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FOREWORD

RW Bro. Russell Race
Metropolitan Grand Master
Dear Brethren and Companions,
I hope you are enjoying this relatively
long burst of sunshine which we have
been enjoying as Spring gets underway,
its certainly a welcome change from the
rain and ﬂooding that many have had to
deal with over the winter!
As ever in London, it's been busy!
Centenaries, banner dedications, all of
the usual day-to-day business of the Craft
and the Royal Arch, as well as our AGM
and the Investiture of brethren promoted
to SLGR! It's not just me that is busy
however - it's the whole of the
Metropolitan team of active ofﬁcers as
well as the ofﬁcers of your lodges and
Chapters. With that in mind, I'd just like
to repeat once again, my sincere personal
thanks to Paddy, Richard and Paul, our
retiring AMetGMs, and to Graham, Mark
and Peter, our retiring MetGIs, for their
help and assistance in making this giant
Metropolitan area of ours work. You will
see the names and photos of some of the
new active promotions on page 22 and as
I said at the Investiture, I look forward to
working with each and every one of them
during their term of ofﬁce.
We continue to try new and innovative
ways of increasing participation in the
Craft and Royal Arch and 'Project
Streamline' (featured in arena 15 and on
Porchway) has been a good example of
this. We are also trying to increase
opportunities for fraternal sociability and
interactions away from our work in the
Temple. Who can look at the picture of
our young Connaught Club members at
their Christmas Dinner and not see this
ideal in practice? We propose to have a
Summer Concert on July 15th, being the
ﬁrst of a Metropolitan Subscription
Concert series, which will alternate
between Classical and Popular music. It
is planned to begin with a professional
two-piano duo and, I understand, some
"active" participation from Metropolitan
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Ofﬁcers! I hope you will be able to
support it, brethren, especially as
Temple No. 1 only seats 200!
Another real step forward for
London is the creation of the new
"speedy" relief system, which has
been drawn up by the Metropolitan
Grand Almoner and the Trustees of
the MMC and is featured on page 3.
This will allow the immediate needs of
distressed London masons
and their dependents to
be dealt with in only a
few days, rather than
the few weeks it has
necessarily been taking
and that can only be a
good thing.
Like the Connaught
Club, the Kent Club
does excellent work in
promoting fraternal
sociability and
bringing together
masons who might
not otherwise have
met in friendship and
conviviality. I am
looking forward to
joining KC members
on the 3rd July for a
special called-off
session during a
lodge meeting, to be
entitled Castaway
CD Selection which
will investigate the
musical tastes and
background of a
certain nameless
London mason...
Wishing you all
well, I commend this
latest edition of
arena to you.
Russell
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EDITORIAL

elcome to arena 16, the
Spring 2014 edition. As ever,
many thanks to all of our
contributors!
It's a pleasure to have the new
AGM, RW Bro. Sir David Wootton,
on our front cover, partly because
arena's interview with him in the
City of London, where he was
recently Lord Mayor, was a
particularly easy one to do, but
mostly because he is a "local"
masonically speaking and we can
all feel a certain amount of pride in
that!
One of Bro. Sir David's phrases,
"the amazing diversity of London" is
reﬂected in the Metropolitan Grand
Master's foreword on page 3, which
highlights the many "different"
activities that are happening each

W

night in London. Whether it is
photographers at work as shown in
our centre pages, unusual items like
the ﬁrst in a planned series of
subscription concerts; the adoption
of another lodge for the Grand
Lodge University Scheme (about
which we hope to bring a report in
arena 17) or one of the many
Lodge festivals for centenary or
other milestones; London certainly
is diverse!
arena and its sister media outlets
Porchway News, our Facebook page
and Twitter account try to reﬂect
that diversity by covering as much
as possible, but we can only do so if
you send interesting material in - so
get in touch! news@metgl.com
EDITOR

NEW "SPEEDY" ALMONERS FUND
FOR LONDON

M

etropolitan Brethren and
Companions will be pleased to
hear of a new enhancement to the
armoury of assisting services provided
by Almoners. The Metropolitan
Masonic Charity (MMC) has formed
the Metropolitan Almoners' Fund
(“MAF") which will allow "emergency
relief" funding for distressed
brethren/ companions and their
dependants. The Metropolitan Grand
Almoner, W. Bro Peter Huddleston,
PAGDC, is pictured with VW. Bro
Brian de Neut, PGSwdB, Trustee of the
MMC, signing the Memorandum of
Understanding which inaugurates the
formal set-up process for the MAF.
We all know that the Grand Charity
performs an excellent service in
providing aid and relief to those in
need, but the process can be relatively
long and drawn out (although there
have been some very speedy
exceptions to prove the rule!) and it
can take up to six weeks before an
application is presented to the
decision-making Relief Committee for
consideration. In London there are
many occasions where action to
relieve distress really needs to be
taken within 24 hours, giving an
immediate breathing space to the
4

claimant and allowing time for the
Masonic Charities to assess the longerterm requirements of each case.
Naturally, the member's Lodge or
Chapter will be at the forefront of
helping, but it must be remembered
that in London there have been many
cases where that unit no longer exists
or does not have sufﬁcient funds
available. To place this in context, in
2013 London Freemasons and
dependants received from the Grand
Charity alone, 148 Grants totalling
£433,812 an average of £2931 each, but
for some of those 148 the ability to
have had a "local" fund able to provide

small amounts on an emergency
basis, would have meant a much
speedier relief to their sufferings. The
Fund will be administered by the
Metropolitan Grand Almoner with his
team of Assistants and can be
accessed by Lodge and Chapter
Almoners contacting their Almoner
Liaison Ofﬁcer (ALO) who will
process the application via his
Assistant MetGAlmoner.
This is an innovation for London,
but one which will doubtless be
welcomed by Almoners and indeed by
all Brethren and Companions!
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Sir
Freemasons are one of the most
charitable organisations in the country.
They also go to great lengths to look
after their members and their
dependents. The main charities can
provide virtually any aid to improve a
mason's quality of life. Some members
are of advanced years but still enjoy
their masonry. In fact it is often only
that time that they get out and have
the opportunity to meet others. It is
therefore bafﬂing that the home of
Masonry, Freemasons Hall, Great
Queen Street, makes it impossible for
them to attend meetings as, despite all
requests, there are no wheel chair
facilities.
I have been given various excuses
including “we stopped providing them
as it was a health and safety issue”; “we
had some but they were not returned”.
This is absurd! Can we not look after
our own at the home of masonry? My
mother lodge has a 93 year member
who was recently presented with his
65 year certiﬁcate - a magniﬁcent
achievement. He is healthy in himself
but cannot walk more than about 20-25
feet without getting totally exhausted.
His ﬂat is arranged for his needs and
there is a stair lift to take him to his
door. I collect him from his door and
drop him at the door to Freemasons
Hall. He can walk to the lift. He
cannot walk to the lodge room, he
needs a wheel chair. At the last
meeting the only way for him to get to
the temple was by him standing on a
porters trolley whilst members gently
pushed it to the room!
Is freemasonry so impoverished, so
bereft of charity, so insensitive to the
needs of its members that we cannot
provide at least one (there should be
several) wheel chairs so elderly
members can attend and enjoy the
spirit of fraternal friendship for which
SPRING 2014

we should at all times be actuated?
Faithfully and fraternally
W. Bro Jeremy Reese, SLGR
Portsoken Lodge No. 5088
Thank you for your letter Bro. Jeremy. I
am delighted to report to our readers that
fortuitously for arena, the matter had
already been raised by the Met Ofﬁce
with the Head of Engineering and
Building Projects in FMH and the
decision made to reinstate the service. By
the time the magazine goes to screen, it
should all be sorted out!
***
Dear Sir
The closure of London’s Old Sessions
House Centre at Clerkenwell Green
and the move to the new Clerkenwell
Centre is generating discussion.
Location of the new premises is the
ﬁrst issue. 61 Lever Street is about a
mile from Clerkenwell Green, down an
anonymous street on the northern
fringe of city hubbub and the nearest
tube is Barbican, a 12 minute
unappealing walk away. Some
brethren have expressed personal
security concerns.
The rooms are partitioned, so in
theory there is dimensional ﬂexibility.
We were assigned Domatic 1, an
elongated area about the width of an
average home lounge and about three
times as long. Thus small and very
narrow. The venue has a tacky feel.
Someone remarked the bar area was
reminiscent of that of a budget travel
hotel. Service was a real issue for our
members in the bar. It’s in use by
many other community groups. Our
lodge’s ﬁrst visit coincided with use by
a Bingo group, whilst a community
focus gathering met in an adjoining
room.
The Old Sessions House had a

character fermented over a 215 year
history. The jury remains out on its
soulless replacement.
Yours faithfully and fraternally
W. Bro Brian Thomas
Royal Commemoration Lodge
No. 1585
www.lodge1585.org
Dear Sir,
Thank you for your feedback about the
sale of the Old Sessions House, Yes, for
many it was a really sentimental
wrench, but sentiment does not pay the
bills and running a 250 year old building
was expensive and getting increasingly
expensive. Do you know anyone who
might have had a spare £4 million?
We are fully aware that some reconﬁguration of rooms may well be
necessary to satisfy our masonic needs;
we have already put in hand some of the
changes needed and which should
answer the majority of the problems. In
addition we are still working through all
the inevitable snagging problems resulting
from, and in accordance with, the
building contract.
We are now operating a two pronged
approach: to complete the project
satisfactorily and to make such changes
as will give us advantage for the future
Central London Masonic Centre Limited
and its shareholders. We have no
intention of becoming another Clarendon
Suites (the masonic Centre in
Birmingham that has just gone down!).
As to design and aesthetics that is a
matter of personal taste and I feel sure
you will agree that no two people have
exactly the same taste.
I can assure you that the Board will
always welcome positive suggestions,
particularly those that are constructive
and based on sound business and
ﬁnancial principles.
Central London Masonic
Centre Limited
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T H E M E N AT T H E T O P :

IAN CURRANS
Ian Currans as a boy.

W. Bro Stan Marut interviewed our new AMetGM, VW Bro Ian
Currans for arena and found that he had seen one hit musical
more than seventy times! Curious? Amazed? Read on...

M

Ian around the time of his initiation
into Freemasonry.

Masonic Career
1977

1983

1986
1989
1994
1996
1998
2000
2003
2009
2011
2014
2011

2014
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Initiated in Abbey Lodge
Westminster 2030, aged 21
Exalted into Abbey Chapter
Westminster 2030
WM of Abbey Lodge Westminster
MEZ of Abbey Chapter Westminster
LGR
LGCR
SLGCR
PGStB(RA)
PAGDC
PAGSoj(RA)
PSGD & PGSoj(RA)
PGSwdB & PGSwdB(RA)
Appointed Metropolitan Grand
Inspector
Appointed Assistant Metropolitan
Grand Master/Superintendent

any youngsters profess an
ambition of one sort or
another, either "to become a train
driver" or "a policeman". Very few
would mention "to become a
Freemason". This was however
the aspiration of a young Ian
Currans, who had no doubt that
he would become a Freemason!
This was, more than likely, due to
the fact that he came from a
family of Freemasons in London
and Masonry was just something
normal that was accepted as part
of family life. It was the Masonic
involvement of his grandfather,
father and uncle that impressed
Ian sufﬁciently that he knew that
was what he wanted to do when
he became of age.
Ian’s grandfather, born in 1893,
was a member of Abbey Lodge
Westminster No. 2030,
consecrated in 1884 and still
extant today. As a young man he
had left school and worked in
Smithﬁeld market for the British
New Zealand Meat Co. At the start
of World War I, he served with the
Royal Army Service Corps on the
supply boats at Boulogne-sur-Mer
in France as a butcher providing
meat rations to the front line. He
became a Mason in 1927.
Regrettably his grandfather died
when Ian was six and it was his
grandmother who spoke fondly of
Freemasonry in general and how
it had been a catalyst for his
grandfather's self-improvement.
Ian also recalls that as a youngster
he would observe his father, early
in the morning, ironing his own
shirts (unusual for the time, but
true!) and muttering under his
breath by way of rehearsing his
Lodge ritual work before leaving
for work as a civil servant in the

Ministry of Defence where he
produced ﬂight manuals for
ﬁghter aircraft.
Ian was born in Beckenham and
subsequently lived in Lee in South
East London. At the age of eleven
he won a scholarship to St
Dunstan’s College at Catford, an
independent boys’ school dating
from the reign of King Henry VI.
Notable alumni included Martin
Evans, Nobel Prize winner for
Genetics; The Very Reverend
John Hall, Dean of Westminster
Abbey and perhaps more
familiarly, Baron Grade of
Yarmouth, Executive Chairman of
ITV and Chuka Umunna, the
current Shadow Business
Secretary. He became Head Boy
and after completing an extra year
of sixth form to enable him to
complete the Cambridge entrance
exams, won a place at Jesus
College, (see page 15 for a
coincidence in Cambridge
Colleges in this edition of arena!)
where he was to study modern
languages.
Ian was by now however,
ambivalent about the need for
further education and at the age
of nineteen decided that he had
enough and wanted a proper job.
However, there were ties between
the school and Cambridge and
although he despaired at the
prospect of yet more “schooling”
he states that he was not brave
enough to say no and thus he
succumbed to the pressure of
expectation. Nevertheless, after
one term at Cambridge, Ian had
had enough and decided to return
home to London. He then took
and passed the Civil Service
Executive Ofﬁcer examination and
went to work in the Lord
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ABOVE: Ian, his father and brother at the initiation of his son, Mark.
RIGHT: Ian with the First Grand Principal of the Netherlands.
Chancellor’s Department in the
Court of Protection. True to his
aspirations he joined his father’s
lodge, Abbey Lodge Westminster No.
2030, aged twenty one. Ian states
that there was never a doubt that he
would become a Freemason. He
recalls that in his early enthusiasm
for masonry he managed to read the
Book of Constitutions from
beginning to end and that his ﬁrst
piece of work in the Lodge was the
Charge after Initiation!
Weekly attendance at Lodge of
Instruction was part of the regime of
the Lodge and with four or ﬁve
young men eager to progress, the
Lodge was fairly competitive. At this
time Ian had no qualms about what
he had let himself in for and still felt,
instinctively, that Masonry was for
him. About a year after his Raising
he went on the Lodge "ladder" and
by the time he was twenty nine, was
Master of the Lodge. After his year
as IPM, he became the Assistant
Secretary of the Lodge and aspired to
become the Secretary, a role which
he gained in 1990 and has held ever
since. Exaltation into Holy Royal
Arch came in 1983, when both he
and his brother were exalted in a
double ceremony where “Dad” acted
as Principal Sojourner. This was in
Abbey Chapter Westminster 2030.
In the meantime Ian had met and
married Valerie and started his
family of two sons, Mark and
Michael. His career in the Civil
SPRING 2014

Service was put to one side as a
business opportunity arose,
which allowed Ian and his
brother Trevor, also a mason in
Abbey Lodge, to buy into a
London taxi accident repair
business in the East End, a
business which has grown
over the years and which still thrives
today. The beneﬁt of selfemployment was evident in that it
gave Ian the chance to work and
enjoy his Masonic commitments
without detriment to either.
Ian’s son Mark seems to have
emulated his father by joining a
Lodge, aged twenty one just thirteen
days after his birthday. The Lodge
was the Old Dunstonian 5662, which
Ian had joined in 1987. Now at
twenty ﬁve Mark is Junior Warden
and may even beat his father by
possibly being the youngest Master
of a Lodge in the Currans household.
Mark studied at Royal Holloway
College, University of London taking
an MA in History. Younger son,
Michael, aged 20 is still studying
English and Creative Writing at
Royal Holloway College and has
ambitions to go into the Church. A
Masonic career may also beckon - it
would be hard to break the tradition.
Ian's Masonic involvement
expanded, as shown earlier, into the
two Lodges as well as Jubilee
Masters and he joined a second
Chapter too, having been persuaded
to join St John’s Chapter No 90. It

Five things you didn't
know about Ian Currans:

1 Shares a birthday (16 May)
with fellow Royal Arch
Leaders Keith Tallon and
Chris Clark.
2 Despite living all his life
south of the Thames, is an
avid Wigan Warriors fan.
3 Has four chains in his
wardrobe!
4 Co-wrote all the ritual for
the Order of the Scarlet
Cord, where he is Deputy
Grand Summus.
5 Has seen the West End
musical Mamma Mia
seventy-four times.
7

was at this time that he met E. Comp
Jack Cullip, when Jack was
appointed VGO to Abbey Chapter
and a link was forged when they
realised that they were both Old
Dunstonians. Beyond this however,
Jack recognised Ian’s abilities and
promotion followed, such that the
age of forty-three, Ian was appointed
a Grand Ofﬁcer in the Holy Royal
Arch. Craft Grand Rank followed and
subsequently on receiving a phone
call from Michael Ward, he became a
Metropolitan Grand Inspector in
2011, again with special
responsibility for the Royal Arch. To
make it a Chapter hat-trick, he has
just been appointed Assistant
Metropolitan Grand
Master/Superintendent, again with
special responsibility for the Holy
Royal Arch.
Whilst Ian does regard himself as
representing both Craft and Chapter,
he also sees himself very much a
Royal Arch man and when asked
about what he would leave by way of
legacy he was keen to state that it
was important to transmit
enthusiasm for the Order and that
there should be an understanding

within Chapter of
where the story
lies within the
historical context
of the Temples at
Jerusalem. His
vision is that
Chapters will
develop good
ritual whilst
understanding
and enjoying the
story and having
a good time
afterwards.
Ian at work.
There is no
doubt that Ian
has fulﬁlled his
youthful
dreams and his Masonic career is
testament to this fulﬁlment not in
only in the Craft and Holy Royal
Arch but in other Orders. It would be
fair to say that he is equally wellknown at Mark Masons’ Hall, where
he has achieved high ofﬁce in many
of the Orders administered from that
building.
So what’s next? “Well, we need to
get Michael in,” says Ian. “When he’s
back from Uni and Trevor, Mark and

SUBSCRIPTION TO
M E T R O P O L I TA N

I are at the Old Dunstonians, he’s
home alone, has to cook his own
dinner. So he has to come in. I can’t
bear the guilt. Anyway, we’re
building a dynasty, aren’t we?”

arena

Interested in the "Men at the Top" series but prefer to read it in your armchair rather than at the desk?
We have had many readers saying that they would prefer
to read a printed copy of arena and that they don't enjoy
reading it on their iPad, or computer screen. If that is the
case for you and you would be interested in subscribing
for a copy, click below to complete the form

Subscription
Information:
CLICK HERE to
purchase a
year's
subscription to
arena.

Your name:
Address:

electronically or print and ﬁll out the form below. The
cost is £18.00 for a year’s subscription but clearly if there
were signiﬁcant numbers, that would drop. The data
collected below will only be used for this purpose.



Telephone:
email:

Fill in the form here online or print and return this form to:
The Subscriptions Manager, arena, MetGL/MetGC, PO Box 29055, London WC2B 5UN

WINTER
2012
WINTER
8
2013

88
ISSUE 16

LONDON
LUNCHTIMERS
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W. Bro Mike Pinfield, SLGR, Webmaster and Secretary
of the phenomenon known as Lunchtimers explains...

T

hese days we always hear about
lodges when they celebrate
centenaries, and even greater
milestones. Usually, such an
occasion is accompanied by visits
from Masons who are proud take
part in the continuing history of the
Lodge enjoying its ‘special’ event.
London Lunchtimers actually does
share something with each and
every such lodge – tradition. When
LLs’ founders started off in 1995 they
realised that, as it wasn’t an actual
lodge, they had to produce
something special that would make
people want to come back. Opening
its doors to anyone with a positive
interest in Freemasonry, whether

already a Mason or not, was one of
the keys. A convenient central
location, a warm and friendly
atmosphere, a reasonably priced
lunch and an interesting subject
from a variety of guest speakers
proved to be the way forward.
The format the Founders came up
with is now ﬁrmly established as LLs
tradition. Masons and non-Masons of
all ages, from all walks of life, Lady
Masons too – it’s a wonderful eclectic
mix – and all with a common
interest in Freemasonry. Those who
are considering joining the Craft are
encouraged by existing brethren to
attend so they can meet a wider
circle of Masons before making any

ﬁnal decisions.
By its very existence, LLs has been
able to provide support to ailing
Lodges in the past, and over the last
18 years many a Mason has been
Initiated having found the right
lodge by becoming a Lunchtimer.
Come along and judge for yourself –
consider it a bi-monthly ‘White Table’
if you will - and put the next two
meetings in your diary, because at
one of them, this year's Prestonian
Lecturer will be joining us as a
speaker! For more details see:
Web: www.lunchtimers.org
Email: secretary@lunchtimers.org

A FEAST OF
EMULATION RITUAL
O

These splendid silver columns belong to
the Emulation Lodge of Instruction.

New brother Luke Elford, of
Fenchurch Lodge No 5663,
attended the Emulation
Lodge of Improvement
Annual Festival 2014 and
enjoyed himself hugely.
This is his report...

10

n Friday, 28th February
2014, Emulation Lodge of
Improvement welcomed
brethren from across London
and the surrounding provinces
to their Annual Festival.
Emulation Lodge of
Improvement has been meeting
since 2nd October 1823 and
currently meets at Freemason’s
Hall on Friday evenings at
6:15pm, where they
demonstrate each of the four
ceremonies. Emulation Lodge
of Improvement also
demonstrates the Lectures of
the three degrees, and goes
through these in such a way
that each Lecture Section is
worked twice in a year.
Some 223 brethren attended
the Annual Festival, which was
held in the magniﬁcent
surroundings of Temple 10 and
presided over by RW Bro. Roger
Croome, Pro Provincial Grand
Master for Middlesex. After a
procession of Grand Ofﬁcers
into the Lodge, the work got
underway in earnest with W
Bro. Clive Smith, PM assisting
in working Section 1 of the 1st
Lecture. W Bro. Huw Shooter
PProvSGD (Middx.), SLGR and
member of Emulation Lodge of
Improvement’s Committee,
acted as Worshipful Master
posing the necessary questions.
This was followed by W Bro.
David Thompson PProvGReg
(Surrey), who continued with
Section 5 of the 1st Lecture. Bro.
Shooter then vacated the Chair
of King Solomon in favour of
Emulation Lodge of
Improvement’s Senior Member,
VW Bro. Graham Redman,
PGSwdB, DepGSec who was
assisted by W Bro. Stephen
Turner, PM, in performing
section 2 of the 2nd Lecture and
Bro. Clive Fennell, who
demonstrated Section 5 of the
2nd Lecture. All of the lecture

Assistants gave mesmerising
performances, reeling off long
and complex passages with
feeling and comparative ease.
Historically, the Lectures
were a way of teaching ritual to
the brethren, as they describe
in detail the ritual of the three
degrees of Freemasonry, whilst
also describing their moral and
symbolic signiﬁcance. They
contain some particularly
beautiful passages. For example,
the illustration of the six
periods of creation found in
section 2 of the 2nd Lecture as
delivered beautifully by Bro.
Turner.
At the conclusion of the
meeting the brethren retired to
the Grand Connaught Rooms for
an excellent three-course meal
with wine. The meal was
accompanied by speeches from
the Festival President, the
Senior Member, and Emulation
Lodge of Improvement
committee member, W Bro.
George Georgio LGR, who gave
a special toast to The Lodge of
Unions No 256, the sponsor of
Emulation Lodge of
Improvement. The festive board
was very well attended with 160
brethren dining, making the
sound of “Emulation ﬁre” all the
more impressive.
All in all, it was a wonderful
evening. The brethren of
Emulation Lodge of
Improvement served up a real
treat in terms of both ritual and
hospitality. Brethren should
note the Preceptors Festival will
be held at Freemasons' Hall on
June 27th - roll on Summer!
If any brother requires more
information regarding
Emulation Lodge of
Improvement then please
contact W Bro. Scott Cargill,
LGR by email at
secretary@emulationloi.org.
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THE CONSECRATION OF
CITY GATE LODGE No. 9890
I

t is not given to many Metropolitan
Masons to witness the consecration
of a new Lodge. However, on
Wednesday 18th December 2013 over
ﬁfty founding members with their
supporters and a host of guests and
other visitors numbering in excess of
four hundred from both Metropolitan
Grand Lodge and Provincial Grand
Lodges took their place in the Grand
Temple in Freemasons’ Hall. City Gate
Lodge is a Lodge for Security
Professionals and Liverymen of the
City of London, its founders being
connected with the professional
security industry in some way. The
Lodge name stems from the fact that
in historical times the City Gates were
an important part of the physical
security of the City of London. It
follows of course, a very long tradition
of Masonic Lodges springing from City
Livery Companies.
The idea of a new Lodge for Security
Professionals started in 2010 when
Liverymen of the Worshipful Company
of Security Professionals [No. 108]
gathered at the Mansion House to
celebrate the granting of a Royal
Charter to the Company. A year later
there were 67 Brethren prepared to
form a Lodge, most of whom were
members of the Livery and St.
Catherine’s Lodge No. 3743 declared
their support. In 2012, MetGL agreed
to issue Petition Forms, and the MW
the Grand Master was pleased to
accede to the prayer.
The Brethren assembled in the
Grand Temple whilst the founder
members and the Consecrating Team
led by the Metropolitan Grand Master,
RW Bro Russell John Race JP DL
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accompanied by the
RW Bro Michael Ward
along with other
senior ofﬁcers of
Metropolitan Grand
Lodge took their
places. After the
opening of a Lodge in
all three degrees and
the singing of the
opening hymn, the
Metropolitan Grand
Master addressed the
Lodge and stated that
the three year period from inception
and the founding of thenew Lodge was
not to be taken lightly and was a test of
resolve of its proposers, especially in
the light of the closure of lodges.
After an opening prayer given by the
Metropolitan Grand Chaplain, W Bro
Canon David P E Reindorp TD,
PAGChap, the petitioners took their
place around the Lodge Board and the
Consecrating Ofﬁcer examined the
Warrant from the MW Bro. HRH the
Duke of Kent, and the warrant was
read out. The petitioners then gave
their approval to the new Lodge
Ofﬁcers named in the warrant. After
this an oration was given by the
Metropolitan Grand Chaplain who with
a little humour and also with some
seriousness said that history was being
made and that it was up to the
members of the new Lodge to write
that history; the humour being
expressed in his statement that with so
many security professionals present
that his “kit” was safe in the Grand
Ofﬁcers’ robing room.
The Lodge was then duly
consecrated by the Metropolitan Grand

Master with several perambulations
around the Lodge Board ﬁrst scattering
Corn, the symbol of Plenty and
Abundance. Wine, the symbol of Joy
and Cheerfulness was then poured
followed by the pouring of Oil
representing Peace and Unanimity.
Finally, Salt, the symbol of Friendship
and Fidelity was sprinkled.The Lodge
was then dedicated and the
Metropolitan Grand Chaplain amidst
the perfume of incense proceeded
around the Lodge with the censor.
The Lodge was then duly
constituted. At this time the Master’s
Chair was handed over to the Deputy
Metropolitan Grand Master RW Bro
Michael Ward PJGW who obligated and
proceeded to install the Master
Designate of the new Lodge W Bro
Trevor C Gray, SLGR, PPJGD (Kent).
The new Master then installed his
Lodge Ofﬁcers. The Lodge was then
closed.
There is no doubt that this was an
historic occasion and to have been a
witness to such an event was, indeed, a
privilege.
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The Unison
Chapter 4761
W. Bro Stan Marut
tells of the pleasure
felt at "saving" a
Chapter...

CARBON LODGE
HAS "ANOTHER"
CENTENARY
C
onsecrated in 1902,
Carbon Lodge No. 2910
celebrated its centenary in
2002, but on Friday, 24th
January 2014, the lodge played
host to a very different kind of
centenary. W.Bro. Howard
Pountney, SLGR, who
celebrated his 100th birthday
on 22nd November 2013
conducted a double Initiation
in Temple 15 at Freemasons’
Hall. Forty brethren including
several Grand Ofﬁcers were on
hand to watch W.Bro Howard
Initiate Bros. Paul Warwick and
Neil Hannah into the Craft.
It is safe to say that all those
present, regardless of seniority,
were lost for words at the skill
and feeling with which W.Bro.
Howard conducted not only
the ceremony of initiation, but
also explained the First Degree
working tools and delivered the
Charge After Initiation. A
particularly poignant moment
came when W.Bro. Howard
helped each newly made
brother rise following his
Obligation. That the combined
age of both Bros. Warwick and
Hannah is still 41 years shy of
W.Bro. Howard’s 100 was
certainly not lost on the
brethren. It was a rare treat to
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see ritual of such quality, and
an even rarer treat to see it
delivered by a centenarian!
The fantastic ritual displayed
by W.Bro. Howard was not the
only heart-warming aspect of
Carbon Lodge’s January
meeting. There was also a
notable family connection
within the lodge, Bro. Paul
Warwick being conducted
around the lodge room by his
father, W.Bro. Mark Warwick as
Junior Deacon, and presented
to his brother (in the familial
sense), Bro. Anthony Warwick,
the Lodge’s Junior Warden.
This continues something of a
tradition in Carbon Lodge as
Master Elect, W.Bro. Ian
Smerdon, PAGDC, had also
been Initiated by a member of
his family. It was, however,
W.Bro. Howard who rightly
took centre stage and the
applause from the brethren
was nothing short of rapturous.
Carbon Lodge did not
disappoint at the Festive Board
either which, appropriately
enough given the time of year,
had a Burns Night theme;
W.Bro. Frank Bridgwater, LGR,
delivering an excellent “toast to
the haggis.” Sufﬁce to say, a
great evening was had by all!

F

rom time to time in the life of a Lodge or
Chapter there may come a moment when
the members consider that they have done as
much as they can to sustain the unit. For
whatever reason, no candidates come forward
and the same old faces occupy the Chair or
assume the role of Principals for the umpteenth
time. Such a situation occurred recently when
Scribe E of the Chapter put the resolve of the
members to the test in the hope that this would
encourage a new generation of Companions,
albeit joining members at ﬁrst, to sustain the
Chapter in the longer term and encourage “new
blood” to become Exaltees. The summons for the
January convocation held on Tuesday 7th
contained a motion to the effect that this
meeting would be the last of the Chapter prior to
de-consecration. In the meantime, Scribe E,
members of The Unison Lodge and Chapter and
other Brethren and Companions worked
extremely hard to seek support from fellow
Masons to prevent the Chapter closing.
It was with great gladness and joy that the
motion was defeated and in the presence of the
Metropolitan Grand Inspector, E.Comp Mark L
Perkins PGSoj, the SVO E Comp Pat Gaffney
PAGDC and the VO E Comp Laurie Shaffer
SLGCR, two joining members were admitted that
evening with a further three to be admitted at
the next meeting and a visitor ready to join at
the meeting after that. This shows what can be
achieved by Freemasons in a spirit of
brotherhood and affording relief when most
needed. The Chapter name aptly describes this
working together of its members and
supporters, "in unison" to prevent its closure. It
may be no surprise that the musical analogy is
well founded, since many of the Chapter's
original members were professional musicians,
as may be seen when looking at the Chapter's
badge.
The Unison Chapter 4761 can now look
forward to a period of growth with newer
companions ready to take on the mantel of
Ofﬁce. The next regular meeting of the Unison
Chapter will take place on the ﬁrst Thursday in
May 2014 at Freemasons Hall at 5.30pm and
visitors would be most welcome. Contact can be
made with Scribe E by e mail at
Matt@thehampsons.org.
ISSUE 16
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WESTFIELD LODGE
No 3686 CENTENARY
Bro Daniel Rein attended this celebration
of the lodge's first 100 years held at the West London
Masonic Centre He reports the event as follows:

“

The story of the Westﬁeld
Lodge began in 1913 when ﬁve
men, who were employed at an
electricity work in South Ealing,
discovered they were all
Freemasons and came up with
the idea of founding a new lodge.
It was not long before their
enthusiasm had spread to others,
and on 20 May that year, thirteen
brethren met at Westﬁeld House
in order to discuss the proposal.
Seven months later, on
Wednesday 17 December 1913,
Westﬁeld Lodge was Consecrated
by the Grand Secretary, VW Bro
Sir Edward Letchworth, at the
Clarendon Restaurant in
Hammersmith.” writes W Bro
Keith L Florence, PAGPurs, in his
book: ‘A Short history of the
Westﬁeld Lodge No 3686’. One
hundred years to the day, the
current Worshipful Master W Bro
C. E. Clark, PGStB, had called an
Emergency Meeting to celebrate
the Centenary of the Lodge.
After opening the Lodge and
the reading of the Dispensation,
the Brethren received the
Metropolitan Grand Master R W
Bro Russell Race and other
distinguished Brethren. Bro.
Florence in his role as secretary
of the Lodge gave a very
interesting condensed lecture of
the history of the Lodge, after
which the Metropolitan Grand
Secretary David Swain read out
the Centenary Warrant, and the
Metropolitan Grand Master
presented it to the Worshipful
Master. The attending Chaplain,
gave an oration comparing
historical events from the time of
the Lodge consecration.
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Upon receiving a cheque from
the Worshipful Master (which
brings the Lodge contribution to
the MMC to over £5000), the
Metropolitan Grand Master
thanked the Lodge for its
generous contributions to charity,
mentioning the struggle many
charities are facing in the current
economic climate, and how a
contribution from the MMC,
sometimes is the deciding factor
in whether a charity makes or
breaks, thus stressing the
importance of Masonic charity.
Westﬁeld Lodge retains one
direct link with the Founders
When the Lodge Nestor, W Bro
Michael Chard, LGR. was
initiated in 1953, two of them
were still members of the Lodge.
To conclude this story, I would
like to quote, again from W Bro
Keith Florence’s excellent short
history; “Brethren I would like to
conclude with a message from
the Founders - by quoting W Bro
George Watts, PGStB, the Primus
Secretary, who held ofﬁce for
forty years. At the 21st
Anniversary meeting in 1934, he
ended his address to the Brethren
with this exhortation, the words
of which, though spoken almost
80 years ago, I believe are just as
relevant to us today. He said: “We
Founders who are decreasing in
number, say to you with all
seriousness - Look to your Lodge,
endeavour to keep up the
reputation we have held since
the time of its Consecration, and
may you and your children enjoy
for many years the friendship
and happiness which has reigned
in our dear old Westﬁeld Lodge.”

Clerkenwell
Lodge of
Installed
Masters
supports
Islington
Music
School

I

n 2006, as part of the Lodge’s Tenth
Anniversary Charity Fund the then
Worshipful Master of Clerkenwell Lodge of
Installed Masters No. 9628, W. Bro Peter
Mitchell, proposed that the Lodge provide
ﬁnancial support to the Islington Music School
(a local community project) to assist in the
purchase of much needed musical instruments.
The School provides music lessons in the
evenings and weekends for children and young
adults, regardless of ability to pay, thus giving
many access to a musical education that would
not normally be available to them.
The School currently operates out of two
centres, Hargrave Park and Canonbury, and the
Lodge has continued its support by providing
keyboards and specialist headphones for both
centres. In gratitude for the donation of the
original four Yamaha P140 keyboards the
School gave a recital to the Brethren at
Clerkenwell during a ‘Call-off’ in 2007 which
was warmly received by all present and it is
hoped that the School will visit the Lodge again
in the not-too-distant future.
The picture shows, during a recent visit to the
Canonbury Centre, one of the latest keyboards
presented to the School by the Lodge with,
from l-r, W. Bro Peter Mitchell, W. Bro Colin
Brookman (current Charity Steward) and Orlin
Dimitrov (Director Hargarve Park &Canonbury
Music Centres). The picture was taken by Len
Cunningham, Director, Arts First CIC, the
governing body for music education in
Islington and the driving force behind the
creation of this musical hub of excellence.
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S O W H Y S H O U L D I V I S I T. . .

Rahere Lodge No 2546?
We continue our fascinating journey through London's
specialist lodges with the briefest of looks at the Medical Lodges
of London. As ever, space is too limited to do anything other
than skim the surface, but we start with the bold premise that
there were Doctors Lodges, Hospital Lodges (which might
include Porters to Physicians) and "specialist" Lodges such as
No. 2620 Cavendish (Medical, Dental & Allied Medical
Sciences), No. 7715 John Snow Lodge (Anaesthetists), No. 8980,
Roentgen Lodge (Radiographers) to give but a small flavour of
the breadth that there was. Rahere Lodge has its own archivist,
W. Bro Trevor Dutt, SLGR, who takes up the story...

R

ahere Lodge No 2546 was
established “for the convenience
of the staff and students at the
Hospital of Saint Bartholomew,
London” and was consecrated in the
Great Hall of the Hospital on 29th
June 1895. The Lodge derives its
name from Prior Rahere who
founded the Hospital in 1123 as well
as the Priory Church of St
Bartholomew situated nearby.
Although noted in his youth for his
wit and repartee, Rahere was
probably a cleric rather than a
minstrel or Court jester as has been
suggested; he was certainly a Canon
of St Paul’s Cathedral before
becoming a Prior.
The Consecration ceremony was
performed by the MW Bro. the Right
Honourable the Earl of Lathom, Pro
Grand Master, assisted by The Most
14

Worshipful The Grand Master,
H.R.H. the Prince of Wales (who was
also the President of St
Bartholomew’s Hospital), in the
presence of H.R.H. the Crown Prince
of Denmark, the Most Worshipful
Grand Master of Denmark, and a
very distinguished company of
Freemasons including
representatives of the Craft from
India, the United States, and the
Straits Settlements. A banquet at the
Albion Tavern attended by 142
Brethren followed the Consecration
and consisted of 19 separate dishes
arranged in nine courses
accompanied by six wines. The
foundation of Rahere Lodge was
sponsored by United Studholme
Alliance Lodge No 1591 which, two
years later, also sponsored the
foundation of another London
hospital Lodge, St Mary’s Hospital’s
Sancta Maria Lodge No 2682.
However, Rahere Lodge itself was
the sponsoring Lodge for no less
than eight “daughter” Lodges six of
which were associated with London
teaching hospitals. Sadly, three of
these have had to surrender their
warrants in recent years.
Initially, the ordinary meetings of
the Lodge were held at Frascati’s
Restaurant in Oxford Street but soon
after 1900 they moved to Oddenino’s
Imperial Restaurant in the Strand

until 1925 when they moved again to
Gatti’s Restaurant near Liverpool
Street Station remaining there until
1932. Thereafter the regular
meetings were held in Freemasons'
Hall, dining afterward in the
Connaught Rooms although, until
the Second World War, the
Installation meetings were almost all
held in the Great Hall by
Dispensation, a tradition that was
not resumed until 1953. Only two
meetings have ever been cancelled,
November 1939 and November 1940,
due, as is recorded in the Minute
Book, to “the conditions brought
about by the war with Germany”.
In 1989 the Lodge moved its venue
again, this time to the Butchers’ Hall,
situated just outside the North wall
of St Bartholomew’s Hospital, where
all the Lodge meetings, including
Installations, were held. However,
unlike some other London Hospital
Lodges, Rahere’s relationship with
the Hospital were always amicable
(in 1995 the Centenary celebrations
were held in the Great Hall) and in
2009, after successful negotiations
with the Hospital authorities, the
Lodge moved back to its original
home in the Great Hall of the
Hospital where it now meets and
dines.
The Great Hall was built in 1732
and the panels on the walls record
14
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RIGHT: Engraving of the
Consecration of Rahere Lodge
2546 from the Illustrated
London News (July 6th 1895)
Vol. 107, No. 2933 (The inset
portrait at bottom left is of Dr
Clement Godson, the first
Master of the Lodge.)

the many donations received by the
Hospital over the past 280 years.
The Hall is approached by a
magniﬁcent staircase on the walls
above which are the two famous
painting by William Hogarth (16971764), “The Pool of Bethesda” and
“The Good Samaritan”. Within the
Great Hall large movable screens
formerly held portraits of famous
“Bart’s men” of the past but the rising
cost of insuring such valuable works
of art means that they are now kept
in secure storage and the Lodge is
exploring ways in which the screens
can be restored to their former
function.
In 2000, W Bro. Alexander
(“Sandy”) Greer, now sadly passed to
the Grand Lodge above, suggested to
the then Master of Rahere Lodge that
a new association of Lodges should
be formed and so “AMULL” (the
Association of Medical, University
and Legal Lodges) was born. The
ﬁrst of the highly successful Annual
AMULL Festivals was hosted by
Rahere Lodge in the Great Hall of
the Hospital in September, 2001 and
the Lodge also hosted the seventh, in
Haberdasher’s Hall, and the tenth,
back in the Great Hall again.
The Lodge meets four times each
year, on the 4th Tuesday in
SPRING 2014

January, April, June (Installation)
and October and has an associated
Holy Royal Arch Chapter also
meeting in the Great Hall on the 4th
Tuesday of February, May
(Installation) and November. In the
Lodge the Emulation ritual is worked
and the standard is good; the
Brethren are encouraged to attend
the St Luke’s Lodge of Instruction
and a rehearsal is usually held a few
days before each meeting. The
membership of the Lodge includes
several senior Grand Ofﬁcers but
also a good proportion of younger
Brethren and the Lodge participates
in the “University Scheme”.
Being a “hospital lodge”, the
majority of Rahere members are in
the medical profession or work in a
related ﬁeld but a medical
qualiﬁcation is not a prerequisite for
membership. In 1897 a Warrant was
issued by the Grand Master which

grants to all subscribing Master
Masons of the Lodge the right to
wear a distinctive breast jewel. The
jewel is very unusual as the image of
Rahere is surmounted by a Prince of
Wales coronet to commemorate the
Grand Master's participation in the
Consecration ceremony and also
because the warrant states that the
jewel may be worn on any Masonic
occasion.
In addition to the Lodge and the
Holy Royal Arch Chapter, there is an
associated Lodge for Mark Master
Masons, Abernethy Lodge No 569
which has a Royal Ark Mariner
Lodge attached. Abernethy Lodge
meets three times a year in Mark
Masons’ Hall, St James’s Street.
Visitors to Rahere Lodge can be
assured of a warm welcome at
meetings of this well established and
ﬂourishing Lodge in historic and
beautiful surroundings.
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THE NEW ASSISTANT
GRAND MASTER
Readers will want to join arena in congratulating RW Bro. Sir David Wootton on
becoming the Assistant Grand Master at the recent quarterly communication of Grand
Lodge, but may be forgiven for also asking what that has to do with us as Masonic
Londoners? The answer is very simple. Sir David is a Masonic Londoner, Initiated,
Passed and Raised here and indeed, until relatively recently, only a London Mason. It's
not our intention to look in detail at his life, but merely to introduce him to those within
the Metropolitan area who know little more than his name and perhaps to display more
than a little pride in having a London Mason in such a high office.

D

uring his time at University in
Cambridge, Bro. Sir David was a
very keen oarsman, having
previously been a rower at home in
Yorkshire whilst a student at
Bradford Grammar School. He thus
joined the Jesus College crew in his
ﬁrst year, later becoming Captain of
a victorious Jesus boat in 1972. He
describes himself as having "studied
Rowing, but taken his degree in
Classics and Law", which gives an
idea of how keen he was! Many of
the rowing team's coaches were
college alumni and a good collegiate
(one might say fraternal!) spirit was
present between members of the
current crews and those of
yesteryear, many of whom now
occupied senior roles in the business
community in London. Indeed, he
recalls, when one of the coaches
observed of one of David's crew
members, that he "had met up with
his Dad just the other day", he
thought nothing of it other than
another display of college boating
team spirit. In fact, he later learned
that the meeting referred to was in
fact a lodge meeting!
As he graduated at the age of 22,
he was approached by one of the
senior coaches (W. Bro Langton,
LGR, a senior underwriting agent at
Lloyd's, as it happens) about
becoming a Mason. He agreed to be
interviewed for Argonauts Lodge No.
2243 thinking he was joining another
rowing club with some Freemasonry
attached, as it had been mentioned
that many past rowers, whom he
knew or knew of, were members. In
16

fact he remembers his interview as
having been rather the reverse, as it
was in fact Freemasonry with rowing
attached, as a belief in a supreme
being does not normally appear in
rowing club requirements! Be that
as it may, he was initiated in
December 1975 and at the
restoration of light found that he was
surrounded by the college's rowing
coaches! Further links abounded,
Argonauts met at that time in the
Old Library in the old Lloyd's
building,( the connection to Bro.
Langton above, already apparent to
our readers) and it dined across the
bridge, in the "Captain's Room", the
in-house dining facility of Lloyd's,
whose Head Waiter just happened to
be the lodge Tyler!
Bro. Sir David joined Allen &
Overy, now one of the top half dozen
global law ﬁrms, in 1973 and by the
age of 29 had become a partner.
Eventually leading the company's
very successful Mergers and
Acquisitions department, he still
found time to attend lodge, but notes
that if he had not been working in a
profession that expected its members
to be out of the ofﬁce ("at clients")
and had the lodge not been meeting
a relatively short distance away and
starting its work at 17:45, his
Masonic life could have been very
different! He joined Castle Chapter
of Harmony No. 26 in 1984. In his
professional life, he and the
departments he ran were extremely
successful but, he recalls, it became
clear to him over time that whilst he
enjoyed his work immensely, he

enjoyed being "the front man" far
more than managing people and this
is something to which we will return
shortly.
He was Master of the Argonauts
Lodge in 1987/88, acting as
Installing Master for the Lodge's
Centenary. Shortly afterwards, he
was made Lodge DC, a post he held
for the next eleven years (attending
every meeting), before giving it up
in 2000, having been awarded LGR.
In 2002 he was elected to serve as a
Common Councilman on the
Corporation of the City of London.
He had already served as a Court
Assistant in his livery company, the
Worshipful Company of Fletchers
and had gained a strong interest in
the governance of the City itself (in
which the livery companies take a
large part) so this move was logical.
By 2005 however, already aware, as
noted above, that his forte was
leading from the front as a
performer rather than as a manager
and reckoning that he would make a
better Lord Mayor than a councillor
or committee man, he stood
successfully as Alderman, the ﬁrst
step towards that possibility. In 2007
he was appointed PAGReg and in the
following year, he was invited to join
Lodge of Antiquity No. 2
In 2009, he was elected a Sheriff of
the City and in 2011 he was elected
the 684th Lord Mayor of the City of
London. Traditionally, if the new
Lord Mayor is already a Mason, the
Mastership of Guildhall Lodge (the
lodge of the City Corporation) is
offered and Sir David accepted this
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in 2012, having been a member of
the lodge since 2002. Brethren may
remember Sir David's role as Lord
Mayor at the national Diamond
Jubilee celebration service at St.
Paul's Cathedral when he greeted the
Queen outside St Paul's, clad in his
ermine-trimmed ceremonial robe,
before preceding her up the stairs
and down the aisle holding the
splendid Pearl Sword aloft as he did
so, in white gloved hands. One
suspects that those gloves may have
been used in other places with
which we are familiar!
Sir David is married to Lady Liz
Wootton and has four children, two
girls and two boys and lives in
Sevenoaks. His interests outside
Masonry and rowing include music
and dance (he is Chairman of
Northern Ballet and a Trustee of the
National Opera Studio. He remains
active as an Alderman of the City of
London and continues to help the
Government with the UK’s global
trade and investment effort. He is a
trustee of the King’s Fund, a medical
policy charity, and chairman of
Local Partnerships LLP, 50/50 owned
by the Treasury and the Local
Government Association, and was
until recently Chairman of the
Charles Dickens Museum.
Rather interestingly, he was
recently able to combine his
Masonry with the great pleasure of
becoming a founder of a dedicated
lodge in the Province of Yorkshire,
West Riding (his ﬁrst Masonic foray
outside of London!) for those with a
close association with his old school
and thus in October 2013, he became
the Primus Master of the
Bradfordians Lodge No. 9886
When asked for his thoughts on
becoming AGM-designate, Sir David
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observed that he genuinely wishes to
play a full part in the ongoing
success of Masonry both in London
and throughout the English
constitution. On London itself he
opines that "Masonry in London is a
terriﬁc thing and I am a huge
admirer of the Metropolitan Grand
Master and his team and what they
have built in the last ten years.
London Masonry, as I know well and
as I have experienced it, permits all
sorts of variations and diversities
which reﬂect the amazing diversity
that is London!"
Bro. Sir David looks forward to his
new role and particularly to meeting
many more of his London Brethren
over the forthcoming years!
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THE SLGR INVESTITURE
AND METROPOLITAN
ANNUAL MEETING 2014
arena joined a
crowded Grand
Temple of brethren
for this flagship
London Craft event
held on March 6th.
This is a visually
stunning event
combining Masonic
ritual and
pageantry with
called-off sections
open to nonMasonic supporters
and split into two
halves divided by a
lunch; it is
therefore, an all-day
event in the grand
tradition and very
much worth
attending for its
visual splendour
alone.

T

he morning was given over to the
Investiture of those brethren receiving
Senior London Grand Rank for which,
because this is a truly "family" occasion,
open to the wives and partners of those to
be invested, it was necessary to open
Metropolitan Grand Lodge in a separate
temple. Following this formal Lodge
opening, Metropolitan Grand Lodge was
called off and the processions formed for
entrance into the Grand Temple. The three
processions (Deputy Metropolitan Grand
Superintendent and Second and Third
Metropolitan Grand Principals with full
escort, followed by visiting VIPs, followed
by the RW Metropolitan Grand Master's
escort and procession) entered the Grand
Temple – a most impressive sight,
particularly for those non-masonic friends
and family! After a warm welcome to all
from RW Bro Russell Race, the investiture
began with 144 candidates being promoted
to SLGR. This was followed by
representatives from 18 of the lodges who
had qualiﬁed for the Metropolitan Grand
Master's Outstanding Achievement Award
for the Metropolitan Masonic Charity,
being personally thanked by RW Bro
Russell Race.

The Metropolitan Grand Master then
welcomed a delegation of Air Cadets, Royal
Marine and Sea Cadets who had received
donations from the Freemasons' Grand
Charity/MMC to support their youth work.
The delegation processed into the Grand
Temple in uniform with their banners and
Cadet Gabato of the Air Cadets and Leading
Cadet Craig Symmons of the Sea
Cadetsgave short speeches of thanks for the
donations. The was ripple of suppressed
laughter, as Leading Cadet Symmons
mentioned the many positive effects that
the Sea Cadets had had on his life,
including"better behaviour at School!"
The very positive experiences of both
young men were echoed by Mr Alex
Hutson, acting Marketing &
Communications manager for the
Freemasons' Grand Charity. Alex was
attending a "masonic" meeting for the very
ﬁrst time and sent in the following personal
comments to arena: "I really enjoyed
watching the proceedings and I found the
presentations by the cadets very touching. I
was an Air Cadet in my youth, and I
received funding support from the RMTGB
that enabled me to participate in many
fantastic experiences such as adventurous
ISSUE 15
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training, Duke of Edinburgh awards
work, a gliding scholarship, ﬂying
aircraft, shooting, leadership training,
and going to residential camps
including the massive Air Cadet 2000
camp. Hearing what the cadets had
to say brought back a lot of great
memories, and it reminded me that I
will always be grateful to
Freemasonry for making everything I
mentioned possible. It's fantastic to
see that Freemasons are still
supporting cadets because the
experiences that can be gained
through this system can be life
changing."
Following an alms collection in aid
of the Metropolitan Masonic Charity
the National Anthem was sung and
the three processions retired from the
Lodge together with the newly
invested brethren and their families
to take a celebration luncheon at the
Grand Connaught Rooms.
After an excellent lunch and some
engaging and "because I can" banter
from the Metropolitan Grand
Chaplain, W. Bro Canon David
Reindorp, TD, PAGChap and the RW
Deputy Metropolitan Grand Master,
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RW Bro. Michael Ward, PJGW, it was
time for the Annual Meeting of
MetGL and the AGM of the MMC.
Again, the several processions and
escorts (of the distinguished guests,
the Deputy, the Second and the Third
Metropolitan Grand Principals, the
Past Metropolitan Grand Master) as
well as the entrance of the RW
Metropolitan Grand Master and the
ofﬁcers of Metropolitan Grand Lodge,
made brilliant visual panoply.
The minutes of the previous
meeting and the Annual Accounts
having been approved in the usual
way, the motion that annual dues be
increased by £0.41 was passed
without demur. Reports of the
Metropolitan Grand Secretary,
Almoner and Charity Steward were
taken as read before the business of
the Metropolitan Masonic Charity,
was conducted.The meeting then
moved on to the appointment, reappointment and investiture of the
Ofﬁcers of Metropolitan Grand
Lodge, (a full list of which is available
on the Porchway website). As a ﬁnal

item before his address, , The MetGM
came down onto the pavement in
Grand Lodge to meet some of the
newly made Master Masons, raised in
the twelve months prior to the
Annual Meeting. For those Master
masons, many of whom were visiting
Freemasons' Hall and the Grand
Temple for the time, this was a very
exciting and enjoyable honour.
Alms were taken and then the
National Anthem was sung with great
gusto and fervour before the meeting
was closed and the processions retired
in full splendour from the Temple.

PHOTOGRAPHIC FOR
A

longside the success of the stillfresh-in-memory "TimeOut
London" article, featured in arena
15, it is also good to be able to show
the results of two more externallyfacing episodes in Metropolitan life.
Ursula Underhill, Vilde Bjorgen and
Ellie Fleming, a group of
photography students from Kingston
University had selected the taking of
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portraits of London based
Freemasons in their regalia for a
project on Freemasonry for their
University course. As Ursula said,
"our tutors set us briefs/projects
throughout the year on which we
have tutorials and at the end, a
critique. At the end of the year
when making a portfolio, we gather
together our favourite projects

created throughout the year and
display them in a physical portfolio".
As you can see, the results were
excellent.
More recently, Mr Alfredo Falvo, a
professional photographer from Italy
based in London, enquired whether
it would be okay to take photographs
of younger Freemasons "at work and
at play". Alfredo said that his
ISSUE 16

RAYS AT FMH
was that it was extremely serious and
secretive and conﬁned to an older,
politically-oriented elite. He wished
to respectfully explore the idea that
English Freemasonry was popular
with young men in their twenties and
that it might very well be taken very
seriously but that the brethren could
also "have fun" both in and out of
regalia.
SPRING
WINTER2014
2013

Alfredo came in to take
photographs of these younger
members in Freemasons' Hall and
later over some drinks at the
Freemasons' Arms. He also joined the
brethren when they went for a curry
afterwards and will have been in no
doubt that our younger brethren have
fun! On the basis that all brethren
were young once and having seen the

good-humoured banter and joking
amongst our older brethren, observed
ﬁrst-hand by arena on its travels, we
may safely say that some things
remain eternal in English
Freemasonry!
Very sincere thanks to Bros. Allen,
Carn, Greenidge, Harris, Kongolo,
Misselke, Walsh, West and Wong for
their patience and co-operation.
21
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SENIOR APPOINTMENTS
Andrew Manasseh

Nigel Penn

Tony Shields

A

t the Annual Meeting of Metropolitan Grand
Lodge the RW Metropolitan Grand Master
expressed his thanks to a number of senior
Metropolitan ofﬁcers who were retiring following
dedicated to service to London in a variety of roles:
Paddy Johnson - AMetGM
Richard Regan - AMetGM
Paul Calderwood - AMetGM
Graham Roper - MetGInsp
Mark Perkins - MetGInsp
Peter Cook- MetGInsp
Stratton Richey - MetGChStwd (promoted)
Andrew Manasseh– MetGMentor (promoted)
These ofﬁcers are replaced by the following
promotions and appointments:
Ian Currans- promoted to AMetGM
Stephen Fenton-appointed to AMetGM
Philip Summers-promoted to AMetGM
Lt Col Christopher Head- promoted toMetGInsp*
John Hubbard- promoted to MetGInsp*
Derek Lane - promoted to MetGMentor
Andrew Manasseh- promoted to MetGInsp
Nigel Penn- promoted to MetGInsp
Stratton Richey- promoted to MetGInsp
Tony Shields- appointed to MetGChStwd
On behalf of all London brethren, arena adds its
own thanks to the outgoing team and hearty
congratulations to those promoted as they take up
their their new duties.
In the next edition of arena,following the Annual
Convocation of Metropolitan Grand Chapter, on April
3rd, we will feature the new Metropolitan Grand
Inspectors (see *) who work more closely with Royal
Arch Chapters.

Derek Lane
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2013 HRA
BICENTENARY
APPEAL UPDATE
C

ompanions and brethren
will recall that the 2013
bicentenary appeal for the Holy
Royal Arch was for the
Freemasons Research Fellowship
programme at the Royal College
of Surgeons of England. Some
ﬁnal adjustments are still being
made, so the total raised will not
be announced until the meeting
of Supreme Grand Chapter on
the 1st May. If London is
anything to go by, it will have
magniﬁcently exceeded its
target, as the £180,000 asked
from us actually brought in
£320,000!
Two of the research awards
went to doctors based in London
Hospitals; Dr Liza Osagie of the
Royal National Orthopaedic
Hospital at Stanmore and Dr
Michelle Grifﬁn of the
University College Division of
Surgery and Interventional
Science, based at the Royal Free
Hospital in Hampstead.
Specialising in Trauma &
Orthopaedic Surgery, Dr
Osagie's research is into the
improvement of bone formation
through stem-cell therapy for
implants. The numbers of jointreplacement procedures are
exponentially increasing across
the UK such that a 600% surge
in annual knee replacements is
projected by 2030. Evidence
suggests that 10% of patients
will require revision surgery and
a further 25% a third revising
procedure. In contexts of major
bone loss, implant ﬁxation is
thus severely impeded resulting
in a reduced quality of life. This
research will investigate
whether stem cells can be
treated to increase bone
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formation; this knowledge may
Dr Liza Osagie
Dr Michelle Griffin
help reduce the number of
revision surgeries, costs to the
NHS and patient morbidity,
facilitating an earlier return to
function.
Dr Grifﬁn's specialty is in
Plastic Surgery and her research
is into Nose Reconstruction
using Stem-Cells. Trauma,
cancer, skin diseases and birth
malformations cause nose
defects. Currently, nose
reconstruction uses the patient’s
own tissue from elsewhere in
the body. This is painful, has
wound-healing
complications and
patient’s available
tissue is limited. Dr
Grifﬁn's team has
performed the ﬁrst
UK nose
reconstruction for a
12 Austin Friars
patient with nasal
London EC2N 2HE
cancer, using stemcells and a unique
man-made polymer
and the research
aims to improve
their technique in
developing nasal
constructs by
modifying the
polymer’s physical
and mechanical
properties.
On behalf of
London, arena
wishes them both
and indeed, all of
the research
Recently approved, the Hall has the availability to accommodate your
fellows, success
current dates. Excellent dining and a historic setting.
with their ideas and
For more information contact
projects and looks
Ed Bolling
forward to perhaps
General Manager
reporting more in
Tel: 020 77762323
due course.

THE NEW MASONIC
MEETING VENUE IN THE CITY

Fax: 020 76003519
Email: ed.bolling@ironmongers.org

INSIDE
FREEMASONS’
HALL – A NEW
DVD

T

he Library and Museum
has commissioned a new
DVD called Inside Freemasons’
Hall which is designed to be a
souvenir for those thousands
of visitors each year who do
the tour of the building but
which also provides a glimpse
of the building for those who
have not yet been able to visit.
arena asked the Director of
the Library and Museum,
Diane Clements, about her
approach to the project.
“Since the mid 1990s, when a
video called Grand Lodge: The
Ultimate Tour was made, there
have been so many changes in
the way the building is used
and so many improvements in
its facilities, that I wanted the
DVD to reﬂect those elements
as well as being a souvenir of
some of the places that you
can see on the tour and some
that you can’t! So we have
included footage of one of the
major external events here London Fashion Week –
alongside the ﬁre bridges, new

lifts and new reception desk.
We’ve introduced a fascinating
section about the original
Goose and Gridiron tavern
where the Grand Lodge ﬁrst
met in 1717 and some
evocative pictures of the
construction of the current
Hall. Above all I wanted to
give a ﬂavour of the day to day
life here- the ofﬁce areas will
be familiar to many people but
that is shown alongside the
work that goes into setting up
over 20 lodge rooms, six days a
week, almost every week of
the year and the spectacle of
ceremonial occasions”.
The DVD was produced by
Peter Locke working with
Barry Stedman, Carl Owen and
Steve Beckett. There are some
extracts from the DVD at the
following site:
http://bit.ly/1giVven

GARIBALDI
IN LONDON
T
he Library and Museum of
Freemasonry’s next
exhibition, opening in mid May
2014, is about one of the most
famous men of the nineteenth
century- the Italian patriot,
Giuseppe Garibaldi.
In April 1864 he visited
London. He was greeted by vast
crowds, met the Prince of Wales
and dined with the nobility and
members of parliament. His
reputation crossed social
barriers so he also had meetings
with ordinary working men,
clubs and societies – including
several London Masonic lodges and with those who had fought
alongside him for Italian
reuniﬁcation, known as the
Risorgimento. During his three
week visit he planted trees,
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signed visitors books, received
gifts (Polish National Lodge No.
534 gave him one of their own
distinctive lodge jewels) and was
awarded honorary memberships
( at Salisbury Lodge No. 435, to
name but one ). Garibaldi’s
“celebrity” was marked by the
response of contemporary
media – he captivated public
opinion- and the production of
souvenirs and branded goodsincluding biscuits!
This exhibition marks the
150th Anniversary of his visit
and explores Garibaldi’s
extraordinary impact on mid
Victorian society. The
exhibition runs from 19th May29th August 2014.
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Mystery
Picture
Competition
London Masons have decided to ﬁght
back and the Mystery Picture shown in
arena 15 of December 2013 and
pictured here as Pic 1. has been
identiﬁed as part of one of the columns
of the Grand Master's Throne normally
placed in the centre of the dais in the
Grand Temple and which is shown in
closer detail as Pic.2. The winner who
correctly identiﬁed the Mystery Pic
was W. Bro. John Burnapp SLGR, of
Eclectic Lodge 1201 and he is pictured
with his winnings at Pic 3.
It only remains to show readers the
new photo at Pic 4. and to challenge
you to identify where it is taken and
what it is.
As ever, arena wishes you good luck!

Pic 2

BELOW: Your arena 16 mystery
picture challenge:
Pic 1

Pic 3

Pic 1: Last edition’s mystery picture
Pic 2: The mystery location revealed in detail.
Pic 3: Mystery picture winnner W Bro John Burnapp SLGR with his winnings.
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So what's
Secret
Monitor
all about
then?
arena’s Chris Starnes looks into the
Order of the Secret Monitor...

T

he full title of the Order is “The
Order of the Secret Monitor, or
Brotherhood of David and Jonathan,
in the British Isles and its Districts
and Conclaves Overseas”. It has its
headquarters at Mark Masons’ Hall,
86, St. James’s Street, London.
The ﬁrst references to this Order
are known to be of Dutch origin, a
document written in the last quarter
of the Nineteenth Century states that
the Order of David and Jonathan was
brought to the New World around
1658 by Dutch settlers of Jewish
descent who settled in Newport,
Rhode Island. It was brought to
England by Dr. Issacher Zackarie, a
highly acclaimed orthopaedic
surgeon and physician. In London he
became a member of the Bon Accord
Mark Lodge and there he met a
number of other brethren who had
become Secret Monitors during their
Masonic progress in other countries.
At his invitation, they met at his
house on 5th. May, 1887 and resolved
to form a Conclave to be called the
Alfred Meadows Conclave (Alfred
Meadows was a distinguished
surgeon).
Dr Zackarie had been a trusted
friend of President Lincoln of the
USA and the ﬁrst Grand Master of the
Craft Grand Lodge of California, and
together with His Honour Judge F.A.
Philbrick, Q.C., Grand Registrar of
the United Grand Lodge of England,
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was charged with the important task
of re-writing the ritual of the
Ceremony of Induction. They were
also the authors of new Ceremonies
for the Admission of a Prince of the
Order, and the Installation and
Commissioning Ceremonies of a
Supreme Ruler. At the constitution
of the Order in London in 1897, Dr
Zackarie became the ﬁrst Supreme
Ruler. There are now over 500
Conclaves spread between some 30
Provinces or Districts.
The Order is non-denominational
and open to every member of a
Regular Craft Constitution. Its rituals
and ceremonies generate a deeper
understanding of the Craft principle
of brotherly love, and demand a
higher level of commitment to their
precepts by every Brother of David
and Jonathan. Within the Order the
Supreme Being is referred to as ‘The
Almighty Friend of all Friends’, the
signiﬁcance of which can only be
fully appreciated by members of the
Order.
The story of David and Jonathan
can be read in the Book of Samuel
from Chapter 20 onwards. Jonathan,
readers may well recall, being the
son of Saul, King of Israel and of the
house of Benjamin. David, the
youngest son of Jesse, slew Goliath at
the Valley of Elah where the
Philistine army was in a standoff
with the army of King Saul.

The Regalia of the First Degree
comprises a jewel in gilt, being of two
equilateral triangles interlaced with
three arrows and charged with the
letters D and J. It is suspended from
a ribbon in the colours of the Order,
i.e. purple-orange-purple. Ofﬁcers
wear a crimson sash, four inches
wide with a gold fringe below the
frog, which also features two
interlaced triangles in metal gilt. In
the Princes (Second) Degree an
identical jewel is worn but it is
suspended from a ribbon of equal
stripes, orange-purple-orange. See
inset photographs for images of these
Jewels.
A Supreme Ruler wears the jewel of
the Order suspended from a
collarette in the colours of the
Second Degree, together with the
appropriate sash bearing the initials
SR in silver. He also wears a purple
robe with orange or gold facings. An
assembly of Secret Monitors is held
in a Conclave.
The Presiding Ofﬁcer has the title
Worthy Supreme Ruler and is seated
on the Throne of King David in the
East. The two other principal ofﬁcers
in the Conclave are the Counsellor
and Guide, the former is situated in
the South East and the latter in the
North East, facing each other. The
other regular ofﬁcers include a
Chaplain, Treasurer, Secretary,
Director of Ceremonies, four Visiting
ISSUE 16
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LEFT: OSM 1st degree jewel.
MIDDLE: OSM 2nd degree jewel.
RIGHT: Past SR Jewel for
Horatio Shirley Conclave No.5.
Deacons, the Guarder, usually four
Stewards and the Sentinel, who are
all situated so as to conveniently
discharge their respective duties.
Unique to the Order of the Secret
Monitor are the four Visiting
Deacons whose special duties also
distinguish this Order from any other
in Freemasonry, and reﬂecting the
sacred nature of their caring role
they are seated at the corners of what
is designated the Holy Ground or
Magen David in a Conclave. Magen
David refers to the ‘Shield of David’
and the two interlaced triangles
thereon. These two interlaced golden
triangles, also known as the Seal of
Solomon, were traditionally set above
the Throne of King David in
Jerusalem and are said to represent
our two-fold nature, spiritual and
material, which shape our lives and
destinies. The arrows are emblematic
of man in his uncivilised state,
relying on his own resources.
The rituals with their beautiful and
inspiring precepts, take members
back to the time when the Hebrews,
wandering defenceless in the
wilderness, forged one bond or
another for mutual protection and
support. The ritual is based on the
story of the enduring friendship that
existed between David and Jonathan,
a friendship that has become almost
proverbial as the ideal to be aimed
for. They saved each other’s lives on
SPRING 2014

countless occasions, and swore a
covenant of eternal friendship. The
bond that united David and
Jonathan, and plays such a vital part
in the lives of all Secret Monitors, is
the fact that the Covenant was made
in the presence of God.
The Head of the Order, the Grand
Supreme Ruler, is currently M. Wy.
Bro. Michael William Guest. His
retirement having already been
announced, this year has seen the
unanimous approval of R.Wy.Bro.
Paul Raymond Clement, G. Chan, as
the name to be proposed in
November 2014 for election as Grand
Supreme Ruler at the annual meeting
of Grand Conclave.
The Provincial Grand Supreme
Ruler for London is R. Wy .Bro. P. E.
Ribi. In addition to the nine founding
Conclaves making up the Province of
London, three more have been
created to make a total of twelve
active Conclaves. In the Museum at
Great Queen St, there is a ﬁne
example of a past SR Jewel for
Horatio Shirley Conclave No.5 (one
of the founding conclaves) which was
presented to V. W. Bro. H. T. Cart de
Lafontaine, 1919. (see inset

photograph). There is also a very
colourful Jewel of a Past President of
the OSM Benevolent Fund, the
design of this jewel being featured in
the current logo of the Order.
For those brethren wishing to
improve the quality of their ritual
The Premier Conclave of
Improvement offers all Brethren of
the Order the opportunity to practise
ceremonies in a friendly and
encouraging environment. The
programme of work is sufﬁciently
ﬂexible to allow all Brethren
attending the opportunity to rehearse
their respective ofﬁces. They meet at
Mark Masons’ Hall, 86 St James
Street at 7.30pm on the second
Wednesday of each month, with the
exceptions of the months of July and
August.

For those wanting to know more about the Order there is a website for the
province of London www.orderofthesecretmonitorlondon.org.uk
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CHARITY NEWS

CENTREPOINT
YOUTH
PARLIAMENT
A member of the new
Charity liaison team, W.
Bro Angus Rhodes, LGR
explains how the Charity
came in to use the Old
Board Room for one of its
meetings...

T

he Grand Charity has donated
£100,000 to support the excellent
work of Centrepoint. This Londonbased Charity enables homeless
young people to get their lives back.
It provides accommodation across
the London Boroughs in at least
thirty locations supporting
approximately one thousand young
people between the ages of sixteen
and twenty-ﬁve. Further services
include improving mental and
physical health, plus education and
training to assist them in obtaining a
career. Support lasts for up to two
years whilst they turn their lives

28

around and contact continues
thereafter. The work with young
people that made Centrepoint
famous was started in London, but it
has been so successful that it is now
working in different parts of the
country and the donation from the
Freemasons'' Grand Charity will be
used in Newcastle.
On Friday 24 January Metropolitan
Grand Lodge reinforced our support
by donating the use of the Old
Boardroom at Great Queen Street to
host the Centrepoint Parliament.
W.Bro. David Swain, MetGSec,
welcomed the Parliament members

who then held their meeting and
annual prize-giving for outstanding
achievement. A buffet, prepared by
the Metropolitan Grand Stewards
Lodge, was enjoyed thereafter.
The Parliament provides a forum to
enable young people who have
experienced homelessness, to
generate ideas and improve the lot of
their peers. This creates a powerful
voice, lobbying the Government, UK
Parliament and Local Authorities for
more dynamic and effective services
to try to ensure that no young person
is left without hope.
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ST BRIDE'S
CHURCH
FLEET
STREET

BRITISH SCHOOL
OF OSTEOPATHY
Bro. Corrado Canonici went to follow up a recent
donation to the BSO and was very pleased with
what he saw...

I
D

uring much of 2013, St Bride's
Church in Fleet Street
underwent spectacular change. Its
tower and spire have been
repaired, made safe again, cleaned
and prepared to serve another
generation.
Last year the Metropolitan Grand
Lodge of London generously
responded to the parish's 'Inspire!'
Appeal, which has left the Tower
in sparkling condition as can be
seen in the photograph above. The
Appeal remains open for the
restoration of the rest of the
church fabric The appeal
administrator said "It is by your
kindness and that of many similar
donors which has made the project
possible. Without it, the building
would have been closed!" More
details can be seen at
www.stbrides.com/inspire/.
Any brethren who wish to make
a special visit to see the St Bride's
tower in May should get in touch
by April 8th at arena@metgl.com.
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visited the British School of
Osteopathy (BSO) on 14th
January 2014, meeting the
Charity Manager, Ms Tina
Pullinger and the CEO, Mr
Charles Hunt. The BSO was given
a donation of £5,000 by the
Metropolitan Masonic Charity
(MMC) to be used to create and
maintain a therapy room. The
MMC's help has been kindly
acknowledged with an elegant
plaque placed right outside the
therapy room.
I was thoroughly impressed by
the BSO's work; indeed what I
found during my visit is that
there is much more than meets
the eye. Besides the obvious
teaching work the School
provides, there is the very
important social impact of the
BSO's Community Clinics
offering free and/or near-free
services to people in need.
The Clinic for patients with
HIV/AIDS is an entirely free
service aiming to see all patients
within a 7-day span.
The Clinic for people who are
homeless, is a free osteopathic
clinic aimed at people who have
no other ways to access
osteopathy therapies.

The Clinic for children up to 5
years old and the Clinic for older
people target two segments of the
population in dire need of help.
A further important facet of
Community Clinics is their
ability to offer much needed ﬁrsthand experience to the BSO
students. They can meet and
treat patients in the Clinics,
under supervision when
necessary, gaining valuable
experience for their professional
careers in osteopathy. I found
the School and one of the Clinics
I visited, most agreeable and well
organised. I had the chance to
talk to a couple of students and a
teacher who all sounded
competent and passionate about
their time at the BSO.
Last but not least: the BSO has
been awarded the 2013 Financial
Management Award at the
Charity Times Awards. In these
times of scarce funds, knowing
that a charity is evidently capable
of managing its funds wisely and
thrive is indeed not unimportant.
I warmly recommend the support
of the BSO. Their social impact is
important, and entirely focused
towards the London community.
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OLD
BRENTWOODS
LODGE
SPONSORS A
DEFIBRILLATOR

A

lthough a London Lodge,
members of Old
Brentwoods Lodge No. 5342
maintain close ties with their
alma mater, Brentwood
School, in Brentwood, Essex,
meeting there once a year.
When they were made aware
that the high street local to
the school was devoid of a
deﬁbrillator, they made
enquiries to see if they could
help.
Through the researches of
their Treasurer, W Bro. John
Hubbard, AGStdB, MetGInsp,
they paid £1800 for a
machine to be installed
outside the Boots Chemists
shop which sits centrally in
the High street.
The unveiling ceremony
was attended by the Master,
W. Bro Andrew Born, other
members of the Lodge and an
APGM from the Provincial
Grand Lodge of Essex, W. Bro
Cliff Thoms, PSGD. Bro.
Hubbard said, "We hope that
this may inspire other lodges
to do the same for their local
area!" Please let arena know
if it does!

A D AT E F O R
YOUR DIARY M E T R O P O L I TA N
MASONIC CONCERT
S E R I E S S TA R T S O N
J U LY 1 5 T H
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inal details are still emerging, but arena understands
that the ﬁrst of this subscription series is to take place
in Temple 1 at FMH and will be a two-piano concert
featuring the well-known "Carnival of the Animals by SaintSaëns and featuring many "well-known" brethren to recite
the accompanying lines. Future concerts are planned to
range from a "Rat Pack" tribute to a "Battle of the Organs".
Details and ticket booking will be on Porchway shortly.

F
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A YOUNG MASON SPEAKS:

MIKAEL LEVIN
Companion Levin, a law student at City Law
School, London, writes about his Exaltation into
Ravensbourne Chapter No. 1601...

I

n January 2013, I was approached
by a member of my mother lodge
– Phoenix no. 173 – about joining the
Holy Royal Arch. Admittedly, I had
no understanding or knowledge of
what the Holy Royal Arch –
affectionately known as ‘Chapter’ –
was, but what I did know was that
many of my fellow brethren had
taken the ‘next step in Freemasonry’
as it is commonly touted. In
February of the same year, I was
raised to the sublime degree of a
Master Mason and so began the
preparations for my joining a
Chapter.
Lodge members W. Bro. Oliver
Coddington and Bro. Dan Large were
to be my proposer and seconder for
my Exaltation into Ravensbourne
Chapter no. 1601. Unfortunately, it
was a Chapter in free-fall, following a
dearth of exaltations since 2005. The
Chapter would soon have been a part
of Masonic history were it not for the
efforts of Companions Oliver and
Dan, as well as E. Comp Paul
Gardner, who had taken it upon
themselves to stop the Chapter from
becoming a relic of the past.

Membership had sharply declined
but I was really eager to help in any
way I could in order to try to
helpstop its demise. The date of my
Exaltation was set very aptly for
October 31st!
I was the thankful recipient of a
complete set of well-worn Chapter
regalia from the Director of
Ceremonies of Phoenix, W. Bro. Greg
Smith, LGR and readied myself for
the meeting. The Exaltation
ceremony was performed with
precision, accuracy, and aplomb by
the incredibly able E. Comp Kyle
Alexander, MetAGDC, LGCR, friend
and also a fellow Connaught Club
member. The ceremony itself was
totally fascinating and intriguing and
left me wanting to learn more. I
thus decided I would take the time to
research the ritual in greater depth
and am enjoying doing so.
The ceremony offered me a new
story arc to the Masonic opus that I
then knew, one which I would fully
implore every Master Mason to
consider if they have not already
made plans for their exaltation.

A D AT E F O R Y O U R
DIARY - FIRST
“ C A S TA W AY C D
SELECTION
3 R D J U LY AT F M H
SPRING 2014

T

he Kent Club is
proud to join the
brethren of St
Catherine's No.3743 at
their hosting of this
ﬁrst-ever "Castaway CD selection" where the MetGM, RW Bro.
Russell Race will be quizzed on his musical tastes and excerpts
of his favourites will be played! The meeting is at 17:30 on the
3rd July at Freemasons' Hall, London. For more details see
http://kentclub.org/category/events/
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T H E M E N AT T H E T O P :

PHILIP
SUMMERS
W. Bro Stan Marut continues this series of "get-toknow-you" articles, meeting with new AMetGM
VW Bro. Philip Summers

M

Philip with his wife around the time of
his initiation into Freemasonry.

Masonic Career

1983
1997
2001
2001
2005
2010

2011

2013
2014

Initiated into St Thomas of Acon Lodge 5233
London Grand Rank
Exalted into Ruislip Chapter 4301 (Middx)
Promoted to Senior London Grand Rank
Promoted to PAGSwdB
Active Rank – Provincial Grand Steward
(Middx) (RA)
Appointed MetGInsp and PSGD
PAGSoj (Royal Arch)
PGSoj (Royal Arch)
Promoted to Asst Met Grand Master

Philip is also a PM of Mill Hill Lodge No. 3574 (and
the only member who lives in Mill Hill!) and H in the
eponymous Chapter No. 3574. He is a member of
several other units both in London and Middlesex.
He is also in Rose Croix.
32

any of us, whilst still very
young, will have had a
notion of what we would like to
be when we “grow up”. In the
case of our subject it was to be a
policeman and Philip Charles
Summers held to his ambition
and at eighteen and a half joined
the Metropolitan Police Service,
going on to have a subsequent
distinguished lifetime career in
Police work.
Born in 1958, Philip is a
Yorkshireman and hails from
Leeds in the West Riding. His
father, who was from
Middlesbrough, studied
Theology at St Augustine’s
College in Canterbury later being
ordained an Anglican priest in
British Guyana, as it was then
known. He saw service within
the Royal Army Chaplains'
Department and met Philip’s
mother whilst they were both
serving in Malaya during the late
1940’s. Returning from the Far
East he continued his parish
ministry in the Leeds
conurbation, particularly within
inner city parishes. These were
not easy postings and the
parishes had their relative share
of deprivation. Nevertheless,
Philip took this in his stride and
as the Vicar’s son, so to speak,
never felt intimidated by his
surroundings and there was no
feeling at any time that their
family were not safe. This

experience would ultimately
prove fruitful in his police career
as a uniformed beat ofﬁcer in
North West London.
At the age of sixteen in 1974,
just when 'O' Levels were
looming, Philip's father received
a Crown appointment. This was
quite prestigious and the family
moved to a rural parish on the
Leicestershire/Derbyshire
borders. His father’s tenure was
short lived however as sadly he
died after only a couple of years
in the post. He was also a
Freemason and a member of
Alfred Lodge 306 in West
Yorkshire, but did not live to see
Philip initiated into the Craft.
Meanwhile Philip continued his
secondary education at the
Burleigh Community College in
Loughborough taking his 'O' and
'A' levels. The school motto
“Learning for Life” might be
considered particularly apt in the
context of Philip’s later
University studies, although he
recounts he was not particularly
academic whilst at school, but
did participate in sports and in
activities where acting skills
were required.
After school, still being at an
impressionable age, and
especially with a plethora of
television programmes depicting
the police in their community
roles ie: Dixon of Dock Green, Z
Cars, etc., etc.,, he opted for
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LEFT:

Philip on his
Graduation Day.

RIGHT: Superintendent
Summers in 2006.
police life, choosing London over West
Yorkshire and Leicestershire where he
also might have considered a police
career. Although Philip had no family
and friends in London, he made his
way south and after passing the
entrance examinations, began his
career at the Hendon Police Training
College. His experience within the
parishes his father had been
responsible for as a clergyman stood
him in good stead as interaction with
people and community activities had
been ingrained from an early age. His
Masonic career was still, however,
some a way off.
Philip was a uniformed police ofﬁcer
for his entire thirty year career. He was
involved with much public order work
including the Iranian Embassy siege,
the Miners’ strike (which took him
back to Derbyshire and Leicestershire
albeit as a Metropolitan Police ofﬁcer)
and also Greenham Common where
an anti cruise missile protest camp had
been set up outside the United States
Air Force base there. During Euro '96
he had special responsibilities for the
management of the custody facilities
throughout the tournament. By this
time Philip had reached the rank of
Inspector.
In 1977 he met his wife-to-be, Pam, a
special constable, at the scene of a
burglary which had been reported and
they were married in West Hampstead,
where she had been brought up. On
marriage they moved to Mill Hill,
where they have lived ever since,
raising Andrew, aged 30, MD of an Air
Charter Company in Dubai and Fiona,
28, a sixth form college teacher. They
currently have one grandson, William,
although Fiona is expecting her second
child in March 2014. Philip is a keen
walker and has completed many longSPRING 2014

range walks both alone and with Pam
or Andrew, who share this love. He
tries to undertake a monthly walk in
Hertfordshire or the Chilterns with
walking friends. He very much enjoys
DIY and Gardening at home and also
travelling extensively with his wife
Pam.
Although, as noted above, Philip was
aware that his father had been "on the
square", his actual introduction to the
Craft came through the auspices of his
father in law. He was initiated in April
1983 into St Thomas of Acon Lodge,
No. 5233 in London - one of us
Londoners! - with said father in law, W.
Bro Ron Jackson, SLGR, Initiating him.
Bro. Ron had a Masonic career of much
longevity entering the Grand Lodge
above at the age of 97, having been a
Mason for seventy ﬁve years! Philip
has served as Master of the Lodge four
times and is currently Secretary and
Lodge Mentor. London Grand Rank
followed in 1997. Holy Royal Arch
came in 2001 with Philip being Exalted
into a Middlesex Chapter - Ruislip
Chapter 4301 - becoming First
Principal in 2009. Despite a busy police
career and responsibilities at his local
church, Freemasonry still remained an
important part of his life and in 2001
he was promoted to Senior London
Grand Rank.
Philip’s police career was largely
based in North West London and whilst
serving at Kentish Town Police station
he decided to undertake academic
studies which might expand his
knowledge. He thus graduated with a
BA (Hons) in Education in 1995 from
Middlesex University. It should be
mentioned that these studies were
undertaken in his own time (three and
a half years) and his responsibilities as
a police ofﬁcer were not affected in

any way. He must have been a natural
as his dissertation on the “Strengths
and Weaknesses of Assessment
Centres” led to an offer to do some part
time lecturing at his University
immediately after graduation! With a
Middlesex University degree, it is no
surprise to learn that Philip has joined
the Ruislip St Martins Lodge, No. 9125
in the Middlesex province, now part of
the Grand Lodge University Scheme
with a speciﬁc connection to Brunel
University in Middlesex.
Other police involvement was at

Five things you didn't know
about Philip Summers:
1

2

3
4
5

Received two Commissioner’s
Commendations; for disarming a
man with a firearm in 1981 and as
Officer in Charge of the terrorist
bus bomb incident in Tavistock
Square in July 2005
Completed 100km sponsored walk
on the Great Wall of China in 1998
and a 3 day mountain trail
climbing to 12000 feet in
Kazakhstan.
As a young man, needed a mode
of transport to and from work but
sadly, could only afford a CZ250
motorbike!
As a Superintendent, delivered
training to senior police officers,
including 85 senior police officers
in China.
Supports Leeds United
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Scotland Yard; when Philip was ﬁrst
promoted to Chief Inspector he was
asked to work in the Trafﬁc Policy
Unit, before returning to operational
policing in Barnet. He was then asked
(cajoled, he implies!) back to Scotland
Yard where he had to work toward the
realisation of the provision of police
services in relation to the Crime and
Disorder Act 1998 which saw change in
the boundaries of the Metropolitan
Police jurisdiction to conform with
Borough boundaries. A promotion to
Temporary Superintendent followed.
Philip retired from the police service in
2006 having served for two and half
years as the Operational
Superintendent in Camden. He still
puts his management and training
skills to good use as he set up his own
company delivering Management and
Leadership Training.
Promoted to Metropolitan Grand
Inspector in 2011, Philip took on the
responsibility of the Visiting Ofﬁcer
scheme throughout London, whereby
VO's are recruited and trained to serve
as representatives of MetGL or MetGC
and to assist their Lodges and
Chapters. Promoted to Assistant

Metropolitan Grand Master in March
2014, he looks forward to continuing
his responsibility for this very
important facet of MetGL/MetGC over
the forthcoming years.
With slightly more time for walking
since retirement, he has completed the
following: the Coast to coast walk - 191
miles, the Cotswold way; the West
Highland Way & Ben Nevis; the coastal
paths of the Isle of Wight and with
Pam, Hadrian's Wall and the North
Norfolk Coast with all of the above
ranging between 60 - 100 miles. They
also plan to walk a section of the
Northern Ireland coastal path, which
includes the Bush Mills Distillery and
the Giants Causeway, this summer.
Additionally, he has recently joined
W.Bro Simon McCarthy in completing
the Marsden Hospital Sponsored Walk The Marsden March - to help Simon
raise funds following successful
treatment of a sarcoma nearly two
years ago. Readers will doubtless want
to join arena in congratulating them
both and may send donations
at: www.justgiving.com/PhilipSummers.

Philip with his wife and dog recently.
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LODGE FOUNDERS FOR
"MET" MARK LODGE
T

he chance to become a founder
of a lodge does not come very
often and Metropolitan Craft Masons
who are also Mark Master Masons
may therefore wish to add their
names to the founders list for this
very special new Mark Lodge.
Set up to celebrate the close links
between the Metropolitan Grand
Lodge of London and the Provincial
Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons
of London, the brand new
'Metropolitan Lodge of Mark Master
Masons No. 2003' will be consecrated
on Friday 16th May 2014 by MW Bro.
Benjamin Addy, Pro Grand Master of
the Grand Lodge of Mark Master
Masons of England & Wales and its
Districts and Lodges Overseas and
the newly formed Lodge is expected
to meet twice each year on the
4th Tuesday in June and 1st
ﬁfth week day in October at
Mark Masons’ Hall, 86 St
James’s, Street, London,
SW1A 1PL.
The Metropolitan Grand
Master, R.W. Bro. Russell J
Race is to be Primus Master of
the above Lodge, RW Bro.
Michael L Ward, Deputy
Metropolitan Grand Master,
Primus Senior Warden, RW. Bro.
David F Ashbolt, Provincial
Grand Master for the Mark
Province of London, Primus
Junior Warden and R.W. Bro. Dr
John L Wright, Past Sovereign
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Grand Commander of the Ancient
and Accepted Rite, Primus
Immediate Past Master.
Although many founders have
already come forward, it would be
splendid to see a new record for
founding memberships in the Mark
under the name of "Metropolitan"! To
qualify, brethren must have been an
Active Metropolitan Ofﬁcer, either
Craft or Chapter and be a Mark
Master Mason. In addition a Lodge
byelaw will operate stating that
members must currently be
Companions of the Holy Royal Arch
in the Metropolitan Grand Chapter
of London.
The estimated cost of membership
will be:

Founders Fee:
£25
Annual Subscription: £50
Dining Fee:
At Cost
To be included brethren should
download, complete and return
either a Founders Petition Form or if
preferred, a Membership Application
Form, both available from the
www.glmmm.com website.
Completed forms should be
urgently sent to: Martin Budds,
Masonic Support Services, Mark
Masons’ Hall, 86 St James’s Street,
SW1A 1PL. For further details please
email: m.budds@mmh.org.uk
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LMBA UPDATE AND APPEAL

T

he London Masonic Bowling
Association (“LMBA”) possibly
the oldest London Masonic sports
association, having been in existence
for over sixty years, needs help.
During the winter indoor season
the LMBA, on several occasions,
found itself unable to ﬁeld a team
without recourse to outsiders. This
was due to a lack of commitment
from members and a shrinking
membership. The outlook is bleak.
Unfortunately, the Treasurer, who
also acted as Tour Secretary, passed
to the Grand Lodge Above last year

and both the Secretary and the
Fixture and Match Secretary are
retiring, due to ill health.
At a recently convened emergency
meeting those present voted to keep
the LMBA aﬂoat but no one, except
for LMBA stalwart John Laurence,
was prepared to take on any of the
vacant ofﬁces. John is the 2013 – 14
President, acts as Competition
Secretary and is willing to continue
as such and to take on the roles of
Fixture and Match Secretary,
provided that he gets support from
members.

The LMBA not only needs support
from its existing members it needs
new members. If the members fail to
respond and numbers continue to
fall, the AGM to be held in April
could well be the last! If you are a
London bowler and wish to join
please contact John Laurence, 0208
275 0677 email: johnl15@talktalk.net

ROCKRIDE2 JOINED BY LONDON MASON

W

. Bro Peter Lawrence
from the Star of India
Lodge No. 3444 has
embarked on a great
adventure by committing to
the RockRide2. This is
considered to be the
ultimate challenge on a
bicycle and involves
pedalling over 1500 miles
and four mountain ranges
from Gibraltar all the way to
Adams Park in High
Wycombe during the ﬁrst
two weeks of June.
Peter’s commitment to the
ride means that he has had
to dedicate twelve months
to training, fundraising and
preparing for this arduous
challenge. He is riding to
raise money for the RMTGB
and is looking for all of the
support he can get, so
36

please get behind him by
going to
www.rockride2.com/chariti
es/78-riders/94-peterlawrence and giving
through his Just Giving link.
This gruelling and epic
ride, open to all riders, is
managed and run by
Freemasons to demonstrate
to the world that
Freemasonry is a force for
good in society. It has twin
aims of raising hundreds of
thousands of pounds and
presenting Freemasonry as
an exciting and dynamic
society for young men to
join.
For additional information
contact W. Bro Marios
Stylianides, PAGDC, on
07789 070080.
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THE CONNAUGHT CLUB
Mitch Merrick-Thirlway, Membership Secretary
of the Connaught Club brings us up to date - it
may seem a long time ago, but that's what
happens when one publishes quarterly!
Christmas parties are always good fun, whether work or social,
but the Connaught Club’s Christmas dinner always has a rather
special feel to it. A tradition of the Club is to hold its annual festive
celebrations at one of St James's gentlemen’s clubs and this year
was no different, being held at the wonderful East India Club.
Upon arrival, we were handed a chilled glass of champagne to
complete our dickie-bow ensembles and directed to a ‘holding
pen’ to chitchat with the rest of the eighty attendees. As usual, we
were honoured with the presence of our Club Patron, RW Bro.
Russell Race, Metropolitan Grand Master and the Club’s Vice
President, W.Bro. Martin Humphrys, PGPurs. We were also graced
with the presence of Club supporter and friend RW Bro David
Kenneth Williamson AsstGM, for the second consecutive year!
Plus, our sister club, the Kent Club, was also represented by the
presence of its Chairman, W.Bro. Scott Cargill, LGR.
Once we were all “warmed up”, we were ushered into the
beautifully decorated Luncheon Room for the start of the main
event – an exquisite three course meal with all the festive
trimmings! Between the courses and ample glasses of wine and
port, we also found the time to enjoy the, now customary, CC
Christmas Dinner Quiz and carol singing. As always, the highlight
of the carol singing session is bellowing the Twelve Days of
Christmas. Each table being given their role to play in the story,
with a bottle of champagne awarded to the best (least worst).
With the formal proceedings being ended, it was time to retire
to the American Bar to swap singing tips and babble into the early
hours of the next morning. A fun time was had by all, with the
only negative thing on everyone’s mind being, “how long do we
have to wait until the 2014 Christmas Dinner?!” Never resting on
its laurels, the Club’s Committee has already organised the 2014
Christmas Dinner (details announced soon), along with some
other very exciting events preceding it…
The Club’s Lodge, Burgoyne Lodge No. 902, is extremely proud
to announce that they’re hosting this year’s Prestonian Lecture –
“1814: Consolidation and Change; the First Year of the United
Grand Lodge of England” by W Bro. Dr Mike Kearsley, on
Saturday 5th April 2014. All UGLE-recognised Masons are more
than welcome to attend. For more information and to book,
please visit:
www.connaughtclub.org/prestonian-lecture/
SPRING 2014
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“ORGANIC”
DEVELOPMENTS
IN THE GRAND
TEMPLE
Pic 1

Pic 2

Pic 3

Brethren who attended any or
all of the recent SLGR
Investiture, the AGM of
Metropolitan Grand Lodge or
the Quarterly Communication
of Grand Lodge, may have
noticed that the organ console
had "moved" (see pic. 1 and pic
2). E. Comp Charles Grace
PGSN, formerly Deputy
Metropolitan Grand
Superintendent, reveals the
fascinating story behind that
move...
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B

uilt in 1933, to ﬁt the then
brand new Grand Temple, by
the famed organ-building ﬁrm of
Henry Willis and Sons Ltd, the
Grand Organ has accompanied
every Masonic meeting since that
time. A testament to the solid
British craftsmanship that built it,
it had been maintained but not
overhauled since being put into
place. As its builder, Bro. Henry
Willis III, said on its inauguration,
"If I may say so, it is a noble organ
in a noble ediﬁce. Only the best
has been good enough for the
Masonic Peace Memorial in every
part of its structure and furnishing.
The Temple organ is worthy, in
every way, of its superb setting".
As it transpired, this organ was
amongst the last of the large new
organs the company would build in
the 1930s, as the Depression
caught up with organ-building and
as such reﬂected the grandiose
style of its period, its make and its
surroundings.
Apart from periodic cleaning and
minor repairs, the organ remains
exactly as it was in 1933. Indeed,
the Willis Company themselves
recently noted that this is “possibly
the largest completely unaltered
Willis instrument still in full
working order”. Depending on the
amount of use they get, pipe
organs should have a full overhaul
at least every twenty-ﬁve years,
but this organ had not been
touched other than for running
repairs for eighty years and it had
become apparent that it was not
ﬁt-for-purpose and, if we were not
careful, possibly becoming
unusable. Organists going in to
play it would cross their ﬁngers
and pray to the Great Architect
that the leatherwork and the
blowers hidden behind the golden
external casework would last at
least until the end of the meeting

that they were playing for!
These problems were discussed
by the Committee of General
Purposes who decided to take the
initiative and to consider a major
review, seeking advice from an
eminent organ consultant, Mr. Ian
Bell, and our own Masonic
Organists who were familiar with
its issues. As an integral part of
the original structure of the Peace
Memorial building, the view of the
Organ Committee was that the
organ should be restored as such.
Given this conservationist
approach, Ian Bell wrote a tailored
procurement speciﬁcation and
organised bidding by the major UK
organ-building and restoration
ﬁrms. The Organ Committee met
to discuss the bids and
recommended to the CGP that the
contract should be awarded to
Harrison & Harrison of Durham,
and this was duly and
appropriately announced at the
Royal Arch Bicentenary
celebrations. The organ and
console were dismantled in
February 2014 and despatched to
Durham for the comprehensive
overhaul.
So why has the console moved,
you may ask? Well whilst the real
console is in Durham being
refurbished, the console now
visible is a temporary electronic
organ (a Johannus Ecclesia D470 see pic 3). As the organists say, it's
good, but we still look forward to
having "our" organ back in action,
which should happen sometime in
2015. Thanks are due to the
Committee of General Purposes for
authorising this refurbishment, at a
substantial cost to Royal Arch
funds, so that it is ready in good
time for the tercentenary
celebrations, and for helping to
maintain the heritage of this
wonderful building.
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Ask the
Metropolitan Grand
Director of Ceremonies
Question:
When should salutations be
given at a meeting, at the
beginning, or during the Risings?

We continue our series
where the MetGDC
answers your question
on masonic etiquette
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Answer:
This subject can cause a certain
amount of confusion, but a
common sense approach is
always best. You should note that
these comments do not relate to
the greetings given to a newly
installed Master, or when there is
an ofﬁcial visit from a Ruler.
First, there is not a right or
wrong time to give salutations. As
with much of what happens in
meetings, it is up to the lodge to
decide if and when salutations are
given.
My personal view is that a
salutation is a greeting, which is
why one wording used in
salutations is “we will greet
Brother X with.....”,;so my
personal preference is to give
salutations at the beginning of a
meeting. That said, before the
creation of MetGL, Michael
Higham, when Grand Secretary,
encouraged lodges to do so before,
but not during, the Risings.
It is not always desirable to give
salutations to everyone at every
meeting. Some London lodges
only salute the most senior
person present, or just Grand
Ofﬁcers. Others will only salute
once a year, and some not at all.
Remember that “less is more”,
and the impact of a salutation is
devalued if it is always given.
It is worth remembering that
brethren being saluted will
usually be the subject of a toast at

dinner as well, and so salutations
can be used to mark important
meetings or visits. I would
question whether there is any
need to give salutations if all those
so greeted are lodge members,
since they are honoured by the
toast list anyway.
Furthermore, as set out in
Project Streamline, the reduction
of the number and frequency of
salutations is a useful way to save
time and to allow meetings to
start later, for the beneﬁt of our
working members.
There are some practical
considerations when giving a
salutation:
• ask the person who is going
to respond beforehand, so it
is not a surprise;
• rehearse how you are going
to announce it, including
names and ranks (if any);
• make sure you can be seen,
so everyone can follow you;
• if holding a wand ensure that
you know what to do with it:
personally I always transfer it
smartly to my left hand
before saluting in the 1st
degree, so it will not slip off
the shoulder;
• ensure that you take a clear
step before the salutation to
set the rhythm; and
• give the salutation slowly and
clearly so that everyone can
join in, regardless of how
they give the EA sign, since
there are variations.
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