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FOREWORD

RW Bro Michael Ward
Deputy Metropolitan Grand Master

B

rethren and Companions,

Welcome back to a new masonic
season that seems likely to be busier
than ever. In October, there will be a
formal celebration of Supreme Grand
Chapter’s Bi-centenary and in
November we will celebrate, in style,
Metropolitan Grand Lodge and
Metropolitan Grand Chapter’s 10th
Anniversary. Where has the time
gone?
I hope that you have all had time
to yourselves over the summer relaxing, holidaying or just enjoying
family time. Our summer was spent
moving house and we have resolved
never to do this again… well until
next time of course!
The Office has, as always, been in
full swing preparing for our new
year. The Office staff including the
volunteers work tirelessly behind the
scenes to ensure that everything

runs smoothly when we start up
again in September. On your behalf I
would like to thank them for all that
they do and also to recognise the
hard work of all Lodge Secretaries
and Chapter Scribes E.
I hope that we can whet your
appetite to attend some of the
Metropolitan events this year. As
well as the 10th Anniversary dinner
in November at the Guildhall, there
is the Met Mess Dinner in September
with Michael Portillo as the guest
speaker and the LGR Investiture in
November, where I hope that every
lodge can be represented, so that we
can help all those appointed to LGR
to celebrate their magnificent
achievements.
I trust you will find the latest
edition of arena an enjoyable and
informative read and I commend it
to you.
Michael

EDITORIAL

W

elcome back to another edition
of arena!
It's been a busy summer,since for the
first time, there is a decent flow of
stories/information from Lodges and
Chapters for Porchway News /ARENA.
Remember, if we don't get told, we
can't do anything about it! Regrettably,
the article on the CLA Lodges has
been delayed, but Great Architect
willing, it should be ready by the next
edition! My thanks as always to those
who have assisted and contributed to
this edition which I commend to you!
EDITOR

AUTUMN 2013

STOP
PRESS

I

t is now clear that
London's overall response
to the SGC Bicentenary
Appeal will meet their target.
There is STILL TIME,
however, for some Chapters
to gain recognition on
Porchway by completing
their giving, to make this
London's best-ever response
to a Royal Arch appeal!
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Letters to
the Editor
Dear Worshipful Brother David,
I am very interested in the Craft’s
history, this including (especially
including, may I say so) its spiritual
and esoteric aspects, rituals, history.
I am aware of the prohibition in
contacting Lodges which are not
recognised by UGLE – a rule which
indeed I have never broken.
However I feel it may be useful
visiting Lodges of slightly different
traditions and/or rituals, it could be
a culturally enriching experience.
I wonder if such a prohibition may
ever be partly lifted, ie allowing
UGLE members with a genuine
thirst for Masonic knowledge to visit
other Lodges – but perhaps limiting
the visits to one only and not
allowing UGLE Masons to join
unrecognised Lodges anyway. I
would however still expect a full
prohibition to be in place, in case of
unrecognised Lodges having
committed serious misdemeanour of
some kind. Basically what I am
talking about here is more freedom
in pursuing Masonic knowledge;
certainly not marring Freemasonry’s
beauty with mixing with “the wrong
guys”!
Sincerely & Fraternally,
Corrado Canonici
Australia Lodge no.6505

Dear Brother Editor,
It will be no surprise that since the
Sunday Trading Act 1994 allowed the
“high street” to open its doors on a
Sunday, this has significantly
changed habits relating to work and
recreation. It is, perhaps, opportune
to consider whether this might lead
to Lodges and Chapters meeting on a
Sunday.
Having read about initiatives to
recruit and retain newer masons I
wondered whether we might need to
“think outside the box” as it is my
perception that there might be a
number of younger men, some
professional, working at occupations
where this is little scope to leave
work early in the business day to
attend Lodge or Chapter. They might
in other circumstances be
considered likely candidates.
I know that Lodges and Chapters
also meet on a Saturday, but to my
knowledge there appears to be little
masonic activity on a Sunday. Given
that Temples and Festive Board
facilities may be available, it may be
worth pursuing, dependant on
whether some Lodges and Chapters
were prepared to consider this, and if
there might be some who would
object on religious grounds.
However, it must be remembered

that not all freemasons celebrate
Sabbath on the same day, or at all.
It would be interesting if this
proposition might stimulate debate
amongst your readers.
Yours faithfully and fraternally
Comp Yilmaz Hassan
Penge Chapter 1815

Dear Editor,
Whilst I enjoy arena very much,
it's a problem to read it on my PC.
I've found that printing it in
grayscale does help me, albeit at the
expense of the environment. What
else can you advise?
Yours faithfully and fraternally
Alastair Redpath-Stevens,
Overseas Lodge No. 4030"
Bro. Alastair, I'm afraid I can only
offer a subscription to arena (see pg
13) or buying a tablet PC, neither of
which I regret, is good for the
environment, or your pocket! Editor

Brethren and Companions
can see that we are short
of letters this quarter.
Surely there must be
something you would like
to write about (and that I
can publish!) that will
inform and/or entertain
other London masons?
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T H E M E N AT T H E T O P :

RICHARD
GREENHILL

Masonic Career
1964
1975
1978
1985
1987
1993
1994

1997
1999
2000
2003
2007

2009

Initiated in
Commercial Travellers
Lodge ("CTL")
No.2795, aged 21
Exalted into
Winchmore Hill
Chapter ("WHC")
No 3523
WM of CTL
First Principal, WHC
LGR
PAGStB (Craft)
Joined Old
Quintinians Chapter
No. 3307 to save it
from handing in
charter and to lead on
re-affiliation to CTL
LVGO Ripon Group
(4 Lodges and 3
Chapters)
PAGDC (Craft)
SLGCR
PGStB (RA)
SVO MetGC and VO
MetGL
MetGI and promoted
to PSGD and PGSoj

H

ow many Lodges can boast of
having three members with the
same name? So it was with Commercial
Travellers Lodge 2795 in March 1964
when Richard Thomas Greenhill was
initiated, aged twenty-one by his father,
also Richard Thomas Greenhill who had
been similarly initiated in 1949. The
family connection with the lodge goes
back further with Richard junior’s
grandfather, also Richard Thomas
Greenhill, having been initiated in 1925.
He was Chief Steward at the time of
Richard’s initiation in 1964 and remained
so until he died in 1974, age ninety-six!
Richard was born in St Albans, but
lived for the first four years of his life in
Cockfosters, before moving to Bristol
which was where his father’s business
took him after being demobbed from the
Royal Artillery. His grandfather was a
commercial traveller and travelled all
over the country selling books, including
Bibles, to booksellers such as WH Smith,.
The family did however subsequently
return to London where the young
Richard attended Glendale Grammar
School in Wood Green. His entry into

Freemasonry, despite the family
background, was never taken for granted
but after attendance at a few Ladies
Festivals and possibly a certain amount
of cajoling by his father’s Masonic
friends, there was never a doubt that he
would become a Mason in the "family"
Lodge.
Richard joined Westminster Bank, a
precursor to the NatWest Bank, straight
from school and followed the normal
branch training before being sponsored
by the bank to take the Diploma in
Management Studies (a forerunner to the
more common MBA of today) which he
followed up with a job in the Personnel
Department, eventually specialising in
pay and conditions. It is perhaps
noteworthy that it was Richard who
wrote much of the new staff manual
when the merger between the National
Provincial and Westminster banks
occurred in 1970. This focus on
personnel matters continued throughout
Richard's career, indeed he left the bank
in 1977 to join an HR advisory company
specialising in reward strategy, employee
share ownership and remuneration

Richard
with his Grandfather,
Father and baby son.

Richard is also a member of
several other Lodges and
Chapters as well as
two Rose Croix Chapters
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ABOVE: Richard with his wife
around the time of his Initiation

BELOW: Richard with his wife today

planning, He became very wellknown in the industry and beyond,
providing commentary for Radio 4
and other consumer affairs
programmes and publishing three
books on various aspects of HR and
share ownership.
As an HR consultant, Richard
advised many major British and
overseas companies on
remuneration and benefits,
pensions and employee share
ownership schemes. Outside the
office, he helped set up ProShare in
1973 as well as giving pro-bono
professional HR advice to YMCA
England and the Business Schools
of City University and Middlesex
University. As one would expect, he
also rose in the industry's
professional body, the Chartered
Institute of Personnel and
Development, becoming one of a
select few "Companions" of the
Institute in due course and a
National Vice-President. Trustee
and other volunteer activities
connected with his local church and
community also proliferated
throughout his life, including his
founding a youth club in Roydon,
where he lives.
Progression to the Master’s Chair
in those early days was relatively
slow and Richard, whilst a Steward,
had already presented the working
tools and the second degree tracing
board in Lodge. He recalls that even
though he came from a Masonic
family (his brother Peter was also a

member of the lodge), where ritual
learning was seen as normal, the
whole lodge also took the work very
seriously and it is no surprise to
learn that there was Lodge of
Instruction every Friday night.
Interestingly, the Lodge met on a
Saturday which suited Richard’s
busy business life and allowed him
to progress in Masonry, unfettered
by the clash of work meetings and
Lodge meetings.
Having progressed beyond the
chair, he became a Grand Officer in
1993 and was invited to become a
VGO. However due to business
commitments; he delayed this until
1997, when he joined the Richmond
Group which became the Ripon
Group. Fortuitously he was offered
the chance of working with
Saturday lodges by W. Bro Merton
Sandler, Chairman of Richmond
Group, which again allowed him to
marshal his time effectively. He
recounts that on the cessation of
the Group system, he was asked by
Charles Grace, then Chairman of
the Ripon group, whether he
wished to do more and if so, for
Craft or Chapter? "Craft!" was the
response. Masonry being what it is,
he recalls, "you will not be
surprised to know that I ended up
as an SVO on the Chapter side!"
This was not a regret, particularly
as he was also a VO on the Craft
side. This experience of both sides
of the fence must have made a good
impression as he recalls receiving a

Five things you didn't know about Richard Greenhill:

1 In 2002, he and his wife Pat were taken hostage by Maoist terrorists in Nepal, whilst on a children's
hospice charity trek. Despite the "interruption", they and 2 others from Roydon raised £10k of a total of
over £30k!

2 Frequently meets his French pen friend of 1956 - they have known five generations of both families.

3 Has driven a Stanier 8F steam engine on the Severn Valley Railway.

4 Every term at Glendale Grammar School was top in woodwork and also won a scholarship to Hornsey
Art College which he attended on Saturdays for 4 years.

5 Enjoys opera, ballet, theatre and jazz.
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telephone call from Russell Race at
the end of 2008, inviting him to
become a Grand Inspector in
MetGL/GC. Whilst he was flattered
and honoured, he responded that he
felt he had to first ask his wife and
Charles Grace. Both said yes, but he
remembers his wife's comment, "Your
father would have been so proud to
see you do this, of course you should
do it!"
Commercial Travellers Lodge had a
connected Chapter in its past but
there had been a parting of ways
many years previously. It became a
quest for Richard to found a Chapter
for the Lodge. This was achieved by
taking a Chapter about to surrender
its Charter and reaffiliating it to the
Commercial Travellers Lodge.
Richard and seven other members of
the Lodge who were already in
Chapter joined the Chapter which
was about to close and the
reaffiliation resolutions were
approved in 1995 to provide the
Commercial Travellers Lodge with its
own Chapter following the name

arena
change to Commercial Travellers
Chapter.
When asked what, in his role as
Metropolitan Grand Inspector, would
he leave behind as his Masonic
legacy, he pointed out his concerns
that in relation to the hundred or so
Chapters for which he assumed
responsibility, only nine had active
Chapters of Instruction (CoI). Richard
is anxious to improve the standard of
ritual in the Holy Royal Arch by
creating a significant number of
regular CoIs. This he hopes will
impact on the retention of those who
joined Chapter but who became
disillusioned after a few meetings.
This concern is being actively
pursued and in September 2013 the
new West London Chapter of First
Principals will consider a proposition
to establish the West London CoI for
the benefit of the 13 Chapters which
meet at the West London Masonic
Centre. Richard is hopeful that the

resolution will be passed and that this
will become part of an ongoing
strategy for the establishment of CoIs
in or for the benefit of all
Metropolitan Holy Royal Arch
Chapters or for greater attendance at
the Aldersgate CoI and Domatic CoI
which meet weekly at Freemasons’
Hall.

A SUMMER OF
CONNAUGHT CLUB
EVENTS

Since the last edition
of arena, the
Connaught Club
has been busy both
socially and
otherwise and
despite the holiday
furlough, the
members have
clocked up an
impressive list of
meetings and
sociability over the
last few months.
8

F

ollowing on from their successful
Open Reception evening in the Grand
Temple, an event where over a hundred
members and guests were treated to an
array of Masonic speakers (and free
nibbles!), the Club welcomed the summer
in with style when, on Saturday 9th June,
a large number of self-confessed fearless,
foolish, but some of the finest members

of the Connaught Club met at the London
Fields Lido to participate in a marathon
swim. The 56 mile “Crossing to
Connaught”, which represents the
distance from Holyhead to Connaught in
Ireland, meant that the chaps needed to
notch up the distance required by
completing 1802 lengths of the 50 metre
pool. This was admirably achieved
ISSUE 14
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through eight hours of endurance,
dedication and perseverance, even
though the day was bitterly cold and
overcast. The twenty or so swimmers
who completed this mammoth
endeavour raised around £5,000 for
the Metropolitan Masonic Charity
which will be handed over to a MMC
representative on 26th October at
Burgoyne lodge (the Connaught
Club's lodge).
As if this wasn’t enough, the
Connaught Club members met again
on Sunday 21st July when the
weather conditions had changed
substantially. On a hot and extremely
humid day, they cycled a distance of
25 miles around London visiting
various historically significant
masonic landmarks of interest guided
by their resident masonic polymath,
Bro. Oliver Coddington. Setting out
from Freemasons’ Hall, the cycle trip
visited Mark Masons' Hall, 10 Duke
Street, Sir John Soane’s House in
Lincoln's Inn Fields and St. Paul's
Cathedral as well as Docklands
where lunch was taken at the
Dickens Inn by St. Katherine’s Dock,
Wapping.
With all this strenuous activity it
was time for the Club members to
consider something less energetic
and hectic. This resulted in a visit to
the Palace of Westminster on Friday
26th July. A report on this visit by
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Bro. Andrew Ridal follows:
“Preparations for the tour started
months ago liaising with two separate
Members of Parliament in order to
secure a decent number of places on
the tour. With the appropriate
sponsorship and endorsements in
place, thirty-odd members of the club
plus a handful of guests met at the St
Stephen’s Tavern on one of the
hottest days of the year. At this point
many of us were cursing that the
dress code had been set as jacket and
club tie. At the allotted hour we made
our way to the entrance and for the
first of many surprises. It appeared
that you could just walk in. OK, you
have to go through airport-style
security, but you don’t need an
appointment or to have pre-booked.
So this wasn’t really a surprise, but it
did feel a little odd – you’re so used
to seeing this iconic building on
television surrounded by armed
police. Having cleared security we
headed through to Westminster Hall,
the oldest part of the existing palace,
and after the obligatory group
photographs, we split into two groups
and started our tour.
Here’s a bit of history: There’s been
a Royal Palace on the site since the
eleventh century, and Parliament has
met there since the thirteenth
century. The original Palace burned
down in 1512 and was re-built. Once

again, much of the sixteenth century
Palace was destroyed by fire in 1834;
St. Stephen’s Chapel, Westminster
Hall and the Chapel of St Mary
Undercroft, however, survived. The
subsequent competition for the
reconstruction of the Palace was won
by architect Charles Barry and
building started in 1840 and took
nearly thirty years to complete. Until
1870, the Commons met in St
Stephen’s Chapel, and this is where
we started the tour proper. It’s a
relatively small room and is
essentially now nothing more than a
corridor that leads to Central Lobby,
one of the few parts of the palace
that looks exactly like it does on the
TV. It is in fact a general remark that
everything looks smaller in real life.
As neither of the Houses was in
session, we got to see pretty much
everything from the Sovereign’s
Entrance through the Robing Room,
Royal Gallery, House of Lords,
Division Lobbies and The House of
Commons, where a few people took a
sneaky sit down on the famous green
leather benches. The guides were
excellent in the way that they
conducted the tour which gave an
insight not only into the history of
the building, but also into
parliamentary procedure. As ever, on
completion of the tour, it was back to
the pub for a buffet, not of course
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forgetting the visit to the gift shop!”
Last but not least, it's back to
cycling! The Club's most recent
jaunt was a charity cycle ride, in
conjunction with the Brixton
Ramblers Lodge, to Brighton - over 60
miles! The ride was for the charity
Asthma UK, raising over £1000 in the
process. Despite some bike problems
in Brixton and South Clapham, these
teething problems were laughed off
and the ride continued all the way to
the coast, fuelled by the odd stop for
jelly babies and other nourishment
on what was a glorious summer's day
outing. Those familiar with Twitter
and its format will be familiar with
the hashtag, #worldofpain, which
accompanied tweets about the trip!
This young-hearted sense of humour
is a Club trademark. Where else
might you see a Square and
Compasses shaved into someone's
chest hair? Did you spot that in the
picture on page 8?
If you are a Freemason under the
age of 35 you are welcome to
participate in these sorts of
wonderful events which add
meaning to your Masonry, afford an
opportunity to make new friends,
learn more and better understand the
charitable aspect of our Institution.
The Connaught Club meets monthly
at the Freemasons’ Arms in Long
Acre, Covent Garden where all
younger Masons are welcome. For
more details on this and other
Connaught Club activity please visit
www.connaughtclub.org.
10

12 Austin Friars
London EC2N 2HE

THE NEW MASONIC
MEETING VENUE IN THE CITY
Recently approved, the Hall has the availability to accommodate your
current dates. Excellent dining and a historic setting.
For more information contact
Ed Bolling
General Manager
Tel: 020 77762323
Fax: 020 76003519
Email: ed.bolling@ironmongers.org
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A YOUNGER MASON SPEAKS:

RICHARD CRIDDLE
Richard Criddle is a Companion in Utilitas Chapter
No. 5693 and a committee member of the Kent Club.

I

became interested in Freemasonry
as a teenager, when Stephen
Knight’s book “The Brotherhood” was
published in 1984. At the time my
grandfather was a Grand Officer
(PAGSuptWks, SLGCR) and I could
not reconcile the contents of
Knight’s book with my grandfather’s
upright behaviour. So I began
researching the topic and, this being
in the pre-internet days, spent much
time in Masonic and second-hand
bookshops and reading my
grandfather’s back copies of AQC.
The school I was attending had its
own lodge, which held its
Installation meetings at the school,
and I used to help the Tyler set up
the Great Hall in readiness. Needless
to say, I was politely shown the door
before the meeting actually started!
When I was finally initiated (in the
Province of Northants & Hunts) in
1995, I pretty much knew what
would be happening in the Temple; I
had read the ritual, understood the
basic symbolism and appreciated the
history. The charged atmosphere in
the lodge during the ceremony was
obviously something I couldn’t
anticipate and there were some
aspects of the Festive Board which
came as a surprise (for example the
Fire), but generally the whole
process was as I had expected.
However my research up to that
point had focused purely on the
Craft – I was aware of the other
Orders but knew very little about
them.
There then followed a long period
(17 years) of enjoying the Craft: I
joined 2 other lodges (one in the
Province of Surrey and one in the
Grand East of the Netherlands) and
did plenty of visiting in the UK and
abroad. But it was not until 2012,
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with my professional and personal
life more settled, that I finally
decided I was ready to join a London
Royal Arch Chapter – which duly
took place earlier this year.I won’t go
into the detail of what happened
during the Exaltation, but I found it a
very potent ceremony with much
more colour and “theatre” than you
would find in a typical Emulation
Craft lodge meeting. And the fact
that I had not done any real research
prior to my Exaltation made the
ceremony all the more powerful.
Furthermore the Festive Board
afterwards was a lot more intimate
than those I’ve experienced in the
Craft.
There is plenty of support
provided for new Companions. The
Exaltee’s Guide that is issued to
every new Companion by the
Metropolitan Grand Chapter is an
excellent, well-produced document
which gives you plenty of
information to use as a base for
further learning. Porchway is also
another useful source of intelligence
and, of course, there are Chapters of
Instruction to help you with
understanding and performing the
ritual.
Technically, Master Masons are
allowed to join the Royal Arch four
weeks after their Raising, but I
understand the norm is
usually about 18
months – and not
almost 18 years as
in my case! Many
lodges in London
have a Royal Arch
Representative
who can give
prospective
candidates more
guidance and

information.
At the time of writing I have only
attended 2 Convocations (as Royal
Arch meetings are known), but I
know already that I have made the
right decision in joining. Not only is
it advancing my masonic education,
but it is also allowing me to widen
my circle of masonic friends as well
as opening new doors in terms of
other masonic orders. I would
heartily recommend joining the
Holy Royal Arch – but only when
you feel good and ready!
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LONDON’S LISTENING – WHAT’S
BEHIND "PROJECT STREAMLINE"?
When The Deputy MetGM asked W. Bro Simon White,
SLGR and W. Bro Lewis Bloch, LGR, to “help him out”, it
was an offer to say “Yes, of course” to! Moreover, since
the project was so interesting and worthwhile, it was also
an easy “Yes”, and so, in April 2012, "Project Streamline"
was conceived. Bros. Bloch and White report...

F

ollowing feedback from many
Lodges and Chapters, the brief
was to find out how to make our
meetings more appealing across all
age groups. Younger Masons
sometimes have difficulty leaving
their work place early enough to get
to the start of a meeting, whilst
those more seasoned members
often don’t want to remain at a
Festive Board much after 9pm. An
excellent paper had previously been
authored by Julian Soper, dealing
with a great many of these issues.
Using this as a reference point, the
Project began by analysing a
standard meeting followed up by a
series of interviews with more than
100 brethren, ranging from Entered
Apprentices to VW Brethren.
Questionnaires were completed and
the information was gathered and
collated into a paper which, after
much refining, was presented to the
London Executive as well as to a
series of SVO meetings.
The results, originally highlighted
in the June 2013 Second Rising
Circulation, have since been posted
on Porchway
www.porchway.org/craft/forms-forsecretaries/project-streamline and
can now be used as a menu from
which a selection of one or more of
the suggestions can easily be taken.
Whilst in no way are they
prescriptive, each has the
confirmation of Metropolitan Grand
Lodge as being acceptable, if it suits
the brethren concerned. There is
no suggested alteration to any ritual,
but many of the ideas are already
being adopted by London Lodges
and Chapters and are proving a
great success. They are easy to
implement and immediately
effective. A few examples of
12

meeting structure are:
1. Consider reducing the
Processions at meetings,
possibly retaining them for
Installation only.
2. Pre-circulate the Minutes, with
the Master seeking immediate
approval unless the Secretary
receives any adverse
comments. It is generally
accepted that this is an
excellent practice and one to be
encouraged.
3. Likewise pre-circulate the
Almoner’s Report with the
Almoner providing an update
at the meeting, and precirculate the Charity Steward’s
Report with an update possibly
given at the Festive Board.

4. The Lodge or Chapter
Business, Risings and other
administrative matters may be
dealt with first, rather than last
on the Agenda. This
encourages members, unable to
arrive at the beginning, to join
the meeting before a ceremony
and thus be present for that
key part, without disturbing a
ceremony already in progress.
Outside of the Meeting itself:
1. Collect Alms at the Festive
Board.
2. Consider restricting pre-dinner
drinks to twenty minutes
maximum.
3. Consider reducing the number
of informal wine takings.
4. Consider fewer speeches and
limiting them to no more than
two or three minutes. Many
lodges have adopted the
practice of only making a
formal toast to the Master for
instance, at Installation
evenings.

W. Bros White and Bloch
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SUBSCRIPTION TO
M E T R O P O L I TA N
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Interested in the "Men at the Top" series but prefer to read it in your armchair rather than at the desk?
We have had many readers saying that they would prefer
to read a printed copy of arena and that they don't enjoy
reading it on their iPad, or computer screen. If that is the
case for you and you would be interested in subscribing
for a copy, click below to complete the form

Subscription
Information:
CLICK HERE to
purchase a
year's
subscription to
arena.

Your name:
Address:

electronically or print and fill out the form below. The
cost is £18.00 for a year’s subscription but clearly if there
were significant numbers, that would drop. The data
collected below will only be used for this purpose.



Telephone:
email:

Fill in the form here online or print and return this form to:
The Subscriptions Manager, arena, MetGL/MetGC, PO Box 29055, London WC2B 5UN

WINTER
2012
SUMMER
2013
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FORMAL
HANDOVER
OF "LONDON'S"
NEW CT
SCANNER
O

n Friday 28th June, a delegation
of the Trustees of the
Metropolitan Masonic Charity, (RW
Bro. Rex Thorne, PMetGM,
Chairman of the MMC; VW Bro.
Brian De Neut, PGSwdB , Secretary
of the MMC and W. Bro Bob Corp
Reader, PDepGSwdB - Trustee)
accompanied the Metropolitan
Grand Master, RW Bro. Russell Race,
DL, the Metropolitan Grand Charity
Steward, Stratton Richey, PAGSwdB,
his deputy W. Bro Tony Shields,
SLGR and the Metropolitan Grand
Secretary, Capt David Swain, RN,
PAGDC, in a visit to the new home of
the portable CT scanner for a formal
handover ceremony. The scanner is
based in the Trauma unit of the
Royal London Hospital in
Whitechapel. They were welcomed
by Michael Smith, the Chairman of
Barts Charity, Peter Morris, CEO,
Barts Health Trust, Andrew Douglas,
Chief Exec, Barts Charity and
Doctors Marie Healy, Gerlinde
Mandersloot and Vishi Verma
(interviewed by arena in Autumn
2012) who are all Consultants in the
Critical Care Unit.
The Critical Care Unit at the Royal
London is one of the biggest in the
country, well known for treating the
largest number of cases of head
injury. It takes patients from within
the M25 which is added to by the fact
that it has its own helipad, (see page
15 for our article on Masonic
assistance to the London Air
Ambulance Unit) which results in
patients being brought to the hospital
by helicopter from Essex, Kent,
Sussex and Hertfordshire. As arena
14

noted in the Autumn 2012 issue,
which introduced the Critical Care
Unit's work to London brethren,
trauma is a clinical term used to
describe a disease caused by serious
physical injury. Whilst The Royal
London specialises in whole body
trauma care, the specialist element
that we have assisted is trauma to
the head.
With clinicians unable to see the
brain directly, there might be
damage (stroke, brain haemorrhage)
which can only be guessed at. To
detect any abnormality in the brain a
Consultant has to rely on imaging,
which is where our portable CT
scanner comes in. Having the
scanner available and easily movable
in the Intensive Care Unit will mean
that the patient can be kept in situ
whilst the scan is done in a matter of
minutes and without the need to be
taken to the hospital's general
imaging department. This efficiency
also helps in speeding up the
assessment of dynamic injury in
head trauma during surgery since it
can be used for an assessment whilst
the patient is on the operating table
as the primary injury say, being hit
by a baseball bat, may also be
accompanied by swelling which is
causing a hidden secondary injury as

well. The time saved can thus
perhaps mean the difference
between survival (but with no
quality of life and totally dependent
on specialist nursing care) to, best
case of all, without much
impairment at all.
The portable CT scanner cost
£500,000, bringing the total raised by
London Freemasonry for the Barts
and London NHS Trust to just over
£3 million since 2010. The
Consultants agreed that the scanner
had made life a lot easier, now that
the patients do not need to be taken
out of the ICU for their scans to be
taken. As The MetGM said, "Three
million pounds is a great deal of
money, but equally, Barts Health
NHS Trust are providing a great deal
to London and its communities.
London's Freemasons wish to
support the whole of our community
and we can see few better ways of
doing so than support for one of the
world's most respected hospitals."
Well done to the Charity team and
all London Masons who contributed!
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GRAND
CHARITY SUPPORT
FOR LONDON'S
AIR AMBULANCE
CONTINUES
T

he Freemasons’ Grand
Charity recently awarded a
£4,000 donation to London’s Air
Ambulance as part of a £192,000
grant distributed to air ambulance
charities across the whole UK.
The cheque was presented to
Director of Development, Mark
Davies, and Lead Clinician, Dr
Anne Weaver, at the London
Hospital's helipad by RW Bro.
Russell Race, who was
accompanied by a delegation
from MetGL and the MMC.
The Freemasons’ Grand Charity
has been a regular supporter of
air ambulance charities since
2007, donating £1.3 million in
total to twenty-two rescue
services nationwide. Laura
Chapman, Chief Executive of The
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Freemasons’ Grand Charity,
said:“We are delighted to be able
to show our support for air
ambulance charities once again.
Supporting these rescue services
remains popular within
Freemasonry because of the
important work they carry out in
communities across the country.”
Mark Davies, Director of
Development at London’s Air
Ambulance said: “We are
extremely thankful for the
continued support our charity and
other air ambulances receive from
The Freemasons’ Grand Charity.
Working in partnership with this
long established, highly respected
charity has made a significant
contribution to our service and is
helping to save lives.”
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CONGRATULATIONS TO RICHARD REGAN, OBE!

V

W Bro. Richard Regan,
PGSwdB, AMetGM
has been awarded an OBE
for services to the City of
London Corporation and
to charity. Bro. Richard

has been both a Sheriff,
Chief Commoner of the
City and chaired several
important City
committees. Readers may
remember that Bro.

Richard featured in "The
Men at the Top" in arena
10. All brethren will wish
to join arena in
congratulating him on this
well-deserved honour!

LONDON FREEMASONS SUPPORT
INDIAN FLOOD RELIEF APPEAL

W

. Bros Deepesh Letap,
PR Patel, Shirish Patel
and Pradip M Patel have
spearheaded a fundraising
appeal for the victims of the
recent flood disaster in
Northern India. A sum of
Indian Rupees 604,000
(approximately £7,200) has
been raised to date.
The generosity of the
friends, associates, and
members of Polaris Lodge No.
4407, Arcturus Lodge No.
6732, Junior Engineers
Chapter No. 2913, Sun Lodge
No. 6040, East & Central

Africa Lodge No. 7446,
London East Africa RAM
Lodge No. 1604, London East
Africa MMM Lodge No.1604,
and New Ripon Falls Lodge
No. 8833, has enabled the
supply of blankets, essential
medical items, foodstuffs, and
temporary shelter.
Further plans are in place
to help with the
reconstruction of the villages
of the many victims who
have been made homeless.
Further donations continue
to be received for this worthy
cause and offers of assistance

and/or donations should
contact
DLetap@ScorpionResearch.com
In addition, the President of
the Grand Charity has
approved an immediate
emergency grant of £35,000
to the Red Cross to assist with
the recovery. This donation is
going to be used to supply
people with stoves, tents,
tools, lanterns, kitchen sets,
plastic buckets, tarpaulin
sheets, sarees, dhotis, bed
sheets, towels, cotton
blankets, woollen blankets
and mosquito nets.

A NEW VISITING SCHEME FOR
NEW BRETHREN/COMPANIONS

S

o … you’ve just been made a
Mason, or recently been exalted.
What happened? Just who did what
… to whom … and why? Perhaps
you are in that situation, or are the
personal Mentor of a new Brother or
Companion? Since many
Lodges/Chapters don't have more
than one initiation/exaltation per
year, it might be quite some time
before the question, "what
happened?", can be answered! If
you’re lucky enough to have
someone in your unit who’s also a
member of another unit about to
16

perform the ceremony, then they
may invite you along to see the
ceremony “in full”, but what do you
do if you don’t have that option?
Your unit’s Mentor can now contact
the group Mentoring Liaison Officer,
who has access to some fifty other
units, to arrange exactly these kind
of visits – ideally the new
Brother/Companion with his
Personal Mentor. Similarly, if you’re
Mentor of a unit, you could offer a
visit, through the same route, to see
your unit's ceremony. Contact your
mentoring team for more details!

Initiates apron worn
by Albert Victor,
Duke of Clarence
and Avondale
when initiated in
Royal Alpha Lodge,
No. 16, 1885.
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arena
Mystery
Picture
Competition
I

t seems that no-one was able to spot our
mystery picture shown in the last edition
of arena. Remember that the by-line for
this article is for the picture to be of part of
Freemasons' Hall, London and "hidden in
plain sight". You will therefore be amazed
to find out that these bronze wind cherubs
are passed by all who enter by the Tower
doors at Great Queen Street, whether for a
meeting of MetGL, MetGC, or Quarterly
Communications! They act as the
balustrade at the foot of the two winding
staircases that take one from the downstairs
cloakroom, up to the peace memorial! As
said, they are hidden in plain sight!
This means that the arena 13 bottle of
champagne was not won (sadly, there is no
rollover!) and it remains to be won for
arena 14 readers.
To prove that the
bottles do exist, here
(left) is a picture of
the first-ever winner
of an arena bottle of
champagne, Bro.
Oliver Coddington,
of The Phoenix
Lodge No. 173, for
his identification of
the mystery picture
in arena 12.
Finally, brethren
can see the mystery
picture for this
quarter alongside.
We think that this one is easy, as silver is
not so common in FMH - but what do we
know? All of the correct entries will be
placed into a hat and the winner will be
drawn at random therefrom, thus
combining your skill and judicious
serendipity!
Good Luck!!!
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ABOVE: arena 13’s
Mystery Picture

RIGHT: Where it can be
found in Freemason’s Hall.
BELOW: This edition’s Mystery Picture. Do you know where this can be found?
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The Royal Arch in London
A specially commissioned article from world
famous Masonic historian, Yasha Beresiner, to
mark, in London and beyond, the 2013
celebrations of the Royal Arch

O

rganised Freemasonry - within
the context of which the Royal
Arch must be considered - was born
in 1717 in the City of London, at the
Goose and Gridiron by St Paul's
Cathedral, to be precise. It is not
surprising, therefore, that the Royal
Arch, as an integral part of ‘pure
antient freemasonry’, will also be
indebted to London as the cradle of
its birth and from whence it derived
its infant nurture. This year, the
Supreme Grand Chapter of England
has chosen to celebrate the 200th
Anniversary of the English Royal
Arch. The origins of the Order,
however, date much further back
than 1813 and London has played a
pivotal role in the development of
the Royal Arch in all its aspects.

Earliest Reference
The earliest undisputed reference to
the Royal Arch as we understand it
today is in a pamphlet by the
quaintly named Irishman, Dr Fifield
Dassigny (1707-1744): 'A Serious and
Impartial Enquiry into the Cause of
the present Decay in Free Masonry
in the Kingdom of Ireland',
published in Dublin in 1744. It is a
reference to a Masonic impostor in
Dublin, claiming to be a Royal Arch
Mason from York. He was discovered
to be a fraud by a true Royal Arch
Mason who had become a member
of the Order in London. Thus,
London features as the legitimate
source of 'true' Royal Arch masonry
from the very beginning . . . and the
link is not lost to this day.
The Antients Grand Lodge
The next and most important
historic event relevant to the Royal
Arch - and which turned out to be a
key factor in the Union of the two
Grand Lodges, the bicentenary of
which we are celebrating this year occurred in 1751. Five London
18

lodges, comprising entirely of Irish
Brethren, decided to form the Grand
Lodge of England according to the
Old Institutions, which soon became
known as 'the Antients' (ironically,
the older premier Grand Lodge of
1717 was dubbed 'The Moderns',
terms of reference that persist to this
day). The Antients adopted the
Royal Arch as the fourth degree and
it was so practiced in Antients’
lodges meeting throughout London.
The earliest mention of the Royal
Arch by the Antients Grand Lodge is
found in the minutes of the Grand
Committee, chaired by brother John
Gaunt, Master of No.5, which met at
the Griffin Tavern in Holborn on 4
March 1752. It is the site of the
present Griffin Pub at 125
Clerkenwell Street, Holborn,
previously named Liquorpond
Street. The entry in the minutes is
very curious. It is of two men
involved in the making of Royal
Arch Masons without authority.
Thomas Phealon and John Mackey
are referred to as 'the leg of Mutton
Masons' because they had 'pretended
to have made Royal-Archmen' for the
'mean consideration of a leg of
Mutton for supper'. They did so in
spite of not having 'the least idea or
knowledge of Royal Arch Masonry.
But instead thereof [they] had told
the people . . . a long story about 12
white Marble stones &c &c and that
the Rain Bow was the Royal Arch
with many other absurdities equally
foreign and Rediculous (sic)'. They
were both labelled as impostors in
Masonry 'to the disgrace of the
Ancient Craft' and it was ordered
that neither be admitted into any
Ancient Lodge during their natural
lives.
Samuel Spencer
In 1759 the oft quoted statement by
Samuel Spencer, Grand Secretary of

RA apron of Comp.
Duncan McAlpin c.1820
with old style triple tau.

the Moderns, also identifies Royal
Arch activity in the Strand, London.
The source is Dermott's own
annotations of 16 December 1759
where he speaks of a petition from
William Carroll, an Irishman in
London seeking, mistakenly,
assistance from the Moderns Grand
Lodge. Spencer's celebrated response
was:
‘Your being an Ancient Mason, you
are not entitled to any of our Charity.
The Antient Masons have a Lodge at
the five Bells in the Strand, & their
Secretary’s name is Dermott. Our
Society is neither Arch, Royal Arch or
Antient so that you have no Right to
partake of our Charity’
Supreme Grand Chapter
It will not come as a surprise,
therefore, that the foundation of our
present Supreme Grand Chapter
took place in London. 'The Supreme
Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons
of England' had its formal beginnings
at a meeting at the Turk’s Head in
Soho, on 12 June 1765. The Turk's
Head was situated at 9 Gerrard
Street, Soho, and at the time it
housed the Literary Club, founded
just a year earlier by Joshua
Reynolds and Samuel Johnson and
kept by one Charles Swinden. It was
the best known and most respected
ISSUE 14

of the London literary and theatrical
clubs and a perfect venue for Masonic
meetings; by 1783 it had reverted to
private use.A year later, in July 1766,
Lord Blayney, then Grand Master of the
Premier Grand Lodge, entered into a
Charter of Compact with a number of
brethren of his own Grand Lodge, the
Moderns, to seal the foundation of
organised modern Royal Arch Masonry.
The Union of 1813
In the latter part of the 18th century, as
the possibility of a union was beginning
to become apparent, Royal Arch activity
was increased by all the parties
concerned, particularly in London. The
Antients were vindicated on the
emphasis they had placed on the Royal
Arch. It was on their sole insistence, that
the oft-quoted Preliminary Declaration,
preceding the General Laws and
Regulations for the Government of the
Craft, was inserted, as follows:
By the solemn Act of Union between the
two Grand Lodges of Free-Masons of
England in December 1813, it was
‘declared and pronounced that pure Antient

arena
Masonry consists of three degrees and no
more viz., those of the entered Apprentice,
the Fellow Craft, and the Master Mason,
including the Supreme Order of the Holy
Royal Arch’.
It is this very specific entry, written 200
years ago, and now part of our
Constitutions, that is being celebrated,
(in London of course!), on 16 October
this year by the companions of the
Supreme Grand Chapter of England.
Enjoy the celebrations!

Reading material and some sources used for this article:
'Gerrard Street Area: The Military Ground: Gerrard Street', Survey of London: volumes 33
and 34: St Anne Soho (1966), pp. 384-411. URL: http://www.britishhistory.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=41114 accessed 1 July 2013.
Batham, Cyril N,The Grand Lodge of England According to the Old Institutions
Beresiner, Yasha,'200 Years of Royal Arch Masonry in England 1813-2013 'Lewis, London
2013
Jones, Bernard E,Freemason’s Book of the Royal Arch,London, 1957
Kelly, W Redfern, The Advent of Royal Arch Masonry, AQC 30, 1917
Sadler, Henry, Masonic Facts & Fictions, London, 1887 (Reprinted 1985)
Smyth, Frederick, A Reference Book for Freemasons QCCC Ltd. London, 1998

AnnualDinner
Annual Dinner

Great Hall
St. Bart͛s
Hospital

In the company of
The Right Worshipful
Metropolitan Grand Master

£75 per ticket
(welcome drink &
3 coursedinner)
Black tie

31 October, 2013
For further info and to book go to:
www.kentclub.org/2013/06/02/october-31st-2013-kent-club-annual-dinner/

FAMOUS
LONDONERS:

W. H. WHITE

We continue our series on famous Londonconnected or London-born Masons with another
article from the pen of distinguished Masonic
historian, W. Bro Gordon Davie, PSGD...

W

illiam Henry White was born
19th November 1777 and was
the second son of a stockbroker,
William White. He trained to be a
solicitor and in time, became the
Private Secretary of the Duke of
Sussex. His father was a joining
member of the Lodge of Emulation
No.21 in 1770 and a Past Master of
that Lodge so it is no surprise that
our subject was Initiated into that
Lodge on 15th April 1799 aged 21,
becoming Worshipful Master in 1801.
He was appointed Grand Steward in
1805 and Assistant Grand Secretary
to his father who was Grand
Secretary of the Moderns Grand
Lodge in 1810. He remained in that
office until he was appointed joint
Grand Secretary of the United Grand
Lodge of England in tandem with
Edwards Harper, who had been the
Deputy Grand Secretary of the
Antients Grand Lodge. They
remained joint Grand Secretaries
until 1838 when Harper retired.
William Henry White then became
the sole Grand Secretary until he in
turn retired on 29th April 1857. So in
actual fact he served as a Grand
Secretary for some 47 years. He
received a testimonial in 1849 for his
having served as Grand Secretary for
40 years, but didn’t make his 50th
Anniversary.
Being a Moderns Mason he was not
automatically a Royal Arch Mason,
but was Exalted in the St James
Chapter No.2 on 14 March 1811 in
the run up to the union of the Grand
Lodges. He was appointed Grand
Scribe E in the Supreme Grand
Chapter in 1817, serving in that
office until 1858. 1809 was a very
20

busy year for William Henry
White. He was installed as a
Knight Templar and received the
Rose Croix and Ne plus Ultra
Degrees. He joined a Rose Croix
Chapter, and also the Order of the
Red Cross of Constantine. In that
Order he was appointed Grand
Chancellor in December 1810 and
Head of the Order in July 1813. As
the Duke of Sussex's Private
Secretary all this masonic activity
was undertaken with the knowledge
and approval of his employer. He
was a loyal and dutiful man who
served his employer well until the
Duke's death in 1843. Bro. White's
job as Grand Secretary up and until
that date was fairly uneventful and
without controversy.
Following the enthronement of
Thomas, 2nd Earl of Zetland as Grand
Master in 1844, William Henry
White continued in office as the sole
Grand Secretary and was shortly
afterwards involved in a dispute
involving Old Kings Arms Lodge No.
28. In 1846, as was normal practice
at that time, the Lodge nominated a
Bro. Barnard as Grand Steward. He
had been elected by a 14 to 10 vote
which was, for the day, a reasonable
outcome. Unfortunately, a new
joining member, a Bro. Sherrard
complained to the Grand Lodge and
as a result the still quite new MW
Grand Master refused the
nomination. The Lodge
immediately met and approved a
letter to be sent to the President of
the Board of General Purposes,
regretting the complaint had been
made against the Lodge nominee
without reference to the Lodge, and

re-iterated
their belief “of his perfect
fitness to fill that distinguished
office”. In the meantime, the original
nominee Bro. Barnard withdrew his
candidature, resulting in W Bro. R
Stockley being elected by a
unanimous vote. The meeting
following was quite eventful when
nine members, including Bro.
Sherrard, resigned!
In December the Lodge learnt that
their nominee Bro. Stockley had also
had his nomination rejected and the
Lodge was instructed to have a fresh
ballot. This resulted in Bro. John R
Robinson being elected for the
current year and as Master the
following year. In January 1847, the
Lodge nominated another member
Bro. Myatt but he also was not
appointed, with the result that Bro.
John Robinson continued for
another year as Grand Steward. This
state of affairs caused the MWGM, no
doubt at the prompting of the Grand
Secretary, to order an enquiry into
the affairs of the Old Kings Arms
Lodge No.28, which resulted in both
the Worshipful Master (W Bro Catlin)
and the Secretary (W Bro. Scrivener)
being reprimanded - a fact that was
for some reason, never reported in
the minutes of the Lodge. The
Lodge, founded in 1725, was
extremely independent, but at the
time lacked members of real
ISSUE 14
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substance. The letter from the
Worshipful Master, Bro. Catlin
criticising the decision of the Earl of
Zetland was also viewed as near
insubordination so when the
opportunity came to put the Lodge
in its place, it is hardly surprising the
William White took it.
Briefly the facts are these; in
January 1852 Bro Warwick was
elected Grand Steward with a
majority of one, and the new Lodge
Secretary Bro. Griffiths should have
sent a formal letter of notification to
the Grand Secretary. This he forgot
to do. According to the rules, the
nomination was supposed to be
delivered to the Grand Secretary 14
days before the Grand Festival,
otherwise the Lodge would lose the
right to nominate a Grand Steward.

The Grand Secretary must have been
aware of this omission, but chose to
ignore it and he did not warn the
Lodge. In fact, he just waited till the
final day had passed and then asked
the Grand Master to invite another
Lodge to nominate a Grand Steward
to fill the vacancy. The Lodge
chosen was Old Union Lodge No.46.
He still didn’t notify the Old Kings
Arms Lodge and they only found out
when the Lodge members went to
present Bro. Warwick to the Grand
Master and were told what had
transpired. The Lodge then tried to
rectify the situation and entered into
correspondence with the MWGM and
the Grand Secretary, all to no avail,
as they replied quoting the
Regulations and pointing out the
Lodge's failure to abide by them had,

as a result, forfeited their right to
nominate a Grand Steward. The
Lodge continued its fight to retain its
Red Apron and duly appealed to the
Grand Lodge on 2 June 1852. Their
appeal was lost and they lost the
privilege of being a Red Apron
Lodge.
So matters remained until 1904
when the number of Lodges being
able to nominate a Grand Steward
was increased to nineteen, which
restored the Old Kings Arms Lodge
No.30 to the ranks of the Red Apron
Lodges. Thus, the only blot on the
spotless career and judgement of
William Henry White, Grand
Secretary, who retired at the age of
80 , was finally erased.

Top Tips from W. Bro Dave Luckins, MetGSuptWks
S

ome of you who are to become J in Chapter purchase a new jewel with
a red ribbon - cost, more than £30 - rather than the original white one.

1 There really is
no need! Those
companions who
had not noticed
that the Principals
wear a jewel with
a red ribbon rather
than white, can
check next time they are in chapter
and those of you who are not in
Chapter, should think about joining!
First, remove the white ribbon by
gently cutting through the threads at
the back with a pair of nail scissors.
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2 Purchase a new
ribbon. Cost C.
£2.50! Thread the
ribbon through the
horizontal bars
and then once
through the bar
with the pin,
making sure the ribbon sits behind
the pin.
3 Put a few stitches using matching
red thread to keep the fold in place
behind and hey presto!

4 A Principal's
Jewel for a
fraction of the
"new" price!

PS: All of the above steps work equally
well if you give all the work to your
partner or wife to do!
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The MetGM with team players Ray Johnson, Jerry Gangadeen, David Ashbolt and Mayhe Bernard.

METROPOLITAN GRAND LODGE
GOLF SOCIETY UPDATE
O

n a bright and breezy
August day, the MetGL
Golf Society Charity Day
was held at the
Hertfordshire Golf &
Country Club near Ware.
The Charity Day, which
was well organised by a
team of helpers led by the
ever diligent W. Bro Indu
Chatrath, SLGR, raised
£4,500 to be presented at
the forthcoming
Metropolitan Mess to RW
Bro Russell Race whom, it
should be said, spent the
whole day at the event,
encouraging the many
golfers to better efforts,
albeit from the safety of a
golf cart! 82 members and
guests took to the links and
found a course absolutely in
the finest of condition. The
19 sets of 4 and two sets of 3
were promptly led out at
11.30 by W. Bro Jeremy
Lindop, the Captain of the
Society.
Many prizes were up for
grabs, including nearest the
pin, longest drive and team
prizes which, with the
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individual awards, made the
day just that more
competitive for all. RW Bro.
Russell Race had his work
cut out getting round the 21
sets of golfers in
comfortable time. The final
winner was W. Bro David
Ashbolt, JGD and his prize,
presented by RW Bro.
Russell Race, was well and
truly earned.
In his address after
dinner, the Metropolitan
Grand Master paid tribute to
the Organising Committee,
making special mention of
W. Bro Chatrath's five years'
stewardship of this
mammoth charity day.
Many persons contributed
to the success of the day,
not least the 82 golfers who
participated.
It is pleasing to note that
there was not one ‘no show’
on the day, underlining the
true Masonic spirit of those
in attendance. The Golf
Society is looking forward to
next year’s event which
they hope will be even
better!

The winning team: Subash Lakhani, Mukesh Thakrar, Kirti
Tanna & Viren Hindocha, with Bob Hancock & Jeremy Lindop.

The overall winner of the day with the Metropolitan Grand Master.
ISSUE 14
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Metropolitan Grand Lodge
Cricket Association
W

Bro Dr Reno Hintzen, informs us
that unfortunately, the Cricket
Association has had a shortened
season; the match against Northants
and Hunts was cancelled as they were
unable to raise a team. The Association
did, however, play Middlesex for the
Bourne Trophy on 11th August at the
North London Cricket Club and a
combined match with the Burgess Park
Academy on Bank Holiday Monday.
The North London Cricket Club is
located at the foot of Muswell Hill and
affords fantastic views of historic
Alexandra Palace. Glorious sunshine
greeted a grand turn-out of visitors and
lasted throughout.
The toss was won by MGL, and
acting skipper W.Bro Evan Roberts
chose to insert the opposition, well
knowing that he was in charge of a full
strength team. Wickets fell regularly
with the Middlesex innings closing at
89 in 21.2 overs with some fighting
opposition being provided by Pattini
(19) French (15) and Sully (11).
In reply, the MGL batsmen soon
settled in and made good use of perfect
batting conditions, with wicket keeper
A Jagdeo scoring 36, Dr Garfield
Gibson scoring 30 and Henry Hislop
scoring 13 and the runs were knocked
off in 14 overs.
Full credit must go to the MGL
bowlers. Notable performances from
H Hislop (3 for 15), L T Moses (2 for 9)
and E B C Roberts (3 for 18) not to
mention a high class performance
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from Alex Jagdeo who made a brilliant
stumping, and Leroy Muhammad for a
direct hit resulting in a run out.
With the Trophy match finishing
early it was agreed to play an
additional 10 over match and again
Middlesex failed to deliver in another
low scoring innings, making only 86
runs, which MGL knocked off
relatively easily. There were notable
batting performances from E Roberts
(21), L T Moses (19), H Hislop (20) and
I Taylor (20).
Sincere thanks to Yvette and her
team of caterers for the lavish
Caribbean flavoured BBQ and superb
tea which were enjoyed by all the
players and guests, as well as to Andy
Bennett and the Club bar staff for their
help and support in making this event
such a success.
A charitable collection was taken on
behalf of Great Ormond Street Hospital
for Children.
The combined MGL and Burgess
Park Academy match was organised
recently as an August Bank Holiday
fixture to honour the host team and to
aid the development of their young
aspiring players from the local
community.
On a very warm sunny Bank
Holiday Monday the teams combined
to provide even opposition between
them, on their attractive tree
surrounded home ground in Peckham.
The MGL team, which included
some of the young opposition, were

inserted on a very lively wicket, and
began to lose early wickets after Dr
Garfield Gibson was run out in the first
over.
But, in the 35 overs match
there was time to rebuild, and skipper
Evan Roberts and Andrew O’Kola did
so steadily, until Roberts was also run
out. Later, solid resistance led to a
reasonable target being achieved when
Ian Phillips and Ali together with
Anthony Gibson took the score to 141
in 34.3 overs. Top scorer Ian Phillips
with 36 runs not out, playing in his
first match of the season was the
sensational batting performer. The
youngsters who also batted well were
Atif and Derrick who both scored 17
and Ali with 19. Outstanding bowling
performances by Jerrom 3 for 8, Ian 2
for 14 and Elliott 2 for 16, contained
the score rate
In reply, Burgess Park Academy
responded in like manner to the MGL
innings. Early and regular loss of
wickets, some opposition/resistance to
hostile fast bowling and challenging
spin bowling resulted in them
finishing with 117 all out in 29.2 overs.
The most notable batting performance
was from Sam with 40 runs, followed
by Deen 18 runs and Danny not out
with 14 runs. More outstanding
bowling was provided by Atif 2 for 5
and Ali 2 for 14.
Once again MGL was on the Winners
Podium!
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The Metropolitan Grand Lodge
Clay Shooting Association
Adding to our reports of substantial victories in the last edition, the
MGLCSA Shooting Captain has written to confirm the latest splendid win!
WINNERS OF THE 9th INTER-PROVINCIAL
MASONIC CLAY SHOOTING CHAMPIONSHIPS
at Canterbury, on Saturday 22nd June 2013

T

he Province of East Kent were hosts to the
9th Annual Inter-Provincial Masonic Clay
Shooting Championships, welcoming 104 clay
shooters from 14 Provinces across the UK to the
Greenfields Shooting Ground, Canterbury. On a
blustery rain-swept day, with high winds and a
challenging 100-bird course, the MetGLCSA with
an 18-strong team of members and guest
shooters, lead by our Shooting Captain, Brian
Saidman, triumphed over fierce opposition to
take the Winners’ Trophy for the first time in the
Association’s history. All credit to our three top
scoring shooters, Marc Price, Sam King and Bob
Parry whose cumulative score of 251 beat
Cornwall and West Lancs into joint-second place
with, literally, the last clay of the competition!
Following on from our challenge shoot victories
against Essex and Middlesex earlier, 2013 is
proving to be the best year yet for the
Association!

London's outstanding winners and their prizes!

A Busy Summer for the
Bowling Association!
T

he LMBA Bowls Tour to Eastbourne
took place from the 9th to the16th of
June.
The party of 62 stayed at the
Langham Hotel, close to the seafront
and town centre. During the week they
played an eleven rink match against
Royal Sovereign BC which they lost, an
eight rink match against Gildredge Park
B.C which was actually drawn but
conceded to the hosts under the points
system. Five rinks were played at the
Victoria Drive BC and three rinks at the
Motcombe Gardens BC both of which
resulted in wins for the LMBA. The next
port of call was the Hampden Park
Drive BC where the Lady President of
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the host club welcomed and shook
hands with the entire visiting party both
coming and going. The members were
not quite as pleasant, beating the
visitors out of sight! The final match
took place at The Parade BC where
LMBA fielded eleven rinks, two of
whom had to play one another. The
other nine teams won on seven rinks, a
great demonstration of skill and
endeavour. The President was ecstatic
and winners' prizes were handed out
wholesale.
During the tour one couple
celebrated their Golden Wedding and
another couple celebrated their 51st
anniversary. The tour finished with a

Gala Night at the hotel. The members
judged it to have been the best LMBA
Bowls Tour since inception.
The LMBA Drawn Triples Bowls
Competition was held at the Herts.
Watford B.C. on the 18th July.
Twenty four LMBA members, associates
and guests attended and play
commenced with two rounds of six
ends each using three bowls and, even
though the temperature soared to over
eighty degrees, play continued until
ISSUE 14

lunch. There were then two more
rounds and the Final of eight ends was
won by the team consisting of Carole
Gnessen, Alan Rosenstein and
skippered by the LMBA President, John
Laurence, by ten shots to four, against
Susan Lesser, Cyril Chapper and.
Melvyn Lesser.
Bernard Jacobs, the LMBA 2012
President, presented the trophy and
individual prizes. Tea and cakes were
served and the tombola prizes were
collected. The proceeds of the tombola
will be allocated to a suitable charity.
The LMBA Drawn Pairs Bowls
Competition was held at the Herts.
Watford B.C. on the 22nd August
Thirty two LMBA members, associates
and guests gathered and play
commenced with three rounds of six
ends using three bowls. Play continued
until each team had played two
matches. After lunch, three more
rounds were played and in total,
everyone played four matches. Gay
Laurence & Sonya Newland organized
the refreshments that were served.
The Final of eight ends was contested
between Team E, George Spary and
Terry Eustance, and Team P, Cyril
Chapper and Alan Dickens, and was
won by Team E by six shots to two.
Cyril Chapper has twice this season
been a runner-up - always the
bridesmaid! John Laurence, LMBA
President and Competition Secretary,
presented the Pairs Trophy and
individual prizes. The Tombola was run
by Gay Laurence, the proceeds of
which will be allocated to a suitable
charity. The next LMBA Competition,
the Australian Pairs, will be held on the
19th September.

The Mace Trophy
The Mace Trophy was initiated by the
LMBA in 2010 and was this year
defended by the LMBA from teams
from the Provinces of Cambs., Berks.,
Somerset., Bedford, Herts., Dorset,
Gloucester, Devon, Bucks., East Lancs.,
Notts.,Wilts., and Northants &
Hunts.The event was held under the
patronage of RW Bro. Rodney
Wolverson, PGM of Cambridgeshire; the
MetGM, RW Bro. Russell Race was there
for the third year running, and the PGM
of Nottinghamshire, RW Bro. Robin K.
Wilson was also in attendance, joining
twenty-four teams at the Chesterton
Bowls Club, Cambridge. RW Bro.
Wolverson named the Papworth
Charity, responsible for the wellbeing of
patients in the new Papworth Hospital,
currently under construction in
Cambridge, as the day's charity
beneficiary. Papworth is the UK's
largest specialist hospital for the
treatment of complex heart and lung
problems.
For the purposes of the competition the
teams were divided into two groups of
twelve. Each team played six ends or
were timed at 45 minutes. Eventually,
the two highest-winning teams,
Bedfordshire A and Gloucestershire B
played off for the Final and the next two
highest teams, Dorset and
Gloucestershire A played off for the 3rd
and 4th places.Bedfordshire A were the
eventual winners by a short margin of
shots and ends won. RW Bro. Rodney
Wolverson then presented the trophies
and a tribute was paid to W. Bro. Ian
Keech who founded the MACE Trophy.
The LMBA, who had won the Trophy
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in Gloucestershire in 2012, fielded two
teams who each won two matches and
lost two. The LMBA Team B. was
composed of three untried bowlers,
ably skippered by Mrs. Gabrielle (Gay)
Laurence, a very experience Middlesex
badged Bowler. They won their final
match of six ends by 18 shots to nil, the
highest recorded scoring win of the day.
LMBA Team A did not field the same
four team members as in 2012 however;
Ian Keech once again played in the
third position.
The day concluded with a musical
evening held in the Cambridgeshire
Masonic Hall. The entertainment was
very lively and greatly enjoyed. During
the interval there was a finger buffet
and a further visit to the bar.Afterwards,
RW Bro. Rodney Wolverson presented a
cheque to the representative of the
Papworth Charity and a bottle of Malt
Whisky was auctioned and fetched
£50.00. Next year, the Mace Trophy
competition will be held in Somerset.
LMBA President W. Bro John Laurence,
would like to express his grateful thanks
to everyone who helped to make the
day in Cambridge such a success!

George Spary & Terry Eustance winners of the
Drawn Pairs Competition with LMBA President
John Laurence and runners-up Cyril Chapper
& Alan Dickens.
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T H E M E N AT T H E T O P :

GRAHAM ROPER
A

“Man of Kent”, Graham was born
in December 1946 in Rainham
where his father, an engineer, worked
on the Flying Boats at Rochester.
Graham was educated at Gillingham
Grammar School and after leaving
school, went to work for an estate
agency. He recalls that the agency
gave away "John Bloom trading
stamps" and that this gave him an
interest into marketing and PR,
which complemented the property

development and management work
that became the mainstay of his
subsequent career. Subsequently, he
worked for a London agent that also
managed many types of property,
including boutiques and betting
shops and it was not uncommon for
young Graham to have to visit
tenants to collect any rents
outstanding! This general and
widespread grounding would stand
him in good stead in his later career
within the world of property
development.
In 1973, he joined the South
London Family Housing
Association ("SLFHA") as
Development Surveyor. His
task was to identify suitable
land and buildings for
purchase and subsequent
No pics of Graham
development - the other side
at the time of his
of what he had been doing as
an estate agent. This
imitation were
development role grew and
available, but here
his skill and capability
is a teenage
ensured his promotion to
picture instead!
deputy to the Chief
Executive, Maurice Cole, of
whom more later. Graham
recalls that whilst he was
very supportive of the social
role of the Housing
Association movement, the
1976 Initiated in Ashburton Park Lodge 4988
very slow speed at which it
and its Central Government
1978 Exalted in Ashburton Park Chapter 4988
paymasters moved was
1989 WM (and again in 1992)
massively frustrating to
1996 LGR
anyone who had worked in
2000 AGDC – Grand Lodge
the commercial world!
Before going on, however, it
2002 WM and Founder member of Clerkenwell
is
necessary to return to
Lodge of Installed Masters 9628
Maurice Cole, the
2003 JGW in MetGL (first such appointment in
abovementioned CEO. As
Met)
CEO and Deputy often
needed to be at London
2005 First Principal – Ashburton Park Chapter
meetings,
Graham's
4988 (and again in 2006)
"introduction" to the Craft
2006 Met Grand Chapter G Std. B and SLGCR
came when Maurice dropped
2009 Met Grand Inspector – PSGD and PAGSoj
in at Great Queen Street to
conduct Masonic business
Graham is also a member of Britannic Lodge 33
and Graham waited for him
before travelling back
and Clerkenwell Chapter of First Principals 9628.
together. Graham would visit

Masonic Career

26

the library with its interesting
historical stories and exhibits and it
was this that fired up his interest in
Freemasonry. Its commitment to
self-improvement, together with its
history and longevity, were
cornerstones that, in his view, gave it
the edge over other charitable
institutions.
No surprise then that in February
1976, at the age of thirty, Graham
was initiated into Ashburton Park
Lodge 4988 with Maurice as his
proposer. In the meantime however,
Maurice had become deeply unwell
and it was with great fortitude that he
left his sick bed in November 1976 to
Raise Brother Graham to the Third
Degree. This has great poignancy as
within two weeks Maurice, his friend
and mentor, passed to the Grand
Lodge above and this was the last
Masonic ceremony he ever
conducted. It left the fledgling Master
Mason in a lodge where he knew but
a few of the brethren, but he was
given great support by the lodge
members and his Masonic career
flourished.
After Maurice's death, SLFHA
offered Graham the position of Chief
Executive which he accepted.
However, the abovementioned
frustrations (property deals taking
anywhere up to two years before the
necessary funds became available!)
which had been building up over
some years, took their toll and he
became disenchanted and looked for
the next stage in his business career.
This he found in 1979 with Ward
Homes, a property development
company in Kent. After two years,
he was invited to form Berkeley
Homes (Kent) in partnership with
the now legendary Tony Pidgley and
Jim Farrar. The company's timing
was right and it expanded hugely
over the coming years, sufficiently so
that as The Berkeley Group, it was
listed on the London Stock Exchange,
with Graham eventually becoming
company Chairman!
Graham was fortunate that his
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Lodge met on Saturday afternoons
and his Craft Freemasonry did not
impact on his business life . He
subsequently became Master of the
Lodge in 1989. Exaltation into
Chapter came in 1978 but the First
Principal’s Chair came later in 2005
where he served a double term of
office. Graham’s management roles
with the Berkeley Homes Group in
an economic climate of financial
uncertainties meant that the business
assumed an important place in life’s
priorities.
The company was astute in its
business dealings and Berkeley
Homes was ready for the economic
downturn in the 80s and early 90s
ensuring its stability by becoming
cash-rich with no borrowings.
However, this meant that around fifty
thousand miles each year driving
around the UK together with a sixty
hour week took its toll on Graham.
Family life was important and he
decided to reduce his work load and
eventually retired in 2000.
His retirement meant that Graham
had more time to devote to his
Masonry. He was invited to meet
with Lord Northampton to discuss
Masonic public relations, as it was
difficult to get the national press to
present Freemasonry positively. This
was before the internet and it was
necessary to “package” Masonic news
with pre-prepared editorial copy and
photos to the local press, who
appeared more receptive. This
became part of Graham’s remit and
he also took responsibility for the
production of the London Column –
a Masonic magazine for London, sent
to Lodge Secretaries to distribute
with Lodge summonses. There were
problems with costs and when
Metropolitan Grand Lodge was
formed in 2003,it was closed down.
Currently Graham has involvement
with a number of charities and
community projects which include
the Salvation Army Housing
Association, the Guy’s and St
Thomas’ Foundation Trust and
Richard House Children’s Hospice as
well as maintaining a link with his
former employer Berkeley Homes by
way of acting as Chair of the Pension
Trust Committee. He lives with his
wife Wendy, a lawyer, in Sevenoaks.
Graham’s legacy to Freemasonry
would be greater openness and
public awareness as he feels that too
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much secrecy is not desirable. Before
1939, he advised, there appeared to
be a far greater knowledge of
Freemasonry within the community
and he considered it was this kind of
awareness that might encourage
eligible men to seek to join. He had
also suggested that at SLGR
investitures there might be an
opportunity for non-Masons to be
present, once again to promote the
Craft and all it represents. It was as a
direct result of this idea that it is now
accepted practise for wives and
partners to be invited to the SLGR
investiture .
As a final note, Graham has been
involved with the amateur stage
including pantomime and many
other on-stage appearances. He has
played with the Rainham Amateur
Theatrical Society, the Streatham
Comedy Club and the Dulwich
Players. This theatrical experience
has had a major impact on the
development of his ability in Masonic
Ritual. Graham believes that the
only way to counter ritual is to hit it
head on by learning by rote, line by
line until it sticks. Wise words indeed
and Masons who have reservations
about their proficiency and ability to
learn might well consider this good
advice. Graham has given us much to
consider.

W Bro. Graham
Roper today.

Five things you didn't know about Graham Roper:

1 Played drums in a sixties rock group called Keith Miller and the
Kinsmen.
2) In pantomime he has played the front part of a horse as well as
“all” of a dog.
3) Owns a number of classic cars which include a unique 1935
Rolls-Royce Salmons Jubilee.
4) Has been interviewed on BBC breakfast TV more than once.
5) Loves Arts &Crafts architecture and lives in a house designed by
famous British Architect Mackay Hugh Baillie Scott.
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More shooting
silverware!
W

Bro. Richard Gardiner PJGD,
Metropolitan Grand Inspector,
who regularly shoots fullbore target
rifle at Bisley, shot the National Rifle
Association 'Imperial' Meeting in July
and had a very successful year. For the
very first time in his shooting career
he was selected for the winning
England team, albeit as a reserve, in
the National match which is a match
against the Home Countries of

Scotland, Wales and Ireland. In
addition, he won the 'Howard
Wilkinson' Trophy, shot at 300 &
600yards, with a maximum score of
100 with 11 of his shots in the central
'v' bull.
It seems to us at arena that there
are a lot of excellent shots in MetGL
Grand Inspectorate! Very many
congratulations to Bro. Richard!

The LGRA one hundred years –
and still going strong
Today, many London
Masons and new Masters of
London Lodges have little
knowledge of the LGRA, the
London Grand Rank
Association, its
distinguished past and how
it continues to benefit
London Masonry alongside
Metropolitan Grand Lodge.
That is, until they receive a
letter offering them
preferment in London Grand
Rank and an offer from the
LGRA of Life Membership of
the Association. So perhaps
a little bit of background
may be helpful...
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T

oday, many London Masons
and new Masters of London
Lodges have little knowledge of
the LGRA, the London Grand
Rank Association, its
distinguished past and how it
continues to benefit London
Masonry alongside Metropolitan
Grand Lodge. That is, until they
receive a letter offering them
preferment in London Grand
Rank and an offer from the LGRA
of Life Membership of the
Association. So perhaps a little bit
of background may be helpful...
At the March 1887 Quarterly
Communication of Grand Lodge a
young London Past Master, James
Stephens, had the temerity (some
would say courage!) to rise in
Grand Lodge and propose that
London Lodges be divided into
four groups similar to Provinces.
As he so rightly pointed out,
unlike the Provinces where
Provincial honours were available,
merit amongst London Past
Masters could only be recognised
by their being appointed to Grand
Rank. His proposal was seconded
by a brother from Manchester but
fell on deaf ears. It was to be a

little over twenty years before
Brother Richard’s idea of a
London honours system became a
reality with the introduction in
1908 of London Rank, and the
formation of the LRA in 1909
who’s centenary we celebrated in
2009.
The objectives of the
Association were, “The promotion
of social intercourse amongst,
(a) those brethren who have been
appointed to London Rank, by
establishing a London Rank
Association which will meet after
every Quarterly Communication
of Grand Lodge; and
(b) the dealing in a fraternal
manner with any matters that
may arise from time to time
affecting London Masons.”
The original objectives of the
now LGRA still stand to this day.
In 1939 the new Grand Master,
HRH George, Duke of Kent (father
of our present Grand Master)
changed London Rank to London
Grand Rank to demonstrate that,
whilst there were no gradations
within it, London Grand Rank was
the equivalent of Provincial Grand
Ranks. In 1971 after a number of
ISSUE 14
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discussions with the then Grand
Secretary, it was decided to organise
annual meetings with the LGRA to
brief London Secretaries on what
was happening and to introduce new
Lodge Secretaries to their duties. In
1977, the Visiting Grand Officer
scheme was introduced, although at
that time limiting the service to
those Lodges which had no Grand
Officer. In addition to the Bulletin,
reprints of major papers from
previous years were produced and
the Grand Secretary began to use the
Bulletin itself to get important
messages out to London Masonry.
One of the problems for London
Masonry had been that when
brethren retired from work they
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often left London or had no reason
to come up other than to visit their
Lodges and Chapters. Many of them
joined local Lodges and left London
Masonry. To keep their interest, in
the late 1970s the LGRA agreed to
Area Groups being set up, a practice
which has proved of great value to
many retired London Masons. Today
there are eleven LGRA Area Groups
around the country.
By the 1990s the LGRA had
become a major player in London
Freemasonry, acting both as a focal
point for London members and as a
major communications channel
operating in both directions between
Grand Lodge and London masonry.
It was with a certain trepidation that

the LGRA and its members viewed
the move towards a more
independent and centralised
authority for London Freemasonry.
There were many who wondered if
the LGRA would continue to have a
role or any relevance if London were
formed into a Metropolitan area with
its own leader and executive. There
were many who thought that such a
transition could only lead to the
demise of the LGRA with its
functions being taken over by the
new body. However, when the
subject of the management of
London Masonry came on to the
agenda again, with the setting up of
the Assistant Grand Master’s
Working Party, the LGRA was to play
a major part in both providing
evidence to the Committee and in
reporting on to London Lodges the
various stages of its deliberations.
Happily, the LGRA survives and
continues to be a focus for London, a
major channel of communication on
London affairs and has built a sound
working relationship with MetGL.
Today the LGRA holds four
meeting a year in February, May,
August and November for members
and their guests with high level
speakers, both Masonic and nonMasonic. This gives members the
opportunity to meet and mix with
other holders of London Grand Rank
and discus matters relevant to
London Masonry. Members also
receive the Bulletin four times a year
(for life!) with news, views and
relevant practical information
regarding their London Masonry.
Source: An adaptation of the article
‘One hundred years young – the
Centenary of the LGRA’ by VW Bro
John Hamill, PGSwdB
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WHY SHOULD I VISIT...
ONE OF THE "KINDRED
LODGES"?
W. Bro Steve Gough, PAGDC and President of the KLA, asks...Were you ever in the
Scouts, Boys Brigade or any other youth organisation? How about rekindling some of
those old memories by visiting a youth-orientated Lodge? There are three such Lodges
within Metropolitan Grand Lodge: Torch 7236, Red Scarf 8448 and Sure & Steadfast of
the Kings Messenger 9100. They in turn are members of The Kindred Lodges
Association (KLA) a national association of youth-orientated Lodges...

T

he history of the KLA goes back
to 1952 when Freemasons from
five Lodges involved with Scouting
met in the then Imperial HQ for the
Boy Scouts Association. One of
those present was W.Bro Murray
Napier, OBE PJGD (Torch & Red
Scarf) and a Festival Meeting to get
together was suggested. The first
such meeting was held in the City of
London in September 1953 and was
timed specifically to coincide with
an annual reunion for Scouters, held
at Gilwell Park in Chingford. From
those early discussions the KLA
evolved into an organisation to
'facilitate and foster relationships
among Freemasons who are or were
involved in Youth Work'. Festival
Meetings are now held in the Spring
and Autumn each year, and member
Lodges take turns to host them. Now
the KLA membership boasts 31 Scout
Lodges, 5 Boys Brigade Lodges in the
UK, Affiliate Lodges in Australia,
Canada, Hong Kong, New Zealand
and South Africa, links to Scouting in
many other Counties, and over 100
associate members covering the
globe. Although MetGL can only
claim three of these Lodges, London
is surrounded by several more: Kudu
8662 (Radlett); St George 9325
(Staines); North Kent 2499
(Greenhythe); Pinewood 8426
(Surbiton) and Venturer 7897

30

(Chingford).
Torch Lodge No 7236
Torch Lodge was consecrated in
January 1952 by the Grand
Secretary, RW Bro Sir Sidney White,
with the express intention of
extending the opportunities for Scout
and other leaders of youth in London
to become members of the Craft.
Torch Lodge meets four times a year
at 10, Duke Street, and its
membership are predominantly
members of the Scout Association,
although there are some members of
St John Ambulance Brigade. Many of
its members are active Leaders
within several of the London Scout
Counties. The Lodge supported a
Scout with funding towards
attending the 2007 World Scout
Jamboree and has recently helped a
local Scout District with a donation
towards the purchase of first aid
equipment.
Red Scarf Lodge No 8448
During the performances of the
'London Gang Show', a production of
London scouts dating back to 1932
and which in the late 1960's were
held over a two week period at The
Golders Green Hippodrome, it was
discovered that some members of
the cast and the production team
shared another 'Brotherhood'. It

became the custom for those
members to meet for a drink, in the
theatre manager's office. Over the
years, the numbers of this 'gang'
grew substantially culminating in the
late W.Bro Murray Napier OBE,
PJGD, suggesting that a new Lodge
be formed with 'Gang Show'
participation being a basis for
membership.
The name of the Lodge comes
from the Gang Show itself, because
on stage when in 'Scout Uniform' a
'Red Scarf' or neckerchief was worn.
This was initially restricted to The
London Gang Show, but the practice
soon spread across the UK. The
Lodge was consecrated in September
1972 and from the floor of the
Consecration Ceremony fourteen
ears of corn were rescued,
corresponding in number to the
Founders. These were placed in a
silver casket which is now placed on
the Masters Pedestal prior to the
opening of every Lodge Meeting.
W. Bro Ralph Reader, CBE, 'Mr
Gang Show', is regarded as the
symbolic 'Founder' of the Lodge as it
was his creation that brought the
members together initially. He
served as the Founding Junior
Warden and Murray Napier was the
first Master. Interestingly, Bro.
Reader's son, W. Bro Bob CorpReader PDepGSwdB, was founding
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DC of the lodge and had the singular
honour of placing his father into the
Chair! The Lodge meets 4 times a
year at Butchers Hall, but will soon
be moving venues.
Sure & Stedfast Lodge of the Kings
Messenger 9100
The only Boys Brigade Lodge in
London (indeed there are only six in
the country) was consecrated in
1983, by the Grand Secretary, Cdr
Michael Higham CVO, PSGW. Whilst
planning in 1982 for the centenary of
the Boys Brigade in the following
year, some members of the two then
existing BB Lodges (Northumberland
and South Wales) had the idea of
forming a BB Lodge in London. The
Founders came from all over the UK.
Conscious of the links between the
founders of the BB, Sir William Smith
and the Scouts, Lord Baden Powell,
the Lodge was sponsored by Red
Scarf Lodge No 8448, who made a
presentation of a Bible to their
friends in the BB. In the Authorised
version of the Bible, Hebrews Ch6
v19 can be found the motto of the BB
- "Sure and Stedfast". Interestingly,
all of the Boys Brigade Lodges are
called 'Sure and Stedfast', but
because of the centenary, 9100
wanted to mark the occasion with
something special. A picture that
hung in Chapels or halls where BB
Companies met throughout the
world, depicted a boy in uniform.
This picture is entitled 'The Kings
Messenger'. With some help from
Cdr Higham, they were able to
secure the number 9100, it being the
100th anniversary of the foundation
of the BB. The Lodge meets 7 times a
year at Freemasons' Hall.
W. Bro Steve Gough, PAGDC,
Chairman of the KLA, comments:
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"All of these Lodges actively support
the youth organisations to which
they are orientated either by active
leadership, or by charitable
donations to individual members or
groups. Needless to say they are
always looking for new members,
but most of all they welcome visitors
to come and share their meetings.
You don't have to be a member of a
youth organisation to visit, but if you
are or ever have been, you might
recognise some of the customs or
practices used!”
Next year will see another increase
in the list of KLA lodges within
MetGL. Plans are at an advanced
stage to turn Unity, Peace and
Concord Lodge No.316 into a Past
Masters' Lodge for the KLA. Subject
to a few more hoops to be jumped
through, there will be a celebratory
meeting of the lodge in 2014 to
confirm its change of status.
Brethren may recall that in 2010

The Freemasons' Grand Charity
awarded the Scout Association a
development grant of £500k, spread
over five years. To date well over 400
new units have been set up
nationally and at the forthcoming
LGR Investiture in November this
year, some of these recipients will be
received into the meeting to say
'thank you'. This should be an
interesting and indeed colourful
moment, as their banners enter the
called-off meeting in the Grand
Temple. Can you imagine what the
processing Scouts will think as they
come into a packed temple of
freemasons in full regalia?! In any
case, we should have little to worry
about - as you may imagine, they
will "be prepared!"
For more information on the KLA
and its lodges, visit www.kindredlodges.org.uk
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So what's
Knights
Templar all
about then?
arena’s Chris Starnes looks into
the Knights Templar order

T

he United Orders of the
Temple, St John of
Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes
and Malta of England, Wales
and Provinces Overseas is the
governing body of what is
more often described as
“Knights Templar”, popularly,
if more briefly, known as
“KT”.
The Chivalric Order was
founded around the year 1119
by two French knights,
Hugues de Payens and
Godfrey de St. Omer,
primarily to protect pilgrims
in the Holy Land on their
travels to and from the Holy
City of Jerusalem. Originally
known as the "Poor Fellow
Soldiers of Jesus Christ", the
Knights were of aristocratic or
'gentle' birth and took
monkish vows of Poverty,
Chastity and Obedience. They
were granted buildings on
Temple Mount, or Mount
Moriah, within the religious
grounds that had once
enclosed King Solomon's
Temple. Later, the name
changed to the Knights of the
Order of the Temple, more
commonly known as "The
Templars".
The Order grew in wealth
and the jealousy it provoked,
and numbers and such was
the trust placed in the
Templars by Kings and
sovereign states that they
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acted as Treasurers
for much of the
Christian world.
This wealth
eventually
proved to
be their
downfall
and they
were
suppressed
and their estates
confiscated,
around the year 1307, by
King Phillip Ie Bel of France
and Pope Clement V.
Around 1740, in response
to the Papal Bull of 1738, a
number of Masonic degrees
with a Christian background
appeared in France and
gradually spread throughout
Europe. The most important
of these were a Masonic
Templar Rite and a Rose Croix
Degree, neither of which has
any historical or ritual
connection with the old
military orders or with the
mediaeval Rosicrucians.
The historic Order of the
Knights of St John was
founded in Jerusalem during
the first Crusade, about the
year 1099, by the association
of many pious Knights with
the Brothers of St. John’s
Hospital, which had been
founded in 1048 for the relief
of pilgrims travelling to
worship at the Holy
ISSUE 14
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Sepulchre.
It is not known how or precisely
when the Templar-Malta Rite
reached the British Isles but traces of
it are found in the 1760s. In all cases
the degrees appear to have been
adopted by Royal Arch Chapters and,
at first, worked by them under their
existing Charters. The present-day
ritual dates from the 1850s when it
was felt desirable to introduce a
measure of uniformity but is built
around the core of one dating from
the 18th century.
The accolade of Knight of the
Temple and Holy Sepulchre and
Knight of the Ancient and Masonic
Order of St John of Jerusalem,
Palestine, Rhodes and Malta are
conferred at separate meetings. The
ceremonies are profound and
exciting, and the regalia colourful
and evocative of chivalric pageant.
The United Orders of the Temple
and of Malta reinforce the tenets of
Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth and
are regarded by many as the
pinnacle of Freemasonry.
Candidates for the Order must be
members of good standing in the
Craft and Royal Arch who profess a
belief in the Christian Faith. The
Brother Knights pride themselves on
their happy and friendly meetings,
and it is often said amongst
members that this is their favourite
Order. On becoming a member of
Knights Templar, an installed Knight
will go through an extremely
interesting ceremony, taking him
through a pilgrimage and then
knighthood as a Templar. Once a
Knight has passed through his
installation ceremony, he is then
eligible to take the Mediterranean
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Pass and proceed to the degree of a
Knight of Malta. The regalia of the
order is impressive to behold,
especially when many knights are
gathered together. It consists of a
ceremonial sword, a tunic, a mantle,
a cap, a belt, gauntlets and a jewel as
shown in the inset photograph of
Eminent Knight, Terry Ward, Past
Great Herald, in full regalia.
The Headquarters of Great Priory
are located within and the Order
administered from Mark Masons’
Hall in London. The Head of the
Order is Timothy John Lewis, G.C.T.,
Most Eminent and Supreme Grand
Master. Within the Provincial Priory
of London, the Head is Rt. E. Kt.,
Michael Conrad Fox, Provincial Prior.
The Provincial Priory of London is
home to twenty eight Preceptories,
including Mount Calvary Preceptory
'D' and The Military Lodges'
Preceptory No.300, under whose
banner a Chapter of Provincial
Priory will be held on 30 September
at Mark Masons’ Hall.
The King Edward VII
Preceptory meets
several times a year at
Mark Masons’ Hall and
carries out
demonstrations of all the
ceremonies that are
used in the Order. These
provide a valuable
opportunity to see these
beautiful ceremonies
carried out to the
highest of standards.
Future dates are 3rd
September, 23rd
November and 14th
January
On the social side, and

showing that prowess with wielding
cold steel can translate into success
with swinging irons, the London KT
Golf Championship was held in May
at the RAC Club in Epsom. The
event was attended by the Provincial
Prior and The Sub Prior (who
played) along with the Provincial
Vice-Chancellor. In June, a team
from London KT travelled to
Clevedon in Somerset to accept a
challenge from the Somerset KT Golf
Society. Sadly, the London KT team
lost the match by one point.
However, the day was a great
success, as was the post golf dinner!
Brethren wishing to find out more
about the Order may refer to the
following links:
The Provincial Priory of London
website at:
www.provincialpriorylondon.info as
well of course, as the general website
for the Order at:
www.glmmm.com/kt/.
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Luxury for less
Exclusive rates for Masonic
dinners and drinks.
The refurbished Edwardian 4-star Kingsley Hotel by Thistle is the
ideal setting for Masonic dinners in the heart of Bloomsbury.
Enjoy our delicious 3-course Masonic dinner menu all from £20,
with discounted drinks we’ll make your evening perfect!
As well as Masonic dining we have a fully appointed Lodge
Room that holds up to 20 in comfort and at a competitive rate.
Meet in style. For Masonic events email:
thekingsley@thistle.co.uk

Terms and conditions apply. Subject to availability.
Alternative menus available on request.

KINGSLEY LONDON

thistle.com

FREEMASONRY IN MIND
W. Bro David Seddon,
LGR, of Lodge of
Progression No. 5934 has
written in to tell arena
about Masonic links with
Mensa...
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A

n essential part of Freemasonry
for me is 'belonging' to something
worthwhile and this is probably true
for all Masons! One of my other
memberships is with Mensa, the high
IQ society. Membership is gained by
passing a supervised IQ test at one of
its centres around the UK and abroad
after which one is invited to join. I
am not sure how many Masonic
Mensans there are, but would guess
there are many worldwide!
Members of Mensa have access to
Special Interest Groups ("SIGS") of
which there are many. Indeed, there
is a 'Freemasonry SIG' which is a
platform for information on all
matters Masonic. Subscription to the
SIG is available to all Mensans,
whether or not they are Masons. I saw
that nothing was included about
MetGL, so I got in touch to remedy
the situation. In return, I was asked
to reciprocate, hence this article!
Like Freemasonry, Mensa has a
global membership. Ages however

range from very young (currently 2
years old) to 103! Regional Officers
head up a team of Local Secretaries
(LocSec's) who arrange local meetings
for members. I am LocSec for Watford
and we hold two meetings each
month. One meeting is hosted by a
local member and topics vary widely
but are usually very thoughtprovoking. The other monthly
meeting involves a visit to the pub!
I'm hoping to include items of
interest/education in the
Freemasonry SIG quarterly to
enlighten readers about London and
MetGL, so if any brother has items of
interest/photos suitable for the public
domain, I would be delighted to hear
from them at
david@portfolioselect.co.uk! Here's a
link to an online Mensa workout
www.mensa.org.ukworkout which is a
good indicator for taking the
supervised test! More details on
Mensa are available at
www.mensa.org.uk.
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EMULATION LODGE OF
IMPROVEMENT - ANNUAL
PRECEPTOR'S FESTIVAL
M

embers and guests of the
Emulation Lodge of
Improvement, enjoyed a fine
evening of excellent ritual and
Masonic sociability at the Annual
Preceptor's Festival , held at
Freemasons' Hall on the 28th June.
The Festival, held each year to
celebrate the Preceptors of
"recognised" Lodges of Instruction,
demonstrates two ceremonies, with
the officers for each being filled by
members of such Lodges of
Instruction from across England and
Wales.
This year, the ceremonies of
Initiation and Installation were
demonstrated, much to the delight of
almost 150 attendees, who clearly
revelled in the very high quality of
the work.
Starting at 4.30pm precisely, under
the watchful eye of Senior Member,
VW Bro. Graham Redman, PGSwdB,
DepGSec, the Lodge was opened in
all three degrees, then resumed in
the first in preparation for the first
ceremony. At this point in the
evening, the demonstration of a
"latecomer" entry was shown when a
report was given at the door,
following which, after the usual
colloquy, the Lodge's Assistant
Secretary was admitted. After
completion of the first ceremony the
lodge was called off for ten minutes,
called on and the ceremony of
Installation commenced with a
completely different slate of Officers.
All who participated should be
congratulated for their fine efforts;
however, a special mention should
be reserved for W. Bros. Simon Juden
and Arthur Lea for their work as
Worshipful Master/ Installing Master,
both having produced very
accomplished performances of skill
and sentiment.
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AFLA Reunion at Pilgrim Lodge No. 238

T

he Anglo Foreign Lodges
Association Festival was a truly
unusual occasion...but first, some
background.
In 1903, W Bro. Major John
W.Woodall, Grand Treasurer in 1885,
met with sixteen other Freemasons
in London, to discuss forming a Club
with one ambition: “To promote
Freemasonry, Brotherly Love and
Harmony amongst different
nationalities and cultures, to create a
harmonious Association for the
members to enjoy the differing
working Masonic rituals offered by

their respective
Countries of origin”.
They founded the
International Masonic
Club, with the declared
object of uniting the
several different
foreign-speaking Lodges
working in London
under the English
Constitution and to seek
to contact Lodges
abroad recognised by
the United Grand Lodge
of England so that an
exchange of ideas and
visits could be arranged.
Four Lodges founded the
Association: PILGRIM LODGE
No.238; LOGE LA FRANCE
No.2060;LOGE L' ENTENTE
CORDIALE No.2796 and LOGGIA
ITALIA No.2687. Other Lodges have
joined the founders since and they
take it in turns to host the AFLA
reunion. The 2013 reunion was
hosted by Pilgrim Lodge No. 238,
which was consecrated in England in
1779 under the name of "Der Pilger"
and is the only Lodge, first under the

'Moderns' and then under the United
Grand Lodge of England, to have the
privilege to do its work in the
German language, using the
Schröder Ritual.
The Lodge and their AFLA and
other guests came together in June,
together with their guest of honour,
RW Bro. Michael Ward DepMetGM
for a double Second Degree
beautifully worked in German,
according to the Schröder Ritual, by
the WM, W. Bro Douglas Crudeli
Brethren who have not visited
Pilgrim Lodge have missed a highly
unusual second degree ceremony!
Whilst we can inform you that the
ceremony involved rose petals and
that all the members of the Lodge
wear Top hats throughout, we can
say no more!
The next AFLA reunion meeting
will be held c. April 2015 and will be
hosted by Anglo-America Lodge No.
2191. The association will welcome
new member lodges who have
overseas connections. For more
information please contact the
Secretary W.Bro David Bailey SLGR,
PProvJGD, america_lodge@mac.com

Jubilee Masters Lodge host Prestonian
V

W Bro. Dr. Paul Richard
Calderwood, PGSwdB,
is perhaps better known to
us in London as an Assistant
Metropolitan Grand
Superintendent and the subject of the
"Men at the Top" series in arena 13.
He is of course, also the 2013 Prestonian
Lecturer. His chosen topic: "As we were
seen: Freemasonry and the Press",
which he gave to the brethren of the
Jubilee Masters Lodge No. 2712 and
their guests in June this year.
VW Bro. Calderwood's lecture sets out
to examine the way in which
Freemasonry was portrayed in the
national press in England and Wales
during the twentieth-century. It
considers how and why the public
image (as distinct from the internal
image) of Freemasonry changed from
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that of a highly-respected élite
organisation, at the centre of public life
in 1900, to a position on the fringes in
the 1990s, regarded by many people
with suspicion and disapproval and
concludes that this was mainly- but not
solely - due to masonic withdrawal from
public life.
For those who missed this fascinating
lecture, its next London outing will be
on the 27th November 2013 at the
London Grand Rank Association's next
quarterly meeting (see also page 28
above for more details on the LGRA).
For more details contact
lgra@btconnect.com.

VW Bro Dr. Paul
Richard Calderwood,
PGSwdB
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NEW ZEALAND LODGE No. 5175
COCKTAIL PARTY

A

fter a good-weather summer
of sunshine and warmth,
hopes were high for a glorious,
maritime treat on the historic
HMS President moored at
Thames Embankment where the
New Zealand Lodge No. 5175 was
due to hold its Cocktail Party to
celebrate support for the
Metropolitan Masonic Charity.
Poor weather sadly intervened,
but the excellent party brought a
dreary Sunday afternoon in
September to life with
entertainment, prosecco,
canapés and some history!
The HMS President, formerly
the HMS Saxifrage is one of the
last three surviving warships
built during the First World War.
This anti-submarine vessel
offered the perfect setting with
South Bank in the back drop. As
the waves of the Thames rocked
the boat, the live Cabaret –
Frankie Roma– sang old Rat Pack
favourites together with recent
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hits from Michael Bublé. If not
on the dance floor you were
enjoying the company of other
Masons and their guests. There
was a raffle, proceeds to be
added to New Zealand Lodge’s
forthcoming donation to the
MMC, where the prizes on offer
were a) a helicopter ride for two
b) three tickets for a medieval
banquet for two c) three
speedboat rides for two.
Finally, a humorous reenactment of the Death of
Nelson brought the afternoon’s
entertainment to a thrilling
climax. Special thanks to W. Bro
Fred Butler, LGR, Secretary of
New Zealand Lodge together
with W. Bro Phil Chamberlain,
SLGR for organizing such a
stellar event on behalf of the
Lodge, and extra thanks to the
staff of HMS President, The
Medieval Banquet and Thames
RIB Experience.
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THE NEW MSF ELIGIBILITY
CALCULATOR
T
he MSF reached out to
Metropolitan Masons in the last
edition of arena to ask how they can
build awareness of the health and
care grants Masons can apply for.
Unfortunately for the Charity, no
one responded!
In light of this feedback, the MSF
went their own way and launched
the "MSF Eligibility Calculator". The
new online tool allows Masons and
their dependants, in the privacy of

their own home, to self-assess if they
are eligible to apply for a medical,
dental, mobility, respite or
counselling grant.
Brethren can find out and explore
if they are eligible to make an
application to the Fund by visiting
the website today or going direct to:
www.msfund.org.uk/eligibilitycalculator
The MSF know it is getting tougher
for people to access health and

social care where they live. They
strongly believe that answering the
ten simple questions asked by the
Eligibility Calculator could prevent a
long wait, or huge expense, to
receive the health and care support
you need.

MASONIC MALIN-MIZEN
MARATHON
W
. Bro. Pádraig Belton,
presently IPM of the Lodge of
Assistance No. 2773, is going to be
running unaccompanied from
Malin to Mizen from the 1st-12th
October, a 400-mile Masonic
marathon and a charity stunt for
Macmillan Cancer Support.
Last year, and in a neighbouring
island, Brother Paddy cycled Land's
End-John o' Groats, stopping each
night to visit Masons along the
way, and raising £3,570 for the
Metropolitan Grand Lodge's appeal
for the Royal London Hospital's
Trauma Unit. He was met at the
finish line of Britain by a party
from John o' Groats Lodge, No
1333, in the Grand Lodge of
Scotland.
He's being hosted by lodges
straight the way down Ireland, and
will begin his run in Malin with a
send-off by St Columb's Lodge No
297, Movile, the most northerly
lodge in Ireland. Twelve days later,
he will be scooped up in Mizen by
waiting brethren (though hopefully
not kept too long) from Lodge No
15 in Skibbereen, Ireland's most
southerly Masonic unit.
Brother Pádraig will again be
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writing live updates along the way,
with anecdotes about the Masons
and other people he meets as he
traverses Ireland, on the
Freemasonry Today website, and
on Twitter (as @cyclingpaddy).
There is more about his route, and
the ability to donate, on
www.justgiving.com/RunPaddy,
and there is a charity dinner after
in the House of Lords.
Brother Belton will be running a
marathon-and-a-quarter each day 33 miles, on average. It appears
this is the first time anyone has
ever run Malin-Mizen, solo and
unaccompanied--which is how
Pádraig will be making his Masonic
way down Ireland.
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Ask the Metropolitan
Grand Director of
Ceremonies
We continue the new series for arena, where the MetGDC
answers your questions on Masonic etiquette...
Question: When I was initiated I
was told that I had to wear a white
shirt to meetings, but I have seen
some people wearing shirts of
different colours in lodge. Can I
start to wear coloured shirts to
meetings now?
Answer: The vast majority of
Masons wear white shirts to
meetings. This is because they
are freely available and most
members have a white shirt in the
wardrobe. They also look very
smart, and since Masonic dress is
often smarter than our everyday
wear it is understandable that we
wish to look as well turned out as
possible.
However when you examine the
rules, you will see that the only
part of the shirt which must be
plain white is the collar. The rest
of the shirt can be coloured, up to
a point: if it is not completely
white is should be of a restrained
colour, stripe or hue, combining
the guidance issued by the Board
of General Purposes and Graham
Redman’s excellent book “Masonic
Etiquette Today”. On this basis a
shirt with a white collar and subtle
stripe is acceptable, but one which
is bright red in colour is not!
That is not the end of the story,
because traditionally certain shirt
patterns are worn by Masons in
certain positions and offices.
The Grand Director of
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Ceremonies and his Deputies
historically have worn shirts with
a blue stripe when on duty at
Craft meetings and a red stripe at
Royal Arch meetings. This
continues to be the case in
London. The MetGDC, his
Deputies and former Deputies
wear shirts with a coloured stripe
appropriate to the order, blue
stripe for Craft, red stripe for
Royal Arch: in fact, this may have
prompted your question in the
first place. Current and former
MetDepGDCs wear those shirts
with great pride since they signify
the important and unique service
which they give to MetGL and
MetGC. Consequently the other
MetDCs and Escorting Officers, as
well as MetStwds, should always
wear plain white shirts when on
duty.
The MetGC Rulers have also
adopted a shirt with a subtle red
stripe when in Chapter meetings
to signify the high status and
regard they have for that order.
Although imitation is the
sincerest form of flattery, it is
advisable for members of London
lodges and chapters to be
circumspect and careful about
wearing shirts with those stripes,
just in case it is misinterpreted!

W. Bro Patrick Penny,
The Metropolitan Grand DC
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