having risen through the
ranks of the CLA to become its
President, a post which he still holds,
he was promoted to Metropolitan
Grand Inspector in 2010. He also
holds very senior rank in most of his
other orders, leading one to ask,
where does he ﬁnd the time!?

1 Fascinated by all things
steam, (as in engines, not
irons).
2 Still rides a motorcycle to
work most days. Now a
proud owner of a BMW
650 but much preferred
his old KL1100 which was
too big to get through
traffic!
3 When on a surveillance
operation was obliged to
drive the length of
Knightsbridge on the
pavement! Never in the
field of human shopping
have so many decided to
hurl themselves in the
road!

4 Plans to take a course on
bookbinding, to keep him
amused in eventual
retirement

5 Hates Veal, Ham and Egg
pies!
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Queen honours London masons

The Dear family at Buckingham Palace

F

ormer Regimental Sergeant Major
of 42 Commando and member of
London’s Jamrud Lodge No.4372, W.
Bro Graham Dear, SLGR, was recently
honoured by the Queen with the
Royal Victorian Medal (RVM) for
services to the Queen's Body Guard.
Established by Queen Victoria, the
RVM is a personal gift of the Sovereign
for service to her or the Royal family.
Said Graham “Prince Charles was
especially kind and chatty at my
investiture. He thanked me for
looking after the Queen for so long
and so well. There are no duties with
the honour, just the pride in receiving
it and being able to wear it. I consider
myself very fortunate to have
received this and the MBE. Along with
other RM medals I also hold all three
of the Queen’s Silver, Golden and
Diamond Jubilee Medals, quite a rare
achievement”.
Bro. Graham had a long and
distinguished career serving with 41,
42, and 45 Commandos and Cdo
Logistics, in Aden, Northern Ireland,
Belize, Canada and the UN Forces in
Cyprus. He spent many winters in
Norway serving with Arctic forces
plus two six month tours of the near
and Far East on HMS Eskimo and a
tour as Company Sergeant Major at
Royal Marine, Poole. In the 1989 New
Year's Honours list he was made an
MBE for exemplary service and
leadership in the Royal Marines.
Graham ﬁnally retired to Deal for a
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Peter and Anna Pitt
quiet life with his wife, Rosemary, an
ex-serving Petty Ofﬁcer in the WRNS,
whom he met whilst serving as an
instructor at Deal, and their son and
daughter. However, within ten days of
retirement he accepted the post of
Doorkeeper at the House of
Commons and with it the start of
another distinguished career of
service to Queen and Country.
Promoted to Principal Doorkeeper
and responsible to the Serjeant-atArms and the Speaker, Graham had
responsibility for a team of thirty six
Doorkeepers and managed the day to
day running of the Chamber. Added
Graham “It was a requirement for us
to know every MP by face and name,
quite a challenge after a General
Election, when we might get over two
hundred new ones!”
***
W. Bro Peter Pitt, of Aesculapius
Lodge No. 2410 has now added MBE to
his impressive list of post-nominals
which now read MBE, TD, FRCS, and
FRCP Ed, not to mention his masonic
rank of PPGSwdB! The MBE was
awarded for his voluntary service as
Medical Ofﬁcer to 151 (Greater
London) Transport Regiment, which
sorted the logistics connected with the
then Prime Minister, Margaret
Thatcher's having granted visiting
rights to the widows of those fallen in
battle and buried abroad . Over thirty

years of service, he accompanied trips
to, amongst others, Kohima, in NE
India; Burma; South Korea; Ambon
Island; Egypt, Libya and the Falkland
Islands, about which he recounts "I
visited the grave of Col. H Jones VC.,
killed in the battle for Goose Green.
No grave could have a more beautiful
location. Whilst I was there, I dealt
with a soldier who had accidentally
put his arm through the glass door of
the military gym, almost severing it.
Another came off the back of a truck
to almost scalp himself and I also
treated a wife who almost bled to
death during a miscarriage. All three,
thank God, fully recovered!" He adds
"It was a great privilege to meet Her
Majesty at Buckingham Palace. She
seemed fascinated by our adventures."
As W. Bro David Nunn, PAGDC,
Aesculapius Lodge Secretary says:
"Peter is very modest about his
achievements. He was a RAMC
medic, left to cope on his own in a
remote hospital in Nepal and has
recorded his experiences in two
books. He is one of three Pitts to have
been members of the Lodge, following
his father and elder brother into the
lodge. His father was a distinguished
surgeon and his brother is a very
distinguished retired Professor of
Psychiatry. Peter has now somewhat
capped both of them!"
On behalf of London masons, arena
extends warm congratulations to both W.
Bros. Graham and Peter!
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Sir & Brother,
I much enjoyed reading Bro.
Trevor Dutt's article on Rahere
Lodge in arena 16, but am disturbed
to ﬁnd no mention of Aesculapius
Lodge, number 2410 in the list of
medical lodges mentioned.
Aesculapius was consecrated in
1891 as the ﬁrst lodge speciﬁcally,
"for the convenience of the medical
profession". It has never been
hospital based, although it was rather
taken over by Guy's men very early
in its existence. It still exists for the
same purpose, although we have
admitted one or two non-medics by
special invitation.
Yours sincerely & fraternally
W. Bro David Nunn, PAGDC
Secretary, Aesculapius Lodge No.
2410

Dear Brother Roberts-Jones,
I have written to Freemasonry
Today asking them include details of
how one could ﬁnd out more details
on Freemasonry, since the last three
issues have not included any details
on this. In three days, I have
recruited three new candidates into
my lodge. The ﬁrst was a builder
working on my house; the second
was an Insurance Agent. The three
days later, I spoke to a guy sitting at
the next table in a restaurant. All it
takes is talking. I would therefore
like something like this also printed
in the magazine.
Yours faithfully
W. Bro David C Morris, SLGR
Henry of Auxerre Lodge No. 7235

Dear Bro. David - I am happy to put
the record straight! Editor

Dear Bro. David - The limited space in
arena means that as an Editor, I have

***

SUBSCRIPTION TO
METROPOLITAN

difficult decisions to take. For example,
several very interesting Lodge/Chapter
meetings have not made it into this
edition - I really wish I had the space!
I have pondered your request and on
balance have come to the conclusion
that since arena is largely downloaded
from masonic websites, most readers
will look for further information via
those websites. There is however, as a
result of your comment, some direction
to prospective members now included
on page 2! Editor
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Royal Arch Investiture and
Annual Convocation 2014
One of arena's trusted
correspondents was appropriately
placed to report on the splendour
and excellence of the recent
meeting of MetGC and send in
his review as follows...

New Inspector, E Comp Lt Col Christopher Head

New Inspector, E Comp John Hubbard

10

T

he Annual Convocation of
Metropolitan Grand
Chapter was held in
Freemasons’ Hall on 3 April and
hosted a packed house of Royal
Arch Companions. The
Convocation was opened by the
Metropolitan Grand
Superintendent, E. Comp
Russell Race, who bade all
Companions warmly welcome.
The presentation of those
receiving honours was
conducted with dispatch and
dignity; the ofﬁcers of
Metropolitan Grand Chapter
performing their duties with the
skill and efﬁciency that the
occasion merited. In all, there
were 81 Companions honoured
with Senior London Grand
Chapter Rank, 137 Companions
with London Grand Chapter
Rank and 6 Companions
awarded London Chapter Rank,
all of whom were applauded in
traditional Masonic style by
those present.
The minutes of last year’s
Convocation and the MetGC
annual accounts were presented
and approved by the
Companions. E. Comp David
Thompson having been reelected as Metropolitan Grand
Treasurer announced that there
would be a small increase in the
annual dues to £4.20 from
1 October 2014. The
Metropolitan Grand
Superintendent was then
pleased to receive
representatives from St.
Erkenwald Chapter No.2808, St
Catherine's Caledonian Chapter
No. 3743, Imperial Cadet
Chapter No. 3824, Australia
Chapter No. 6505 and Euclid
Chapter of First Principals No.
7464, all of which had made an
outstanding contribution to the
Metropolitan Masonic Charity
After the re-appointment of the
Second, Third and Deputy

Metropolitan Grand Principals,
E. Comps Ian Currans and
Philip Summers were invested
as Assistant Metropolitan Grand
Superintendents. The MetGSupt
paid tribute to the retiring
AMetGSupts’. Russell then
thanked retiring Metropolitan
Grand Inspectors before
investing their successors E.
Comps Lt. Col. Christopher
Head, John Hubbard, Andrew
Manasseh, Nigel Penn and
Stratton Richey, urging them to
continue the high standards that
had been established by their
predecessors. The other
Metropolitan Grand Chapter
“active” Ofﬁcers of the year
were then invested. There was
loud and sustained applause
throughout this part of the
Convocation.
The Metropolitan Grand
Superintendent then gave his
address, in which he
congratulated all those who had
received honours and asked
them to continue the hard work
which had resulted in their
honour being awarded in the
ﬁrst place.
The Convocation was closed
at 13:00 and the National
Anthem was sung in good voice
by all the Companions. Hordes
of happy Companions then
thronged in Great Queen Street
as they made their way to lunch
in the Grand Connaught Rooms
and whilst there may have been
the usual waiting in line at the
cloakroom for coats, cases and
umbrellas, everyone was in
good heart and were soon
tucking into a very ample
luncheon of ﬁsh platter with
celeriac remoulade starter,
chicken à la bourguignon with a
bacon & mushroom sauce
followed by apple &prune
crumble with Cognac Ice Cream
& Toffee Sauce. Yum!
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NEW PRESS OFFICER
FOR METGL/METGC
G

iles Cooper, just stepping down
from his very successful year as
Master of Chelsea Lodge No. 3098, (see
page X) the well-known "entertainers"
lodge, is to take on a new responsibility
as Press Ofﬁcer for the Metropolitan
Grand Lodge and Chapter, working as
part of the Communications Team. He
will work on behalf of MetGL/MetGC
with the UGLE Communications team
and the London press.

Outside Freemasonry, Giles is
Chairman and Executive Producer of
the Royal Variety Performance. He
works in the entertainment media
industry as MD of a media agency
based in central London so this
new role is one to which he is
well suited, not only by
proximity, but by expertise!

NEW REPORT TARGETS
CESSATION/EXCLUSION
MEMBERSHIP LOSSES
A

recent analysis of membership
trends has revealed that London
Freemasonry is losing around 300
members per year through
Cessations. These arise when a
brother’s membership has been
automatically terminated under Rule
148 after two years of non-payment of
dues. Under these circumstances
there is, of course, no letter of
resignation and the loss goes largely
unnoticed. A further 250 members
are lost each year having been
Excluded from their units under Rule
181 for a variety of reasons ranging
from non-payment of dues to causing
disharmony in a lodge.
A small multi-disciplinary
SUMMER 2014

TaskForce was set up to examine what
actions might be taken in order to
minimise losses caused by nonpayment of subscriptions. The
broader question of Exclusions was
not in the scope of this work.
The ﬁndings of the Task Force and
their recommendations are set out in
a Report that can now be found on
Porchway. Lodges and Chapters are
urged to consider how to implement
the recommendations and stem this
regrettable loss of members which
results in a signiﬁcant cost to their
units and beyond. To put this into
perspective, London loses the
equivalent of the membership of
ﬁfteen London lodges each year

through Cessations and
Exclusions. This is a shared
responsibility and we can all
contribute to minimising if not
eliminating these sorts of losses.
Deputy Metropolitan Grand Master,
RW Bro. Michael Ward, PJGW, said, "I
would like to put on record our
thanks to VW Bro Philip Summers,
PGSwdB and his team, comprising W
Bro. Brian Saidman, PSGD; W Bro.
David Swain, PAGDC; W Bro. Andrew
Norman, PAGDC; W Bro. Paul
Armstrong, SLGR; W Bro. Mike
Fahey, SLGR and W Bro. John Winter,
PAGPurs, for their excellent work in
preparing the Report.”
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THE METROPOLITAN OFFICERS MESS
T

Geoff Miller addresses the lunch

V W Bro David Wilkinson AMetGM with Geoff Miller

12

he Metropolitan Ofﬁcers Mess held a lunch
in March 2014 at the 5 star City Grange Hotel
near Tower Bridge. Nearly 250 members attended
and enjoyed a Champagne Reception followed by
an excellent meal. Many of those present were
seated with members of their own Inspectorate,
which gave an ideal opportunity to promote better
relations and group interaction.
After dining the gathering were entertained by
Geoff Miller, former Derbyshire County and
England cricketer. Simon Hughes referred to Geoff
as being "the only remaining player who
unfailingly visited the opposing team's dressing
room after play to thank them for the game... and
the last man to ﬁeld at slip with a whoopee cushion
up his jumper!" Geoff’s relaxed style and humorous
anecdotes of his time on the circuit, with all the
great names in recent cricketing history, had both
cricket and non-cricket fans entertained.
Geoff played 254 matches for the County and was
recently appointed Derbyshire’s new President.
Geoff also played for Essex and Natal and was an
England all-rounder. He spent 20 years on the
professional cricket circuit, travelling to all the
major Test playing countries and played with, or
against some of the greatest players in the game.
He faced Michael Holding and Dennis Lillee,
bowled at Viv Richards and Ian Botham, with
whom he roomed on tour for ﬁve years. Geoff
played 34 Test Matches, 25 One Day Internationals,
7 Overseas Tours, Scored over 14,000 runs,
including two centuries, in 283 career ﬁrst-class
matches. He was Captain of Derbyshire and Vice
Captain of England and took over 1000 wickets and
held over 300 catches.
Geoff went on to enjoy great success as the
England and Wales Cricket Board's national
selector, overseeing England's rise to No1 in both
the Test and 50-over formats.
Members may wish to place a note in their
diaries that the next Mess is a Dinner on
18th September 2014 and the guest speaker is John
Sergeant.
ISSUE 17

ORGANIC
DEVELOPMENTS IN
THE GRAND TEMPLE part II

arena

Companions and brethren visiting the Grand Temple have perhaps only just got
used to the sound of the temporary electronic Johannus organ as highlighted in the
last edition of arena. Further organ news however, came at the recent meeting of
Supreme Grand Chapter, when the President of the Committee of General Purposes
("CGP"), E. Comp Dr. Malcolm Aish gave his report. E. Comp Charles Grace
PGSN, formerly Deputy Metropolitan Grand Superintendent, writes...
s reported in the last edition of arena, the
Willis Organ in the Grand Temple has been
virtually untouched since it was placed in situ in
1933 as part of the then brand new Peace Memorial
Building. The consequent slow deterioration was
marked and although still (just) playable in 2013,
the organ was in fact on its last legs. A subcommittee of the CGP was set up and their
recommendation for a complete overhaul was

A
The organ as was...
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accepted by the CGP. The contract
was awarded to Harrison & Harrison
of Durham and it is now being
restored and refurbished at their
works. Part of the restoration involves
the regilding of the existing cases and
the front-facing pipes, and this was
done recently in the Prince Consort
Room on ﬂoor 1 of Freemasons' Hall.
The recommendations of the subcommittee to the CGP did not stop
there however.
Organists had always found that the
instrument had been somewhat
underpowered, particularly when the
Temple had more than a thousand
brethren singing together and so it
was recommended to the CGP that an
additional section should be built to
match the original cases externally,
positioned centrally on the east wall
above the organ console (see ﬁg 1 for
which many thanks are due to
Harrison and Harrison, the restoring
organ builders). The new section will
consist of six stops, including a
powerful "Grand Tuba" to assist with
overcoming this issue, in good time
for the many events of the

tercentenary in 2017. English Heritage
and Camden Council gave their
permission for the changes and over
the next twelve months or so,
Brethren and Companions will be able
to watch these changes take place.
There was a speciﬁc and noisy
intake of breath during Companion
Aish's speech when he revealed that
the cost of the whole project was
likely to be in the region of a million
pounds, to be paid for from the
reserves of Supreme Grand Chapter
(and in fact, for the most part, from
the strong appreciation of SGC's
investments in recent years) so that
no appeal for funds would be
necessary. Given that so little has
been spent on the organ over the past
eighty years, this necessary
refurbishment and improvement
should be considered in that context,
as well as maintaining and adding to
the heritage of this wonderful
building. Through the Royal College
of Organists it is hoped that we can
arrange for young organists to come
and practice and give recitals on what
will then be a magniﬁcent

instrument, thus opening us up to the
public even further. We look forward
to having "our" organ and its East wall
enhancements back in action during
the early part of 2015.
As a small postscript, arena is
happy to reveal that all users of the
Grand Temple will be able to see a
very obvious commemoration of the
refurbishment, since the triple Tau of
the Royal Arch will be carved on the
front of the restored organ console as
shown in ﬁg 2, emphasising the
indissoluble link between the Craft
and the Royal Arch.

An artist's impression of how the
restored console may look

What would you do if you lost your Lodge
furniture in a fire or flood?
You only find out how good your insurance is
when you have to make a claim. It's not only
the premium that’s important, but also the
cover and the service.

Insurance Brokers

proud to support The Prince’s Trust

The Leading National Insurance Scheme for Masonic Buildings and Lodges

•
•
•
•

Policy covers/wordings specific to Masonry
Automatic cover for ALL lodges using hall
Profit share donations to Provincial Charities now exceeds £170,000
No material damage excess, other than subsidence

Exceptionally wide cover at competitive premiums
Approved by most Provincial Grand Lodges
Contact Natassia James on 01384 37 55 55 for an immediate quotation and cover

Ingram Hawkins & Nock Ltd Insurance Brokers
The Old Dispensary, Worcester Street, Stourbridge, West Midlands, DY8 1AN t: 01384 375555 e: info@ihnsure.co.uk w: www.ihnsure.co.uk
M e m b e r s o f t h e Wi l l i s Co m m e rci a l N e t wo r k
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Stepping Stones:
Support for London’s
charities
E

ach year, Freemasons
help to support some of
the most severely
disadvantaged children
through Stepping Stones – the
non-masonic grant-making
scheme of the Royal Masonic
Trust for Girls and Boys. The
scheme aims to reduce child
poverty by breaking the link
between the lack of access to
education and the cycle of
poverty. Through the scheme,
the Trust gives grants of up to
£20,000 for one year and
£30,000 across two years, with
two or three maximum grants
awarded from an annual total
of around thirteen grants.
Stepping Stones grants are
approved by charity Trustees
in both the spring and
autumn each year, with 10
grants being approved at the
most recent meeting, six of
which were for the following
London-based charities.
arena hopes to report on
each in more detail in the
coming months.
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St Christopher's Fellowship,
Charity No. 207782
St Christopher’s provides a range
of services for vulnerable children
and young people, including:
fostering, children’s homes and
supported housing for those aged 16
and over. Their aim is to help
disadvantaged children and young
people to fulﬁl their potential and
grow into responsible adults who can
make a positive contribution to
society.
St Christopher’s was given a grant
of £30,000 over two years, to partfund (48%) the Life Skills Academy
across their supported housing
services in London, Sandwell,
Bedford and the Isle of Man. This
scheme works with residents, many

with a history of disrupted schooling
and a chaotic upbringing, to teach
skills vital to their independence,
such as: cooking, cleaning,
budgeting, applying for jobs, having
healthy relationships and avoiding
drug and alcohol misuse. They also
have the opportunity to achieve AQA
qualiﬁcations. These skills will
reduce the likelihood that they will
fall into dependency or
homelessness. The estimated
number of beneﬁciaries is 412.

Widehorizons Outdoor Education
Trust, Charity No. 1105847
Widehorizons works in partnership
with schools, community groups and
local authorities to provide
challenging and rewarding activities
to over 34,000 young people each
year at their centres in London,
Kent, Dorset and North Wales. The
majority of their programmes use
inspirational outdoor Adventure
Learning to encourage the personal
development of disadvantaged
young people. They also have a
work experience scheme for young
people not in education,
employment or training and a
growing income stream from the
provision of professional
development courses for adults.
Their grant is £9,411 for one year to
part-fund (62%) a seven day

progressive skills programme for 31
young people, aged 14-15, from the
North West Kent Alternative
Provision Service (NWKAPS) who
have been excluded or are at risk of
permanent exclusion from school.
This specially designed course
includes orienteering, rock climbing
and survival skills to develop the
participants’ ability to work as a
team, communicate with each other
and learn from their mistakes and
successes. This will form a key part
of the NWKAPS intensive work to reintegrate the beneﬁciaries into their
school or prepare them for their
transition into college or
employment.
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Whizz-Kidz, Charity No. 802872
Whizz-Kidz is a UK based
disabled children’s charity that
transforms young people’s lives,
with the vital wheelchairs, skills,
and training they need to fulﬁl
their potential. The charity also
prepares young disabled people for
the workplace.. Previously an
award holder from Stepping
Stones, Whizz-Kidz has now been
awarded £14,917 for one year to

fund (100%) a six-month pilot
project to develop a network of
disabled volunteers, including
previous Whizz-Kidz beneﬁciaries,
to act as mentors for placement
participants in the North of
England. The placements are often
the ﬁrst time that beneﬁciaries
have had the opportunity to
experience the workplace. This
award will support approximately
70 young people to raise their

Childhood First, Charity No.
286909
Childhood First provides
specialist therapeutic care,
education and treatment to
children suffering severe
emotional and behavioural
disturbance as the result of early
life trauma. The charity has
developed their own Integrated
Systemic Therapy model for use in
their ﬁve residential care homes,

based in Kent, Norwich and
Northampton, and also in the
charity’s family support services
and fostering programmes. The
grant awarded is £15,000 over two
years which will part fund (75%) a
forest school for children and
young people resident at their
Northampton care home with the
estimated number of beneﬁciaries
set at 48. The outdoor learning
sessions will take place weekly

and form part
of their
formal
education,
delivering the
national
curriculum in
a creative and
engaging way
for
traumatised children who struggle
in a classroom environment.

The Roundhouse Trust, Charity
No. 1071487
The Roundhouse is a music
venue in Camden, North London,
which is used by the Roundhouse
Trust to provide creative
programmes for approximately
3,000 young people each year. The
programmes prepare users to
enter employment or to undertake

other routes into education or
training. The Trust has been
awarded £20,000 over two years to
part-fund (38%) the salary of the
Youth Support Worker, who
supports Roundhouse beneﬁciaries
as they participate in a range of
activities, including ﬁlm and
drama projects and music
production. These workshops and

productions
will assist
around four
hundred
disadvantaged
participants to
build key skills
in teamwork,
creativity,
leadership and communication.

Coram Voice, Charity No. 1046207
Coram Voice is a nationwide
charity which directly supports
over 5,000 children and young
people in public care,with their
national free helpline being
available for use by any young
person in care. The charity aims to
help their beneﬁciaries realise their
full potential and enhance their
educational, health and social
outcomes. It does this by
delivering programmes to empower
young people in care, campaigning
for changes in policy and providing

specialist training for professionals
working in the system. It has been
awarded £10,739 for one year to
part-fund (20%) a nationwide
project which gives care-leavers
(aged 16 and above) access to a
Specialist Advocate to provide
guidance and support on issues
arising from leaving the care
system. Each beneﬁciary will be
provided with specialist support to
understand their rights and access
the services and support to which
they are entitled, in turn ensuring
young people are given a detailed

care plan, are helped to achieve
their educational potential, and
receive guidance in relation to
housing and homelessness issues.
The estimated number of
beneﬁciaries is 540.

career aspirations, allow them to
network with professionals in their
ﬁeld of interest and boost their CV
and employability.
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Centenary Celebrations at
Mensura Lodge No. 3724
Mensura Lodge No. 3724
celebrated its hundredth
anniversary on Tuesday, 6th
May 2014 with a special
meeting at 10, Duke Street, St
James’s and a visit from the
Pro Grand Master, MW Bro.
Peter Geoffrey Lowndes. Bro.
Luke Elford was there to
report on behalf of arena...

T

he attendance of the Pro Grand
Master was indeed ﬁtting, given
that Bro. Peter is himself a fellow of
The Royal Institution of Chartered
Surveyors (RICS), an institution to
which Mensura Lodge is intrinsically
linked. Indeed, during the last 100
years, no less than nine members of
Mensura Lodge have held the ofﬁce
of President of the Institution,
together with three Secretaries of the
same. As the classical scholars
amongst our readers will already
know, "Mensura", means "measure",
again a most ﬁtting name!
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Mensura’s Centenary Meeting was
held in two parts, the ﬁrst
commencing at 3:45pm when W. Bro
Hugh Stallard, AGSuptWks, was
Installed into the Chair of King
Solomon by W. Bro Mike Gunston.
Having invested his ofﬁcers, the
lodge was called off just before 5pm
in order that the brethren could
partake in a well-deserved glass of
sherry before the second half of the
meeting commenced at 5:30pm.The
lodge having been called on, the
lodge received the Pro Grand Master,
together with a large number of
distinguished guests. The Pro Grand
Master was then greeted by all of the
brethren.
Lodge Secretary, W. Bro James
Bryer then regaled the brethren with
a brief history of Mensura Lodge,
from its Consecration by VW Bro. Sir
Edward Letchworth, Grand Secretary,
through to the present day. The
Centenary Warrant was then read out
and presented to the Master by the
Pro Grand Master after which the
brethren of Mensura Lodge were
called upon to display their centenary
jewels. W. Bro. Rev. Martin Howse,

PAGChap, then delivered an oration,
which touched on the history of
Mensura Lodge and its links with
both The Royal Institution of
Chartered Surveyors and its close link
to the ofﬁce of the Grand
Superintendent of Works, brethren of
Mensura Lodge having held that
ofﬁce for sixty-seven of their one
hundred years.
Following the conclusion of a
splendid meeting the brethren and
their guests dined at The East India
Club. Like most London lodges,
Mensura has had a few ups and
downs, but is now in a strong
position. It has also stayed true to its
roots in the surveying and property
world. Based on the evidence of
Tuesday evening, Mensura will be
around for a long time to come!
Any brother who is a Chartered
Surveyor and who would be
interested in learning more about
Mensura Lodge, is invited to contact
the Lodge Secretary, W. Bro James
Bryer by email to
james.bryer@hpfour.co.uk.
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Centenary Celebrations of the
Five Orders Lodge 3696
Attended by W. Bro Mark Hawes, SLGR, on behalf of arena, the
100th anniversary meeting of The Five Orders Lodge was held in
Temple ten of Freemasons Hall on Thursday 13th March, attended by
a large number of members and guests including the guest of honour
VW. Bro Chris Clark, PGSwdB, AMetGM....

F

ollowing the processions into the
Lodge the WM, W. Bro Anthony
Holden welcomed all. There were
several moments during the meeting
designed to underline the longevity of
the Lodge through orations and
speeches since its ﬁrst warranted date
of 21st October 1913 and subsequent
consecration on 12th November 1913.
W. Bro John Greenwood SLGR, PPJGD
and W. Bro Martin Worster, SLGR, drew
on noteworthy events recorded in the
Lodge’s history and detailed some of
the names of those who gave untiring
years of support to the Lodge.
The Lodge was born out of a chance
meeting in May 1913 between Bro.
Cordell, of New Concord Lodge No. 813
and two of its brethren Bro. Bassett and
Bro. Short. It was suggested that a new
lodge might be formed from friends
within their Masonic community. In a
preliminary interview with W. Bro Sir
Edward Letchworth, the Grand
Secretary, they were asked how the
name had been selected, Bro. Cordell
gave reference to ‘the Five Noble
Orders of Architecture’ contained in the
Explanation of the of the Second
18

Degree Tracing Board and Sir Edward
warmly commended them on the
choice and said that the name would
surely add dignity to their lodge. The
Consecration by the Grand Secretary
took place at Frascati’s Restaurant in
New Oxford Street just three weeks
later, a mere six months from the
chance meeting in Bishopsgate.
During its history, the Lodge has
Initiated 283 brethren, arranged for the
consecration of the Five Orders
Chapter 3696 on 14th June 1916 and a
daughter Lodge, the Architrave Lodge
8065, formed to assist with growing
numbers, on the 11th January 1966.
The three units maintain a strong
relationship and representatives from
each were present to support the event.
In his address, VW. Bro Chris Clark
covered the difﬁculties the Lodge had
had in those early troublesome times in
England and commended the Lodge
ofﬁcers both present and past for
reaching this Centenary milestone.
Following the reading of the Centenary
Warrant by W. Bro Ron Mumford,
PAGDC, GStwd, Acting Metropolitan
Grand Secretary, VW Bro. Clark

presented it to the Worshipful Master
and delivered a congratulatory message
from the Metropolitan Grand Master,
RW. Bro Russell Race, JP DL.
The Oration by the Acting
Metropolitan Grand Chaplain W. Bro Fr
Martin Howse, PAGChap, highlighted
events from one hundred years ago and
applauded the sense of pride
Freemasonry has instilled in the
current membership, reﬂecting on
overcoming the obstacles of past eras to
reach this landmark anniversary. The
Lodge produced a wonderful
commemorative summons dating back
to its Consecration and incorporating
the present day summons. W. Bro
Keith Bretherton, LGR, the Lodge
Secretary, summarised the afternoon's
events and reminded the assembled
brethren that those requiring more
information on both the Five Orders
Lodge, Architrave Lodge and Five
Orders Chapter should visit the
following web links.
www.ﬁveorderslodge.co.uk
architravelodge.co.uk
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The Lodge of the
Men of Sussex No 3712
celebrates its Centenary
W. Bro Alain Gherson, SLGR, was present on behalf of arena for the
celebratory Centenary Meeting of this unusual and interesting lodge
and writes as follows....
The Centenary Meeting of the Lodge
of the Men of Sussex was a truly
memorable event with two Past Grand
Masters of the Province of Sussex, RW
Bro. Ian Lay, and RW Bro David
Llewellyn in attendance together with
a distinguished group of senior
Masons.
W Bro. Albert Morgan, SLGR, who
has written the ofﬁcial history of the
lodge, gave a very brief lecture on its
history, with lots of interesting facts
about the lodge and what was going on
in the outside world during its ﬁrst
hundred years. The lodge was
consecrated just before the First World
War. Its founding fathers were very
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keen to keep their association with
Sussex and also wished to keep their
London connections alive and the
lodge still has one meeting a year in
Sussex.
The lodge was the brainchild of
members of the Men of Sussex
Association, who started the lodge at a
time when the world was going
through a lot of changes and although
the Association did not have any
formal Masonic connections, some of
its members were Freemasons. It was
perhaps inevitable therefore that a
lodge should be founded which was
open to men who were born in Sussex,
went to school there or had lived in the

county. The Association's aims were to
help the membership in London with
support and friendship and the lodge
took up the same cause with zeal.
At the meeting they had a visit from
their AMetGM, W Bro Stephen Fenton,
PGSwdB, who spoke warmly about the
lodge and also gave a very interesting
social history from the time when the
lodge was consecrated. The
Metropolitan Grand Secretary, W Bro
David Swain, PAGDC, read the
Centenary Warrant
After the meeting, the brethren
dined superbly at The Kingsway Hall
Hotel.
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AN UNUSUAL
CONSECRATION
W. Bro Martin
Budds, LGR, is
also AGSec at
the Grand
Lodge of Mark
Master Masons
and writes
about a recent
and unusual
"first" in
London...
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any arnea readers will remember
when Metropolitan Grand Lodge and
Chapter were formed, the wonderful
surroundings of the Albert Hall and the
banquet that followed. This was the
culmination of many years of work to
form the Metropolitan Grand Lodge and
Chapter with its own Metropolitan Grand
Master. At the Installation of RW Bro.
Archibald Torrance, the new Mark PGM of
Kent in September 2013, ten years after
the formation of Metropolitan Grand
Lodge and Chapter, W. Bro Martin Budds
approached RW Bro. Russell Race with the
idea of consecrating a new Mark lodge, to
underline the closer working relationships
of the recognised orders working in
London. Bro. Race was very enthusiastic
and agreed to be the Primus Master of the
new lodge, with the assistance of RW Bro.
Michael Ward, DepMetGM as Primus
Senior Warden and W. Bro David Ashbolt ,
Mark PGM for London, as Primus Junior
Warden. The membership criteria for the
new lodge were agreed so that the new
unit would be a working lodge, open to
any Metropolitan Craft or Chapter Ofﬁcer,
past or present, who is a subscribing
member of a Metropolitan Chapter.
Given that the "normal" consecrating
ofﬁcers of the London Mark Province
would be otherwise engaged as founder
members, W. Bro Budds approached VW
Bro. Paul Tarrant, the Grand Secretary of
the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons
and took permission from him for the

M

lodge to use the number, 2003 and to
approach the Pro Grand Master of the
Mark, MW Bro. Benjamin Addy, to act as
the Consecrating ofﬁcer instead. The date
was set for 16th May and at 11 am the Pro
Grand Master, accompanied by the Active
Grand Lodge Ofﬁcers of the year entered
No. 1 Temple at Freemasons' Hall (which
had been specially set up as a Mark Lodge
room for the occasion) and Consecrated
the Metropolitan Lodge of Mark Master
Masons No. 2003. Along with RW Bro.
Race as Primus Master there were 162
other founders, making this the biggest
Mark lodge consecration ever in the
history of Mark Masonry in England.
Amongst the founders were the heads of
every order of recognised London
Masonry as well as MW Bro. Peter Ribi,
the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
Mark Master Masons in Switzerland and
RW Bro. Dr John Wright, Past Sovereign
Grand Commander of the Ancient and
Accepted Rite.
This was a really splendid day and a
great opportunity to demonstrate the
strong fraternal co-operation between the
Craft, Mark Masonry and the other
orders. It is also very gratifying to note
that currently the lodge already has three
Advancees and three joining members for
the next meeting on the 29th October
2014. Interested brethren should email
Bro. Martin at m.budds@mmh.org.uk.
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Panmure Lodge's
Hall Stone Jewel
connection
Impressed by the lodge’s vibrancy, W. Bro
Dennis Ramsey, PAGPurs, wrote in to
highlight its connection with the famous
Hall Stone Jewel....

P

anmure Lodge No 720 has a very special link
with the Hall Stone Jewel which was designed by
one of their former members, W.Bro Cyril Spackman,
in 1921. Each year at the Installation Meeting the
lodge is reminded of this great honour and this year
was no exception when the Installing Master W. Bro
Derek Shen Leong made the presentation to the new
Master, W.Bro Ian Weian Lee, as seen in the
accompanying photograph.
Through the collective hard work of the Secretary,
W.Bro Stephen Briney, SLGR, Treasurer, W.Bro. Bill
Burford SLGR and W. Bro. Derek Lo, PDistGPurs
(Easter Archipelago), the fortunes of Panmure Lodge
have recently gone from strength to strength. It all
started with a chance meeting with W. Bro Derek Lo
at the Grand Lodge of Scotland's Annual Meeting in
November 2007. At that time Panmure Lodge was in
decline with no initiates since 2003 and as Derek was
anxious to join a London Lodge, Steve Briney
welcomed him with open arms, which in a very
short time led to an inﬂux of twenty-six members
aged between 23 and 39 introduced by Derek.
A new lease of life for a very special lodge.
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INSTALLATION AT
CHELSEA LODGE
N

ot many private London lodges
use the Grand Temple at
Freemasons' Hall for their
proceedings, but when the audience is
expected to be a capacity sell-out,
needs must! As brethren will have
seen from the front cover, Friday
16th May saw the Installation of the
legendary keyboard player, Rick
Wakeman (of David Bowie, Marc Bolan
and Yes fame), into the chair of
Chelsea Lodge No. 3098, the famous
entertainment business lodge. A
packed Temple of brethren from all
over the UK, attended a spectacular
ceremony, witnessing ritual of the very
high standard for which Chelsea Lodge
has become so well known.
Installing Master, W Bro. Giles
Cooper, began the ceremony by
presenting almost £20,000, raised
during his year, to four charities, The
Masonic Trust for Boys and Girls, the
Entertainment Artistes’ Benevolent
Fund, The Masonic Fishing Charity
and two London-based Scout groups
from Chelsea and East London
underlining the Lodge's special
connections and generous heart. A
virtually ﬂawless Installation
ceremony followed with seriousness
and good humour alternating. The
Installing Master and the lodge
brethren had spent months patiently
working on the ritual and it really
showed. This attention to detail was
mirrored in the logistic arrangements
made by Lodge Secretary, W. Bro Tony
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Chaperlin, PAGDC and his team.
With so many spectators at the
meeting, one could be forgiven for
wondering whether any nerves would
be shown by W. Bro Rick Wakeman,
the newly - Installed Master, but he
followed the high standard already set,
by investing his ofﬁcers for the year in
an exemplary manner - those years
playing before somewhat bigger
audiences had deﬁnitely paid off! In
fact the new Master had only just
completed a UK tour, playing to over
100,000 people and culminating in two
sold-out shows at the Royal Albert Hall,
whilst continuing to meet weekly at
the Lodge LoI!
Tickets for the traditional Chelsea
festive board and "concert" which
followed were limited to seven
hundred, due to the size of the Grand
Connaught Rooms, and in fact there
had been a waiting list of over two
hundred for several months
beforehand! In his Master's speech,
Bro. Rick said how thrilled and
honoured he was to be Master of a
lodge with such extensive showbiz
heritage and fame, going on to add that
members have included W. Bros Peter
Sellers, Bob Monkhouse, Bradley
Walsh, Joe Pasquale and Jim Davidson
amongst others and said how much he
was looking forward to the year ahead.
Performing at the after-dinner concert
were: The English Chamber Choir,
Hayley Sanderson and Rick Wakeman
performing one of Rick’s David Bowie

hits, Bro. George Muranyi and a ‘three
of a kind sketch’ from the IPM, the
WM and the SW – Bros. Giles Cooper,
Rick Wakeman and Kim Joyce.
This was a great day in the best
Chelsea "entertainment business"
style. If you weren't able to be there,
but still want to see W. Bro Wakeman
in the Chair, get yourself invited! The
lodge meets on the third Friday of
September, November, January and
March!
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Photographic first at the
City Installed Masters
Lodge No. 8220
F

or what is believed to be the ﬁrst
time since it was consecrated, The
City of London Lodge of Installed
Masters No. 8220, ("CLLIM") which
meets in the historic East and West
Crypts beneath the Guildhall, allowed
photographs to be taken following the
Installation meeting. The photo shown
was taken at the speciﬁc request of the
newly Installed Worshipful Master VW
Bro. Chris Caine, PGSwdB. The request
was put to the Lodge committee and it
was decided that a good, professionallytaken, set of photographs would be a
useful addition to the minutes, thereby
providing a pictorial as well as written
account of future meetings. The East
Crypt, in which the photograph is taken,
dates back to the time of King Edward
the Confessor in 1042.
The ceremony on this occasion was
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witnessed by over 200 brethren and
there was not a seat to be had in either
the East Crypt or later at the Festive
Board in the West Crypt. Guests and
members included no less than three
Provincial Grand Masters: RW. Bro John
Webb from Essex, RW Bro. Jonathan
Winpenny from West Kent and RW Bro.
Stuart-Bamford, from Surrey as well as a
number of other RW and VW brethren.
The installing Master W Bro. Ian
Wellesley-Harding PAGSwdB installed
his successor in grand style; with RW
Bro. Russell Race MetGM, and RW Bro.
David Williamson, PAGM, both Past
Masters of the Lodge, taking active parts
in the ceremony.
CLLIM, in keeping with the other
London Installed Masters Lodges,
provides social and educational
programmes for its members and

guests. However, the Lodge serves
another very important function in that
it is pivotal in the activities of the City
Livery Lodges. Membership is only
open to any PM's who are members of a
City Livery Company or an Ofﬁcer of
the Corporation of the City London.
There are some 109 Livery Companies
in the City and over 60 of them are
represented in the membership of the
Lodge, which, in 2018, will celebrate its
50th anniversary. A meeting which will
be a special occasion in the history of
this unique Lodge and by which time
this new tradition of Installation
meeting photography will be ﬁrmly
entrenched.
arena expects to feature this Installed
Masters Lodge in more detail in its "Why
should I visit?" series in due course.
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THE ARCH
IN EALING

Brethren await the start of the evening's
seminar at the West London Masonic Centre

W

est London Masonic Centre
(WLMC) in Ealing is home
to 42 Lodges and 15 Chapters and
although at the fringes of
London’s catchment area, is a
staunchly proud part of
Metropolitan Grand Lodge and
Chapter. On Thursday 12th June
the Centre hosted ‘The Arch in
Ealing’; an event designed to
introduce Master Masons and
Installed Masters (who had not
yet joined) to the Royal Arch,
particularly those for whom
Ealing would be a suitable
location.
Chris Clark, AMetGSupt hosted
the evening on behalf of
Metropolitan Grand Chapter with
support from E. Comps Richard
Greenhill PGSoj, and Andrew
Manasseh PGSoj, MetGIs for the
Royal Arch and Craft units at
WLMC respectively. Central to
the agenda was the 91st delivery

of the Talking Heads presentation
which in an entertaining,
engaging and often humorous
way explains to a puzzled Master
Mason what the Royal Arch is all
about, and what he is missing by
not being a member.
Over forty Freemasons
attended with many non-Royal
Arch Masons making enquiries
on the night about the next steps
towards joining. Each attendee
was also given a booklet with the
meeting and contact details for
all Chapters at the Centre, so
further conversations could be
had and the most appropriate
Royal Arch home found for
anyone looking to complete their
journey in ‘pure Antient
Masonry’.
Thanks are due to E. Comp
Kyle Alexander who took the lead
role in designing, marketing and
producing this event.

PELLIPAR LODGE OPENS UP
P
ellipar Lodge was consecrated in
February 1898 for members of
the Worshipful Company of
Skinners, making it the oldest City
livery lodge. The name of the Lodge
comes from the Latin, pelliparius,
meaning Skinner or Pelterer.
Indeed, Skinner's Hall on Dowgate
Hill in the City of London, the Home
of the Worshipful Company of
Skinners, is near to the site of the
Hudson’s Bay Company, which
provided many of the raw materials
for the trade.
In 1973, membership was extended
to liverymen of the Merchant
Taylors’ Company, with whom the
Skinners had been at "sixes and
sevens" for nearly 500 years, and
Pellipar is still the only lodge
associated with the "Great Twelve"
livery companies - the Worshipful
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Companies of Mercers, Grocers,
Drapers, Fishmongers, Goldsmiths,
Haberdashers, Salters, Ironmongers,
Vintners and Clothworkers in
addition to the above-mentioned
Skinners and Merchant Taylors. One
of the founding members of Pellipar
was W. Bro EW Cartwright (of Apollo
University Lodge No. 357 and Lodge
of Unity No. 69, the sponsoring
Lodge of Pellipar) who wrote the
ritual bearing his name that the
lodge still uses. It contains several
interesting and unusual features that
add to the enjoyment (and,
occasionally, puzzlement!) of
visitors.
Pellipar is now opening its doors to
allow freemen and liverymen of any
of the other Great Twelve livery
companies to join. It is a member of
the Sister City Livery Lodges visiting

scheme and thus already ﬁrmly on
the circuit. It meets three times a
year on the fourth Monday in Nov,
Feb & Apr (installation) at The
Charterhouse in Sutton’s Hospital - a
beautiful, elegant and historic hall
with a good kitchen. W. Bro Tim
Instone, LGR, Lodge Secretary,
commented “Our recent move to
The Charterhouse, which is not a
livery hall, although it certainly has
the look and feel of one, offers an
ideal meeting ground for members of
the other companies.” With this
change of membership criteria in
mind, Bro. Tim would welcome
enquiries from liverymen of all the
Great Twelve about joining
membership or initiation and can be
reached at
tim.instone@theexportofﬁce.com
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UNIQUE MEETING
RAISES FUNDS
FOR SOMA
TRAGEDY
O

n the 19 April 2007, several
members of Mandate Lodge No.
4258 travelled to Istanbul to perform
a Twinning Ceremony with Freedom
Lodge No 35 of the Grand Lodge of
Turkey.
On the 28 May 2014, W. Bro Ihsan
Goren was installed into the Chair of
King Solomon, the ﬁrst Turkish
Master since the lodge was twinned.
Since that momentous day seven
years ago, Mandate Lodge has

steadily grown truly International in
membership. They celebrated this
last week, with the presence of the
Master and Immediate Past Master
of Freedom lodge together with
visitors and lodge Brethren from
Turkey, Holland, Italy, Nigeria,
Liberia, Portugal and the West
Indies. A collection at the Festive
Board raised over £700.00 to aid
those suffering after the Soma
mining tragedy.

W. Bro David Morgale, SLGR, a Past
Master of the lodge, writes "the lodge
also produces an online magazine
called the Mandate Messenger four
times a year to keep the brethren up
to date with Lodge activities which is
sent to Freedom Lodge and they
reciprocate with the "Chronicle"
which they produce in return. We
try and visit each other at least once
a year with brethren visiting when
they are in Turkey or London".

The new Master of Mandate Lodge, W. Bro
Ihsan Goren on left with W. Bro Servet
Firat of Freedom Lodge
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FAMOUS LONDONERS:

Johann Zoffany
W. Bro Gordon Davie, PSGD, one of arena's most
popular writers is back with another masonic
Londoner, in this most interesting article...

W

hen one hears the name
Zoffany, one immediately
thinks of the 18th century artist
whose paintings are hung in the
National Gallery and the Royal
Collections. One doesn't think about
him as a Freemason and perhaps
that is just as well, as he was a serial
womaniser who lived on the edge.
Exactly what sometimes comes to
mind when you hear the word
"artist"!
Zoffany was born Johan Joseph
Zauffalij near Frankfurt in Germany
on 13th March 1733. Son of the court
architect to the Prince of Thurn und
Taxis, he trained as an artist, both
locally and in Rome. He came to
London in 1760, using his wife
Anthonie’s dowry as ﬁnancial
support, but having abandoned her
in Germany! Once here, he took up
with a series of young ladies. In fact
he was described as being unable to
resist the charms of any woman who
spoke to him! Initially he found it
hard to establish himself as an artist,
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although did ﬁnd work
painting clock faces and
drapery. He also painted
stage scenery where he
met David Garrick, the
famous actor, who
commissioned Zoffany to
paint informal domestic
scenes of his family at his
villa at Hampton,
Middlesex - the very
popular conversation
pieces of that time.
He soon became
established and applied to
join the Old Kings Arms
Lodge No. 28 and we ﬁnd
recorded in the Lodge
minute book two entries.
One dated 6th December
1763 records “Bro Dr Ruby this night
proposed Mr Jn Soafany [sic] to be
made a Mason next lodge night
which was unanimously agreed to”
and then a month later the minutes
for 19th December read “Mr Jn
Soafany (sic) was this night Received
of two Degrees of Masonry,
afterwards was Desirous to be raised
Master at [the] same time as the
Lodge was prepared for Bro Adston,
Junior which was unanimously
agreed to and likewise paid a usual
fee and a remainder of an Annual
fee.”
I often wondered what attracted
him to Freemasonry and I think the
minutes of the Old Kings Arms
Lodge provide a clue. From the
minutes of the ﬁrst meeting
following his entry into the Lodge,
held on 3rd January 1764, we see
“Bro Soafany has made an offer to
draw the picture of a Revd Dionysius
Manasse and to make it a present to
this Lodge for which the Lodge
return’d thanks unanimously.” Was

this a little self promotion to get
commissions if the future? This offer
never have seems to come to
anything for, shortly after his
initiation into the Lodge his fortunes
changed and he and gained the
patronage of King George III and
Queen Charlotte, thus beginning his
career as a Court painter.
Probably because of his workload
he only ever attended the Lodge on
four occasions and always seemed to
be in arrears with his subscription.
So much so that, in October 1767,
the Lodge even asked the Secretary
to call upon him to see if he wished
to continue as a member. Although
in arrears, he did pay a guinea in
subscription in 1770, but there is no
further mention of him in the Lodge
records after that. The move to
England obviously hadn't made him
rich and as result, he left in 1771 to
live in Italy and it was whilst there
that he began a new relationship
with a Mary Thomas, whom he
referred to as Mrs "Zoffany" (sic) and
it is in this period that he painted
one of his best-known works, the
Tribuna of the Ufﬁzi painting shown
alongside this article. He returned to
England in 1779.
Once back, he didn't renew his
membership of Old Kings Arms
Lodge but became instead a joining
member of the Lodge of Nine Muses,
No. 502 (now No. 235), on the
register of the Grand Lodge of the
Moderns which had been
consecrated in London on 25th
March 1777. The brethren at that
time included Bartholomew Ruspini,
dentist and philanthropist; Giovanni
Cipriani, a neoclassical painter who
painted the jewels of the ofﬁcers of
the Lodge; Francesco Bartolozzi,
"Engraver to the King" and like
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Zoffany, a founding member of the
Royal Academy in 1768, as was
Agostino Carlini, a well known
Sculptor of the day. He obviously
joined the Lodge to be with his
friends, but unfortunately the
minute books of the period (1777 January 1814) have been lost and
there is little record of what Bro
Zoffani (sic) did. It is known that the
Lodge was castigated in later years,
as "Eating and Drinking and other
diversions were dwelt on to the
neglect of the true objects of the
Lodge". It seems just the sort of
Lodge one would expect a rafﬁsh
character like Zoffany might join!
The only mention was that he
obtained a Grand Lodge membership
certiﬁcate dated 9 January 1783,
which is now in the Archives of the
Grand Lodge Library and Museum.
Now other problems arose in his
life. He had painted an extraordinary
picture - probably his greatest work the Tribuna of the Ufﬁzi, showing a
crowd in an art gallery, allowing
Zoffany to show off his supreme
skills of trompe l’oeil. Unfortunately
it incurred the displeasure of Queen
Charlotte and royal patronage was
withdrawn. This was a bitter blow
and facing ruin in 1783, he headed
off for India to try his fortunes there,
setting up his studio in Lucknow. He
obviously bought his Grand Lodge
Certiﬁcate to India but there is no
SUMMER 2014

evidence that it was used.
He was an instant success and
painted not only the colonial ofﬁcials
but also the Indian rulers and
potentates. His fortune was made
and in a relatively short time, he
amassed a fortune in cash and many
commissions. He also seemed to
have enthusiastically taken to local
life, as he acquired another wife and
a son!. On his way to England with
his wealth and commissions in
January 1789 he was unfortunately
shipwrecked on the Andaman
Islands and endured many
privations. The survivors were
starving and in order to survive, it
was decided to draw lots and an
unfortunate sailor was thus killed,
butchered and eaten by the other
survivors who were subsequently
rescued.
On returning to London a rich
man, his having become a cannibal
didn't seem to have affected his
standing in Society and he joined his
third and last Lodge, Pilgrim No. 238
on 27 March 1793. The Pilgrim
Lodge was (and indeed is, even to
this day,) a German-speaking
London Lodge. It was composed of
rich merchants and refugees from
Hanover who had been displaced by
the Emperor Napoleon. At that time
Hanover was part of the English
Crown so obviously he felt at home
there among its members, all of

whom were fellow Germans who
conducted their meetings in
German.
Zoffany died at home in Strand-onthe-Green, Kew, Surrey on 11
November 1810. A ﬁrst class artist,
he was however overshadowed by
Stubbs and Romney whose works
were much more popular. There is
no evidence that he was ever Master
of any of his three Lodges, but he
must have enjoyed his Freemasonry
since he kept on joining! A serial
womaniser, leaving "wives" and
mistresses and children behind him,
but also the only recorded cannibal
Freemason! I ﬁnd it incredible that
following his exploits on his return
journey from India he was able to
join any Lodge let alone one as
prestigious as Pilgrim Lodge - one
presumes perhaps due to his
colourful character and his being
very good company.
I would like to thank W Bro. Brian
Waldy, PSGD and the brethren of the
Old King's Arms Lodge for allowing
me access to their history and
minute books and also to the Staff of
the Library and Museum for their
assistance and kindnesses.

The Tribuna of the Uffizi picture is
shown by kind permission of the Royal
Collection Trust. © HM Queen
Elizabeth II, 2014
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So what's
Scarlet Cord
all about then?
arena’s Chris Starnes continues his series on the
orders outside Craft masonry with a look at The
Ancient and Masonic Order of the Scarlet Cord...
Origin and History
The rituals of the Order are taken
from Old Testament times,
commencing at the period of
Joshua, the fall of Jericho and the
story of Rahab. She assisted in the
capture of the city by the Israelites
and was saved from the fate of the
other inhabitants by displaying a
scarlet cord in her window. Rahab is
depicted on the logo of the Order.
The current Ancient and Masonic
Order of the Scarlet Cord is based
on an earlier Order, The Royal
Order of Knights of the Scarlet
Cord, developed in the British Isles
in 1889, which was itself derived
from 18th Century documents from
the Amsterdam Masonic archives.
The Rituals and Ceremonies were
rewritten and enriched by His
Honour Judge Fredrick Adolphus
Philbrick, KC, and were performed
as appendant grades to the Order of
the Secret Monitor. The main
purpose was to raise considerable
sums of money for the Secret
Monitor Benevolent Fund, which
still plays a signiﬁcant role in
Masonic welfare provision today.
The Order ceased working in 1929.
A paper on the original Order
written and delivered in 2001 by
Peter Glyn Williams, the then
Grand Supreme Ruler of the Secret
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Monitor, stimulated interest in the
long-forgotten rituals. In 2006, at
the prompting of Brian Wareham,
Deputy Grand Supreme Ruler, a
Secret Monitor Conclave was
consecrated with the sole purpose
of reviving the old Order and
conferring updated versions of the
original six grades, some of which
only remained in fragmented form.
A huge appetite for the grades
among Secret Monitors lead to the
Order being inaugurated as a
separate Sovereign body in a
magniﬁcent ceremony in the Grand
Temple at Freemasons’ Hall on 21
July 2010.
Eligibility and Ranks
Candidates for the Ancient and
Masonic Order of the Scarlet Cord
must be Master Masons and Princes
(2nd Degree) of the Order of the
Secret Monitor. The red cord is
worn by all Companions below the
rank of Grand Ofﬁcer and the
manner in which it is worn
indicates possession of any or all of
the ﬁrst four grades. Grand Ofﬁcers
wear a Scarlet sash.
The ﬁrst grade of the Order,
Ostiarius or Doorkeeper, tells the
story of how Rahab hid the Jewish
spies from the King of Jericho and
is based on the original ritual of
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1889. The jewel is a replica of an
ancient golden key as a symbol of
silence and introspection. The
Second Grade of the Order,
Lector, relates to the story of Ruth,
her eventual marriage to Boaz, the
son of Salmon and Rahab and the
birth of their son Obed, the
Grandfather of David. The jewel is a
golden scroll with a Greek
inscription. In the Third Grade of the
Order, Healer & Exorcist, a
Companion will be taught how to face
difﬁculty, danger and peril in any just
cause to which they are commanded,
and reﬂect on the resolve of the
Maccabees , Jewish patriots from the
second century BC, to retain their
faith in the face of oppressive
tyranny. The jewel is a skull and
crossbones suspended from a ribbon.
When a silver anointing horn is
attached, it indicates that the wearer
has been Installed as President of a
Consistory. The ofﬁce of President is
analogous to that of Worshipful
Master in the Craft degree.
The above three grades are
conferred in a Consistory by the
President and the Ofﬁcers of the
Consistory. Prior to being elected as
President, a Companion must be
prepared in a ceremony conferred in
a Provincial Senatus by the Provincial
Grand Summus.
The Fourth Grade of the Order is
conferred on installed Presidents,
who have proved proﬁciency in their
Provinces. Having been
recommended by their Province ,
candidates are invited to attend a
special conferral performed by the
Grand Ofﬁcers of the year, where
they witness one of the most
spectacular ceremonies in
Freemasonry, which depicts the
SUMMER 2014

carrying of the Ark of the Covenant
over the river Jordan to its
triumphant entrance into the city of
Jericho. The Fourth Grade breast
jewel is a depiction of the Ark of the
Covenant suspended from a tri-colour
ribbon.
The Fifth and Sixth Grades are
conferred on distinguished Grand
Ofﬁcers at the sole discretion of the
Grand Summus; numbers are limited
and are conferred at a specially
arranged meeting. The Fifth Grade
jewel is in Silver and depicts the Ark
of the Covenant surrounded by a
blazing glory. This grade, Keeper of
the Hidden Secret, relates the attack
on Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar,
which is brieﬂy recounted by the
Principal Sojourner in the Royal Arch
ritual, and the subsequent steps taken
by the prophet Jeremiah to conceal
the Ark from the invaders. The Sixth
grade jewel is the same as for the
Fifth grade but is in gold. This Grade,
Prince of Jerusalem, is only conferred
on the most senior members of the
Order and expands on the story of the
Maccabees in their struggle to gain
independence for the Jewish nation
about 150 years before the birth of
Christ. It can therefore be seen that
the various grades of the Order
amplify and explain signiﬁcant
episodes and characters mentioned
only in passing in the Craft and Royal
Arch rituals.
Structure
The functional working unit of the
Order is the Consistory (which is
similar to a lodge in the Craft). These
are organised into provinces or
districts which are presided over by a
Provincial Grand Summus or District
Grand Summus. Membership of the

Order is growing signiﬁcantly and
there are already 100 Consistories in
existence.
Unique to the Order is The
Tzaddikim, the personal ‘Body Guard’
of the Grand Summus, who discharge
duties in a similar manner to the
Grand Supreme Ruler’s Arch of Steel.
The ancient teachings of Judaism
state that the world would need at
least 36 righteous people to exist. The
word ‘Tzaddikim’ means righteous
persons. The qualities that make a
‘Tzaddik’ or Righteous Person are that
he must be a just, faithful and upright
person and he must refrain from
wrongdoing and make an effort to
establish what is right. The marks of a
righteous man, according to Jewish
thinking, are the sincerity of purpose
and the strenuous endeavour to
accomplish it. The righteous man
who has fallen into sin is
distinguished by his repentance.
Those who are members of the Grand
Summus’ Tzaddikim undertake much
responsibility but in every way fulﬁl
the criteria laid down all those years
ago.
The current Head of The Order, the
Grand Summus, is Most
Distinguished Companion Andrew
Sweeney. His Deputy is our own
Assistant Metropolitan Grand Master
Ian Currans. Within London, the
Provincial Grand Summus is Percy
Larner. The Grand Senatus and
Annual Investiture were recently
held at the end of April at Mark
Masons’ Hall and it was reported that
the order had now grown to 2,530
members. Brethren interested in
learning more about the Order may
refer to its website
www.thescarletcord.org.uk.
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CRICKET REPORT
JUNE 2014

CLAY SHOOTING REPORT
JUNE 2014

The Metropolitan Cricket team is
just starting to limber up for the
2014 season but have only a
couple of matches to play:

The Metropolitan Grand lodge Clay Shooting
Association ("MGLCSA") has continued its
winning formula...

1. MGL v/s Middlesex Province
(Middlesex Trophy) Date 10th
August 2014 at the North
London Cricket Club,
Montenotte Road, London N8
8RL
2. MGL Social Fixture v/s
Burgess Park Academy II at
Burgess Park, South East
London Date 25th August 2014
(August Bank Holiday
Monday)
Sadly the Andrew Henderson
Memorial Trophy has been
returned to Metropolitan Grand
Lodge as for the second year
running they are unable to raise a
team.
At the recent Committee
Meeting W Bro. Reynold Hintzen
decided it was time for him to
hand over the captaincy to W Bro.
Evan Roberts who has been vice
captain for several years. W Bro.
Reynold will continue as
coordinator for the team with W
Bro. Ron Abrey as assistant
coordinator.
The team are always looking for
new players and there is still time
to arrange another match or two
against suitable opposition! Any
brethren wishing to join in or
attend any of the team matches
will be most welcome and can get
further details from W. Bro
Reynold Hintzen, SLGR, at
reynoldhintzen@gmail.com or
telephone mobile no 07989
308098.
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T

he annual "Reynolds
Cup" (donated by MetGLCSA
in memory of the late VW Bro.
Peter Reynolds) competition was
held on Sunday 4th May at
Kingsland Farm Shooting Ground,
Chapel Lane, Drayton Parslow,
Bucks. In fine but blustery
conditions a 15-strong Met Team
confronted a spirited and
determined Essex Masonic Clay
Shooting Club and a most
enjoyable match ensued. For the
third year in succession Met
emerged victorious albeit by a
narrow margin and thereby
retaining the cherished cup. This
was a very good start to the year’s
table of events including the
annual trophy shoot with East
Kent in August and the InterProvincial Challenge Cup
Championships on Saturday
21st June.
Hosted this year by the
Province of Bristol at the superb
Westfield Shooting Grounds in the

South Cotswolds and bringing
together Masonic shooters and
their guests from across the
country, the Annual National
Interprovincial Masonic
Championships, are being held on
Saturday June 21st at the
Westfield Shooting ground,
Gloucester. As the current
holders of this highly sought-after
Trophy, MetGLCSA will be
fielding a strong team to ensure
the honour of London is upheld
at this hard-fought contest.
Sixteen Provincial teams are
expected this year from as far
afield as Cornwall and West Lancs
and of course, Metropolitan
Grand Lodge, with dozens of
shooters enjoying the spirit and
camaraderie of an excellent day’s
shooting together.
arena wishes the brethren the
very best of luck in Gloucester!
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THE JUG GOES BACK
Bro John Massmann, Secretary of the
MetGL Golf Society, sends in his report...

O

ur picture shows a delighted W.
Bro Bob Appleby receiving the
Russell Race Claret Jug from an
(apparently) equally delighted W. Bro
Jeremy Lindop, PAGStB, Captain of
the Metropolitan Golf Society team at
the recent match versus East Kent
held at West Essex Golf Club in East
London.
The weather was really kind and
the sun shone all day on this
parkland course, which has
outstanding views from some of the

tees. The course was in good shape
and our contact at the Club - Eric
Mould - had made every effort to
ensure a warm reception which we
certainly did receive! That the match
ended in a 6 to 2 victory for the East
Kent team was incidental to the
enjoyment of the day, as quite a few
of the contests had ended in nail
biting ﬁnishes on the 18th green.
Bro Lindop praised the East Kent
team for their commitment to this
event, promising that it would be an

"ever present" in the Society
Calendar. Bro. Appleby thanked his
team for their efforts during the day
and hoped they did as well in their
next event the following day!
The evening meal was a super
Festive Board for all and that laughter
and good conversation abounded was
testimony to the true Masonic spirit.
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President:
Rt. W. Br
Bro. Russ
Russell
Rus Race
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JP,

in aid of
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Masoni
Masonic
Mas
Charit
Charity
Cha
Tuesday 29th July 2014

Batchworth Park Golf Club

London Road, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire, WD3 1JS. Tel:01923 711400

www.batchworthparkgolf.co.uk/cms/contact-us/
£65 per golfer including;
Breakfast Roll with Tea and Coffee
Golf
3 Course Dinner
Trophy Presentations and Raffle

jack1008@btinternet.com

Booking Contacts
induchatrath@hotmail.com himat.patel@btopenworld.com

GENEROUS MOUNT ZION
LODGE AT BARTS
T
he brethren of Mount Zion
Lodge No. 7664 came together,
with wives, partners and friends, at
Barts Hospital in Central London, to
present a cheque for just over
£21,000 - an outstanding sum - to Mr
Michael Smith, Chairman of the
Barts Charity. The cheque was
handed over, in the presence of W.
Bro. Stratton Ritchie, PSGD,
MetGInsp and W. Bro Tony Shields,
PAGDC, MetGChStwd, for the
purchase of a "PlasmaJet" machine
(to be used in treating ovarian
cancer) and a special crib which
assists babies to keep comfortably
still whilst being scanned. This
amazing amount has an interesting
story behind it, told to arena by W.
Bro Alan Sears, SLGR, PPJGD
(Herts), a trustee of the Mount Zion

Lodge Benevolent Fund.
W Bro. Sidney Horwitz, LGR, was
founding ADC of the lodge and in
1966, became its seventh Master. He
died, quite young, over twenty years
ago, by which time his friend from
school days, W. Bro Dennis Rodbert,
LGR, PPGJD (Herts) had become an
initiate and subsequently a Past
Master of the Lodge. Bro. Sidney
never married and Bro Dennis was
appointed his executor. £16,000 was
donated to the Lodge Benevolent
Fund from Bro. Sidney’s estate with
the income to be used for charitable
purposes. Whilst the ﬁnancial
return was reasonable, donations
were made to a number of charities
but, recently, the income had not
been sufﬁcient to do this, but in any
case, the abovementioned two-cause

donation was made to Barts.
Knowing the wishes of the late Bro.
Sidney, the trustees’ aim was
Medical, Cancer and Barts - and this
they were able to achieve.
Master of the Lodge, W. Bro David
Rose, came from his home in Sri
Lanka for the event and said that the
Lodge was amalgamating with
Eternal Light Lodge No. 6568 during
the next few months, so this
donation of the entire capital would
be the ﬁnal donation from the
Horwitz legacy. Any brethren who
wish to visit the amalgamated lodge
are most welcome and should
contact Lodge Secretary, W. Bro
Steven Prevezer, LGR, on
jsp@prevezer.co.uk.

KING EDWARD VII HOSPITAL

A
The consulting rooms of the King Edward
VII Hospital Sister Agnes, based at
Emmanuel Kaye House were officially reopened on 27th March 2014 by the
President of the Hospital, The MW, The
Grand Master. W. Bro Alain Gherson,
SLGR, attended the ceremony and writes...
32

s London Freemasons we
have a proud association
with this hospital and have
added to their equipment in
the physiotherapy department
(See arena 12). The event was
keenly supported and it was
wonderful to see that this
hospital has many friends and
that Metropolitan Grand Lodge
was one of them. The hospital,
which is situated in central
London, has very modern

facilities but maintains
traditional values. The Hospital
is very keen to see that
everything is done with great
care and attention and with
passionate support and
dedication.
We wish the hospital
continued success and from
generation to generation, like
our beloved institutions, to
work and care for its patients.

ISSUE 17

LODGE OF
REMEMBRANCE'S
INSTRUMENTAL AID
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After many years of supporting major Masonic charities and
an intent to continue to do so, the membership of Lodge of
Remembrance No. 4895 decided to identify a long term project
to give members a sense of ownership. W. Bro Brian D.
François, PAGDC, takes up the story...

"O

ur chosen
organisation is the
Haberdashers’ Aske’s
Federation School
Combined Cadet Force
which is badged The Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers and
where the cadets are all
teenagers. The school has
a catchment covering some
of the most deprived areas
of Lewisham, Deptford and
New Cross. Major Bill
Handley, the unit’s
commander, identiﬁed two
areas where the Lodge
might assist. Firstly, by
ﬁnancing adventure
training such as, canoeing,
rock climbing and other
outdoor pursuits and
secondly, with ﬁnancial
support for the purchase
and maintenance of
musical instruments etc.,
for the unit's impressive
Corps of Drums.
The initial donation was
£1,000, enabling Major
Handley to ﬁnance
adventure training for eight
cadets who would
otherwise not be able to
participate. The Lodge also
decided to provide the
Corps of Drums with a
Drum Major's Sash, which
would be specially
manufactured by Toye,
Kenning & Spencer at a
cost in excess of £800. On
Wednesday, 7th May 2014,
the WM, W.Bro Barry
Lyons; the Secretary, W.Bro
Brian François, PAGDC, and
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ﬁve other members,
attended the school to
present the sash and to be
entertained by the Corps of
Drums. Also present were
some of the cadet's
families, representatives of
the school and the Royal
British Legion.
After a wonderful display,
W.Bro François explained
Freemasonry’s charitable
credentials, the lodge's
commitment to support the
unit and pointed out the
symbolism of the sash
which portrayed the Royal
Cipher, the arms of the
Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers, the school arms
and the Lodge's own badge.
The sash was presented by
Bro. Lyons to Drum Major
Tray Barrett, which was no
mean feat as Tray is 6ft 2in
and Bro. Lyons, 5ft 5in tall!
The gratitude shown by the
unit was overwhelming,
and made the members of
Remembrance feel ten feet
tall, but they still appeared
short when standing next to
Drum Major Tray!"
Congratulations to the
Lodge for this interesting,
unusual and useful
donation!
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70 IS THE NEW 50?
So says W. Bro Peter Sell Rank of William Preston Lodge No. 766
about his recent fundraising via a sponsored Sky Dive for a really
great cause. But arena is sure it speaks for most London masons
when it says" rather you than me!" Bro. Peter explains the poignant
story behind his jump...

"G

reat Ormond Street Hospital
(GOSH) is one of the world's
greatest children's hospitals and is at
the forefront of children's medicine.
Unfortunately, my grandson was
born with a problem with his heart
that meant that one of his heart
valves couldn't pump properly. He
was rushed to GOSH in a specially
adapted ambulance under blue lights
and had three major heart
operations, two of which were open
heart (this is on a heart that is little
bigger than a pea) but all of them
eventually failed including the donor
valve. He died in 2010 after 29 days
of ﬁghting for his life. GOSH then
became my family's favourite
charity. My daughter set up a Just
Giving page on behalf of my
grandson at

www.justgiving.com./jensonpledger/, which is trying to raise
money to convert the new
respiratory unit. Obviously the NHS
is funding the building and
equipping of the new unit but the
money from charity is for pull-down
beds etc for the parents. At the last
time of looking the fund had raised
[nearly over] £9,000 for GOSH in
different ways, of which my share
from the jump is likely to be at least
£1,000!
I decided to do a tandem parachute
jump with the London Parachute
School in Reading, My doctor had to
monitor my blood pressure for the
ten days beforehand which,
fortunately, remained normal, as I
would have done it anyway! The
jump was very exhilarating and the

KENSINGTON W
MAYOR CHEZ
PATRICK

ith one of this quarter's
more unusual charitylinked stories, we report on W.
Bro Patrick Tako, SLGR and
some of his brethren and
companions of L'Entente
Cordiale Lodge No. 2796; La
France Lodge No 2060 and La
France Chapter No 2060, who
came together for a charitybased community dinner on
April the 28th 2014 at his
restaurant “Chez Patrick" in
Kensington. This is the fourth
such charity dinner which, in
the past have included the
current Lord Mayor of
Kensington and other local
dignitaries on each occasion.
With over £8,300 raised over the
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only issue was that my feet became
entangled once I had landed. As my
wife couldn’t see me moving she
rushed over, but all was well, despite
her calling me the oldest teenager in
town!"
Congratulations to Bro. Peter!

years for the following four
charities; CyberKnife, Great
Ormond Street, Kids & Cancer
and in 2014, the MMC, by the
hard work of these three units,
they are of course to be
commended and also praised for
this interesting variant on the
traditional Ladies Night which
has done so much to assist in
normalising Freemasonry in the
community in that part of
London. Those present on this
occasion included the Deputy
Mayor, Mr Sam Mackover; the
MC, W. Bro Brian Sylvester
PGStB and a further forty-six
brethren and friends who
between them raised £3,320.
Congratulations to all!
ISSUE 17

arena
Almoners Anecdotes
- Regular Revelations
from the Craft…
W. Bro Mark Woolcott, an
Assistant to the Metropolitan
Grand Almoner, has selected
two splendid stories from the
day-to-day work of his team
colleagues and shares them
with arena and its readers,
both for their uplifting
qualities and for the lessons
they may teach us all about
what help is available...

F

reemasonry Cares - and not just
for Freemasons!
A few months ago at a Festive
Board, a small group were talking
about various Masonic topics when
the subject turned to Masonic grants
and charities. We each put forward
our various anecdotes.
One Brother sitting opposite me
said, almost in a whisper, that the
system would never be able to help
with a situation in his family.
Without wanting to appear
insensitive I asked what might be the
problem. “Well, you see, my
youngest daughter has a serious
dental problem, which is also
affecting her jaw. She has been
suffering with a lot of pain and she is
really depressed”. I asked him if
there was anything that her dentist
could do to help. “Only if she wants
to wait about six months to have the
work done and even then it could
cost around £6,000.00 and I can’t
afford it" , he replied. I asked why he
had not considered contacting
Freemasonry Cares. “Well, that’s only
for Masons and their widows, isn’t
it?”, he said. I then explained that
Freemasonry Cares was there for
any Freemason with a genuine need,
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his wife, widow, partner or children.
This was really good news for the
Brother and we arranged for him to
contact Freemasonry Cares the very
next day to ask for information leading to a possible grant for his
daughter. After receiving the
combined charity forms, working
with his own Lodge Almoner, his
application was completed and
passed to the Masonic Samaritan
Fund along with the report from a
dentist detailing the treatment
required. Within less than a week
the MSF had agreed to support the
application and to fund the
treatment fully on a private basis
with a grant of almost £7000. She
received this treatment at a dental
practice close to her home, is now
fully recovered and no longer has to
suffer the pain and discomfort she
experienced in the past. She was
eager to let us know that she now
feels more conﬁdent and adds that
the treatment has really changed her
life.
It felt wonderful to have played a
small part in helping the family and
I am pleased to say that this has
been one of the best achievements of
my Masonic career.

A

pplication for Medical Travelling
Expenses
A seventy-nine year old Brother,
an ex-police ofﬁcer, living with his
wife in rented accommodation in
Hertfordshire, was diagnosed with
prostate cancer. His chemotherapy
treatment required him to travel to
Mount Vernon Hospital in London,
which involved a round trip of about
one hundred and ﬁfty miles.
Although able to sustain an
acceptable quality of life within the
means provided by his career and

state pensions, the added burden of
costs for travelling to hospital (ﬁve
times a week for eight weeks) took
him outside his income budget and
was eating into his minimal savings.
The Masonic Charities will not
fund travelling expenses, even of a
medical nature, as their opinion is
that the area Health Care Trust has
full responsibility for these.
However, in this instance the
treating hospital was located outside
the brother’s own HCT so he
therefore did not qualify, and this
was further complicated by the
debilitating effect of the
chemotherapy, which needed his
wife’s support in driving him to and
from the hospital for each treatment
and any post treatment therapies.
The Brother’s lodge had already
contributed to the travel costs from
their benevolent fund, but as they
had not been in a position to offer
sufﬁcient funding, the Almoner
submitted a Joint Application Form
to the Metropolitan Almoners’ Fund
asking for a contribution to cover the
shortfall. Via the Almoner Liaison
Ofﬁcer, a case was submitted to the
MAF committee, who agreed to
match the Lodge’s contribution. By
reclaiming money from the Lodge’s
own Relief Chest, the Lodge was able
to contribute half of the estimated
travel costs and this was matched by
the MAF, with a cheque for £450
being sent to the Lodge Treasurer for
disbursement.
The case was dealt with as
expediently as possible, paying
appropriate attention to the
veriﬁcation of the need and
circumstances, so as to relieve the
worry and burden of costs on the
Brother and his wife.
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T H E M E N AT T H E T O P :

ROBERT CHEVIN
B

TOP: Bob as a young choir boy

BOTTOM: Bob around the time of his
initiation into freemasonry
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y accent at least, one might be
forgiven for not reckoning that
Bob Chevin was born North of the
border, but in fact his maternal
grandmother was a Scot and he
was actually born in Falkirk! Aged
eight however, the young Bob
moved with his father and mother
to Manchester, where he recalls
that for whatever reason, his
mother decided to send him to
school in a kilt which had the
effect of encouraging pugilistic
pursuits to maintain his honour!
Moving once again, this time to
Ashton-under-Lyne on the other
side of Manchester, he became a
boy chorister at Chester
Cathedral where he excelled at
his singing, but never formally
learned to play an instrument,
which he regretted. He sang for
about two years and it was when
a high note beckoned during a
solo that Bob’s voice decided to
“break”. He still recalls that
moment of high embarrassment.
Bob was neither “sporty” nor
academic at school. In fact, school
for Bob was something that had to
be done but which he felt was
actually a waste of time due to,
perhaps, the teaching methods
employed. He was an avid reader
from an early age and took part in
school amateur dramatics,
something which may have stood
him in good stead once he became
a Freemason, of which more later.
Having left school at ﬁfteen his
subsequent career development
was led by his father who, after
having acquired all the necessary
recruitment literature for the Royal
Air Force (junior entrance), guided
the young Bob in that direction.
Bob never felt that he had been
forced into it and with no other
decent job prospects on the horizon
took to it, as he says, like a duck to
water. After junior service he took
up training as a nurse in the RAF
which subsequently took him to

Aden and Oman during the late
1960's and early 1970's - turbulent
times in those territories. It was
during his nursing training that he
met his wife, Rose, who was on the
same course. Further medical
responsibilities were undertaken
by way of working in Field Hospital
Management and working in
specialized operating theatres. He
also became clinical tutor in
Germany, where he served for ten
years.
It was during his time in
Germany that he was introduced to
Freemasonry. It was mentioned
earlier that one of Bob’s interests
was amateur dramatics and it was
whilst working as
Producer/Director that one of the
cast said to him, “have you ever
thought of joining Freemasonry?”
Amusingly, Bob initially thought
his colleague was referring to the
name of a play! At this time he was
still a Sergeant, but encouraged by
Rose, joined the New Absalom
Lodge No 841 (German
Constitution) in February 1979.
Transferred back to the UK from
Germany in September 1979 he
recalls his Passing took place in the
same Lodge but, as he had to get
the ferry back to the UK that night,
Rose sat in the car with a budgie
cage on her lap and waited whilst
Bob ﬁnished in the Temple! It
would be another nine months
before he was Raised, by request,
in Pegasus Lodge 5637 (a Lodge for
Airmen and those connected to the
RAF) in England. Bob subsequently
joined Pegasus in 1982. His
progress to the East was relatively
quick and within seven years he
was Master of the Lodge. In the
meantime in 1986 he was Exalted
into Pegasus Chapter. He became
First Principal of the Chapter in
1992.
Thus Bob was now becoming a
serious Mason and, with a
Commission in the RAF, having
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LEFT: Flying Officer
Bob Chevin
RIGHT: Bob
Chevin
more recently

studied at the Royal Air Force College,
Cranwell, he was now a Flying Ofﬁcer
also. In 1993 he joined the RAF Lodge
7335, a London Lodge for
Commissioned Ofﬁcers only. Within
two years he had joined
Buckinghamshire's First Principals
Chapter 3305 as well as RAF Chapter
7335. It would come as no surprise
that he received Provincial honours
also in 1995, Provincial Senior Grand
Deacon as well as Provincial Grand
Charity Steward. At this time Bob,
realising that he was only ever going
to get service promotion by way of
“dead men’s shoes” gained a degree in
Sociology and Psychology at the Open
University with a view to a possible
teaching career. He then took
managerial roles within the RAF
hospital service attaining the rank of
Squadron Leader.
In the mid-1990s the last RAF
hospital at Wroughton, near Swindon
became due for closure. It was then
that Bob and Rose decided that taking
the offered redundancy was the best
option and they planned to buy a
hotel on the banks of Loch Lomond.
Bob, as a qualiﬁed mountaineer, as
well as a keen long distance runner,
anticipated the possibility of Outward
Bound training at that location. Just
about to sign a contract, Rose was
diagnosed with breast cancer which
scuppered their plans. Bob then took a
job in the NHS as a senior clinical
manager, eventually working at Stoke
Mandeville hospital in
Buckinghamshire. Sadly Rose passed
away in 2006 and it was Bob’s
involvement in Freemasonry that, he
says, brought sanity to his life. During
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his wife’s illness even with his
substantial Masonic commitment
they had managed to make trips
to Hong Kong and Cyprus as well
as to Scotland, where their plans
had turned to dust. Poignantly,
Bob scattered his wife’s ashes off
the top of Ben Lomond in
accordance with her wishes.
Retirement from the NHS
followed when Bob was sixty
years old. His son Anthony,
who has a young family of his
own, is not yet a Mason but he
does come to Ladies' Nights.
Bob says that Anthony is of
course, free to make up his own
mind but he only
has to ask, and the
wheels can be put
in motion.
In the meantime
Bob became
1979
Worshipful Master
of the RAF Lodge
in 1996 and the
1981
following year was
1982
a founder member
1986
of Notarius Lodge
9662 and then First
!989
Principal of RAF
1993
Chapter in 1999.
1993
He was honoured
1993
with London
Grand Rank in
1995
2003. Promotion
1995
followed
1997
promotion in the
2003
Provinces with his
appointment as
2007
Provincial Grand
2008
Charity Steward
2011
(Bucks) in 2004

Masonic Career

Initiated in New Absalom Lodge 841 (German
Constitution)
Courtesy Raising in Pegasus Lodge 5637
Joins Pegasus Lodge 5637
Exalted into Pegasus Chapter 5637
Installed as Worshipful Master Pegasus Lodge 5637
Installed as First Principal Pegasus Chapter 5637
Joining member RAF Lodge 7335 (WM 1996)
Joined Bucks First Principals Chapter 3305
Joined RAF Chapter 7335 (MEZ 1999)
ProvSGD (Bucks), ProvGChStwd(Bucks)
Founder member of Notarius Lodge 9662
LGR
PAGDC
LGCR and PGStB
PSGD and PGSoj
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quickly succeeded by Provincial
Grand Scribe Nehemiah (Bucks).
Other appointments were made
and in 2007 Bob was appointed a
Grand Ofﬁcer. His
Buckinghamshire Masonic career
was ahead of his Metropolitan
Masonry and in London he only
received LGCR in 2008 and in the
same year PGStB in the Royal
Arch. He was SVO for about a year
and then invited to become
Metropolitan Grand Inspector with
responsibility for 93 Chapters. In
2011 he received honours as PSGD
in the Craft and PGSoj in the Holy
Royal Arch.
As Metropolitan Grand Inspector
in the Royal Arch Bob has certain
views about the way things are.
Having had the beneﬁt of the
experience of both Provincial and
London Chapters, he is anxious
that the high standards he has
become accustomed to are met in
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his Metropolitan Chapters. He
ponders why it is seemingly okay
to read from the ritual book in
Chapter and not in the Lodge? Is
Royal Arch not taken seriously
enough? Poor ritual drives him to
despair and use of the ritual book
in temple is a serious “no-no”. As a
facilitator for the ‘Welcome
Seminars’ for new Exaltees he uses
the occasion to impress on the
new Companions the need to
study the story of the Royal Arch,
as well as the ritual. It is his very
broad experience that helps him
assess standards and how to assist
those that need help. Being a onetime “thespian”, it will be no
surprise that Bob sees the temple
as a stage, expecting that each
ofﬁcer with a role should play to
the members present who
represent the audience.

Five things you didn't know
about Bob Chevin:
1 In 1961 he came first in the
Diocese of Chester boy treble
competition
2 Enjoys cooking and
experimenting with recipes

3 Is a Karate Black Belt

4 Has walked the length of every
footpath on the Isle of Wight

5 Has “bagged” 197 Scottish
Munros.
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GASTVRIJHEID
LODGE
NO. 3970?
In this year of centennial remembrance of the
Great War, W. Bro Peter Nye, Secretary of
Gastvrijheid Lodge No. 3970, explains the history
of Lodge No. 3970 under the subtitle "Captivity Hospitality - Victory” and answers the question
posed by our eponymous article title...

T

he Lodge has its origins in 1914,
when the 1st Royal Naval Brigade
was despatched to Antwerp to hold
the City against the German advance.
At the command of the First Sea Lord,
Winston Churchill, they were to be
trained as infantrymen but were illprepared and badly equipped. On
October 8th 1914, when it became
obvious that Antwerp could no longer
be defended against German artillery,
the battalion’s Belgian and British
defenders retreated. Due to a series of
poor communications, some
battalions did not receive the retreat
order and missed the train to safety.
With the Germans advancing, they
were unable to turn back.
Commodore Wilfred Henderson,
Commander of the 1st Brigade, had
no option, other than to retreat into
neutral Netherlands. There the
British troops were interned according
to the International Rule of Law (7.3.1
Neutral Lands: 'belligerent troops that
enter neutral territory must be
disarmed and interned until the end
of the armed conﬂict'). In the event,
more than 1500 men were held at
Groningen, for the duration of
hostilities.
They were accommodated in
wooden barracks, which the British
named ‘HMS Timbertown'. lt soon
became apparent that something was
SUMMER 2014

needed to
maintain morale.
A daily routine of
exercise and
marching was set
up, along with
music, drama,
crafts and sports.
Their cabaret
company
Timbertown
Follies became
Summons for an emergency meeting of Gastvrijheid
well known, and
Lodge, No. 3970, 5th October 1915
there were workshops
(At this meeting Able Seaman John Alfred Curtis
for carpenters,
was raised to the Third Degree, having been
furniture makers,
tailors and electricians.
initiated into the lodge in June 1915. Curtis, of the
Just about every
Royal Navy Volunteer Reserve, Benbow Battalion,
interest and hobby was
was a 22 year old bank clerk from Ilford. The
catered for by the ever
summons would have been printed on the camp’s
resourceful British
printing press.)
internees. While they
may have been ‘held
captive’, they had no
to an agreement and the British
intention of idling away their time!
detainees received the right to go ‘on
They were used as labourers in
leave' to the centre of Groningen.
Groningen, both in their own
They later received visitation rights
professions and in the machine
factories, shipyards and local farms, at allowing them, on their word of
honour to return, to go to England for
harvest time. Despite tight security,
four to eight weeks leave.
there were several successful escapes
These internees included men of
in 1915 and a number of Groningen
the Benbow Battalion of the First
inhabitants were imprisoned for
Royal Naval Brigade, part of the Royal
aiding the escapees. Eventually, the
Naval Division composed mainly of
British and Dutch governments came
39

reservists and volunteers. Among the
1,500 ofﬁcers and men there were
some English Freemasons, including
Commodore (later Admiral) Wilfred
Henderson. In March 1915 he and
eight other Freemasons held a
meeting in the camp to discuss the
formation of a lodge. A local lodge,
L’Union Provinciale No.17 in
Groningen, welcomed their English
brethren and through them a petition
was sent to the Grand Orient of the
Netherlands. Permission to form a
new lodge was quickly granted and its
Consecration took place on the
22ndMay 1915. Commodore
Henderson was the ﬁrst Worshipful
Master and the ceremony was
attended by several high ranking
Dutch Ofﬁcers of the Grand Orient.
The lodge was named "Gastvrijheid"
meaning "Hospitality" in Dutch and
given the Number 113 in the register
of the Grand Orient of the
Netherlands.
Fifty ﬁve regular monthly meetings
were held over three and a half years
and a total of sixty four candidates
were Initiated; two members travelled
there from Amsterdam in order to
complete their degrees. The Book of
Constitutions of the Netherlands was
translated into English by W. Bro
Henderson and each member of the
Lodge was presented with a copy. The
Worshipful Master's Gavel was
presented by the ‘Mother Lodge’ of
Gastvrijheid, L'Union Provinciale No.
17. Gastvrijheid Lodge held its last
meeting in Groningen on the
5thNovember 1918. Whilst in Holland
it did much to assist the formation of
a second Lodge of English
Freemasons and in 1918 a sister
Lodge, the Willem van Oranje Lodge,
No. 3978, was formed. This
transferred to the English Constitution
at the end of the war, and is also still
in existence. On Armistice Day,
November 11th 1918, there were 300
men on leave in England and a
further 900 left the camp a few days
later on November 15th. The camp
was ofﬁcially closed on January 1st
1919 and the remaining internees
returned to England. Before the
members of Gastvrijheid Lodge were
repatriated to England, they presented
an illuminated Address of Thanks to
Lodge L’Union Provinciale, which was
signed by all the Brethren.
Gastvrijheid Lodge was transferred
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to the United Grand Lodge of
England, by special charter on the
7thApril 1919. The Dedication
Ceremony was conducted by the then
Pro-Grand Master, Lord Ampthill, on
the 31st May 1919 at the lmperial
Hotel, Russell Square, London. On the
transfer of Gastvrijheid Lodge to
England, permission was granted by
the Grand Orient of the Netherlands
for the Lodge to retain its Warrant and
Minute Book. Thus the Lodge
unusually possesses two Warrants,
one English and one Dutch. The
emblem of Gastvrijheid Lodge and
Gastvrijheid Royal Arch Chapter
(founded in 1950, also as No. 3970) is
a composition of the three principal
services which formed the Royal
Naval Division; the Naval Anchor,
surmounted by the Bursting Bomb of
the Royal Engineers, under which are
the Laurel Leaves surrounding a
Globe of the Royal Marines.
In May 1959, at a joint meeting in
London, a ﬁne gold jewel was
presented to Gastvrijheid Lodge by
Lodge L'Union Provinciale, which
each succeeding Worshipful Master
wears on his collar during his year of
Ofﬁce. They later presented a
beautiful Delft bowl to the Lodge,
which now reposes in the Museum at
Freemasons Hall. ln May 199O the
Lodge celebrated its 75th Anniversary
and a number of Brethren visited
Groningen and their Mother Lodge,
L’Union Provinciale. They managed to
obtain special dispensation from
United Grand Lodge of England to
take a candidate with them, who was
initiated into Freemasonry by
members of L'Union Provinciale. The
ceremony was conducted in Dutch, in
accordance with the ritual observed
by the Grand Orient of the
Netherlands. It rekindled our relations
with our Dutch Brethren, to whom we
owe so much.
In 2009 the Lodge was asked by
L’Union Provinciale to Initiate a Dutch
candidate from Groningen into
Gastvrijheid. The ceremony in
London was very well attended by
visiting Dutch brethren, not only from
L’Union Provinciale but also other
Dutch Lodges. In November 2010 the
brethren of Gastvrijheid Lodge went
to Groningen to Pass a brother, in a
Dutch Temple, in accordance with
English ritual. His Raising was
performed the following year in

Past Masters Jewel for Gastvrijheid
Lodge, No. 3970 presented to John
Alfred Curtis, WM in 1921
London, with visiting Dutch brethren
present. He also became a Joining
Member of L’Union Provinciale and is,
uniquely, a member of both Lodges.
Gastvrijheid Lodge is now busy
preparing for its Centenary in 2015. It
plans to visit Groningen in May 2015,
to celebrate with its hosts, the Lodge
L’Union Provinciale, and in September
2015, it will host a return event, when
it is hoped that many of our Dutch
friends will visit.
Gastvrijheid and Willem van Oranje
Lodge were the only English lodges
formed by prisoners of war in either
world war, although lodges of
instruction were formed in Turkey
during the Great War and Germany
and the Far East during the Second
World War by British prisoners. Both
Dutch lodges will feature in a
forthcoming exhibition at the Library
and Museum of Freemasonry,
beginning 15th September, and in a
book, English Freemasonry and the
First World War, published by Lewis
Masonic.

ISSUE 17

THE EMERGENCY
RITUAL TEAM – HELPING
METGL’S LODGES

T

he Emergency Ritual Team
("ERT") now has over forty-ﬁve
brethren available to assist Lodges.
To date its members have assisted
by acting as Master for a Raising;
explaining the First Degree Tracing
Board; acting as Master for a double
Raising; explaining the Second
Degree Tracing Board and acting as
Junior Warden for a Passing as well
as performing the Charge after
Initiation.
The cost of this service is the
price of the brother’s meal at the
Festive Board, although some

lodges have also kindly made
donations to the ERT’s relief chest,
in support of the Metropolitan
Masonic Charity.
If your lodge wishes to avail itself
of the services of the ERT, either to
perform a speciﬁc piece of ritual at
your meeting – such as a Tracing
Board – or to assist with an Ofﬁce
due, maybe, to the unavoidable
absence of a brother (possibly even
at very short notice) then contact
W. Bro Ian Burgess, LGR, the team
co-ordinator, on 07770 334198 or
email MetGLCraftERT@gmail.com.

JUBILEES ALL ROUND AT
LODGE OF PERFECT LIGHT

T

he recent Jubilee
meeting of the Lodge of
Perfect Light No. 7971 was a
truly unique event at
Freemasons’ Hall. Not so
much the celebration of the
lodge’s 50th Year
Anniversary with Assistant
Met GM, VW Bro. Simon
Duckworth, PGSwdB, as
Guest of Honour, but that
four ﬁfty-year Long Service
Certiﬁcates were presented
at one meeting. The
certiﬁcates reﬂect a total of
221 years service shared
between these venerable
brethren, including a founder
member of the lodge. Their
MetGInsp, W.Bro Brian
Saidman, PGJD, who has
known these brethren
personally for more than 36
years, was accorded the very
great privilege of making the
presentations to them.
arena congratulates all the
brethren so honoured!
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Rear Row from left:
VWBro Simon Duckworth,
W.Bro Brian Saidman
Front Row from left:
Bro Michael Gibbons (90 years
old) Bro Albert Elton (90 years
old) W.Bro Cecil Chapman ( 89
years old Founder) W.Bro Brian
Convisser (79 years old)
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GARIBALDI IN LONDON The Exhibition
arena's reporter, Bro. Corrado Canonici,
I
was given a special tour round the latest
exhibition at the Museum and Library of
Freemasonry by its Director and Curator of
the exhibition, Diane Clements…
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n April 1864 the world
renowned Italian
patriot Giuseppe
Garibaldi, considered the
Nelson Mandela of his
time, visited the UK for
three weeks. He was
greeted by vast crowds
and met the Prince of
Wales. The Prince was a
big fan, but had to meet
Garibaldi in secret, not
having had Queen
Victoria’s permission!
Garibaldi also dined with
members of the nobility
and of parliament. He
had meetings with
revolutionaries as well as
many ordinary working
men, who helped in his
struggle for freedom
around the world and
especially in his beloved
Italy, which he had
united just three years
before, in 1861. The
Library and Museum of
Freemasonry has
organised an exhibition
“Garibaldi in London” to
celebrate the 150th
Anniversary of this visit.
Garibaldi’s visit was a
milestone for the Italian
community in London. It
inspired many
interesting stories in the
British newspapers and
Freemasonic magazines.
In this respect, the ‘Arena
Magazine’ of the time is
featured in the exhibition
with illustrations/articles
about the visit. The
pictures are fascinating
and, unbelievable as it
may sound, even Vanity
Fair dedicated an
illustrated article to him.
He visited many of the
famous names of the
day, including the poet
Tennyson. He also met
John Whitehead Peard,

‘Garibaldi’s Gentleman’,
as he called him. Mr.
Peard had fought with
Garibaldi in Sicily in
1860, distinguishing
himself for his gallantry
and indifference to
danger. He also owned
Garibaldi’s sword, now
owned by Lodge Italia
No. 2687and which is on
display. Strange to say,
no ofﬁcial Masonic
meetings were arranged
during the visit. One
suspects that this was
mainly due to his
revolutionary approach,
which was far from the
apolitical trend of English
Freemasonry!
The exhibition ends
with many beautiful
ceramics depicting
Garibaldi’s iconography.
These were very popular
items at the time. There
are also homages to
Garibaldi by two modern
artists: Ralph Steadman
with his Children’s Book
and a beautiful
illustration by Ferenc
Sebok, whose work we
have already
encountered in the Royal
Arch exhibition. Last but
not least, there are two
fun moments: the
Garibaldi biscuits (Oh
yes!), and a lovely
cartoon of the time
depicting Garibaldi as
Italy. His head is over
northern Italy, his legs
and boots over the south
and there is a sad Pope’s
face over Corsica.
“Garibaldi in London”
is at the Library and
Museum of Freemasonry
from May 19th to August
29th, 2014. Monday to
Friday: 10:00-17:00.
Entrance is free.
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THE CONNAUGHT CLUB
OPEN RECEPTION
On Friday 24 May 2014 around
seventy young Masons and their
guests stormed through the doors of
the Grand Temple to enjoy an
evening of speeches, wine, and
general conviviality in stellar
surroundings. The purpose of the
evening was to introduce young
Freemasons to the Connaught Club;
to introduce potential candidates to
Freemasonry and to explain to our
friends and partners what
Freemasonry and the Club is all
about.
The Club Chairman, W. Bro
Richard Knights, welcomed
everyone and gave an abridged
account of his journey into
Freemasonry, explaining how the
Club had aided him to understand
and enjoy his Masonry. Richard
explained how the Club works to
unite young Masons from London
through educational, social and
charitable events. Following
Richard, W. Bro John Wood
DepMetGSec, took the floor to
address the non-Masons and to
consider what Freemasonry is all
about: the promotion of fraternity,
charity, and personal development.
Whilst I am sure the audience
would rather have heard tales of
goats, funny handshakes, and
ritualistic sacrifices; they were
instead treated to the truth. Our
third talk was by Mr. Mark Dennis,
the curator of the Library and
Museum at Freemasons’ Hall. What
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Mark doesn’t know about
Freemasonry is not worth knowing
– despite not actually being a
Freemason! Mark gave an
informative history of Freemasonry
in England and latterly told the
story of Freemasons’ Hall in Gt.
Queen Street.
Our final speaker of the evening
was Mr. Jonathon Powell from the
Wilshire Barn Project, one of the
Club’s nominated 2014 appeal
charities. After serving in the army
for 40 years, Jonathon studied the
craft of book binding. This
experience led him on to form a
charity dedicated to the
rehabilitation of injured men and
women from our armed forces
through the art of book binding.
Jonathon explained its therapeutic
benefits, but also how the Project
deals with reintroducing troubled
servicemen and women to regular
society. Jonathon showed us
examples of the books the Project
produces, and explained how the
Club’s money would benefit this
worthy cause.
Following the speeches, members
and their guests congregated in the
Grand Vestibule to enjoy a splendid
buffet and some of Berry Bros.
finest Good Ordinary Claret! This
part of the evening is as important,
if not more so, than the speeches as
it gives attendees a forum in which
to meet new friends and share
Masonic experiences. The Club also

held a raffle (with the funds going
to the Club’s 2014 charity appeal Operation Ypres) where the prizes
were wine, a pre-read book on O.J.
Simpson, a coffee machine, a fully
stocked picnic hamper, and a
remote control helicopter! In fact,
the helicopter was later auctioned
by the charming Club Secretary
who, with his verbal dexterity
managed to sell it for £40! Thank
you high bidder Orestes Adamou!
The raffle and donations raised the
magnificent sum of £420! Further
underlining that charity is close to
a Freemason’s heart.
And of course, as you would
expect of this group, once the wine
had been drunk, the sandwiches
swallowed and the quiche
consumed, they sauntered over to
Sway, the nightclub under the
Grand Connaught Rooms for a
nightcap and a boogie!
Two forthcoming dates for your
diary are 24 July 2014 - seminar in
the library of Freemasons' Hall
entitled "Freemasonry and WWI"
conducted by Diane Clements.
Followed by a buffet at the
Freemasons' Arms and on 6th/7th
September, the Connaught Club
charity cycle ride from Freemasons'
Hall to the Menin gate in Belgium.
As always, any brethren that would
like more information, can get
details at www.connaughtclub.org/
or contact W. Bro Lewis Clement at
secretary@connaughtcluib.org
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A younger
mason speaks
W. Bro. Sergei Subotsky, Secretary of William
Rogers Lodge, No.2823, was recently made a
Companion in the Royal Arch...

I

have recently been rejuvenated!
Even though I have just celebrated
ten years in the Craft, I am brand new
to the Royal Arch, and it is on this
basis that the Editor of Arena has
kindly allowed me to write as a
“Younger Mason”. Certainly, I am a
younger member of the Chapter in
which I have recently been exalted: St
George’s Chapter, No.5, which does
have some members who are
unquestionably distinguished in both
rank and years.
St George’s Chapter was founded in
1785, and is London’s second oldest
Chapter. It meets in the Great Hall of
St Bartholomew’s Hospital, a large,
airy and gloriously classical
eighteenth century room, arrived at
from a grand staircase decorated in
1737 with wall-paintings by a famous
Freemason, Bro. William Hogarth,
who was born nearby in Bartholomew
Close. As someone who loves old
buildings and a traditional
atmosphere, I cannot deny that this
inﬂuenced my choice of Chapter, but
what ﬁnally persuaded me to join was
something else. The equivalent of the
Worshipful
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Master in Royal Arch masonry is the
most senior of the Three Principals,
known as “Most Excellent” or “MEZ”. I
was lucky enough to be encouraged to
join by a long-standing masonic friend
(and my seconder into the Craft), who
is currently the MEZ of St George’s E. Comp. David Cavaye. I had
complete faith in his advice and his
abilities and I was not disappointed.
It is a strange thing to be a “new
boy” once more, but there are deﬁnite
similarities between Initiation and
Exaltation: unfamiliar faces, a sense of
expectation, the nervous wait outside
the door; the preparation for entry
and hesitant, guided steps; then the
strange and impressive
setting and costumes,
and the moral
instruction. All is
new again!
There are, of
course,
differences. The
ofﬁcers have
different names,
and

some of the roles are not the same.
Where there is a Tyler in the Craft, in
the Royal Arch he is the Janitor. His
sense of humour is much the same,
however: while I was waiting for the
ballot to be taken, standing outside the
door of the Chapter with a potential
joining member, the Janitor turned to
me and said “They’re taking their
time - it must be you causing the
delay!”
The ritual must remain a surprise to
the yet un-exalted, but it is elaborate,
allegorical, and impressive. Some
important practical aspects of the
Craft degrees are also central to
Exaltation: to follow your guide, do as
instructed, and trust those around
you.
There is much for me to
learn: different ritual and
different traditions at dinner.
Then there is the small
matter of getting to know
the other members better! I
am looking forward to it all.
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Mystery Picture
Competition
W

ith the fond but perhaps
misguided thought that
most people have a glance at
arena, the Editorial team is
now wondering whether the
Mystery photos are being made
too hard. Once again, no-one
was able to identify the
whereabouts within
Freemasons' Hall of the image
which appeared in arena 16
and is shown in ﬁg 1.
It comes, as can be seen in
ﬁgs 2 and 3, from the central
stained glass window above the
North staircase up to the Peace
memorial from the ground ﬂoor
robing room. As ever, once you
see it, you wonder how it
wasn't identiﬁable! arena now
has a comfortable lead at 3: 1
It only remains to show
readers the new photo at Fig 4.,
and to challenge you to identify
where it is taken and what it is.
Answers to arena@metgl.com
please. Entrants will be placed
in a draw and the Winner will
receive a bottle of Champagne.
As ever, arena wishes all
readers good luck in identifying
the mystery picture!
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LEFT: Fig 1 - last
edition’s mystery
picture and its location.
BELOW & RIGHT: Fig 2
& 3 - the location is
revealed!

BELOW: Fig 4 - A new challenge for arena readers.
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THE KENT CLUB
– SUMMER 2014
T

he Kent Club was launched by
Russell Race, The RW
Metropolitan Grand Master, in 2010.
Members are mostly over the age of
35 living or working in London and
the Club operates alongside the
Connaught Club; which caters for
London masons under the age of
35.
The Kent Club provides a forum
for its membership to socialise,
make friends, and develop their
masonic careers through the use of
social media. Our popular social
evenings and events also frequently
result in invitations to visit other
Lodges.
The primary goal of the Kent
Club is to help masons expand their
personal networks and introduce
them to new masonic experiences
and venues, which they may not

otherwise know are available.
Over the last 18 months, we have:
been on a trip to Sweden, heard
talks by the Grand Secretary and
Assistant Grand Chancellor,
watched a ceremony conducted in
German in the Grand Temple of
Freemasons’ Hall, paraded in the
Lord Mayor’s Show, seen a 19th
century demonstration of a ritual
and toured Temple Church.
Every year culminates in our
Annual Dinner, and last October
over 110 masons came together to
enjoy a fantastic banquet and
evening of entertainment in the
historic Great Hall at St. Bart’s.
Membership is currently free to all
London masons, but at our recent
AGM it was agreed we would charge
an annual subscription of £10 from
January 2015. There is no joining

fee. Signing up to our mailing list is
easy – just go to
www.kentclub.org/enquiries. The
club also has a very active Facebook
presence, with almost 700 members
contributing regularly.
The Kent Club President is the
Metropolitan Grand Master, RW Bro.
Russell Race and the Chairman is
W. Bro David Luckins, SLGR.
We hope to welcome you to one of
our events very soon!

Members of the Kent Club
and their families and
guests at the recent tour
of the Temple
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The Metropolitan Grand
Director of Ceremonies
writes...
I was a visitor at a meeting
recently where a new MM was
delivering the third degree
working tools. He was prompted
every time he drew breath, until
he had been interrupted so often
that he dried up entirely. He was
then given an incorrect prompt,
from memory, three times. An
embarrassed visitor had to step in
to help the poor MM. It is the
type of incident which could have
dented or even destroyed that
MM’s conﬁdence to do ritual.
As this example shows, prompting
is often overlooked in our
meetings, but is an important tool
to make ceremonies memorable
for our candidates and enjoyable
for the workers. There are a few
practical points which can improve
everyone’s experience.
It may sound obvious, but it is
important that the prompt is
correct. Very few of us are lucky
enough to be able to recite ritual to
silver matchbox standard, and so it
is advisable that the designated
prompter works from a book,
regardless of his experience. Even
if we can recall all our ritual
immediately, the versions which
most of us have committed to
memory may reverse some words
or phrases, or have substituted a
synonym or two, and so is
dangerous to rely on for
prompting.
The number and location of
prompters is important too.
Naturally only one prompter is
needed: it is sensible for him to be
near to the worker in question so
the person delivering the ritual
knows exactly where help is
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placed. For example the IPM is
well placed for the WM but not for
the interrogation at the SW’s
pedestal. In the Royal Arch, it is
advisable to have a carefully
placed companion near the three
Sojourners. When using different
prompters in different locations,
they should know the scope of
their responsibilities.
Different people like to be
prompted in different ways.
Worker and prompter should be
encouraged to speak beforehand to
arrange how a prompt would be
asked for. This helps to avoid the
unsolicited prompt, proffered too
soon, which makes delivery
truncated, and at worst may make
the worker lose conﬁdence.
We often forget that the prompter’s
role is different in rehearsal and
meeting. During rehearsal we can
take a more analytical approach to
the detail of the ritual, but during a
meeting our aim should be to
allow the ritual to ﬂow, to
communicate meaning to the
candidate. The fastidious
prompter, who picks up every
incorrect word, is not putting the
experience of the candidate ﬁrst.
Ideally we only prompt if the work
is going off course, or something
important will be omitted.
In many Lodges and Chapters the
DC or Secretary makes an
announcement before opening,
about mobile phones and ﬁre
regulations. This is the ideal time
to make everyone aware that there
is a designated prompter and that
it should be his job, and no one
else’s, to offer assistance if
required!
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METROPOLITAN MASONIC

SUBSCRIPTION CONCERT SERIES

Samson Tsoy & Pavel Kolesnikov
7pm, 7TH OCTOBER 2014
An exciting, tuneful and accessible programme of Rachmaninov
& Tchaikovsky together with the well-known Carnival of the Animals
by Saint-Saens in the presence of the Metropolitan Grand Master.
Speaking parts in the Carnival of Animals will be widely distributed!
Wives, partners and friends all welcome.
Tickets £27 (to include wine and canapes)
Book tickets at: http://bookitbee.com/e/7nn4s

