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FOREWORD

RW Bro Michael Ward
Deputy Metropolitan Grand Master
Brethren and Companions all,
It gives me great pleasure to
introduce the spring edition of arena.
The masonic season is in full-swing and
there is much going on in the
Metropolitan area. So much so, that as
usual, it is hard to know where to
begin! Perhaps I can start by drawing
your attention to the new "Helicopter"
Appeal, as highlighted on the front
cover of this edition? Introduced by
the MetGM at the packed Annual
General Meeting on 5th March (see
page 4 for the story), MetGL and
MetGC are looking to donate £2m
towards the £5m required to purchase a
second helicopter for the London Air
Ambulance charity, with which we
have had a long standing relationship. I
hope that you will be able to
wholeheartedly support this new
Appeal with the same enthusiasm and
generosity as you have with all our
previous charity Appeals.
Whilst the spring sees us looking
forward, it would be remiss not to spare
a moment of reﬂection for the passing
of W. Bro Clive Thompson, MetGInsp,
who passed to the Grand Lodge above
in December and whose company is
sorely missed. A memorial service for
Clive has been arranged by his family
and they have expressed the wish that
an invitation to attend be extended to
all Brethren and Companions. It will be
held at St Paul's Church, Covent
Garden, on 26 March at 12 noon.
Turning from unhappy times to
occasions of joy, the MetGM and I have
been delighted to see the large number
of long service certiﬁcates that have
been being presented to our members,
including the PMetGM, RW Bro. Rex
Thorne, as highlighted on page 14.
We’ve also been pleased to see the large
number of brethren attending not only
the seminars organised by Metropolitan
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Grand Lodge, but also the New Masons'
Receptions, which work so well in
making our Craft more familiar to
recent members and their families and
friends.
On the Royal Arch side, we are
looking forward to the Annual
Convocation of Metropolitan Grand
Chapter on 16th April 2015, and hope
each Chapter can be represented when
Companions receive SLGCR, LGCR,
and LCR and the formal business is
completed. Our Talking Heads
presentations, which raise our proﬁle
as The Next Step in Freemasonry,
continue to be well received in London
Lodges and, increasingly, in the
Provinces with planned future
performances in Surrey, Jersey,
Guernsey and Suffolk.
I am sure that I speak on behalf of all
London masons in congratulating VW
Bro. Charles Grace on his being
invested with the “Order of Service to
Masonry”(OSM) by the ProGM at the
March Quarterly Communication of the
Grand Lodge. This award recognises
the incredible contribution that VW Bro
Charles has made to English
Freemasonry on top of his commitment
to London over many years. The OSM
is the highest honour the Grand Master
can confer on any member of the Craft
and is limited to 12 holders only worldwide. For the full citation see here.
I hope that like me, you are all
enjoying this busy 2014/15 masonic
season (and please don't forget to take
down some of the advance dates for
your Diary on page 11!). As we move
forward towards the summer, I wish
you and your families a relaxing time
off hopefully on summer holidays.
Yours sincerely and fraternally,
Michael
RW Bro. Michael Ward, DepMetGM
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£2 MILLION PLEDGED BY
LONDON FREEMASONS
FOR A SECOND AIR AMBULANCE
A

s many of you will have seen
reported by BBC News, the
Evening Standard and Porchway
News, London Freemasons are
donating £2 million pounds towards
the ‘Your London, Your Helicopter’
campaign for London's Air
Ambulance. This campaign aims to
provide a second emergency medical
helicopter for use by London’s Air
Ambulance advanced trauma team
and aims to extend total daylight
ﬂying hours, thus providing an even
more effective emergency service to
London. The MetGM, and Stratton
Richey, PJGD, MetGInsp, joined
Metropolitan Charity Steward, Tony
Shields, PGStB, at a reception at No.
11 Downing Street, where the
campaign was kick-started by the
Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Rt
Hon. George Osborne, MP.
Graham Hodgkin, CEO of London’s
Air Ambulance, said “We are blown
away by the generosity of London
Freemasons which brings us
signiﬁcantly closer to our aim of
having a second emergency medical
helicopter up and running by this
summer. For many years, London
Freemasons have been regular
supporters of our work and we thank
all those Freemasons across the
4

Metropolitan area who will be
working tirelessly to raise the two
million pounds.” The fund-raising
campaign was started with the
presentation of a cheque for £250,000
to Neil Jeffers, Chief Pilot of LAA
during the 2015 AGM of Metropolitan
Grand Lodge, by the Metropolitan
Grand Master, Russell J. Race, DL,
who commented, “Freemasons both
in London and all over the country
have been donating to Air
Ambulances for many years. We at
the Metropolitan Grand Lodge of
London are delighted however to
have an opportunity to speciﬁcally
assist in the provision of this vital

second helicopter for London.” Bro.
Tony added “London Air Ambulance
delivers an essential 24 hour service,
365 days a year to the London
community, London Freemasons are
proud to be raising the funds to
enable them to deliver that service
more effectively.”
"Support the London Air
Ambulance" pin badges have gone on
sale from the Metropolitan Grand
Lodge Ofﬁce at Freemasons’ Hall.
The badges cost just £5 and all
proceeds go directly to the new
appeal. Badges can also be bought in
bags of ten for resale at Lodge and
Chapter meetings.
ISSUE 20
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DAVID
THOMPSON
David and
Christine
Thompson
around the
time of his
Initiation.

David and
his wife
Christine
on holiday
in Egypt.

D

avid was born in Tooting, South
London. The son of an
engineering draughtsman, who was
employed by the South Eastern Gas
Board, the family moved shortly after
to the leafy suburb of Kingston upon
Thames, which was in those days
still part of the County of Surrey.
Early schooling was local and David
attended All Saints Parish Church
where he was also a chorister.
Subsequently he was “head hunted”
by St Luke’s, Kingston (as a member
of the Cub Scouts), where he was to
continue his role as (Head) boy
chorister for some time. This
“defection” to the new Church,
although unwitting at the time,
would be pivotal in subsequent
developments in David’s life, not
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least his marriage to
Christine and introduction
to Freemasonry. David
still 'helps out' the Choir
occasionally, by singing
with them at big festivals.
David says that at
school he was not very
academic or sporty, but
had interests in history,
geography and arts and
crafts. At the age of
eleven he became a
“grammar stream" pupil
at Rivermead Boys
School. Through his
Church he became
involved in amateur theatre
and was soon invited to
play male roles in
productions performed by
Tifﬁn Girls School and
Bonner Hill Girls School!
Back at school he played
(2nd Row) in the First XV at
Rugby and was House
Captain. The school had ﬁve
houses and each school day the
House Captains took turns to act as
Head Boy. No doubt his youthful
foray into the world of school
dramatics and subsequently as a
Church Warden gave him sufﬁcient
practice in memorising words and in
ceremonial movement!
Acquiring six “O” Levels, David
toyed with the idea of becoming a
Surveyor. Trigonometry and
geometry were subjects he was good
at but after an unsuccessful
application to John Laing, the major
construction company, he decided to
become an insurance clerk with
Legal & General in the City of
London, where he would spend his
lunchtime exploring the locality. His
father, by then the Plant

Construction Engineer at the Gas
Council, suggested that he might take
on the role of accountancy trainee
within that organisation. He applied
and was accepted. However, the role
demanded that he take the
examinations to become a Certiﬁed
Accountant. Thus he began his
studies at the South West London
College, a College specialising in
accountancy and management
studies where he passed his
foundation exams subsequently
qualifying as a member of the
Institute of Management Services.
David was allocated to internal
audit, a skill which would
subsequently hold him in good stead
for his future career. This was at the
time of the so called North Sea
Bubble. His father had in the
meantime assumed responsibility for
the design and build of compressor
stations. David’s new role allowed
him plenty of time out of the ofﬁce
and what young man would not
relish the helicopter rides as part of
his audit remit to check pipelines?
After four years with the Gas
Council, he moved to become a
Management Accounting Assistant
with the Kingston and Richmond
Area Health Authority in 1974. He
then joined the London Borough of
Merton where he was responsible for
managing the Council’s £80 million
Consolidated Loans Fund. Up until
now there had been no hint of
Freemasonry. There would be
development later in 1981 when
David’s association with St Luke’s
Church would lead to an introduction
to Freemasonry by way of Initiation
into United Mariner’s Lodge No. 30.
This came about when his co-Warden
(Freddie Cook) asked David if he had
considered becoming a Freemason.
5

David’s father died in 1976 (shortly
after David's marriage to Christine)
and although a Freemason, (MM) he
had not really had the opportunity to
introduce him to Masonry. And so it
was that in 1981 David was initiated
into United Mariner’s Lodge. He was
Installed Master of the Lodge in 1989
and had in the meantime, in 1984,
been Exalted into the United
Mariner’s Chapter No. 30, where he
subsequently became First Principal
in 1992. In 1995, he joined Lovekyn
Chantry Lodge No. 6807, a Lodge for
those connected with Kingston
Grammar School. London Grand
Rank followed shortly after in 1997
and London Grand Chapter Rank was
bestowed in 1999. SLGR came six

Masonic Career

1981 Initiated - United Mariner’s
Lodge No.30
1984 Exalted - United Mariner’s
Chapter No.30
1989 WM - United Mariner’s Lodge
1992 Z - United Mariner’s Chapter
1995 Joined Lovekyn Chantry Lodge
No. 6807 (Kingston Grammar
School)
1997 LGR
1999 LGCR
2000 WM - Lovekyn Chantry Lodge
& 01
2002 Joined Lovekyn Chantry
Chapter No.6807 (formerly
Sudbrook No. 6440)
2003 SLGR
2004 WM - United Mariner’s Lodge
(251st Year)
2005 Z Lovekyn Chantry Chapter
2006 PPAGReg (Surrey)
2007 SLGCR
2007 Joined City of London Lodge of
Installed Masters 8220
2007 VO Craft
2009 VO RA
2010 PAGDC & PGStB
2010 SVO (RA)
2012 Appointed MetGI (Craft)
2012 PSGD & PGSoj

years later. David’s family of wife and
three daughters are supportive of his
Freemasonry and when he used to
leave home with his masonic case in
hand one of the daughters would
remark that "Dad is off to Boy
Scouts.”
Back to the day job… David had
moved on from his responsibilities at
Merton in 1978 and became Group
Auditor within the London Borough
of Hounslow at the time when
declaration of membership of the
Craft became a hot potato. He recalls
some interesting "checking up"
events in this internal audit role. On
one occasion, David and co-workers
had to pose as market buyers at the
Western International Market near
Heathrow in Middlesex. Using
marked ﬁve pound notes and having
the powers of search they discovered
that the gate staff at the market had
been fraudulently keeping some of
the entrance money (he also fondly
remembers quafﬁng pints of Fullers
ESB at 5am in the morning in the
market bar!). Then in 1989 he
became Head of Management Audit
and Review for Imperial College
London, where David stayed until
2006 when he took early retirement.
Even so, after formal retirement he
continued to work part-time in the
voluntary sector by becoming a Retail
Administrator at the Princess Alice
Hospital in Esher, Surrey from 2007 –
2011, producing sales management
information in respect of some 30+
shops.
David was made Governor of his
former secondary school at the age of

David enjoying a pint.

19 and has held responsible posts in
numerous organisations both within
the Church and local communities.
He was also a Justice of the Peace, a
role he held for twenty four and a
half years, together with many other
responsibilities within that
environment. His role as JP meant
that he would sometimes have to
make prison visits. Waving goodbye
to the family in the morning he
would tell them he’s off to see a
prison. Regrettably, one of the young
daughters, whilst at Primary School,
when asked by the teacher what had
happened during the Summer
Holidays replied that “Daddy went to
prison”. Needless to say the truth
ﬁnally emerged and his family's
honour was saved!
Even with all this extramural
involvement, David still had time to
complete a BA in History and History
of Art, Architecture and Design at
Kingston University in 1996. In 2004,
he sat in the Chair of King Solomon
for the second time in United
Mariner’s Lodge as it celebrated its
251st year. Provincial honours were
achieved in Surrey with PProvAGReg
in 2006, closely followed by SLGCR in
2007. Membership of the Worshipful
Company of Makers of Playing Cards
led to him joining the City of London
Lodge of Installed Masters No. 8220
in 2007, the year in which he became
a VO. David’s masonic responsibilities
are currently conﬁned to Craft and
Holy Royal Arch, and in 2010, David
became PAGDC in Craft and PGStB in
Holy Royal Arch. In 2012, David was
appointed as a Metropolitan Grand

David pictured recently.
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Inspector in the Craft as well as PSGD
and PGSoj.
A hobby horse might be considered
LOI. The existence of Lodges of
Instruction which met regularly, even
once a week, may seem now to be
halcyon. David believes that LOI as such
was a way, and still is, of masons
forming this bond of friendship which
can only beneﬁt the Lodge in particular
and freemasonry in general. It appears

that with demographic changes that LOI
in London has now become a luxury as
many masons are unable to attend for
various reasons. He also hopes that
freemasonry might become more
normalised and there should be no
mistake that we are not associated or
mistaken for other “societies of men”
who wear sashes but do not necessarily
name honour and virtue as attributes.

Five things you didn't know about David Thompson:

1) Technically vandalised a "Tardis"-style Police Telephone Box when in archery at school, his arrow having
embedded itself in the box.

2) Married on Valentine’s Day 1976 (a true Romantic and easy to remember his Anniversary!).

3) Took up the Trombone in 1997 and now plays in the Redstone Community Big Band, enjoying playing
'Count' Basie and 'Duke' Ellington Classics amongst others.

4) Chaired the last ever Sitting of Kingston Magistrates' Court in 2011.

5) Enjoys reading suspense, crime fiction and the novels of Dan Brown, Andy McNab and Clive Cussler.

CONNAUGHT CLUB UPDATE

L

ike the rest of the Masonic
community, the Connaught Club
was busy at the close of the last
quarter: indulging in countless turkey
dinners, and conjuring up a plethora
of ambitious resolutions whilst
nursing a sore head.
The Club’s infamous Christmas
dinner took place at the East India
SPRING 2015

Club in early December where over
eighty young Masons enjoyed the
food, the fellowship, and the, frankly,
awful singing until the early hours of
the morning. As the Club’s ﬂagship
event, the Christmas dinner is a
brilliant opportunity to meet other
young Masons and catch up with old
friends; but most importantly, to

make sure your table makes the most
noise. This year, the Club was
honoured to host RW. Bro Sir David
Wootton on his ﬁrst visit to the Club we promise to be on best behaviour
next time!
After the Christmas break, the Club
leapt straight back into action by
hosting its Annual Club Quiz on the
7

2nd January at the Freemason’s Arms.
The quiz is always a hotly contested
affair, and this year Bro. Colin LutherDavis asked the questions in his dulcet
Liverpudlian tones which ranged from
the challenging to the downright
impossible. As always, there was a
competition for the best team name (all
of which cannot be reprinted for legal
reasons), and the Really Rubbish Rafﬂe
(where unwanted Christmas presents
were given new homes in the name of
charity).
On the 10th January the Club hosted
the Metropolitan Grand Orator, W. Bro
John Hammond, PGPurs, at the Club’s
Lodge (Burgoyne No. 902) who delivered
two short orations. The ﬁrst focussed on
where ritual came from, its purpose, and
whether it should continue in its current
form. As you can imagine, this sparked
some lively debate! The second oration
was on Masonic 'Fire', where we learnt
about the possible inﬂuences for this
peculiar tradition, and decided that the
Club should invent its own. The Club
lodge then hosted a buffet Festive Board
in the Sun Tavern, as we attempted to
keep costs down and brotherly love high
at this frugal time of year.
On the 28th February, we presented a
cheque for £3,000 to a delegation from
the Royal British Legion. These were the
proceeds of our fundraising efforts from
last year’s cycle ride from Freemasons’
Hall to the Menin Gate in Belgium (see
arena 19 for details). We also hosted a
number of military lodges and presented
a short video of our journey to Ypres,
kindly produced by the new
Metropolitan Video Unit and Connaught
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Club member W. Bro Greg Brennan.
So, that is what we have been getting
on with; but, in truth, this is an
extremely quiet time for us and we have
plenty of events coming up. On the
25thMarch the Club is hosting a talk on
the Royal and Select Masters from the
Grand Master, M.Ill.Comp. J. Alan
Wright, at Mark Masons’ Hall. On the
7thMay, the Club will be hosting its
annual Open Reception, which is a
chance for Club members to bring
guests, girlfriends and prospective
Masons behind to see the Grand Temple
and have a look around Freemasons’
Hall. There will be three short
presentations, followed by a reception
including a buffet and wine. The event
is always oversubscribed, and often the
tipping point in helping prospective
Masons decide to take the plunge!
Information on how to purchase your
ticket will follow shortly on the Club
website – www.connaughtclub.org
Don’t forget that in between the Club’s
formal events, we host a monthly social
on the ﬁrst Friday of every month at the
Freemason’s Arms - a perfect
opportunity to chat with other young
Masons over a pint and unwind after the
working week! The Club’s calendar is
developing and changing all the time, so
please visit the website for more details
on upcoming events, information on the
Club, or to become a member! If you
would like to attend one of the above
events, or contact the Club, please email
the Club’s Communication Secretary,
Lewis Clement at
lewis@connaughtclub.org.
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A YOUNGER
MASON SPEAKS...
Godfrey A. Junior

I

t was a cold, dark evening in 2013
when I was initiated into Domus
Dei Lodge No. 5151 in the Province
of Hampshire and Isle of Wight. I
really did not know what to expect I joined with an open mind.
Domus Dei is a member of the
United Grand Lodge of England
University Scheme programme.
Students join a lodge during their
time at University and by the time
they graduate, they will have been
Passed and ﬁnally Raised to the
sublime degree of a Master Mason.
Some students stay on as members
of their mother lodge, but some
resign because of work and family
commitments - I sadly resigned, as
I moved to London through work.
Frankly, and now regrettably, I
was never initially interested in
joining the Royal Arch. This all
changed on a visit to my friend
Jack Harris’ Lodge, Brixton
Ramblers No. 3347. It was the Royal
Arch representative there, Roger
Wakeﬁeld, LGCR, who gave a short
talk whilst presenting a grand lodge
certiﬁcate to a newly raised Master
Mason on the connection between
the Craft and Chapter, touching on
the history of the order and
explaining that joining the Royal
Arch is the completion and climax
of "pure Ancient Freemasonry".
After the meeting I spoke to
Roger and told him I was interested
in joining the Royal Arch.He put
me in contact with Ray Ride,
MetGInsp, who is the Scribe E
(Secretary of the Chapter). After a
few months I was proposed by Ray
and seconded by Jack into the
Royal Standard Chapter No. 1298. It
was a special event as it was the
ﬁrst time in the history of the
Chapter that an emergency meeting
was held, and it was great to have
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friends from my mother Lodge, the
Connaught Club and the Kent Club
in attendance. The actual
ceremony of Exaltation is very
different from the three degrees in
the Craft; it is very moving and for
me it’s a spiritual ceremony
focusing on ﬁnding and realising
God. The Ceremony of Exaltation
was amazing and very colourful. It
was exactly what I thought my
Initiation was going to be like. I was
welcomed with open arms by the
members of the Chapter and
E.Comp Ian Currans, AMetGSupt,
presented me the Exaltee’s Guide.
A few weeks later, I attended the
Welcome Seminar for New
Companions, where the history of
the Royal Arch; aspects of the
Ceremony of Exaltation; signs;the
layout of the Chapter room;Ofﬁcers
of the Chapter ;regalia; and the
protocols of the Festive Board were
all discussed and explained in
detail. The seminar was very
informative and for me built strong
foundations and furthered my
enthusiasm for the Royal Arch.
So what have I gained from
joining the Royal Arch? It has
exposed me to the more
metaphysical principles of
Freemasonry and has brought the
whole Masonic system to a
completion in a spectacular way. I
have not looked back since joining
the Royal Arch and I’m particularly
looking forward to taking up my
ﬁrst ofﬁce as 2nd Assistant
Sojourner and, of course, wearing
bright red socks! I would encourage
all Master Masons to join the Royal
Arch and attend the Welcome
Seminar for New Companions… if
you enjoyed the Ceremonies in the
Craft,you will love the Ceremony of
Exaltation!
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METROPOLITAN
GRAND MASTER
MAKES CHARITY
PRESENTATIONS
W. Bro Trevor Koschalka attended the
presentation for arena and reports as follows:

O

n Friday 23rd January 2015,
more than ﬁfty representatives
from charities who had been
supported by both the Metropolitan
Masonic Charity and The
Freemasons' Grand Charity
assembled in the Drawing Room at
Freemasons’ Hall.
After a short introduction and
welcome by W. Bro Tony Shields,
PGStB, Metropolitan Grand Charity
Steward, the visitors were taken on a
tour which included a short
presentation in the Grand Temple by
one of the guides who outlined the
history of Freemasons’ Hall and
some of the symbolism powerfully
represented in the Temple. After a
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visit to the Library & Museum of
Freemasonry, where the party were
able to view the current exhibition,
they returned to the Drawing Room
where refreshments were served.
The Metropolitan Grand Master,
Russell Race, then gave a short
address welcoming the recipients
and explaining why charity is
fundamental to Freemasonry. The
MetGM said he hoped that the
cheques that they were receiving
would help them to continue in their
important work. Bro. Race then
presented cheques to the charities
present, on behalf of the
Metropolitan Masonic Charity and
The Freemasons' Grand Charity.

Many charitable organisations
were represented, including two
London churches who have received
funding for restoration projects; the
St. John's Ambulance, for ﬁrst aid
training for young people in
deprived communities: SSAFA, the
UK's oldest armed forces charity, to
fund mentoring for servicemen and
women discharged from the armed
forces due to injury and illness;
Happy Days, to fund respite holidays
for children with multiple disabilities
and complex medical problems, and
U Can Do It, to fund online training
and computer support for the over
65s.
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EVENTS PAGE
arena readers may be interested to make diary entries for
some of the many events that will be taking place in the
Metropolitan area throughout the rest of 2015…
MetGL Charity Quiz / Trivia Evening
– 8th June 2015
A new MetGL charity event will be held on board
RS Hispaniola on Monday 8th June 2015. The evening
will commence at 6.00pm and comprise a mix of quiz
questions, trivia games, fun events and a grand rafﬂe
with the aim of raising funds for the Metropolitan
Masonic Charity. There will be a licensed bar and food
will be available for purchase on the night. Cost is just
£10 per person. Tables are available for groups of up to
6 brethren to represent their Lodge or Chapter. This
event is only open to Masons, but mixed-Lodge or
friendship based teams are permissible.Any brother
wanting to book into this fantastic event or requiring
further information should contact Richard Goodwin at
r.goodwin@btinternet.com

Metropolitan Grand Officer’s
Mess – 24th March 2015
In the presence of the
Metropolitan Grand Master,
members of the Metropolitan Mess can again enjoy an
opportunity to catch up with old friends and make new
ones. Taking place in the opulent surroundings of the
5-star Grange (City) Hotel, members can relax and
enjoy a champagne reception and an excellent three
course meal with wine. Having appreciated guest
speaker John Sergeant at the last Mess, this time
around members can listen to this month’s superb
speaker, Jimmy Greaves, who scored 464 goals in just
657 games for club and country. For further
information, Metropolitan Ofﬁcers should contact Tony
Hawley at tonyhawley@stylee.com

Metropolitan Masonic Concert Series
– 10th September 2015
Ready to hear Mozart's Clarinet Quintet? Following on
from last year's sold out inaugural concert in the old
Temple 1, the MMCS is hoping to bring a group of
exceptional music students and (very) senior Masons
to perform chamber music and poetry for your
delectation. Final details to be released to Porchway
shortly but you can express your interest by sending
an email to masonicconcerts@gmail.com. See page 34
for more details.
SPRING 2015

Lord Mayor’s Show
– 14th November
Please see page 40 for further details

MetGL Ladies’ Night
– 28th November 2015
After the huge
success of the
inaugural MetGL
Ladies’ Night, hosted
by theMetropolitan
Grand Master, a second event is to be held at the 5 star
Grange (St. Paul’s) Hotel in London on Saturday 28th
November 2015.Featuring a fabulous 60’s themed
evening it will include a drinks reception, a threecourse meal with wine, the wonderful Ross Miller
dance band and a surprise cabaret.You will be able to
book one or more Lodge Tables with your own Lodge
President, each table for up to 10 people. Non-masonic
guests, family and friends are welcome. The
ﬁrstMetropolitan Ladies Night sold out in just eight
weeks so we expect the demand to be very high. Full
details and a Booking Form will be on Porchway soon.
For further information please contact Tony Hawley at
tonyhawley@stylee.com

MetGL Family Festive Concert
– 10th December 2015
The 2015 Family Festive Concert will be held in the
Grand Temple on Thursday 10th December 2015.
2014's Family Festive Concert was an overwhelming
success, with over 1100 members of London Lodges
and Chapters, their families and friends ﬁlling the
Grand Temple at Freemasons’ Hall. The show was
compèred by W. Bro Rick Wakeman, international
musician and the Worshipful Master of Chelsea Lodge.
The audience was entertained by the Oxfordshire
Youth Chamber Choir and the Oxfordshire Youth Brass
Ensemble. The Celtic Pipes and Drums provided a
rousing ﬁnale. The booking details for the 2015 concert
will be available on Porchway soon.
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COMMUNITY CHAPTERS
OF INSTRUCTION
MetGInsp Richard Greenhill reports on the
Community Chapters of Instruction initiative:

D

uring my six years as a Metropolitan
Grand Inspector, with responsibility for
92 Chapters, I became increasingly aware that
the retention of new Companions was
signiﬁcantly inﬂuenced by the quality of the
ritual that they experienced in the year or two
after Exaltation. This led to identifying a
partial correlation between the quality of
performance of ritual and the availability of a
Chapter of Instruction. Relatively few
Chapters have a CoI constituted in accordance
with Rules 132-135 BoC, usually because they
cannot ﬁnd a time and place to suit more than
a few members. One answer is for
Companions to attend one of the long
standing CoIs which meet every week at
Freemasons’ Hall to serve Companions with a
‘community of interest’ in the ritual - the
Domatic CoI meets on Wednesday evenings
and the Aldersgate CoI meets on Thursday
evenings.
Another answer is a ‘Community CoI’ to
serve the needs of Chapters with the shared
interest being a particular Masonic venue.
This is how two Community CoIs, serving the
needs of more than twenty Chapters, were

formed. The West London CoI was
established on 29th September 2013 by the
West London Chapter of First Principals
No. 9627, to serve the needs of the
fourteen Chapters which meet at the
West London Masonic Centre in
Ealing. More recently, on 22nd
October 2014, West Ham Abbey
Chapter No. 2291 established the
Ilford Community CoI (Ilford
CCoI) to serve the six Chapters
which meet at Ilford. Both of
these Community CoIs cater for
Aldersgate, Domatic and other
rituals, and are open to
Companions of other Chapters.
A similar approach is, of
course, open to Craft Lodges to
establish Community Lodges
of Instruction.
Details of Community CoIs
can be found on Porchway
within the Royal Arch
Members area under the
heading “Chapters of
Instruction”.

FATHER/SON INSTALLATION
AT LODGE OF PEACE NO. 4182

O

n Friday 9th of January 2015, at
Freemasons’ Hall, W. Bro Steven
Dicks installed his son W. Bro Oliver
Dicks into the chair of King Solomon
at the Lodge of Peace No. 4182.Oliver
was initiated by his Father in March
12

2009, aged just 18 as a
Lewis by dispensation. He
then served each
progressive ofﬁce, and at
just 24 years of age is the
youngest Worshipful Master
of the Lodge of Peace, so as
far as anybody can
remember!
Bro. Oliver enrolled
at Oxford University in
2008, to study Physics. In
his second year he was
picked for the Varsity 8's Lightweight
Blue Boat and raced for Oxford
against Cambridge in 2011, beating
'the Tabs' by a canvas and achieving a
blue in the process. After graduating
from Oxford, Oliver enrolled at UCL,

where he completed a Master's
degree and is currently halfway
through a PhD in Physics. Oliver is a
regular guest at Apollo Lodge No. 357
, as well as at the Savage Club Lodge
No. 2190. Oliver is also a member of
Savage Club Chapter No. 2190, where
his Father is to be Exalted, which
might lead to a reversal of roles! Bro.
Steven believes installing his son as
Worshipful Master was probably the
highlight of his Masonic career thus
far, and the memory of that
emotional afternoon is one he shall
remember for a very long time. After
the meeting, twenty-three members
and guests enjoyed a convivial
festive board at the Kingsway hall
Hotel.
ISSUE 20
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DOUBLE CELEBRATION FOR
VALENTIA LODGE NO. 3097

O

n 7th February 2015, Valentia
Lodge No. 3097 had two reasons
to celebrate. Firstly, they had just
had their ﬁrst meeting at their new
home - Mark Masons’ Hall, following
a move from Clerkenwell, and
secondly, two Valentia brethren
received their 50 year Long Service
Certiﬁcates. W. Bro Alan Bungay,
LGR, and W. Bro Thomas Sayer, LGR,
were both presented with their
certiﬁcates by W. Bro Keith Mitchell,
PSGD, MetGInsp, who was visiting
the Lodge for the ﬁrst time
speciﬁcally for this celebration.
Bro. Alan and Bro. Tom’s masonic
careers started just a few months
apart. Bro. Alan was initiated into
the Valentia Lodge in May 1964 by
his father, WM at the time. Bro. Tom
was initiated in January 1965, the
same meeting that Bro. Alan was
passed. Bro. Alan was then Raised in
March 1965, sharing the meeting
with Bro. Tom, who was passed. Bro.
Tom was Raised in May 1965. Bro.
Tom followed Bro. Alan through the
various progressive ofﬁces of the
Lodge. Bro. Alan served as WM in
1976 and was then IPM for Bro. Tom
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during his year as WM in 1977. This
pattern continued with Bro. Alan
being awarded LGR in 1988 and Bro.
Tom receiving his the following year.
The two then went their separate
ways, masonically speaking. Bro.
Tom decided to join the Holy Royal
Arch and was exalted into Great City
Chapter in May 1976. Bro. Tom was
awarded LGCR in 1992 and SLGCR in
2010. Bro. Alan meanwhile, joined
the Mark degree being Advanced
into Drury Lane Mark and RAM.
Bro. Alan, who is now retired,
spent his working life in the food
industry, importing and exporting. A
keen athlete for many years, he now
“relaxes” by running. He remains a
member of Dartford Harriers
Running Club and has to date
completed the London Marathon on
14 occasions. Although he has vowed
on several occasions that ‘this is my
last’, he seems to forget this pledge
regularly! Bro. Tom joined the RAF
at the beginning of the war aged 18.
He qualiﬁed as a pilot, joining
Bomber Command 102 Squadron and
ﬂying numerous bombing sorties
over Germany. On one such

occasion, Tom’s plane was badly hit
en-route to the target. Despite severe
damage to his aircraft, he and his
crew managed to complete the raid
and make it home safely. He was
subsequently awarded the
Distinguished Flying Medal by King
George VI at Buckingham Palace.
He left the RAF after the war and
spent the next 42 years at EMI
records before retiring.
The members of the Lodge and
their visitors enthusiastically
congratulated both Bros. Alan and
Tom on their very special evening.
One of those visitors was W. Bro
Mike Hutchings,
PProvDepGSuptWks, who played a
key role in the other important
business of the meeting, raising his
son, Bro. Nick Hutchings, to the
sublime degree of a Master Mason.
Bro. Mike had previously taken
important parts when Bro. Nick was
initiated in May 2013 and passed in
May 2014. The celebrations
continued long into the night at the
Festive Board where a very
memorable evening was enjoyed by
all.
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60 YEARS IN
FREEMASONRY
FOR REX THORNE
W. Bro John Walden attended this magnificent
event for arena and reports as follows:

A

t the 467th regular meeting of
the Telephone Lodge No. 3301,
held at Mark Masons’ Hall on the
17th January 2015, the Metropolitan
Grand Master, RW Bro. Russell Race,
DL, presented a 60 year long service
certiﬁcate to RW Bro. Rex Thorne,
OBE, PMetGM.
The minutes were read from the
meeting, 60 years ago, when Bro.
Rex was initiated in that same Lodge
before the Metropolitan Grand
Master presented the certiﬁcate,
while reﬂecting on Rex’s career and
how he knows and respects him
personally.
Rex Thorne was the ﬁrst Past
Metropolitan Grand Master. Along
with Lord Northampton, the then
ProGM he was instrumental in the
formation of the Metropolitan Grand
Lodge in 2003. Previously he was the
Chairman of London Management
and is still the only Past Metropolitan
Grand Lodge appointment. He also
carries out a very important role as
Chairman of the Trustees of the
Metropolitan Masonic Charity.
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During Rex’s career, he never
forgot his mother Lodge, and
remains a regular attender, acting as
Chaplain and frequently working
long parts of the ritual, such as the
extended Second Degree Tracing
Board. Despite this, he dedicates a
lot of time to other lodges, such as
the Grand Stewards’ Lodge, of which
he was Master in 1998; the Port of
Hercules Lodge 4626 No.2 in
Monaco; Globe Lodge No. 23; Fleet
River Lodge No. 8107; Bard of Avon
Lodge No. 778; and Britannic Lodge
No. 33.
The Telephone Lodge was
consecrated in 1908, and was
originally for those, like Rex,
employed in, or associated with, the
telephone industry. Ten years after
Rex’s initiation in 1955, he became
Master, and held that ofﬁce again in
2001, and once more during the
Lodge’s Centenary year. After the
presentation of the certiﬁcate, the
Lodge presented Rex with an original
Siemens Brothers Bakelite telephone,
as a token of the esteem in which

the Lodge holds him, and a reminder
of his early career in telephony.
Amusingly, the phone was made to
ring at the appropriate moment!
The Worshipful Master, W. Bro
Malcolm Klein, LGR, then proceeded
to pass Bro. Peter Chinaka in an
exemplary manner, followed by an
excellent rendering of the Second
Degree Tracing Board by W. Bro
Massimo Giovannini. Afterwards,
the Festive Board was very wellattended, and Julie Horne, daughter
of one of the members of the Lodge,
provided delightful musical
entertainment.
Russell Race again spoke warmly
of the contribution that Rex had
made to Freemasonry, and gave a
reminder of the meaning of the
presentation of long service
certiﬁcates, saying: ”A certiﬁcate is
just a bit of paper, but it’s what’s
behind it that matters”, he
continued, ”we value you, we value
what you have done and do”.
arena adds its congratulations to
RW Bro. Rex on this milestone!
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LONG SERVICE
CERTIFICATES
GALORE!
Over the past few months there have been a large number
of long-service certificates handed out in both the Craft and
Royal Arch. arena has picked up on a few of the many
that have been many that have been notified to us (see also
RW Bro. Rex Thorne's sixtieth certificate story on page 14):
50 year long-service certificate
at Ceylon Chapter No. 6436
E. Comp Martin Humphrys attended this
event for arena and reports:
E. Comp Barrie Waller was presented
with a 50 year long-service certiﬁcate by
E. Comp Richard Gardiner, PGSoj,
MetGInsp (Ed: Don’t forget to read our
feature on Richard!), at an emergency
Convocation of Ceylon Chapter.
Comp. Barrie was exalted into Ceylon
Chapter in October 1964, but didn’t take
ofﬁce until much later in his masonic
career due to business commitments
taking him around the world. Thus,
Comp. Barrie was MEZ of Ceylon
Chapter just last year! Not content with
sitting back and receiving the certiﬁcate
from Comp. Gardiner, Comp. Barrie
conducted a double exaltation in
exemplary fashion.
50 years at Amicus Chapter No. 3772
Staying in the Royal Arch, E. Comp Brian
Lebetkin, LGCR, visited Amicus Chapter in
January 2015 to see E. Comp Henry Teper,
PGStB, presented with his long-service
certiﬁcate. Comp. Brian had this to say:
Comp. Henry was exalted into Amicus
Chapter in 1963 by his father, Hyman
Teper. Freemasonry was very much a
family affair as Henry’s mother and
sisters were involved in Doric Lodge No.
11. A solicitor, Henry was also recently
presented with a certiﬁcate from the
Law Society recognising 50 years on the
Roll of Solicitors of England & Wales.
Comp. Henry will be joined presently by
E. Comp Sydney Hyams, PAGDC,
another member of Amicus Chapter,
who will receive his own long-service
certiﬁcate in September 2015.
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50 year long-service certificate at Lodge
of the Nine Muses No. 235
Over in the Craft, W. Bro Patrick King,
SLGR, was presented with his longservice certiﬁcate by W. Bro John
Culling, PAGDC, at the regular meeting
of the Lodge of the Nine Muses at Mark
Masons’ Hall. Bro. Patrick was initiated
into the Lodge of the Nine Muses in
September 1964. Bro. Culling delivered a
witty and informative presentation of
Bro. Patrick’s ﬁfty years in Freemasonry,
the presentation more poignant as it
took place before the Lodge’s new
Entered Apprentice, Bro. Daniel Wells,
who was able to see for himself the
longevity of one of the Lodge’s senior
members.
50 year long-service certificate
presented at Lodge of Love and
Friendship No. 6123
On 10th February 2015, W. Bro Brian
Jones, PJGD, was presented with his
long-service certiﬁcate by none other
than the MetGM, Russell Race, who
attended specially to make the
presentation to Bro. Jones. More than
sixty brethren attended the meeting at
Baker’s Hall, many of whom were Bro.
Jones’ personal guests. After the
presentation and the meeting, the
assembly dined on a sumptuous four
course meal with ﬁne wines specially
selected by Bro. Jones.
arena would like to congratulate the
brethren and companions named above,
and indeed, all Metropolitan brethren and
companions who have received their own
long-service certiﬁcates over the past
quarter.
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CHRIS BURGESS
APPOINTED METGINSP
a

rena would like to congratulate Chris Burgess on his appointment as
Metropolitan Grand Inspector with effect from 5th March 2015 (MetGL) and
16th April (MetGC). We wish W. Bro Chris every success in his new role, to which
he has been appointed following the sad passing of W. Bro Clive Thompson,
MetGInsp. Look out for a proﬁle of Chris in one of our “Men at the Top” features
in due course.

IAN PORTER
BRITISH EMPIRE MEDAL
I

an Porter, IPM of the Imperial
Cadet Lodge No. 3824, was
awarded the British Empire Medal
(BEM) for services to heritage and
the community of Hastings Old
Town, East Sussex in the 2014
Queen’s Birthday Honours List.
Eighty year old Ian has been
involved in community events in
Hastings for the past twenty-ﬁve
years, chairing various local
associations, including the
Police/Community Consultative
Committee. He is Treasurer and
Trustee of the World Famous Winkle
Club which has Prince Philip and the
Grand Master as members, and
Winston Churchill and Viscount
Montgomery as past members. Ian is
Co-ordinator for the Sussex Police &
Crime Commissioner, responsible for
Independent Custody visits to
Hastings police cells, looking after
the welfare of detainees and has
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recently received a sixteen year
Long Service Certiﬁcate. In 2013, Ian
received a Commendation for
“outstanding work in developing and
promoting the Independent Custody
Scheme across Sussex”. He also
makes regular visits to the Sussex
Police Control Room in Lewes to
ensure that the CCTV system across
Sussex is being operated in
accordance with the Sussex Police
Code of Practice.
Ian was born in Royal Tunbridge
Wells and is married with two
children. He served in the Royal Air
Force from 1952–1955, was then
employed as a telephones engineer
and ﬁnally worked for the Ministry
of Supply at Fort Halstead on missile
research until 1959, when he became
self-employed. After that time, Ian
has had a varied career including
farming, horse-breeding, providing
horse-drawn carriages for weddings,

owning a nightclub in Birmingham,
running a fencing company,
including motorway fencing on the
M4, and he retired as an auctioneer
with the auction rooms in Hastings.
In 2010, Ian was awarded the Order
of the 1066 for “Service to the
Community”. This medal is
presented to one recipient a year
and is the highest honour Hastings
Council can bestow.
arena congratulates Ian on his
fantastic achievement.
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ALMONER’S
ANECDOTES
News from the Metropolitan Grand Almoner and his team:

B

eing able to listen and be there
in times of need and distress are
just two of the qualities a good
Almoner needs.
Recently we came across a case
where the widow of a Freemason
was ﬁnding it increasingly difﬁcult to
cope with matters and was almost at
the end of her tether. She was not
looking for ﬁnancial help, neither
did she require any assistance from
the other Masonic charities; she
simply needed a shoulder to lean on.
This is her story:
“After a beneﬁts review at my local
Job Centre, my Income Support was
stopped as I appeared to have over
£16,000 in the bank. I tried to explain
that most of this was actually money
for my son as part of his Care
Package - monies from the local
council. These funds were paid into
my account as my son is unable to
cope with ﬁnancial matters on his
own due to his condition. I use the
money to pay for his transport which
is supplied by a local taxi company.
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The remainder pays for his care at
his Autistic Day Centre.
“I had been suffering from severe
depression for several years and
simply could not ﬁnd the energy to
ﬁght this decision. Almost as a last
resort I contacted my late husband’s
friend who was the Almoner of his
Lodge, and asked if there was any
way at all that I could get help or
advice?
“I was so touched by the response
that I received from the Lodge and
the manner in which they were
prepared to assist me and my son at
this most trying of times. To help in
having my Income Support
reinstated I named the Lodge
Almoner as my representative when
communicating with the appeals
board. I really could not cope with
the stress of looking after my
children and ﬁghting what I felt was
a lost cause.
“The Almoner took the time to talk
with me and get all the facts before
approaching the people at the Job

Centre. I know that he made
numerous phone calls, at his own
expense, came with me to the Job
Centre, sometimes taking leave from
work just to be there and support
me. All of which gave me the
conﬁdence to deal with this really
stressful situation.
“At times I found that just having
another person to listen to me, and
offer advice, was so helpful and the
support provided eventually led to
my case going to the Appeals Court.
It was here that the Judge agreed
with my claim and my Income
Support was reinstated and
backdated several months.
“I knew that I had done nothing
wrong but I could not have found it
in me to cope with all the
bureaucracy and red tape, the
thought of not being able to care for
my autistic son was frightening but
with the help of the Lodge Almoner,
I was able to cope with the situation.
I am so grateful that I have found
such good friends who care”.
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So what's
the Royal
Order of
Scotland
all about
then?
arena’s Chris Starnes takes a closer look at the order,
alongside RW Nigel Scott-Moncrieff, Provincial Grand Master
for London and the Metropolitan Counties

T

he Royal Order of Scotland is
said by some to be the closest
one can get nowadays to the form of
masonry enjoyed by our brethren in
the early 1700s. The ritual has not
changed since a group of masons in
London performed the Orders of
Heredom and Knighthood of the
Rosy Cross some time between 1723
and 1741 in a deliberate attempt to
retain the Christian sentiment of
masonry, after Anderson’s
constitutions rendered the Craft, or
‘St John’s’ masonry, universal in
1723.
The regalia of the order comprises
an apron, two sashes, a breast star
and a garter which is worn on the
left arm.
In the Library and Museum of
Freemasonry at Great Queen St,
there are several interesting items
relating to the order, including a
Provincial Grand Master’s Jewel and
a Deputy Provincial Grand Master’s
Jewel – see inset photographs.
Elements of the present day Royal
Order ritual may precede Anderson,
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as the format is catechetical,
comprising a series of questions and
answers. A formula which most
brethren only see today in our Craft
opening and closing ceremonies but
which comprised most of the ritual
in former times.
The Order comprising at least 7
working units vanished from
London, seemingly overnight, in
1753, which may have been related
to the simultaneous emergence of
the Antient Grand Lodge and the
working of the Royal Arch degree. In
addition to which, each Royal Order
unit had kept a vacant chair, as they
do today, for the absent Grand
Master who is the Hereditary King of
Scots, and which may have been
perceived as a Jacobite sentiment at
a time when the Craft was courting
the Hanoverian Princes into
Freemasonry. Whatever the
reasoning, this order would have
died had it not been for William
Mitchell who had a warrant from
London to ‘erect’ a Province in
Holland, but who returned to his

native Edinburgh and by 1767, had
created a new Grand Lodge of the
Order, now calling itself the Royal
Order of Scotland.
To this day, Edinburgh hosts the
only Grand Lodge of the Order for
the world and the Grand Lodge now
has 89 provinces worldwide, of
which 33 are in England and Wales.
London has two (detailed below).
There is no unit smaller than a
Provincial Lodge/Chapter. The
Grand Lodge of the Order requires
that a brother be a Master Mason of
ﬁve years standing but individual
provinces may add their own
additional requirements.
Traditionally, the order dates from
the time of the battle of
Bannockburn in 1314, when King
Robert Bruce instituted an order of
knighthood on his warriors who
secured victory and a toast to his
immortal memory is honoured after
every meeting. At each meeting the
province will open as a Provincial
Grand Chapter and confer the degree
of Heredom of Kilwinning and then
ISSUE 20
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close to reopen as a Provincial
Grand Lodge of the Order of the
Knighthood of the Rosy Cross.
The ceremonies are conducted in
sections with questions being
asked by the Provincial Grand
Master, his Depute (the special
Scots spelling of "Deputy") and his
Substitute Provincial Grand
Masters in the East and they will
be answered mostly by the
Provincial Grand Wardens (in
lodge) or Guardians (in chapter) in
the West. The observant mason
will recognise elements from most
masonic rituals and the pace of the
answers becomes more rhythmical
and more overtly Christian as the
beautiful ceremonies progress.
Many members hold that the
ritual, especially towards the end
in the Knighthood of the Rosy
Cross, is the ﬁnest and most
beautiful in the whole Masonic
canon.
On Friday 26th July 1872, a new
Provincial Grand Lodge of London
and the Metropolitan Counties
was opened at 33 Golden Square
by the Rt. Hon. Earl of Rosslyn,
Deputy Governor of the Order
(and also at that time Grand
Master of Scotland). He then
appointed the ﬁrst ofﬁcers
including Dr. R. Hamilton,
Provincial Grand Master; Gen. H.
Clark Dep Provincial Grand
Master; and R. Costa, the
Provincial Grand Secretary. This
meeting was supported by a strong
deputation of Scottish Masons.
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Despite Lord
Rosslyn not being
able to stay for the
banquet, on account
of pressing duties at
the House of Lords,
the rest of the
brethren then dined
at the Freemason’s
Tavern.
Twenty years later
in July 1892, The
Earl of Euston was
installed as
Provincial Grand
Master. At the
banquet afterwards
in a reply to a toast
to his health, RW.
Bro the Earl of
Haddington, Deputy
Grand Master and
Governor of the
Order, said although
he came from the other side of the
border, he along with all Scotsmen,
recognised the fact that, whether
English or Scottish, they were all
of one brotherhood.
Christian Master Masons of ﬁve
years standing in London
interested in joining the Royal
Order of Scotland should approach
the Provincial Grand Secretary for
the City of London Province, The
Rev. Desmond Payne-Jeremiah
(desmond@payne-jeremiah.com)
if they have a close link with the
City, such as being a Freeman or

Liveryman. Otherwise they may
email Dr. Nigel Scott-Moncrieff,
RW Provincial Grand Master for
London and Metropolitan
Counties.
(drnigel33@hotmail.co.uk). Arena
would like to thank Dr ScottMoncrieff for supplying muchof
the information for this article.
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Sir Anthony Baldry MP

T

he Rt. Hon Canon Sir Antony
(“Tony”) Baldry is MP for North
Oxfordshire and was appointed
Second Church Estates
Commissioner in June 2010. Sir Tony
will be standing down in a matter of
weeks as the MP for Banbury after 32
years in the role and is the Chair
Designate of the Church Buildings
Council. But, you haven’t come here
to ﬁnd out about Sir Tony Baldry the
politician have you? You’re here
because you’d like to know about Sir
Tony Baldry the man and London
Freemason.
Freemasonry runs in Sir Tony’s
family. His Grandfather was a
Freemason, who was initiated into
Malmesbury Lodge. Sir Tony’s father
was also a Freemason and a Doctor at
St. Bart’s in London. Sir Tony’s father
would sometimes remark that he was
initiated too young and this caused
him to drop out of Freemasonry for a
time. However, Sir Tony’s father
resumed his involvement with the
Craft when Lord Astor decided that
he wanted to set up a Lodge at
Cliveden. Half of the members of the
Lodge were Lord Astor’s staff and the
other half were professional people
from the region, including Sir Tony’s
father. Thus Sir Tony was initiated
into Cliveden in his 20’s as a Lewis.
Prior to this,he had decided that he
wanted to be a barrister and moved
to London taking up a tenancy at
Chambers in Temple and specialising
in construction law. Sir Tony then
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joined Farringdon Without Lodge No.
1745, his ﬁrst London Lodge.
Sir Tony recalls that the Lord
Mayor of London (also Alderman of
Farringdon Without) at the time was
the WM of Farringdon Without Lodge
meaning that Tony joined at a
meeting that took place in the
spectacular surrounds of the Mansion
House in the City of London. Sir
Tony went on to become WM of
Farringdon Without and has been
WM there twice subsequently.
In 1983, Sir Tony was elected as a
Member of Parliament and has been
so ever since. Around that time, Sir
Tony became a member of New
Welcome Lodge No. 5139 - a Lodge
originally for those working in the
Palace of Westminster. Sir Tony also
joined the City of London Lodge of
Installed Masters No. 8220 and feels
that such Lodges “serve a need as to
what to do with those brethren who
have been through the Chair of King
Solomon”.
Sir Tony is also a member of
another London lodge, Lodge of
Mercy No. 6821, which was
established as a London lodge for
people from North Oxfordshire. In
terms of how his membership of the
Craft has interacted with his role as
an MP, Sir Tony reveals that he has
had to speak up for the Craft in
Parliament. This happened in the
mid 1980’s, and again in 1997, when
the Chairman of the Home Affairs
Select Committee, Chris Mullins,

intimated that Freemasons were
involved in a conspiracy in relation
to the Guildford Four. Sir Tony
explained that such theories were
fanciful and eventually, Chris
Mullins backed down. In thanks for
his defence of the Craft, Bro. Sir Tony
was given the honour of proposing
that the Grand Master, HRH the
Duke of Kent, be re-elected and Sir
Tony was then appointed as Senior
Grand Deacon.
Asked about his role as the Second
Church Estates Commissioner, Sir
Tony explains that he is the link
between the Church of England and
Parliament and that he has dealt with
all sorts of issues during his time in
the role: same-sex marriage, women
bishops, the burial of Richard III and
even the theft of lead from Church
roofs. Sir Tony revealed to arena
that there are roughly
twelveMembers of Parliament who
are active Freemasons and he hasn’t
found his membership has in any
way hindered his political
aspirations. Indeed, Sir Tony has
always acknowledged his
membership and thinks the current
drive towards openness, including
events such as the Lord Mayor’s
Show, can only be good for the Craft
in general. Sir Tony says that not one
of his 90,000 constituents has ever
raised a concern about his
membership of Freemasonry!
Moving back to the subject of
openness, Sir Tony tells us that he is
glad that the culture of secrecy is
changing, but warns that we won’t be
able to change all of the prejudices
about Freemasonry overnight, a
situation which he illustrates rather
amusingly with the following
epigram “Freemasons greatest
concern has never been how people
see us, but whether the Lodge is
working Taylors or Emulation!”
arena, on behalf of London masons,
wishes Bro. Canon Sir Tony a happy
retirement from Parliament!
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RADIO FRATERNITY
LODGE 50 TH ANNIVERSARY
T

he Radio Fraternity Lodge No.
8040 had some recent outreach
success, when it sent in an article
about the Lodge to Practical Wireless
magazine and it was printed (see
photo). Radio Fraternity Lodge was
formed in London in 1965 by one
time RSGB General Manager, W. Bro
John Clarricoats, OBE, G6CL, with
many leading Radio Amateurs of the
day who were also Freemasons.
The Lodge still meets (four times a
year) in London in Freemasons' Hall

ADVERTISEMENT:

and has always been principally
composed of RSGB members. It has
raised thousands of pounds for
charity over its life including
wireless-afﬁliated charities such as
the RCF, RAIBC and BWFB as well as
Macmillan Cancer Support,
Dreamﬂight Charity and Cystic
Fibrosis Trust.
The outreach came as part of the
Lodge's 50th anniversary celebration
plans, when it decided to reach out to
other Amateur Radio Freemasons

and establish links with other
Amateur Radio masonic groups,
individuals or even those wanting to
become Freemasons, both in the UK
and internationally. The intention
was and is to grow Amateur Radio
activity on air and celebrate the
formation of the Lodge. If you would
like to get in touch with them, please
email the Lodge Secretary at
secretary@radiofraternity.org

MASONIC
MEMORABILIA
In a new feature for arena, Bro. Scott Dunn looks
at the fascinating "collecting" world of Masonic
memorabilia:

O

ften Lodge records and
ephemera are lost after a
Brother dies or a Lodge closes and
without careful planning, this
history is lost. However Masonic
items often turn up on the general
market and dedicated collectors,
along with Masonic museums,
ensure pieces are preserved for
future generations. There has
always been interesting in collecting
this memorabilia, but interest in this
particular area has peaked following
a much-publicised Masonic auction
in South East London and a visit by
the BBC television show, 'Bargain
Hunt', to the Worcester Masonic
Museum.
In March 2014, collectors of
masonic memorabilia from all over
the UK, Europe and the USA
converged on Roseberry’s Auction
Rooms in London to bid for the
extraordinary collection of the late
Mr. Albert Edward Collins Nice.
After he died in 1969, the collection
was kept locked away for almost 50
years meaning the jewels, medals,
ceramics, glass, books and other
items, were in the main, previously
unseen. The auction room was full
and there were more than 200
people from around the world
bidding online and on the
telephone. Not since the Michael
White collection was sold in the
mid-1980’s has such a large private
collection been available to the
market. The sale achieved a 98%
sale rate and realised almost
£300,000 for the vendor.
Whilst those items at the top of
the market can achieve prices in the
thousands, there are plenty of items
available to suit all budgets and
interests. Whether you have a keen
interest in jewels, ritual books,
ceramics or glass, you can start your
collection for under £10. For the
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serious collector, the real joy comes
in researching the history of the
pieces they acquire and this often
helps Lodges regain some of the
history they have lost.
In future, this occasional feature
will focus on various areas relevant
to masonic memorabilia collection,
giving interesting examples of some
of the items available and helpful
hints on how to store and care for
items. Additionally we are looking
for input from you, the readers, to
share details of pieces you own, or
interesting items from your Lodges’
archives and storage. We will then
select a range of examples for
publication in Arena, sharing your
history with London Brethren.
Starting off this series, we look at
the Georgian Jewel maker Thomas
Harper. Based in Fleet Street, Bro.
Harper was a very active London
Mason belonging to several London
Lodges including Globe No.23,
Antiquity No.2 and Nine Muses No.
235 amongst others. Scholars will
ﬁnd references to RW Bro. Thomas
Harper in both the Antient and
Modern Grand Lodge records and
also in the writings of many
Masonic authors. His Masonic
activities spanned a period of more
than seventy years, the importance
of which can only be brieﬂy
illustrated. He passed to the Grand
Lodge Above on the 25th April 1832
at the age of 96! Bro. Harper served
Craft masonry with distinction. As
Deputy Grand Master, he was one of
the assessors who prepared the
Articles of Union and subsequently
became one of its signatories in
1813.
Bro. Harper was a very successful
silversmith, ﬁrst registering his
mark at Goldsmiths' Hall on May
27th 1790. The mark consists of ‘TH’
in a plain rectangle. It is known that
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Bro. Harper also practised whilst
in America, as the South
Carolina Gazette carried an
advert describing him as a
working jeweller and Goldsmith
in January 1773.
Thomas Harper Lodge (9612
EC) – In 1996 a Lodge of
Research was formed from
members of the collector’s
society Jewels of the Craft, and
also incorporated members of
the MasonicPhilatelic Society
and Society and the Mark Token
Collectors Club. From its very
conception, it appeared that the
name of Thomas Harper should
be used for the new Lodge. What
better way of commemorating
the life and work of that great
Mason, than by naming a Lodge
in his honour - a Lodge that
would study jewels and support
Masonic collectors in general?
To the immense pleasure of all
Masonic jewel collectors many
Thomas Harper jewels survive
and are much sought after. A
few examples are shown here.

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS OF INTEREST YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH LONDON BRETHREN?
DO YOU OR YOUR LODGE HAVE SOMETHING YOU CANNOT IDENTIFY AND WOULD LIKE OUR EXPERTS
TO LOOK INTO? EMAIL HIGH RESOLUTION PHOTOS AND ANY BACKGROUND TO SCOTT DUNN AT
SCOTT_DUNN@HOTMAIL.CO.UK AND HE WILL DO HIS BEST TO HELP
SPRING 2015
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CHARITY ROUND-UP
In a regular arena feature, we look at charities to whom donations
have been made by the MMC and the other masonic charities via
reports from our team of Charity Liaison Officers…

RMTGB SUPPORT FOR PLACE2BE
W. Bro Trevor Koschalka provides a short update on the work of
Place2Be, a london-based, national children's charity:

T

he support of the RMTGB is a
huge boost for children’s
mental health charity Place2Be,
providing essential funding for its
work in Cardiff schools in 2014 and
2015. An important part of life in
nine Cardiff primary schools,
Place2Be works with 3,000
children and their families across
the city. It provides a unique
counselling service which helps
them cope with such problems as
domestic violence, substance
abuse, neglect and bereavement
and to develop emotional
resilience to cope with life’s
challenges. Tackling problems
early allows children to thrive and
learn more effectively. It also
makes classrooms happier places
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for pupils and teachers. The
Place2Be service is an integral part
of everyday school life, making
mental health free of stigma and
accessible to all. Children have
access to a range of support, from
weekly one-to-one counselling, to
lunchtime self-referral sessions
which they can go to with friends.
Place2Be also provides expert
support for staff and parents. In
the UK, half of those with lifetime
mental health problems ﬁrst
experience symptoms by the age of
14 and early intervention reduces
the risk of childhood emotional
difﬁculties becoming a burden in
later life. Mental health affects
every relationship. With good
mental health children are much

more likely to be happy, to enjoy
successful relationships, to fulﬁl
their potential and play an active
part in the life of our country.
Place2Be celebrated its 20th
anniversary in 2014 and now
works in 230 schools in England,
Scotland and Wales, supporting
90,000 children and young people.
HRH The Duchess of Cambridge
has been its patron since 2013,
reﬂecting her interest in child
mental health and the importance
of early intervention to provide
children with in-school mental
health services at the earliest stage
possible, to tackle problems before
they can escalate.
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£50,000 DONATION
TO SSAFA
W. Bro Stuart Sherriff provides an update on a
recent charity donation:

S

SAFA is delighted to
announce that it has been
awarded a grant of £50,000 from
The Freemasons’ Grand Charity.
The grant will go towards the
recruitment of two new regional
co-ordinators to spearhead the
expansion of its mentoring
programme for wounded, injured
and sick soldiers making the
transition from the Armed Forces
into civilian life. SSAFA Director
of Fundraising, Deborah Easlick,
said “This funding from The
Freemasons’ Grand Charity will
help us expand our work pairing
service leavers who are possibly
at a difﬁcult crossroads in their
life with someone locally who
can use the beneﬁt of their
experience to provide really
meaningful advice and
direction”. Laura Chapman,
Chief Executive of The
Freemasons’ Grand Charity said:
“I am thrilled that we are able to
help SSAFA to expand their
successful mentoring
programme, especially as
support for the men and women
of the Armed Forces is incredibly
strong amongst Freemasons. I
am conﬁdent that the new
regional co-ordinators will help a
great many servicemen and
women to regain a positive
outlook and view their future
with optimism”. The mentoring
programme provides one-to-one
support during transition out of
the Armed Forces and for a
minimum of a year afterwards.
Mentors help service leavers who
may be adjusting to the
challenge of managing an illness
or disability, to achieve personal
goals and come to terms with life
outside the Armed Forces. Our
mentors, like all SSAFA
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volunteers, are fully trained and
carefully paired with a mentee.
The service is accredited by the
Mentoring and Befriending
Foundation and works in
partnership with the Army
Recovery Capability to provide
the service.
George Norton is a 32-year-old
former Sergeant who was
medically discharged from the
Army following a serious wound
sustained in Afghanistan. He has
been paired with his mentor
David Falcke, also an exserviceman, who following his
time in the forces became an
MOD media ofﬁcer and now
writes for his local newspaper on
military matters. Talking about
the difference mentoring has
made to his life, George said:
“David, my mentor, just gives me
another perspective on my life
and where I see it going. He has
a bit more life experience and a
wise head to talk things through.
He can say to me 'have you tried
looking at it like this or like
that?’, he helps me to explore
ideas and come up with new
plans. He's helped me ﬁnd a new
direction when I haven't always
known where to turn". David
said: “George is very
independent; he takes the lead
on what he wants from the
partnership. I'm here for him as
much or as little as he needs.
The funding from The
Freemasons’ Grand Charity will
let others like George beneﬁt
from being paired with a mentor
in their region who can give
them a bit of perspective from
someone with a few years'
experience to give them some
guidance at a time when a lot is
going on in their lives”.

PLASMAJET
UPDATE
Bro. Nöel Haynes updates us
on the previous MMC appeal:

T

he Bart’s Charity received
£77,000 from London
Freemasons to fund life-saving
‘PlasmaJet' surgical equipment at
Bart’s Cancer Centre. The donation
from London Freemasons will
allow consultants at Bart’s
Gynaecological Cancer Centre to
develop their use of ‘PlasmaJet’
surgery, which has the potential to
improve the survival rates of an
extremely vulnerable patient
group. Bart’s is recognised
internationally as a ‘Centre of
Excellence’ for the treatment of,
and research into, gynaecological
cancers including ovarian cancer.
In the UK, ovarian cancer is the
most common and fatal of the
gynaecological cancers. Symptoms
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are hard to deﬁne and
subsequently women are often
diagnosed too late for effective
treatment. Of the 7,116 women
diagnosed with advanced
ovarian cancer in 2011, over
four thousand did not survive.
Of the large patient group at
Bart’s seen with advanced
ovarian cancer, up to 60% are
eligible for PlasmaJet surgery.
Procurement of this
equipment allows Barts to take
part in a national randomised
trial to evaluate the utility and
efﬁcacy of ‘PlasmaJet’ in an
attempt to build the case for
NHS procurement of this
equipment at gynaecological
centres around the UK,
currently precluded due to
cost. For women who are
diagnosed with advanced
ovarian cancer, achieving
complete surgical removal of
any visible cancer continues to
be the best way of improving
long-term survival. Ovarian
cancer often spreads to the
surface of the bowel and
peritoneum (the lining of the
abdominal cavity) and
currently, surgery may not
achieve complete annihilation
of the cancer. Frequently,
bowel resection will be
required to achieve this.
Plasma is a highly energised
form of gas, characterised as
having high energy and low
density. The energy dissipates
rapidly on contact with tissue,
allowing for a controlled depth
of action with minimal
thermal effect to surrounding
tissues. The PlasmaJet device,
by allowing a shallow and
controlled technique, enables
the elimination of the tumour
on the bowel surface without
the need for a bowel resection.
This is not currently available
with any other surgical tool.
Supporting this project is
having a real impact on the
outcomes of women with
advanced ovarian cancer,
offering a lifeline at a very
uncertain time in their
treatment.
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RAF CADETS
TRIP TO SOUTH AFRICA
FUNDED BY THE MMC
W. Bro Trevor Koschalka brings us up to speed on what the
RAF Cadets have done with a donation from the MMC:

A

fter a year of planning, 36
cadets and staff from London
Wing ATC recently undertook an
expedition to the Dragon’s
Mountains in South Africa, partly
funded by a grant from MMC. The
trip was undertaken for team
building but also to leave a legacy
for the young people of South
Africa. Some of the highlights of
the trip were a three-day wildcamp safari in Kwazulu Natal and
a trip to the site of the famous
battleﬁeld of Rourke's Drift,
where as well as visiting the stone
memorials to the British soldiers
who fell during the battle, the
team were able to hear an
alternative Zulu perspective of
the battle from a descendant of
some of the Zulu warriors. During
the safari the team were able to
get up close to rhino, giraffes and
impala, and to learn something of
the ecology of the area. One of
the objects of the trip was to leave
something of a lasting legacy and
provide a much needed facility.
Mikhize Primary School had
been identiﬁed as being in dire
need of cooking facilities, as
lunch provided there is often the
only meal that the children will
have during the day. With the

help of local landowners and
fundraising in the UK, a modern
kitchen was provided replacing
the cooking on open ﬁres used
previously. The cadets were able
to bond with the local children
taking part in games and leaving
them some sports equipment.The
Cadets were able to understand
what they often take for granted,
can have such a dramatic and
welcome effect. Finally, the
cadets moved on to the
Drakensberg Mountains where all
in the party either climbed the
Giants Castle which at 3315
metres is the highest free
standing peak in South Africa or
the Lower Berg at 2500 metres
and all in 35 degree heat, this was
the ultimate physical challenge of
the trip for the cadets who had
drawn so many other lessons
from the trip as a whole.
Squadron Leader Julian Loxton,
the expedition leader, said, "We
are grateful to the Metropolitan
Masonic Charity and our other
donors for supporting us on this
trip". Without the funding
provided the trip would not have
been possible for many of the
cadets and a lasting legacy would
not have been left in South Africa.
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KENT CLUB UPDATE
Kent Club Communications Officer Richard Criddle
highlights the fantastic events the Kent Club has lined up for
London Freemasons over 35:

T

he Kent Club’s events calendar
for 2015 got off to a ﬂying start
with a trip to the Tower of London to
see the 750 year old Ceremony of the
Keys. Meeting after all the tourists
had left, the Kent Club members,
their families and friends had an
exclusive tour of the Tower in the
expert hands of two Yeomen Warders
during which we learnt about the
Tower’s bloody history. After a
delicious buffet supper in the
Yeoman Warder’s Club, we then
witnessed the Ceremony of the Keys
itself. Everyone agreed afterwards
that it had been a superb evening.
But our schedule of events doesn’t
end there. In addition to our regular
pre-Quarterly Communication
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breakfasts, and our Social Evenings at
Mark Masons’ Hall, we have arranged
a tour of Churchill’s War Rooms on
7th March 2015, and then in April,
we have organised a fantastic 4-day
activity-packed trip to Edinburgh,
which includes a visit to a local lodge
and a guided tour of the worldfamous Rosslyn Chapel.
Also in April, we will be helping
Utilitas Chapter celebrate their 200th
meeting with a special Festive Board
in the Library of The Travellers Club,
and later the same month, we will be
holding our AGM during which we
will be introducing the new Annual
Subscription scheme. Do please join
us on 21st April 2015 to ﬁnd out more
(as well as for the post-meeting curry

and drinks!). In October 2015, there
will be a wine-tasting evening to be
held at a wine merchant only a cork's
throw from Mark Masons’ Hall and
later in the year the Kent Club will
be at the Comity Lodge No. 5649
Ladies' Night, which will be held in
the stunning Great Hall in Lincoln’s
Inn.
We do hope to see you at one of our
events soon; all of the details can be
found on our website
(www.kentclub.org) and on
Facebook. Alternatively you can
contact the Communications Ofﬁcer,
Richard Criddle, via Richardcriddle@rocketmail.com for more
information.
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T H E M E N AT T H E T O P :

RICHARD
GARDINER
Richard and Kay Gardiner on
their wedding day

Masonic Career
1980
1986
1987
1992
1994
1994

2000
2000
2002
2008
2008
2009
2009
2010
2010
2010
2011

2012

2012
2013
2013
2015

Initiated London Dorset Lodge No.3221
Exalted Wessex Chapter No.3221
WM London Dorset Lodge No.3221
First Principal Wessex Chapter No.3221
LGR
Founder Sit Perpetuum Chapter No.5725
(Surrey)
Joined Hazlemere Lodge (subsequently
renamed Clocktower from Hazlemere) No.
7711
LGCR
WM London Dorset Lodge No.3221
SLGCR
Appointed RA VO
ProvGStwd (RA) Surrey
Joined Jubilee Masters Lodge No.2712
PAGDC (RA)
Appointed SVO- 11 Chapters
Joined London First Principals Chapter
No.2712
Appointed Steward Jubilee Masters Lodge
No.2712
First Principal Sit Perpetuum Chapter
No.5725 (Surrey)
MetJGW
MetGInsp
PJGD/PGSoj
PSGD

Currently Metropolitan Grand Inspector for 88
Chapters with a team of 8 SVO’s and 34 VO’s.
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R

ichard was born into a Royal Air Force family in Edgware,
Middlesex; his father retiring as a Wing Commander. Early
boyhood life was peripatetic with a journey to Australia whilst
still a baby, as his father had an exchange posting with the
RAAF, and living at various locations within the UK, including
RAF Gaydon in Warwickshire interspaced with stays with time
in Stanmore, Whitton and Bushey Heath. The Gaydon posting
remains in Richard’s memory as it was here, whilst living in
married quarters on the Station,he experienced the continual
landings and take-offs of the Victor and Valiant V Bombers which
were then on high alert armed with nuclear weapons.
By the age of eleven, he had been pupil at four primary
schools but on enrolment at St Benedict’s School in Ealing, he
was able to lead a more stable educational existence, thanks to
his father having a number of MOD postings in London and
ﬁnished his A-level studies there. At St Benedict’s Richard joined
the Combined Cadet Force (CCF) which he thoroughly enjoyed
and with the home RAF experience and the structures of family
life within a Forces environment, Richard was keen to follow in
his brother's footsteps as a pilot in the RAF. Meanwhile his
sister, a nurse at Great Ormond Street, had met and married an
RAF Engineering Ofﬁcer. Regrettably, Richard was not accepted
for ﬂying due to eyesight and decided not to consider the other
branches of the RAF if he could not ﬂy. Whilst a member of the
CCF, he became a keen shooter, coached by a former Parachute
Regiment Regimental Sergeant Major who would take the cadets
to a small bore range at the TA Centre at White City. During his
time with the CCF, he was promoted to Staff Sergeant and the
passion that allowed him to shoot like this would ﬁgure
signiﬁcantly in later life. Richard completed his A-levels but, as
he says, he had no desire to go on academically.
Richard is unabashed to admit that it was his mother who
pointed out the advert for a job as ‘A’ Level Management Trainee
at Sainsbury’s in the Daily Telegraph. He passed the interview,
was appointed and spent the next thirty two years working for
the company. In today’s world Richard admits it sounds strange
to have worked for the same company for so many years, but the
variety of roles and different locations across the country
ensured a fresh challenge appeared every three or four years.
Perhaps it was his family background, but Richard adapted easily
to the regimentation of the new training course to which he was
now exposed. The scheme meant he would move around the
various departments and stores in the west of London to learn a
number of skills such as butchery whilst understanding the
requisites of retail grocery management. The experience of
working and living in such structured environments would later
have an application in his Freemasonry too.
Richard’s wife Kay started working for Sainsbury's on the same
day as Richard and was in fact on the very ﬁrst intake of female
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trainee mangers to the company
before moving into HR and then
decided to leave to bring up their
children. In 1979 they were married
in Weymouth, Dorset. His new
Father-in-Law being a Dorset Mason,
it was no surprise that in 1980
Richard was initiated into London
Dorset Lodge No. 3221. Joining in
Dorset would have proved
problematic, so the London Lodge
was ideal as it also allowed him to
keep a link with Dorset. The Lodge
was initially formed for Dorset men
living and working in London and at
that time required that all those
joining to have a ‘connection’ with
the Province. He recalls that at his
interview he was asked by a “rather
frosty” Past Master what his
connection with Dorset was. The
reply that he was married to a Dorset
girl and this was enough to bring
sufﬁcient smiles and the Initiation
was duly conducted with Richard’s
father in law present.
The Lodge proudly continues to
enjoy the privilege of being closely
associated with the Province.
Richard subsequently joined Wessex
Chapter No. 3221 in 1986 and was
Installed as Worshipful Master in
London
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Dorset Lodge in 1987.
As you can see, Richard’s masonic
CV certainly shows a propensity for
the Holy Royal Arch. Rather
surprisingly, his ﬁrst impressions
were not that favourable and it was
only through the personal mentoring
of W.Bro. Arthur Reddell, SLGR,
SLGCR, Preceptor of the Lodge of
Instruction.that Richard was quietly
guided through the ritual of the Holy
Royal Arch and its meaning. Once it
'clicked', he became a strong
advocate for Royal Arch masonry
and now admits that whilst he
thoroughly enjoys all aspects of the
Craft (particularly being DC, a role to
which he has recently been reappointed in London Dorset) the
Royal Arch does hold a special place
in his heart.
Richard’s career was now gaining
thrust and responsibilities extended
to developmental management
positions working also with the then
newly formed Hypermarket joint
venture between Sainsbury’s and
British Home Stores called
Savacentre. Time was spent at the
ﬁrst store is Washington, Tyne and
Wear, and then he took up an
appointment at the second store in
Basildon and he moved home to
Billericay. Returning to Sainsbury’s
his ﬁrst store Manger appointment
was for their store in Watney
Market, just off the
CommercialRoad in E1. At that
time he was aged 25 and was then
the youngest store manager ever
appointed. He subsequently
moved to mange the Hayes

(Middlesex) store, an exciting time as
the store was trialling ‘scanning’
checkouts. In the meantime
Richard’s masonic career was
progressing and due to the ﬂexibility
of his time management, he was
easily able to accommodate masonic
requirements e.g. attendance at
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Lodge and at LOI, with those of
managing a store.
Being a mason was never
discussed at work. Richard says it
was then a personal decision to
'compartmentalise' aspects of his
life. Thus Sainsbury's, shooting
(more of which later), the Church
and Masonry were to be separate
and distinct. That said, Richard
recalls that after arranging an
important team meeting, one of his
team stated he could not attend.
After pressing the matter, Richard
was informed by the colleague that
he was due to be Installed as Master
in a Surrey Lodge on the same day
as the meeting was scheduled.
Naturally Richard’s “important”
meeting was rescheduled and he was
invited to attend the Installation
meeting, which he duly did!
Richard is a practicing Catholic and
within his own Church community
acts as a Eucharistic Minister. In
1981 various newspapers covered the
reafﬁrmation of the historical
variance between the Church and
Freemasonry. Seeking guidance on
this, Richard wrote to the late
Cardinal Hume, the then Archbishop
of the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Westminster, and head of the Church
in England. Cardinal Hume advised
that the Catholic Church in England
had no issues with English
Freemasonry as opposed to
Continental Freemasonry. This was
important to Richard and receiving
such assurance allowed him to
continue to serve his Church and
progress within Freemasonry with a
clear conscience.
Richard was invited by the Meat

Manager of the very ﬁrst store he
worked at to shoot at his Club in
Leatherhead, Surrey. This re-kindled
the passion that he had experienced
whilst in the CCF and began a
shooting career which touched also
on the masonic compartment of
Richard’s life. He now shoots only
full-bore target riﬂe over distances of
300yds, 500yds, 600yds, 900yds and
1,000yds regularly competing both
individually and in team events.
Living in Windsor, he represents
Berkshire frequently as well as other
clubs and in 2013 he was selected as
reserve for the National Match for
England. In the past few years he
has also developed his skills as a
coach for team competitions
(assessing wind strength/direction
and making the necessary ‘sight’
adjustments). This hobby, Richard
says, allowed him to totally “turn off”
from work. Inevitably the
shooting/masonry link went on to
manifest itself later in life in his
becoming a founder member of the
Sit Perpetuum Chapter No. 5725
based at Bisley in Surrey.
Interestingly, no less that three of
the current MetGInsps are members
of this Surrey Chapter, all through
their connection with shooting.
Even as Richard’s masonic career
was ﬂourishing and growing, as can
be seen from the CV, his work role
meant taking on increasing
responsibilities. His management
responsibilities at local store level
led to his being 'spotted' and marked
for promotion and he subsequently
took on the role of Head Ofﬁce
Facilities Manager and then Head of
Facilities Management in 1994 and
in 2000 came a promotion to Head of
Property and Facilities Management
- a major role with immense

responsibilities covering the delivery
of a countless services to the
company's Stores, Ofﬁces and
Depots. There were many high spots
during his time but one of the most
signiﬁcant and challenging was the
complete transfer of the Head Ofﬁce
from Stamford Street to Holborn
Circus.
Last but not least of Richard’s
compartments is his home life.
Mentioned earlier, he is married to
Kay, the girl from Weymouth,
responsible in part for Richard’s
involvement with Freemasonry.
Together they have three children;
Deborah 26, Timothy 30 and Lucy
32. Lucy is shortly to be married.
Kay is extremely supportive of
Richard but he does admit she is at
times surprised at the amount of
work that is involved in being an
Inspector.
Finally, as we have conﬁrmed,
Richard’s attachment to and
enthusiasm for the Holy Royal Arch
is enormous. He recalls attending a
Provincial Annual Convocation last
year when the ProvGSupt referred to
attracting members and he
challenged Companions of his
Province to explain to Craft
members, who had not joined the
Royal Arch, what they were missing
out on by not taking that step and of
course completing their journey in
Pure Antient Freemasonry. Failing
to take this next step into the Royal
Arch and completing that journey
was likened to “a song half sung, a
book half read and a promise
unfulﬁlled”. A poignant thought
indeed. The Holy Royal Arch is the
fulﬁlment of Pure Antient
Freemasonry and Richard will never
let you forget that.

Five things you didn't know about Richard Gardiner:

1. Proud recipient of a 'Blue Peter' badge.
2. Owns an ‘Otterhound', qualified to show at Crufts this year
3. Lives in a (rather old) Caravan for two weeks of July each year
(whilst shooting at Bisley)
4. Has performed a loop flying a Chipmunk aircraft.
5. Caught smoking in the toilets at school and was caned!
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SPORTS NEWS
BOWLS NEWS
News from the LMBA (London Masonic Bowls Association
from W. Bro Ian Keech, LGR its President:

A ‘HEARTY’ meal!!
Some 40 members of the LMBA,
with their ladies and guests, sat
down to a hearty meal at The Blue
Check restaurant in Bushey
on Tuesday the 20th January 2015.
The event was organised by the
LMBA social secretary W. Bro Tony
Hammell, this was his very ﬁrst
lunch in his new 'ofﬁce’. The lunch
was applauded by all present as an
enormous success. Why call it
hearty? As a direct result, LMBA
have donated £200 to The British
Heart Foundation, a charity of close
personal signiﬁcance to Tony.
LMBA intend to organise a similar
lunch this summer. Please look out
for advance notice, coming soon.
LMBA Secretary’s record poppy
selling haul!
It has just come to the Society’s
notice that the LMBA Secretary, W.
Bro John Laurence, has for several
years dedicated himself on behalf of
the British Legion, to sellingPoppies
and associated merchandise for the
two weeks prior to Remembrance
Day. The Legion has conﬁrmed Bro.
John’s solo achievement, raising
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over £6,000. This is the third year
running that Bro. John has exceeded
his previous years’ tally.
Considering Bro. John is now 82
years old, his commitment to
collecting such a large amount,
despite the inclement weather
conditions, is a humbling example of
quiet, selﬂess service, for all
Masons.
LMBA goes into ‘LIMBO’, on Sunday
22nd March 2015.
Last September the LMBA launched
a novel bowls competition, as part of
its President's Gala Day;the closing
Grand Finale to the outdoor bowling
season. We invited neighbouring
Masonic provinces to enter four
player teams (known as rinks), in
friendly rivalry,to raise money for
charity. LMBA were delighted that
the day resulted in donations of £100
to both the ‘Downs Syndrome’ and
'Cherry Lodge Cancer Care'
charities. All those taking part were
also enthused to want LMBA to
repeat this format, as a grand ﬁnale
to the indoor season.
It looks highly likely that the day
will be fully booked with 12

competing teams, hopefully leading
to an even greater amount being
collected for one of the nominated
national charities, whose name will
be drawn by the winning ‘rink’. In
December, LMBA cooperated with
its 'host' club, and two other local
non-masonic’ clubs to have a match,
with the proceeds donated to
charity. LMBA see this form of
bowling competition as a positive
way to interact with our local
bowling community. It also makes
our range of bowling activities
more interesting and appealing to
both existing and potential new
bowling brethren. Should this
leisurely, healthy and highly
enjoyable pastime strike a chord,
then please let us know! LMBA will
gladly show you the ropes and give
whatever coaching we can, to grow
your skills and conﬁdence in this
lovely, friendly and rewarding sport.
If you play bowls already then
please come and coach us!! Contact
W. Bro Ian Keech at
ian.a.keech@btinternet.com or
call 01707 659656.
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AN UPDATE FROM THE
METGL GOLF SOCIETY

T

he MetGL
Golf Society
has just released
its schedule for
2015, with a two inter-County
events. The season starts on April
23rd at the Westerham Golf Club in
Kent, the Society returning after a
successful and enjoyable visit in
2014.
On May 19th, the Society will hold
the ﬁrst of the inter-County events
against East Kent at the West
Malling Golf Course. The event will
include the ‘Russell Race Challenge
Cup’ which sadly, has been won by
East Kent for the past two years. The
MetGL Golf Society is
understandably eager to bring the
Cup back home to London!

The next inter-County match is on
June 11th, at Northwood Golf Club.
This is an Inter-Province event for
teams of three. The Society will be
entering four teams for this
prestigious event and are hoping for
more success there.
The major showcase event of the
year will be the MMC Charity Day,
which will return to Aldenham Golf
Club on Wednesday July 22nd. Last
year in excess of 80 golfers graced
the fairways and close to 100 dined;
so the event is not without its major
supporters. None more so than
RW Bro. Russell Race, MetGM, who
was present for most of the day and
presented the awards.
This was the seventh annual event
under the careful stewardship of

W. Bro Indu Chatrath. Bro. Chatrath
announced that this would be the
last one that he would oversee, as he
is handing the reins over to the
Society’s Secretary, W. Bro John
Massmann, though he will continue
to help, wherever possible.
On August 18th, the Society is
looking forward to its ﬁrst visit to a
new venue at the much lauded
Surrey National Golf Course, in
Chaldon. The season ends on Sept
8th with a return visit to Brookmans
Park Golf Course in Hertfordshire.
Here the membership will make
Jeremy Lindop’s last event as
Captain a memorable one, and they
will welcome the new Captain,
Simon McCarthy.

SHOOTING
CONFERENCE
HOSTED BY
METGLCSA

H

osted by the Metropolitan
Grand Lodge Clay Shooting
Association (“MetGLCSA”), and
chaired by the MetGLCSA Shooting
Captain, W. Bro Brian Saidman,
PSGD twenty members representing
ten masonic Shooting Provinces
attended an historic meeting held at
Freemasons’ Hall on 19th February
2015.
The ﬁrst Conference of its type,
they met to discuss, formulate and
agree, the formation of the National
Association of Masonic Clay
Shooting Societies (“NAMCSS”) and
the future path for Masonic clay
shooting throughout the UK. The
Constitution and By-laws for the
new National Society were debated

32

and the framework agreed,
including the important codiﬁed
rules and regulations governing the
hosting of future National Masonic
Clay Shooting Championships. Brian
Saidman (MetGLCSA) was elected as
the new Society’s ﬁrst Chairman,
Mike Casey (West Lancashire) as
Vice-Chair, Roger Wilkes (East Kent)
as Secretary and Cliff Jones
(Hertfordshire) as Treasurer.
There are presently 24 Provinces
identiﬁed as formally running Clay
shooting events and it is hoped that
the formation of the NAMCSS will
bring together more like-minded
Freemasons with a common interest
to support National events, greatly
enhance fund-raising for charitable

aims, and, ultimately encourage
more of their non-masonic shooting
colleagues to become members of
the Craft. There are presently one
million licensed shotgun certiﬁcate
holders in the UK, not enough of
them are Freemasons!
arena readers can look forward to
hearing more about NAMCSS events
in future issues.

ISSUE 20

arena
UNIVERSITIES
SCHEME CELEBRATES
TEN YEARS

M

any London masons joined the
University Scheme President,
RW Bro. David Williamson, PAGM
and Chairman, W. Bro Edward Lord,
JP, OBE, PAGDC when past and
present members of the University
Scheme Committee came together in
January with the Pro-Grand Master,

Peter Lowndes and many other
senior Freemasons to celebrate the
scheme's ﬁrst decade of existence
and hard work. With the Scheme
having expanded from two Lodges to
sixty-two in that period and now
expanding into the Royal Arch, it has
achieved much especially as Lodges

are now being speciﬁcally
consecrated for the scheme. The
Scheme will hold its ﬁfth National
Conference in Leicester in
November 2015. Readers should
note that London's University
Scheme Lodges are highlighted on
page 36.

arena Positions Available

How would YOU like to be part of arena, the magazine for London Freemasons?
We are currently looking for a number of Copy Writers/sub-editors and an individual
to help with IT support for future editions (especially creating web forms).
Copy Writers must be computer literate and familiar with Microsoft Office and in
particular, Microsoft Word. The successful applicant must also possess a good
knowledge of punctuation and grammar as well as the time to edit the large number
of articles that are submitted to arena each quarter. If you think you have what it
takes then please email arena@metgl.com
SPRING 2015
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INTRODUCING
THE NEW
METROPOLITAN
VIDEO UNIT
Head of the new Metropolitan Video Unit, W. Bro
David Neale, LGR, PPrAGSuptWks (East Kent),
introduces arena readers the to work of his team:

I

n support of their information and
awareness strategy, the
Metropolitan Grand Lodge
Information Team have formed the
Metropolitan Grand Lodge Video
Unit and are seeking London Masons
with good video creative and
production skills to join the Unit,
which will be led by Bros. Greg
Brennan and David Neale. The unit’s
role will be to cover any event,
masonic or social, that could be of
interest to our members or, deliver a
positive message about Freemasonry
to the wider community.
In communicating a message to a
target audience, a picture really can
be worth a thousand words.That
adage originated in a 1911 newspaper
article discussing journalism and
publicity and, can still be applied to a
communication objective today as
videos create a much more
compelling message than just text
alone and viewers are more likely to
remember that message as they’re
not likely skip ahead or gloss over
important information. Most people
will watch a video from beginning to

end, allowing you to clearly create a
message that engages your audience.
So, whether you have professional or
amateur video production skills,
David and Greg want to hear from
YOU! They seek brethren with a
good level of video camera and
editing skills, computer design and
programming skills, photographic
skills, journalistic or creative writing
skills, graphic design ability, or if you
are just good at organising things and
want to produce productions, then
get in touch.
In the past few months of the unit
has covered the Metropolitan Grand
Stewards’ sleep-out for Centrepoint,
the Connaught Club's charity cycle
ride to Ypres, and the launch of the
annual Metropolitan Grand Lodge
Ladies’ Night event. These
productions build on the coverage of
the Metropolitan brethen’s
involvement in the Lord Mayor’s
Show, as produced by W. Bro John
Parry, together with work for the
MetGL’s Fishing Charity, a YouTube
production for the Fieldgate Street
Synagogue; work for The Richards

House Children’s Hospice and a
JustGiving fundraising video for the
Kids ‘N’ Cancer Charity.
More and more video blogs are
playing a positive and effective role
in visual communications by
grabbing theattention of their target
audience who are more likely to
remember that message. Technology
on the move, iPhones, smartphones,
iPads and all kinds of other devices,
has led to the effectiveness and
growth in the use of video
messages.UK internet users spend
240 million hours every month
watching online video content.
Google rank videos high in their
search results with the right type of
video marketing. A video can be
downloaded and viewed over and
over again, it can be distributed both
online, ofﬂine and on DVD as a
general information tool.
If you feel you have the
necessary skills and can play a part
in this exciting communication
initiative then contact David Neale
on davidaneale@blueyonder.co.uk

10TH SEPTEMBER 2015 A MUSICAL DATE FOR YOUR DIARY!

T

he Metropolitan Masonic
Concert Series ("MMCS") is
pleased to announce that during its
next concert on 10th September 2015
in the old Temple No. 1 at
Freemasons' Hall, a group of young
musicians will perform some Mozart,
Schumann and Sullivan (of Gilbert
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and Sullivan fame). The band will be
joined by the Metropolitan Grand
Master, The Assistant Grand Master
and The Deputy Grand Secretary
who will be the vanguard of a group
of senior masons reciting favourite
pieces of poetry. Again, like last
year, drinks and nibbles will be

served at the interval and will be
included in the ticket price.
It's early days yet, but we intend
to run an 'early bird' scheme which
will give a 10% discount on the full
price of £30 per head. To preregister, please send an email to
masonicconcerts@gmail.com.
ISSUE 20
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THE NEW
EXHIBITIONS UNIT
Brethren may not be aware of this new initiative which
involves a brand-new purpose-built MetGL exhibition stand
going to large trade and consumer shows in London.
Designed to increase awareness rather than act as any kind
of recruitment device, the Unit Manager, W. Bro Harry
Benham, LGR, tells of the stand's inaugural showing….

W

ith 40,000 visitors during the four
days of each of the ﬁrst two
exhibitions attended by MetGL,
namely: Destinations (Holiday &
Travel) Show, at Olympia and The
London Bike Show, there were times
when it felt like they had all
descended upon the MetGL exhibition
stand! You can therefore take it from
me that stand fulﬁlled its purpose of
making the public more aware of
Freemasonry in general and
Metropolitan Grand Lodge in
particular! Our ﬁrst events in the
‘public showcase’ certainly appear to
have fulﬁlled the basic remit, namely:
‘Primarily to increase awareness and
re-normalise Freemasonry within the
communities of London’.
Perhaps it was our main signage
with the UGLE strap line,
FREEMASONRY, WHAT’S IT ALL
ABOUT? or the MetGL video (see
www.youtube.com/watch?v=kwCW0_
bKsJM) running continuously at the
front corner of the stand depicting
Freemasons from all walks of life?
Perhaps it was the MetGL Exhibition
Team's undoubted charisma, or maybe
the bowl of sweets, but visitors to the
Shows could not seem to resist visiting
our stand!
That said, the stand itself attracted
the eye, being, as you can see from the
picture alongside this article, royal
blue with a front corner tower some
3.0 metres high. A totally modular
exhibition stand, it can easily be reconﬁgured to suit the many different
layouts planned for our Exhibition
Programme. The stand was well staffed
for each of the show days by me and
Bro. Glenn Couvillon (Assistant
Exhibitions Manager), together with at
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least one or two other Brethren,
including Bros. Freddie Beams, Paul
Benscher, Les Binder, William Bracher,
Alex Hanna, Peter Jordan, Dominic
Reader and John Wood (MetDepGSec).
We even had a cameo from the Editor
of arena, assisting on the ﬁnal day of
the London Bike Show! All wore light
blue sweaters,badged with the MetGL
Crest.
Over the four days at each show the
team were involved in literally
hundreds of conversations with
visitors to the stand, ranging from the
obvious questions – “why are the
Freemasons so secret?” to being
thanked by people who had received
Masonic generosity and indeed, some
asking how to join! On a lighter note,
whilst I was in the midst of completing
the Health & Safety Forms,
Methodology Statements and Risk
Assessments etc. for The London Bike
Show, I received the short note below,
sent by a woman visitor to
Destinations, via MetGL’s ofﬁce –
perhaps the attraction is the sweets
after all!
Thank you for your advice at the
travel show at Olympia on Thursday
about what to do with my
inherited masonic papers, books &
regalia, from my father & grandfather. I
discovered yesterday that a relative of my
cousin has a contact with the Grand
Lodge ofﬁce; I've already sent some books
in his direction, so I may not need to
trouble you directly myself. Thank you
for the friendly welcome from yourself
and your colleagues, and the sweets. The
orange one was particularly nice. The
sweet, not a colleague!
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S O W H Y S H O U L D I V I S I T. . .

A UNIVERSITIES’
SCHEME LODGE?
Like many London masons we are aware that there is an
UGLE-led ‘University Lodges Scheme’, but what it does,
why it was formed and what part it plays in London, is
largely a mystery to most of us. arena therefore spoke to
W. Bro Julian Soper, PAGDC and W. Bro Jeff Bennett,
DepMetGSwdB, who run the London operations of the
Scheme for more information …

T

en years old, as of January this year
(see page XX for more details on
that) the Universities Scheme has sixtyone member lodges, with four overseas
and, perhaps more interestingly for us,
fourteen based in London. It was set up
by the then Assistant Grand Master,
RW Bro. David Williamson with the then
Pro Grand Master, Lord Northampton and
a small number of London-based Grand
Ofﬁcers and masons, as one of a range of
different opportunities of encouraging
younger brethren into the Craft.
Bro. David, who was and is still the
President of the Scheme, opined that it
had been set up 'to establish and/or
enhance arrangements and opportunities
for undergraduates and other university
members to enjoy Freemasonry', a
deﬁnition that is still used today.
Essentially this means that the Scheme
lodges agreed to run their lodges in a
speciﬁc manner that would suit
University students.
As the majority of brethren spend only
three years at University and that
University is itself, in the majority of
cases, away from home, some deﬁning
characteristics came quickly to the fore.
Perhaps amongst the most important of
these, was the view that the lodges would
arrange their workload so as to enable
their young men to progress quickly,
such that they could graduate from
university not only with a degree
certiﬁcate, but also with a Grand Lodge
certiﬁcate as well. This requirement for
speed would also be underlined by the
fact that some brethren would only be
introduced to Freemasonry in their
second or even third year. The corollary
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of this was that there should be no
diminution in the quality of the
ceremonial worked in these lodges and
that candidates' experience of the Craft
should not be compromised in any way.
A useful example from outside London
was already available in the form of
Apollo University Lodge No. 357 (1819)
and Isaac Newton Lodge No.859 (1865),
respectively the provincial lodges
connected with the Universities of Oxford
and Cambridge. In order to deal with the
large throughput of candidates within the
period of their being "at" University,
these lodges had arranged their workload
so that multiple candidates were (and still
are) the rule rather than the exception
and that where possible the working roles
were always taken by ‘light blue’ masons.
In London it may also mean that
additional or emergency meetings
become more of a ‘norm’ in order to get
the list of waiting candidates through in
the relatively short time available to the
lodges. Bro. Jeff points out that
“handling a predominantly young men’s
lodge is very different. By the time a
good student member has become useful
and is JD, it’s likely to be time for his
ﬁnals and leaving. Future planning and
mentoring is therefore highly important”.
Durham, Trinity College Dublin,
London and the older English
Universities had had their London-based
University Lodges since the late
nineteenth century, but these were
largely based for the convenience of
graduates and staff who were regularly in
London rather than for those in statu
pupillari. These Lodges still continue to
provide a home for their eponymous
ISSUE 20
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graduates but now also work on a
“Scheme” basis. Again, whilst Lodges
do sign up to the ‘code of conduct’ set
out below, there is, as always in
masonry, a huge diversity in how the
lodges based in the Metropolitan Area
are run. They range from those
existing University lodges, mentioned
before, that have widened their remit;
old lodges that were rescued and who
now concentrate exclusively on the
Scheme; lodges with a focus on the
medical or legal professions; and other
lodges with a more generalist approach.
Some of the referrals to the Scheme
do of course come by via existing
members and word-of-mouth in the
traditional way, but in fact most of
them come either from a direct
solicitation to a Lodge’s website,
FaceBook page or Twitter feed or, via
the equivalent UGLE or University
Scheme channels. London being what
it is, initial queries about membership

of a University Lodge are reasonably
constant and so a monthly evening
'drop-in' has been organised for
prospective members to come for an
informal interview before they are
pointed in the direction of a Lodge
which might suit them best. Whether
the prospective member is indeed
suitable for a particular Lodge remains
that Lodge’s choice. Readers will be
delighted to know that, not
coincidentally, our own Connaught
Club meet on the same nights in an
adjacent venue, so that prospective
Universities’ Scheme lodge members
can instantly gain a direct view of
young masons enjoying each other’s
company albeit in a non-masonic
context!
Whilst the amount of young men
applying means that the throughput of
work can be unyielding, there is a
dedicated band of senior ofﬁcers within
each lodge that act as a central

The original rules under which Scheme lodges were allowed to join are still relevant:

1. That the lodge supports the objective of the Scheme

2. That it obtains the agreement of its Metropolitan, Provincial or District Grand Master to its participation

3. That it agrees in open lodge that it wishes to participate

4. That it applies for and receives approval from the Scheme President

5. That it agrees to its participation being included in the Scheme website and any other register, published or
otherwise, of Scheme participants

6. That it is represented at the Scheme conference

7. That it provides to the Scheme Chairman any statistics or other information requested

8. That it agrees to pass on all concessions on dues owed to t Grand Lodge and the Grand Charity to those masons to
whom those concessions relate
SPRING 2015
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Universities Scheme Lodges in London

Lodge of Honor and Generosity No. 165
Phoenix Lodge No. 173
Oxford and Cambridge Lodge No. 1118
Duke of Cornwall Lodge No. 1839
University of London Lodge No. 2033
Aesculapius Lodge No. 2410
Rahere Lodge No. 2546
repository of wisdom and mentoring
and of course, who make sure that
everything keeps going – even through
exam-revision time! To those that might
disparage the work done by such
Lodges, Bro. Julian has the following
comment: “London and London
masons have been at the forefront of
the US Scheme and whilst the buzz and
sheer noise of a young men’s lodge is
not to everyone’s taste, the high
standards of ritual work, deportment
and Lodge spirit is a great pleasure to
view. The lodges work hard to make
sure that every member is treated as an
individual, irrespective of how many
others went through the ceremony with
him”. Indeed going through one or
more degrees with other members
creates an immediate bond which may
well last throughout their masonic
careers. Such was the case with Bros.
Julian Soper and Jeff Bennett, who
were initiated into Apollo University
Lodge some thirty years ago. Bro
Julian adds "The Scheme does see itself
as a "centre of excellence" for multiple
candidates i.e. 3 or more, and if any
Lodge is planning to do one, they might
want to visit one of our Lodges in order
to see how we do it”.
One interesting facet to note is that of
the origin of applicants in London.
With British further education having a
premium position in world rankings
and with over twenty major
Universities in London, not to mention
at least another ﬁfty specialised and
private universities, higher education
colleges and conservatoires, it is
unsurprising that a relatively large
number of London-based students are
from outside the UK. This is reﬂected
in the student members of the London
University Scheme lodges. This
international ﬂavour gives participant
lodges an additional level of 'fraternity',
with the unifying process of the Craft
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University of Durham Lodge No. 3030
Trinity College Dublin Lodge No. 3153
Lodge of Good Fellowship, No. 3533
Gray's Inn Lodge No. 4938
Old Johnian Lodge No. 5282
St Cecilia Lodge No. 6190
Tetragon Lodge No. 6302
working, in turn, to promote the
English Craft overseas too.
In the same way as the international
students just mentioned, many UK
University graduates stay in their
University town or return to their home
town, the majority move away for
employment or further education, with
London acting as a magnet for both.
This gives a deﬁnite advantage for 'our'
Scheme lodges, as a Provincial
University Lodge member who has
enjoyed their masonic life whilst at
college and who is keen to continue
that fellowship will usually be directed
to one of the Scheme lodges in the ﬁrst
instance. This pattern is also played
out in reverse with say, a student from
London leaving to do postgraduate
work in the provinces, will be directed
to the closest Scheme lodge where they
will also ﬁnd a warm welcome.
Bro. Julian summarises: "The
University Scheme Lodges in London
have a special and 'different' role to
play within Metropolitan - they are
really worth visiting. Why not approach
the Secretary of one of them and do
so?”

ISSUE 20

METGL – SLGR
INVESTITURE
AND AGM
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Bro. Daniel Rein attended the SLGR
Investiture and AGM for arena, where he
was amongst the first to hear the exciting
news regarding the new MMC appeal. He
reports as follows:

“T

oday’s meetings are the most
important occasions in the
Metropolitan calendar, not only for
those who are receiving honours and
awards, but also for the wider
Metropolitan membership. It is an
opportunity for the London Masonic
family to review the past year and
prepare for the next”, wrote Russell
Race, Metropolitan Grand Master, in
the foreword of the impressive
pamphlet covering the proceedings
of the day.

SLGR Investiture:
After having opened the
Metropolitan Grand Lodge in a
separate Temple, and called off, the
SLGR Investiture proceeded in the
Grand Temple. The Metropolitan
Grand Master welcomed all those
present, especially family and
friends, after which the Investiture
Ceremony began, and must be said
to be very well rehearsed, the
Metropolitan Grand Stewards
performing ﬂawlessly. 118 Brethren
were awarded London Senior Grand
Rank, and in his address after the
Investiture, the Metropolitan Grand
Master congratulated those brethren
who had worked long and hard to
achieve their honours, wishing them
a pleasurable day.
Launching the London Air
Ambulance Appeal:
Reminding the Brethren of the very
successful past appeals for the RMBI
and Bart’s, the Metropolitan Grand
Master informed the Brethren that
he was launching a new appeal to
SPRING 2015

raise£2m within the next
18 months, to beneﬁt the
London Air Ambulance in
its quest to acquire and
operate a second
helicopter. To provide a
brieﬁng about the work of the
London Air Ambulance,
presentations were received from
three members of their team.
Having made over 32,000 lifesaving
trips since its inception, the London
Air Ambulance Service suffer from
only having one helicopter, which
due to planned, but also
unscheduled, maintenance was
grounded for 55 days during 2014.
Operating two helicopters would give
the London Air Ambulance the
resilience needed to ensure their
pre-hospital advanced trauma doctor
and paramedic have the ability to
deliver critical care across the city,
continuously, in daylight, 365 days a
year. The support of London
Freemasons will be absolutely vital
in achieving this. To kick-start the
appeal, the Metropolitan Grand
Master handed the representatives of
the London Air Ambulance a cheque
for £250,000.
The Annual Meeting:
After a luncheon at The Grand
Connaught Rooms and once
everyone had a chance to take their
seats for the AGM, the Metropolitan
Grand Master entered the Grand
Temple in procession with the
Ofﬁcers of the Metropolitan Grand
Lodge. The MetGL was then called
on, and the MetGM welcomed all the

ofﬁcial visitors, including 13
Provincial Grand Masters.
Thereafter the business of the
Annual Meeting and the
Metropolitan Masonic Charity were
conducted, followed by the reappointment, appointment and
investiture of Ofﬁcers of
Metropolitan Grand Lodge, again in a
perfect ceremony.
In his address to the Brethren, the
Metropolitan Grand Master stated
that he had never seen the Annual
Meeting so well attended as this year
with the Grand Temple packed to
capacity, with standing room only
for some Brethren. He further stated
that he wanted the London Air
Ambulance appeal to be “short and
sharp”, without losing focus on the
main Masonic charities. "To many"
he said, "Charity seems to be the
main objective, but there is, of
course, so much more to
Freemasonry than that".
The Metropolitan Grand Master
congratulated the new appointees,
and gave his thanks to those Grand
Ofﬁcers retiring. Alms were
collected which, together with those
collected at the SLGR Investiture,
will go to the London Air Ambulance
Appeal. After closing the
Metropolitan Grand Lodge, the
National Anthem was sung, which in
a fully packed Grand Temple is a
goose bump-raising experience!
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EMULATION
LODGE OF
IMPROVEMENT ANNUAL
FESTIVAL 2015
On the last Friday of
February each year,
the Emulation Lodge
of Improvement puts
on its Annual
Festival, where some
of the most promising
Emulation ritualists
work sections of the
lectures in one of the
highlights of the
Masonic Year. Our
correspondent, W.
Bro John Walden,
was there…

SPRING 2015

This year was no exception, with all the
lecture assistants working their sections
beautifully. The work was delivered
with meaning – the lecture assistants
careful to convey the nuances of what
was being said. The lectures are an
aspect of our ritual that are not as
widely known as perhaps they should
be, with sections contemporary with the
ritual of the ceremonies. There are
three lectures, one for each degree,
which are divided into sections; seven
for the First Degree, ﬁve for the Second
and Three for the Third. The lectures
take the form of questions and answers,
similar to the questions before Passing
and Raising. While much of the
lectures relate to the ceremonies, and
contain passages that will be very
familiar, there are passages explaining
much of the symbolism of the actions
within the ceremonies and the meaning
behind the objects we ﬁnd within our
lodges.
The Festival was presided over by
RW Bro. Jonathan S Winpenny, the
Provincial Grand Master for West Kent.
Four other Provincial Grand Masters
and the Metropolitan Grand Master
were also in attendance, along with
over 240 Brethren from Lodges all over
the world. The lecture assistants this
year were W. Bro Scott Cargill, LGR,
Bro. Mark Shields, Bro. Anietie Akpan,
and Bro. Doug Fowler.
Afterwards, the Festive Board was held
at the Grand Connaught Rooms, with
RW Bro. Roger J Croome, Past Pro
Provincial Grand Master for Middlesex
giving the toast to the Festival
President, who answered in an amusing
and entertaining manner, before
praising the work of the lecture

assistants and the Emulation Lodge of
Improvement in general. VW Bro.
Graham Redman, Senior Member, then
presented the President with a copy of
Colin Dyer’s book, “Emulation – A
Ritual to Remember”, signed by the
members of the Emulation Committee.
The Emulation Lodge of Improvement
holds another Festival on the last Friday
in June – the Preceptors’ Festival.
Rather than the lectures, this is a
demonstration of two of the
ceremonies. The ceremonies this year
will be the Third Degree and
Installation. For more information on
the Emulation Lodge of Improvement,
please see their website at
www.emulationloi.org.
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METGSTWDS CHARITY
PRESENTATION

B

ack on a very wet and cold
November evening last year, ﬁve
members of the Metropolitan Grand
Stewards Lodge No. 9812 participated
in Centrepoint’s “Sleep Out” event,
by spending the night sleeping rough
just off Brick Lane in East London.
The team had initially set
themselves a target of raising £250
each in sponsorship for the charity,
and so were overjoyed to have
exceeded £8,000 between them as
their team total. The majority of this

amount was donated by London
Freemasons, including some very
generous donations from various
Lodges, as well as a phenomenal
£3,000 from the Metropolitan
Masonic Charity. The team would
like to take this opportunity to thank
all those Brethren and Lodges, and
indeed the Trustees of the MMC,
who sponsored them.
Having dried out and warmed up
from the event, the team recently
visited Centrepoint’s London ofﬁce,

SUBSCRIPTION TO
METROPOLITAN

in order to present the money that
they had collected. While they were
there, the team also received details
about the fantastic work that
Centrepoint has been able to do to
support young homeless people as a
result of the money that
Freemasonry (via the Grand Charity
and the RMTGB as well as this
effort), has donated.
Looking to the future, the team
discussed with Centrepoint what
other ways they and other London
Masons, might be able to support
them, which included volunteering
to steward at other fundraising
events, as well as considering
becoming a personal mentor to one
of the young people the charity
supports. To ﬁnd out more about the
charity, the fund raising events that
they are organising or indeed their
mentoring scheme for young people,
please visit their website:
centrepoint.org.uk/get-involved
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Interested in the "Men at the Top" series but prefer to read it in your armchair rather than at the desk?
We have had many readers saying that they would prefer
to read a printed copy of arena and that they don't enjoy
reading it on their iPad, or computer screen. If that is the
case for you and you would be interested in subscribing
for a copy, click below to complete the form

Subscription
Information:
CLICK HERE to
purchase a
year's
subscription to
arena.

Your name:
Address:

electronically or print and ﬁll out the form below. The
cost is £18.00 for a year’s subscription but clearly if there
were signiﬁcant numbers, that would drop. The data
collected below will only be used for this purpose.



Telephone:
email:

Fill in the form here online or print and return this form to:
The Subscriptions Manager, arena, MetGL/MetGC, PO Box 29055, London WC2B 5UN
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TEN COMMON PROBLEMS
- A CHECKLISTFOR DC’S

O

ne part of a lodge DC’s
responsibilities is to ensure
that the rubrics – the “red bits” – of
our rituals are known by those
taking part in our ceremonies.
Understandably, DCs and
Preceptors concentrate on the
words of the ritual and the most
obvious movements, so some areas
are bound not to receive the same
amount of care and attention.
As a result certain problems
tend to occur more regularly, as the
Metropolitan Grand Master and I
often ﬁnd during our visits to
lodges. I thought it would be
useful to share some of them, so
that DCs can add them to their
meeting checklists. These are the
ten most common things that can
and do go wrong:

In this regular feature,
W. Bro Patrick Penny,
PAGDC, MetGDC,
provides advice to
Lodge Directors of
Ceremonies …

1. The Inner Guard and Junior
Warden are not aware of the
procedure for late admissions.
2. The placing and/or removal of
the kneeling stool by the
Deacons is forgotten about or is
unrehearsed. Some Deacons
also offer a most undigniﬁed
sight to the WM when moving
it!
3. The Deacons lack conﬁdence in
their actions when the
candidate kneels for prayer on
being admitted. Even when the
candidate is kneeling and in
proper position, the Deacons
can be unsure how to cross
wands and give the correct sign.
4. The transfer of the poignard to
the East during Initiation is
forgotten.
5. The positioning of the candidate
and Deacons during an
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obligation is often problematic.
The candidate’s left hand during
the First and Second Degree
obligations is forgotten about.
The Deacons are frequently
unsure how to hold and cross
their wands,and give the
relevant sign.
6. Junior members do not know
which sign to give during an
obligation, and when it is cut.
They may copy an experienced
and conﬁdent mason who is
from a different ritual tradition
to their lodge's.
7. The use of the grip of a Master
Mason is often omitted during
the ceremony of Raising.
8. The candidate’s left hand is not
put in the correct position
during the FPOF in the Third
Degree ceremony, either during
the Raising, or when the FPOF
is demonstrated. It can be
helpful to use the Senior
Deacon to assist with this.
9. The perambulations and
salutations of Master Masons etc
during the Installation
Ceremony are often
unrehearsed and scrappy at
best. A little time and effort can
make this look very smart,
which gives the younger
members are great feeling of
achievement, as well as helping
to engrain good technique, and
conﬁdence to move on the ﬂoor
of the lodge.
10. The WM’s and Wardens’ cuffs
are not removed, or transferred
at the relevant time, during
Installation.
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